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A Short History of State Education.

Chapter 1....Befors the Beginning.

: Foxr hundreds of years, or rather, thousands of years, education was not
considered a matter for the State or Government, but was lefi to individuals or
to the Church. In fact, education was of no real importance, except in the
training of clergy. In the Dark Ages, roughly 6C0 A.D %o 1200 4.D,,sven royalty
was illiterate, William the Conguercr, for example, King of Englend, 1066-1087,
great soldier, administrater and organizér that he was, could not read or writs,
and neithexr could his soms, with the exception of Henry 1, King of England,
11001135, Houry 1, being a younger son of Villiam 1, had not been destined for
the throne at all, but rather for the Church, and therefore, had had the benefit
of an education. Called Henry Beau-clerk, or Henry the Scholar, he despised his
father and brothers because they lacked his education,

In later centuries, it Lecame fashionsbie for the nobility and the landed
gentry to educate their children. It was the Renaissance, or the Hevival of
Learning that made education povular for the well-to- .», The result was the
development of national literatures, such as that of kagland in the days of
Shekeepeare and the Eliuabethan writers. Royalty itself, in the person of such
‘moparchs as Henry V1ll, Elizabeth and James 1 ("the wisest fool in Christendon" )
paid howage to learnin;, and was both pupil and patron to education.

Therc were private schools in addition to the Church schools, or perhaps
more often, instruction in palave end castle and hall by private tutors, or
governors and governesses. The Church, befure the abolition of the monasteries
in 1536, and if the local abbot was christian enough, used to conduct schools
for the children of ithe locality.

But education was nct organized on a community basis; it was not the
“birthright of all; it was the privilege of the lucky Tew, & necessity,psrhaps,
for the upper classes; an unnecessary luxury for the common people and the mass
of humanitv.

This was the state of affairs at the tinme of the founding of Australia
in 1788, one ysar before the Prench Revolution broke out in 1789. The French
Revolution was not just s political revelution; it was also a social revelution.
It was a violent, national manifestation of the gradual change that had taken
place in the minda’ of men all over the world in a new evaluation of the dignity
of man end the rights of every incdividual, In every country of Europe, there
was a slcw, but growing awareness that every State had an obligation to provide
for the welfare of its people, and that some degree of education was involved
in this general welfare.

: As usual, impatient irdividuals, philanthopists like Robert Owen, gave

a lead to the State. Before him, Robert Raikes had begun Sunday Scheools, not so
muich $o teach religion, as to teach children how to read. Sunday was the only
free day, when the factory-working children could be gathered together for a
little educaticn. '

It was not until 1832 that England took the first tentative steps
involving the Government in national education. This first involvement consisted
merely of the subsidising of education to the extent of £20,000 a year. This
paltry sum was to be spent entirely on subsidies for the building of schools.

s

Chapter c....Barly Ecucation in Austrelia,

An could be expected, we in Australia, followed at the heels of
and other Buropean countries in the matter of Education. We began with the State
taking no part at all; moved through the period of increasing subsidisation, and
finally, making a sudden spurt, passed the other countries by going the whole
way, and instituting free and compulsory education in 1873, three years shead.
h It 48 said that the first teacher in Australia was Gabriel Marie Louis
Huon de Kerilleoau, a French emigrant of a distinguished family. He had fled to
England from the French Revolution, and then emigrated to Australis, arriving in
Sydney cn the "Pitt" in February 1792, where he was employed by John Macarthur
as tutor to the Macerthur children. Later he beceme a squabtter himself, and so
did two of his sons, Faul Huon and William Huon, who were pioneer squatters in
the Wodonga area of Viectoria. Keriidec Islinds in the Pacific, the Huon River
in Tasmania, and the Huon Gulf in New Guinea, are all named after another member
of this French family, Captain Huon de Kermadec, commander of the "Espsrance”,
the second of D!Entrerastesnx's two vessels in his explorations of 1792.

The first grants to edncutian ~ to Church schools only - were made in
Australia in the thirties. In 1835, Governor Bourke had recomsomdsd that natiom-
schools {that is secular, as opposed 10 ~huunh maranin) should be sutahiished ~
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on the plan "aow adopted in Ireland". In July, 1836, the Legislative Council
of Now Souih Welces passed a grant of £3,000 for the establishment of such schools,
but onmesition by the Churches forced the abandonment of the project. Eventually,
Governor Miizroy declded 1o assist national schools as well as denominational
gchools, ernd » second Board was appointed, & Netional Board to supervise the
expenditure ¢f the funds vhich it had been allotted. This was in N.S.U. in 1848.

Mr. C.Y,Rusden was appointed an agent of the National Board, and in that
gapacity, he wade a journey through the Port Phillip District, July 1849 to
Pebruary, 1850, as a reosult of which national schools were opaned at Wangaratta,
Benalla, Viclet Town, Xilmore (North-Eastern District); ‘Somerton, Pascoevale,
Heideliorg (Kaldbaurne Area); and Bscchus Marsh, Batesford, Colac, Warrnambool
Portlend, the Grenge, tue Wannon, Fiery Creek and Burn Bank (Western Districtj
However, only seven of these survived longer than a year or two.

Just befoire the separatior of the Port Phillip District from New South
Waleag to form the new Colony of Victoria, 1851, the number of aschools in the
Port Pnillip Disirict was 156, made up of 50 denominational schools, 7 national
achools, and 29 private schools. ‘

hapter 5....The Three Stages of State Education in Victoria,

1. 1851-1862....s.National and Denominational Schools.
20 1852""3-8?2‘; Terw .CO}P.mon 3ch0018-
30 18?“"1972 s rw .S‘ha‘he 3(&&10018.. '*"’

Zbe ‘*‘:u*w" poriod, “‘%l-l&:z‘.

. " en senameh ion from New South Wales in 1851, the new Colony of Viotori.a

mere..y contimicd the system of State assisteance to education, inherited from
the molher colony. For twelve yeers, therefore,iwo separate Boards conducted two
separate kinds of schools. The Denominational or Church Schools were controlled
by the Denmomirational Schools Board; the National Schools were directed by the
Natienal Echtols Zuard,

BEducotion was not yet froe or compulsory. The waﬁs of 'bhe two Boards
woo siuply to cscist pavents to establish schools for their children, by giving
subsidies, garorally cn a pound for pound basis, to pey for the erection of a
scheol builiing end the employment of a teacher.

Educaticn was a costly business for the parents, even with this
assistance. In addition to paying half the cost of building a school, they had
to pay fess of something like 1/6 a week for each child attending wchool, and
this constituted an impossibly heavy, financial burden on poor people with
large families. It is not surprising that in September 1862, at the beginning
of the Common School era, there were only 700 such schools in the %rhalo of
Victoria.

Tha rivalry between the two Boards and their officers was quite intenss,
ofien bitter, and someitimes amusing in its results. One good effect of the
rivalry wes the eagzorness of each Board to establish schools, and so, forestall
the rival body. The most serious defect was the wunnecessary duplication of effert,
the waste of time and money.

The Deriominational Board was at a disadvantage. It could really only hope
to estatlish its chwreh schools in the larger centres of population, Small
centres had to combine their efforts and resources to establish one national
echonl rather than saveral separate, church schools,

Duricg thiz first period, 1851-1862, in the whole of Gippslend, nat.‘..ml
or denomirational schcols were established only in the five oldest townships, -
thn‘u{il.,@, Port Alberi, Alberton, Sale and Stratford. Here are some brief
detadls:

1853 (March)...A Roman Catholic School at Tarraville, replaced in 1856,
o by a National School.
1853 (Sept)....A Church of England School at Port Albert, replaced in
1861 by & National School. ‘
18540 0. 0eueeensh National School at Sale. i
1856.4.000s.000h Church of England School at Alberton, replaced im
} 1853 by a National School.
18584s00¢seeesvod Notional School at Stratford.

1t should e remembered that usually smell,private schools preceded
the naticnnl or donominetional school in any particular location. For example,
Horsham in the Himera District, a tiny villege in those days, at first rebuffed
Tusproter Walker’s offér of a national school, in 1856, because two yri.vata aahools
TOre izlreaﬁar Wik ax_.s.» sence there,, _ o
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; R " chavbor ‘;'i...tCev*mm ammlﬂg 1862 ~ }QZ e
| The Second Pariod: Common Sthools, 1862-1872. ‘

The, “aplmmant of the dual conbrol systen by a singl@ Common Schools
Board in sfa,gtanmr, 1862, was a zommon sense move., It meant a comsolidation of
effort, and *hz grouping of numbers of smsll schools into fewer but larger
schopls, scongmically,at least, more soundly based. It was simply a chango in
administration, not really a change in education. There was still ¢xly & minority
of the ¢hildren of the State receiving anything like an adequate educationm.
Local manpgement remained at much the same level as before, though thers wes a8
‘change n naxe from the "Board of Patrons" t5 the "Local Commitiee".

.. The most int arexting result of the new system, from an hictorienl sm.nt
of view, was the beginning of our present method of numbering sohools. The 0ld
national and denominational schools had mumbsrd, allotted separately to cach
group by its respoctive Board. For example, Belwéir National Sshosl, w;sabliahed
at Wodonge in 1857, was No. 337, meaning presumably thet it was the 33Mh.
national school opened in Victoria. When the comsolidation into commem schools
took place, the new, single group was remumbered in alphabetical ordsr. We Lknow
from these numbers that there wera approximetely 700 common schools in existence
in Septenmber, 1862, the beginning of the Comnon School decade. Here is o
representative group of common schools, illustrating the numbering, sccording
to their piaces in an alphabetical list:

Ho. l..c.Alberton Common School {(C.of E. School,1856; Haticnal, 1859)
No. 57...Belvoir Common School, Wodonga (National School, l%’?;
10,298, . .Horshan Common School (Naticnal School, 1857)
¥0.545...5ale Common School (Natisnal School, 1854 .
Eo.é%...ﬁngery Common School, Illova (Wational bchoe.l, 1859) .

Since 8aptember, 1862, schools have been numbered in chrenological
order of . $heir opening, or of approval of them being opened. Here is a %tzble of
dates m&m‘mm, which will give apmximtely the year in vhich cach of our
stato ach@ggaa ‘'¥as opened:

Defore Sept.1862...700 schools.....Nos. 1 to 70C, 11% yoars
‘*ﬁ@pﬁcl%z ~ 1872...500 schools.....ilos., TO1L to 1200, years
15?:» “18T60 000t 00600 schools.....Fos. 1201 $0 1800. 4 years
1%7? - 1879.»......400 5&00}.3.»--0» Q8. 1&)1 to , 22004» 3 y@m
L8E0 ~ 1885.c444..4500 schools.....Nos, 2201 to 2700.. { &6 yeors
3.5{3% bad 16900 seenca 0300 5choolS. s ux()ﬁ. 2701 to 30(-‘00 ‘ 5 Jeaxd
X &8&#1 - 19(:0,.;»».0:400 SQhOOl&:.-..JAOﬁa Ecl tO 3400! lﬂ YM
:";ﬂ! > l%g. ‘:' lf}ﬁ&. ssees .1500 3011031&. se0 QLQSQ Mﬂl t¢ 5‘000* 6& yeardje

oER TR

cramiz. - Dhapber " S....8tate Schools, 1873 - 1972,
o
?m Education Act of Dacember, applying as {rom the beginning of 1873,
mﬁa*m Yictoria the great horour of being the first of any State or countyy im
. therorld to introduce free and compulsory education. The Government took upem -
. ikbsekBithe trémendous -obligation of providing 8«:1:@@18 and teachers to educate
véwery Victorien child, Since 1873, then, it has been the Victorian Bducatiom
.- Department, “responsible through Parliament, to the Victorian pecple, that has
- ooptrolled Victordan State Education. In a little over thres years' time, the
Baucétion Dopariment will be celebrating its centemary, the completicn dn
gzc&w%w, 1572, of & hundred years'! educational service to the pocple of
: @ri&-n
. -The year 1873 was a particularly apzm)priate time and also a particularly
&if:ﬁmlt time for the State to assume total responsibility for primary
educalion - appropriate becsuse of the great population and ecomcmic growih
occurring then, and difficult because of the financial cost of meoting greatly
incredsed commitments to si’t the needs of a rapidly growing pojuleticn,
Vietcria was right in the middle ¢f a boom period of forty yoers, y
lasting from 1851 to 1891. There were three causes of this boom period. Pirstly,
there was the discovery of gold in ‘1851, and & sexies of gold rushes lasting
through the fifties and sixties. When the gold became less plentiful, the
Governmént had saved the country from economic disaster by unlocking the lands -~

that im, hg ead:mg the leuses to the sQuatlers, o i LI Ceiilg Opan wilc areas
for the guall selentor. & gresi .".ar:i roh in the *mﬂzﬂ“les and eightims took the
place ol tk*c soldd rushes, Too Uind prest fondocowion dnil bhe Gtete's economy was

the building of a vast net-work of railways in ‘he ue\wnmw and eightiles,
. 8erving the pioneer selectors, and openm6 up N : la.nd for belectian.

* English speaking Y
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: Some idea of the exte*xt of the respansibxlity which the Stata ‘had
shouldered can be gauged.from the table provided in our last chapter on the
numbering of schools.,It will be seen that for the four years 1873 to 1876
inclusive, 600 rew schools were established, which reans an aversge of 150
schools a yegr,. or twelve 8 mmth, or three necv schools opened every week
for 200 weeks, .

" The task of providing f'*ee e&ucatian for aly ehildren was nade more
- difficult by the tendencr of parents to exploit the generosity of the State.
!ﬂxmas, prior to 1873, nmost parents were content to send their children to
- w<'achool for three or i’aur yecrs, between tie ages of seven and eleven, now we
- #ind infants of *khrea and two years of age being envolled. There is even a
:record in one school wegister of a baby less than two years old, toddling off
‘40. school. Thc «‘chm't-mastw, iv seems, was not anly welcomed as a teachaz but
. a8 & mrse«mid. ,

Cha.‘otﬂr 6. sss Assi m&;ﬁgcal Bug;es,

Within the period cf 126 years of State involvement in edncation,thm
have been four kinde cf locel bodies appointed to control, adviss or assist in
- the management of schools. The institution of three of these kinds of lecal
- 'groups coincides with the beginning of each of the three periods in education
we have emumeraied in earlier chapters. In one or two instances, the change was
-one. of name rather than of form or powers. These are the bodies to which
- certain pwers werc d&legated.

1848 - 1852,...Boarda of ?at“ons.
1362 B 1872. e Jlocal C&mi‘b‘tesﬁ.
1873 - 1910! rx) CBW Qf Ad"’iceo
1911 cnwards...School Commitiees,

The M of Patrons. BEach pational achool and denominational school had its
Board of Patrons, an apt name, since these Boards did tend to be patronising.
It was the age of the squatter, and like the sguires of 01d England, the
squatters of Australia felt scme respemibilﬁ:y towards the families that serve
- them, They subscribed genercusly enough towards building a school, served
“willingly on the Board' of Patrons, carried cut their duties responsibly - snd
sent their oun children elsewherz o be aducated. Other local peopie to be
found amongst the Patrons were the local clergy, doctors. and such professional
men., The Board of Patrons had wide powers. For example, it appointed the
teacher and dismissed him if he was found %o be uvmsatisfactory. The Patroms -
fixed the fees to be paid, and determined what holidays should be taken and
vhen. The genéral practice was to grant three woels holiday a year - one at
Christmas time, one at Easter time, aud one for the local, anmal races.

The Local Committee. The change to Local Committees was one of name rather
than of powers, although a tendency can be seen for some of the equatters, at
’.!.eaat, to make way for-the more prominent toumsmen,

The Boerd of ﬁf} The institution of this body coincided with the introduot:
of free and ¢ ory’ educaiiom, and the beginning of the Education Department,
'1873. The squatter period was at an end, and local tradesmwen and professional
people moved in to take the place of the squatters in local management of the

. ‘'schools, There was one great weaknsss. The Eoard acted for a wide area and for
many schools, often tendering its advice, presumably to the Department, when it:
meribers were not vory cénvergant with the conditions under which a particular
.. @chool might be operdting, or with jhe wishes of the parents of the pupils of

. that school. Poi exauple,. the Morwell State School, ifo. 2136, came under tha

" jurisdiction .of the Rosedale Board of Advice, 25 miles away.

Zhe School Cowmittes., Our prescat school committees took the place of thc 3«;«
of Advice in 1911. This is a much better idea, with the members having a more .
personal interest in the achool, and a better knowledge of local roquirucuta.

- Chapter _7....School Buildings and Residenoss,

-An interesting comparison ocan be made between the acccemodation
provided in the squatter period of the fiftles and sixties, when tuildings, -
?o means sumptuous,.-wers at.least adequate, and that of the umtin.
vhen aeh ~hitses and residences of & wretahedly 1w standard vere the gensral
rule gthw ‘then the exception. .. ‘
: The reasons for this, &ecline in the awentiea are obvi.ous enough.,
In thc "f&m pla.ce, frca and com:.lscry e&*c&tim neant a vastly mmaod
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school porulation, and 2 heavy financial burden on the government. The .

Bducation Deravtrent had the greatest difficulty in stretching its means to

_ gover iis commitraunur

An egually important matter was the new type of landhelder occupying

~ the country, when the period of the selectors replaced that of the squatters.

 Although educatiion was free, the Education Department locked to the peopls of

~ each locality to help financially in the establishment of schools. Generally,
in their eagrunces for a schsol, the people in a centre would provide the first
achocl heuse cnd vesidence, Practically all of the selectors were very poor;
they were far lcoo able than their wealthy predecessors, to contribute to the
ezpense of buildivg & echeol., Thelr own standard of living was very low, and .
they ténded to zpply this low standard to the school building and the school
residenve. The siandard rosidence, oven for a married man with children, was
a two-rocmed hut, Here are three examples of the prevailing poor conditions:

On2 teccher complained that the rain poured through the gaps in the

alabs that ccuprised the walls, and the toxrn canvas,that was the eaves,turning

~ the earth floos into mud and pools. A second:complained that there was no door
‘%0 ¢lose the exlrance o his two roomed residence, with its flapping partition

in ldeu of a dividing wall. A third taught in a wattle and daub hut, where great

glabs of the daub (or mud) came away at the slightest touch.

o Steelc Rudd in "On Our Solectiuva ~lves zn accurate description of the

living conditions in selection areas. Here is his description of one such home:

- "It was a slabbad house,with shingled roof, and svace enough for two
rooms, but the rartiticio wasp't up. The floor was earth, but Dad had a mixture
of send and frech cuw-dung with vhich he used to keep.it level. There were no
locks on the doors, Fegs werzs put in to keep them fast at night, and the slabs
were not very close together, for we could see. anybody coming by loocking between
them, and we could count the stars through the eracks in the roof* ,

Chapter  8,... Secondary Schools. .

N Although e crezt Education Act of 1872 introduced free and compulsory
education, the cducat’on then provided by the State did not go beyond the
primary lorel. 13 was not until 32 years later, nearly one~third of the
centenary we are cbout o celebrate, that the State opened its first secondary
£3hool - the Meloowrne Contimuation School, later known as Melbourne High
School, in February, 1905. : .

. By 1910 there were ton such State secondary schools in Victoria, when a
total of 52 teachers teught a total of 1,338 pupils, figures which are less
than thoge for our biggest, single school today. '

By 1922, *he rumbers had increased slowly to 31 schools, 6,980 pupils,
and 232 teachers. o

- The first Stote secondary schools in Gippsland were the Sale Agricultural
High .School, established in 1909, and the Warragul Agricultural High School, .
established in 1911,

S Between 1905 and 1909, "continuation” schools were established at. ..
Bendigo, Geelong and Castlemaine, and agriocultural high schools at Warrnambool,
Ballarat, Shepparion end Wangaratta (in addition to the onme at Sale). In 1910
and 1911, there were agriculitural high schools established also at Cola., Mansfield

.. Even when a cacondary school was provided, the majority of pupils stayed
on at the primary schools, leaving school on the completion of the Grade V11l yeax,
In 1919, however, the change wes made to our present system, whereby most primary
schools ended at Grade V1, and all pupils at the end of that year transferved to
a secondary school.

The years from 1922 to 1946 represent & pericd of comparative stagnation
in Viotorian education, caused by the depression of the twenties and thirties,-
end by the Second World War, 1959-1945. By 1946, there were still only 46 high

mcm: N
But, in 1965, there were 210 high schools, with approximately 120,000
pupils and 6,000 teachers, with a commensurate growth also in the figures for
the girls' secondary schools and for the technical schools. .
The beginnings of our technicel school system are found in the old
schools of minea, art schools, and working-men's colleges. The slowness in the
‘development of this bremch of secondary education can be partly explained by
the feeling that used to exist, and still does exist in some parts, that an
artisan or apprentice should get his technical education outside of his working
hours. Schools of mirss lingered on long after the mining period had closed.
The technical school system started to grow from about 1920 onwards.
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; Secretary.....Hr: A. Ringin, 3 Carbine S’creet Mac, 3825, ~.-. 0 e
; Xuxontmy Meeting Nignt...The fourth Thursday. of the mwonth, =~ .
- at the Society's Rooms, Kirk Street, Mcs. * .~ .

e L Kn::t Heoting..‘rhumﬂ.ay, 26th. Saptembex, 1968. '

. W&Mn-u!‘h‘. -Ae m&ekﬁg Komsll, m Schovl, ﬂvrt’-’ﬁizg 3840. i
TR Fext Meeting..Instead ‘df holding our 'ususl meeting {kls month, on _
T the third Tuesday of the month, we ars eskins ovr members to
support the Traralgon Association's Musiccl History Night
to be held at Phelan's Restaurant, 8.00 p.m. Mounday, .23/9/68.
- This evenirg hac been arranged by Dr. C. Bridges-Wsbb, .
There will be a charge of 60 cents ta.covor ths cost of
the evening . : )

WMM

Secretary.....Mrs, V. Plant, 114 Grey Straet, Traralgon, 3844.
Pxograme.....?ha Society has announced its full yrogramme fcr the
o - wvest of the year, as follows:

September. .2,/‘9/68...&135.@1 Bistory Evening et Phelen's
_ Restaurant, Traralgon, starting at 8.00 p‘a.
o Axrrepged by Dr, C. Br:.dges'-%b‘b.‘ :
Admission...60 centa. )
‘ Gofhaher..u. .8/10/68...Exmion to Reedy Crcek, an early Gippsland
- property, about 30 miles fron Traralegdn.. .
Start from Trerelgon Post Cfice, 1.30" Dede
nmar..avfnlsa.,.sxmm to Woodlands, six miles out of
Yarrvem. Start f¥bm Traralgon P.C. 1.00 p.m.
Becember...&nmzal Christmas Party. Déte to be anmmm*e,fl la.ter.

We have devoted most of this month's issue to letters from corrvespondents,
commenting on, correcting, and adding to materiszl we have already presented Ve
. welcome such letters, commend the writers for their enterprics, and urge others,
particularly the older folk,: to let us have their storics and xamm.seences-'“w*
The oantributora ami their subjects are: -

m E’.K. Weat.... u-iavr}‘y Tmalgon mmtg Schools. HMr.A. BI'}‘SQYA« . agwm E‘iﬁmn
F:r' ?oaLomugesBulgbhack mld “?&WOI‘&, 3.9140 Tirs .J. Lur‘fh‘..ebc-‘-a*'ly I‘R‘Wll
Frs. De Kemp......A Femily of Journsiists. Miss J.Carlhrediiy, Tyers,

Mr, Neil T.Hansen...The Historic Grave in the Point L&mdme«&am*ﬁff Gmtm.
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Barly Traram Private §" ggod“i_,g .N,..bg Vigs B.H.West,
1, The "Retreat” School in Kay Street. i
One of the earliest and best-known of the private schools in Traralgon
was that conducted by Hiss Campbell (later Mrs. Finney) at the back of her parents'
guest-house or high-class boarding establishment in XKay Street, and kmown as the
"Retreat". The school had an enxeolment of about 20 pupils inaludmg the children
of Cr. John Peterkin, store-keeper and mill-owner, the sons of Mr.James Campbell,

Shire Secretary, and the McCleary children, whose father was Manager of the Baak
of Australla,

Miss Campbell married Mr, F;mey, the t‘lerk of Courts at Sale.
22 Mra, Anderson's School, mrg,m Heth:mg more is lmown about this school.
32 Mra, P,A.Crowe's School,

4 notice in the Traralgon yaper in November,1887 announced that a primary
school had been opened in Seymour Street, next to Marriage, lLawrenson and Laidlaw's
by Mrs. P.A.Crowe, C.T. Presumably the C.T. stands for Certificate of Teaching.

4, Miss Muldoon's School.

This school was opened in about 1890 in a brick cottege in Hotham Street.
One of the pupils was James H. Rogara. ‘

5. Ben Venuo School,

proverty before it wag subdivided into town allotments, Miss. w’est, who attended
this school 1893 to 1895, says that the name is Scottish and can be found in

Walter Scott's poem, "The Lady of the Lake¥. In an advertisement in Jamuary,1891,
" 1t-was described as the Ben Venue Private School for ladies, the principal being
Mrs, Nepier. Another teacher at the school was Miss Turner.

Amongst those enrolled at the school were Eva lest; Gertrude, Gladys.and

Ormond Pettit; Victor, Evelyn and May Grubb; Elsie Klesettel; Mabel Thompson;
Alan Helean; Elsio, Lan,!&ollie,’!?cm,anﬂ Walter mzlig&n; !&arion Snd Elsie Matthews.

T;ge Migses Boyd's School.

This school was begun about . 1900 in %:he oz.d mmisee ef Tmralgon's
first and only licensed club, by two sisters. cff tim nane - of Boyd.

7. The Victory Park School. - " L

This school was at the corner of ¥ill ané Ar@].e Stmts, so although we
do not know vhat its name was or_if it had & name, for convenience sake we can
call it the Victory Park School. It begen in about 1200 and lasted for about
ten years, the first teachers being Miss Hagen and Miss Stelle Robimaon. ™~ =

Pupils who took part in the firsi Christmas Bresk-up Party were Maxjory,
Christine and Ula Robinson; Queenie and Reba. Coates;-lay eand Arthur Woodyatt;
0lge and Claire Duncan; and Dolly and >oy Elliott,

Miss Stella Robinson was the laughter of Surveyor Robinson and Mrs.
Robinson, nee Guthridge, one of the early Sale families, and after whom the lake
there is nemed. Miss Hagen left firs:, and then Miss Rebinson left to marxy Hugh
Du Ve, son of Charles Ignatz Du Ve, Jlerk of Courts at Rosedales,

The school was then carried ¢n by a young lady of French descent, Miss
Bugenia Loughier until she married !>, L.T.Crawford, a’ young bank clerk at the
Colonial Bank. The couple returned %o Traralgon later when the Colonial Bank
had becoms the National Bank and Mr. Crawford was appointed Mapager of the
Traralgon Branch, They lived for mary years ah Traralgon.

Macfarlane Burnet attended -his schqo}. for a tims.

8, Miss Jones' School.

For a short time liiss Jomes, sister of Mr.H.C.Jones, a Traxalgan Baak“
Manager, conducted a kindergarten acheol in the Ostler's Gattage ad;}oining the
‘Praralgon Hotel. One of her pupila was Gladys Fettit,

9. Looh Park Tadies' School. Warvick Villa, Traraieon, 1905,

Miss West, who attended evening classes ‘at this school for a few mtha.
says that the location of the place was in Breed Sireet, opposite the old gravel
pit. Miss Cumming, the Principal of the achool, heli a univerafty degree. An
advertisement in 1905-stated that lMiss Cumming, "laie of Melbourne and Sydney*
mvided girls with e high-class education, and that ‘he mrrimxlnm was an
‘axtmive one. Prospsctuses could be obtained on ‘app.ication. -

e
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On Page 6 of Vol. 6; o, 10 (Novamber 1967), mention is made of :
Bulgohaok and Waterford, The following personsl reminiscences may interest you.

: In 1914, a5 an undergraduate in the cfmrae of Civil Engineering, at
the University cf helbourne, I applie& to the I)epartmen't of Lands and Surwv
for expemence in surveying. A% that time, Mr.F.C.Cholmondelsy (or Chc«mley?

. their Staff Surveyor based on Sale, was working on road location a little abavo
Vaterford, and I was given first-class travelling expenses and t6ld to join him.
.- . Barly one morning, I was met at Stratford station by Bob,the mailman,
vith trap and pair, and we drove to Bulgoback Hotel, where we spent the first

night, It was little more than a shack, with two rooms for road travellers.

These rooms had uneven,earth floors and indescribably uncomfortable beds.
However, there was a communal wash-hand basin with plug and outlet pipe. The
.water supply was from a bucket. The reason that I can remember this after fifty
‘years is that, above the basin, was a cardboard notice nailed to the wall, and
on which was written: "Gents are requested to shave every day; otherwise the
hairs block the pipe."

‘ From Waterford, I had my first experience of riding a horse. The stores
for the survey camp were carried on a pack-horse plodding alongside. Mr.Chonmley
met us en route. His camp was close by the Wonnangatia River in the roughest -
country I had yet seen.

He worked with an eight-inch hand-clinometer set at a aslope of 2%
&agreas, with me at the end of a fifty~-foot sieel band, and holding & rough
staff. He would wave me up or down the sidelong slope until the cross-piece on
. By staff could be seen in his clinometer. Large, temporary pegs were then
drivcn every 50 feet along the centre line of his location.

v Then he chose the side-line or boundary of his rcad, and permanent pegs
were driven in. These permanent pegs wers then accurately surveyed and plotted
4o scale. The other side of the road was then shown on paper and the lengths of

- boundary were calculated for it, That is how all Gippsland's early Lands
Department roads were lccated, in the roughest parts.

; What lr.Chomley taught me in 1914, I taught to 2 special school of
engineering undergradustes from the Patna and Caloutta Universities in 1945,

I was then CG.E. Bihar P.W.D.,and received an 0.B.E. for road work.

. But, about the family which was nearest Chomley's camp -~ say & ‘wile away.
The.father was a big-hearted Irishman. I do not remember his name, and it is not
meritioned in your journal. Everyone called him "D=d”, and he, his wife, and
about. ten. children, -all lived in a small bark-humpy. of about two rooms. There
yas a, am}.l vegetable garden encleosed by & fence of vertical sapling lengthe™
ph;z:hqd close together to ksep the foxes out. A good number of fowls had a fowl
house: in the vegetable garden, and at- n:ight-t:.me, for further security, tliey
ghared the 4wo rooms with the family.

For milk and meat, thers were two or three cows and a small mob atv%hup.
Dad grew his own tobacco, and worked for specks of gold in a vexy old disusad
tunnel in a hillside near by,

7 The few families round about used to take.turms at :nmning a ge‘k-—togethtr
. for some fo@t-runmm;. tugs: of war, and aueh like; and a mple of kegs were
always brought in by pack-horse., -~ '

. I remember very clearly the “mee‘bing" thet was held at Bsd'a place, -

. There was a, goftwoo»d form about 9 feet long such 'as school children used, This
puzsled me £or there-was no school in the.vicinity as far as I knew. Now I séde
that it must have come from %Iatarforfi School, §0.2543a, which had been closed
sbmzt 30-years. before that. -

o ‘The viaitora from the mrrmmding country cvnsistad of six to nine men
and you’chs, aboyt twelve women, and a few children. 411 uame on harsao or pamoa,
thm could be po wheels in that country. - .

.. While 2ll were.waiting for Ded to organi.ze %he pscoceedings the men, who
‘had started on the beer, sat on the woodem form. The women were standing,talking,
about ten yards away, Suddenly Dad saw this situation,-and in a voice that could
be heard a mile away, he shouted: "Get up orf thet secat you lazy lot of loafers,
and let the bloody woumen sit dm" -~ the spontanams reaction of one of
Nature's gentlemen, . -

Un the other hand, the 100&1 peaple got a good deal of entertainment
out of observing me. T had’ arrived, wedring a white, starched collar, a grey.
suit, tan shoes,and a straw-decker with the University colours on the hat-band,
- and with no skin on my backside, so tm; I could not sit down for days after.
At firet, almost every question I csked seemed to raise a laugh, but soon the
laughter died down as these kind~-hearted people began to meke allowances for me.



i, Chuley was transferred to the 1ocating and re-pegging .of property
bm&aﬁes Zowh nesr Lake Reévd. Hé hired a cottage rosr Mri Rcbinson's house
and the Jime-kilns at Dutson, and we moved away from that lovely country below

_ Daxgo and. its peopls. I wes sorry,for I oould not help thinking that the more I

saw of these peapla, and Dad in particular, the more I liked and respected them,
. T am gotting on ih my seventies now zod I write these lines in the hope

that,some day. some historian mey use them in painting a word picture of the

Bulgoback Hotel, the work of the piomneer road surveyors, and the way of life of

v the people up there on the Vonnangatta River in the early 1900's.

- 1 thark the "News® i‘or taking ina back again to the Crooked Rivm; countyy.

i.@

A Familv of J sts ., "":292 _,.,&mA 4

Having just rend the Morwell Historical Society News, Vol. 6; e, 10
(Novenber, 1957) sent to me by Mrs. Arthur Horrow, I wondered if it is too late
%o add a little to the news of Grant. .

¥y grandfsther, James Ryan, from Nenagh, Tipperery, Im&anzi, established
the newspaper, "The (rooked River Chronicle", at Grant in 1865,

¥y father, James Cue Ryan of Maffra, had the only bound copies of this
newspaper in. existence., Unfortunately, many years ago, he lent them to someone
in the Maffra district. They were not returned, and now they cannot be fmmd
Weo fear that they nust have been destroyed.

You may be interested to know that my father's cousin, Charles Pitt sm.
started the Morwell Gazette in 1885. He had previoucly been in partnorship with
his brother, Philip Pitt Nind, on the Waxwvagul Guardien, I have just read's

) lengthy,dstailed account of the life and death of Ph..lip Pitt Nind, given in the

Spectator in Harch, 1891, This was written vy wy grandfather, James Ryan,

_.brother in law of the Nind brothers.

(vzs, Zenp has been thoughtful enough ta provide us with a copy of

-+ the obituary in the Maffra Spectator of 1891 The date of the partioum
issue ia not given, but it muat have been thu next issue ¢f the paper
after Monday, 15th, March, 1891, the day of ’.P.Nind's death. Below,

. w2 give ‘& swmary of the more important item.,)

"The death has ocourred at his residence, 'Elmleigh’,Warrsgul, of
Hr, Philip Pitt Nind, proprietor of the Warragul Gussdian, Dy, Wickens attended

, him in his laet illness, and ocalled in Dr. Trumpy ix comsultation. His family

and & clonz friend, Rev. H. Hewaxd were with him ir the final hours,

Philip Pitt Nind was the eldest son of Dr. Prlip Pitt Nind, late of
Torquay, Bngland. He was born at Habertonford, Devouhire, in 1847, He has besn
8 resident of Victoria for about 26 years, and has hen married for 24 years, '
He leaves a widow and four children - two sons and <o dsughters. Ho wes the
proprietor of the Warragul Guardisn and the Morning:n Country Hera&d, and has

.. been a resident of this dlstrict for the past twelv yeara,

Twelve years ago, he established the Guardia in partnership with his -
brother, Charles Pitt Nind, but six years later thepartnership was discolved,

. and C.P.Nind moved to Morwell whore he started the aszeite.

Until f2iling health compelled his retiremes, Mr. P.P.Hind was & prominent
nembeyr of the local corps of the Mounted Rifles. Hwwas,in fact,the founder of-
the corps in this distriot and was recognized as bung the best shot in Gippsland.

- He wag also & member of the Gippsland Forest Lodge f Freemssons, one of the: M

Geremonies ho conducted being-the installation of .s brother as worahipf‘ul
Master of the Hopetoun Lodge at Morwell, about thxs weeks ago.

Among those who attended the funeral were L: som, lr. Vernon Pitt mm,
his brothers, Mr.Cherles Pitt Nind (Morwell Gazett.,and Mr, Arthur Pitt Nind
(Mornington Country Herald), and Mr. Herbert Piti ‘nd (Warregul Guardisn); his
brother~in-law, Mr, James Ryan {Maffra Speotator);nd his nephews, Mr.

George
. Ryam, Mr, Herbert Ryan (wmmua Chronicle), and r. ?ercy Ryan (smm College,
. -Helbourne).,

‘-,, Cr

The funeral aerv:!.oo .was conducted by tha Rc. Arthnr Almatt, mmmhent

A"j.;o'i' S@u Paul's !mglican Churchr

o
e ¥

rugh Fe £ Gy in 1856,
" In an open’ fiald.,nﬁ‘ the Stmrau-}ial}.’s G: RBoad, about three milss from

Si:mell, is a monument bearing the following inscrtiom:

"This stone marks the site of the Treasury,mercial Street, Ploasm
| Gmak,vhich in l&fmwkm of 56,000 mople.



- xm.k.x.ubeke of ‘Morwell has forwarded to us the ronwing information
given to her by & fanily friend, itr, Douglas Marlane. Southport, Queshsland,

;;12 Hillier.
© Billy's Creelr wss nomed after Billy Hillier, co~holder of Scrubby Forest

Station with Hicol Srown. Billy Hillier was speared by aboriginals and buried on
a small rise about three chains from Billy's Creek on property, later owned by
Mr. McFarlane, who acquired it through the Soldier Settlement Scheme after World
Wer 1, Previously, it was a part of the McMillan Estate (Hazelwood Station).

Fir. McFarlasne remembers the grave gquite clearly, marked as it was by a
briar rose which grew on it for many years. then the present owner, lir. Douglas
Law, was constructing a silage pit on this hill, Mr. McFarlsne asked him to
change the proposed position by a few yards to avoid disturbing the grave.

He described it as being "a few yards in from the dividing fence".

Mee lace.

There was a meeting place for a number of Gippsland aboriginal tribes on

& swall Lill on a property near Churchill. Mr, MoFarlane said it was on top of a
' hill but alsc added, "on Brazil's property”,so there .seems to be come doubt here.
Hr, McFarlane's father used to say there was always a mound of ashes there after
their comboree, where they used to "feast,fight and carry~-on". Mr.McFarlane
and his pals used to fossick there when -t:hay were boya .and teund such aboriginal
relics ds stone axe-heads.

" c P ’

b .Coelty’ lemp had property a.long H&&dle Creék, Onoe, he was bailed up in
lis lm:b by the ‘tribe ‘of aboriginals from that area; bycause he had refused to
@w them any more tea,tzobacco,etc. He kept them a} hay with hia muzzla—loadaﬁ
gingbut wes reluctant o sheot, because he was a very religious

-7 They hirled-spears and set fire to the bark (or thatch) roof of his hut.
Bventually he managed to have a talk vith them, and explained that he would not
give them anything more because they had been stealing his cattle.

::" But,dpparently the real culprits were a tribe of about 30 aboriginals at
Mirboo North. The Middle Creek tribe then diaapgmed from the scene for some -
time. About six of the original dozen ‘or so turned up again a& little later,
somewhat battle-scarred, and tipped out a dilly-bag full of tongues at Cocky
Champ's feet, saying, "The:,r no more stealem cattle,Boss; all dead".

This experience played on the mind of Cocky Champ so much that he pm‘d
up and left the district,

.. Thank you i‘ar the "24orwen Hist@rical Society Rws, Veluma 1", I can
vouch for its accuracy genmerally, but I think there is an important omission
on Page 18, No. 30, "Morwell in the Year, 1900",where the business houses are
1isted, east from Hazelwood Road. ‘

After the Bank of Austrelasia should come Murdoch's Hotel, and a shop or
two - one a newsagency run by Mr. Bob Tulloch. Murdoch's Hotel has considerable
aignifi%nca for me, since that is where my father alvays put up, from his -
earliest days in the district. There was an archway between the hotel and the
bank, under which all vehicular traffic had to pass. The last people I knew who
ran the hotel was the Barry Family. Dick Barry was the licences for many years,
and bn‘foro him, it was Mrs, Barry Senior. Charles Davey had it for a time also.

‘. . Mre Co.R.Aherin was a popular Manager of the Bank of Australasia, I well
remember Mr. John McMillan of Easelwcod Estate, & crony of my father. He died
abcpt 1898, 1eevixxg threg sons - Donald, Jack and Alex, and some daughters. -

I remamber also very well Samuel Vary, from whom I received & medal on
the ccoasion of the coronation of His Majesty, King Edwaxrd Vil, in 1902. '

I still have » yhoto taken in Morwsll on that day. As it turned out, the King
was not crowned then,after all - he suffered an operation for appendicitis instead.

I remember the day my father came home from Morwell (which he used to
visit every Tuesday) and recited to all and sundry the poem about "Rintoull has
& son"., John Rintoull and William Bryson were real "buddies".

People by the name of Donaldson ran the store on the corner of Tarwin
Street and Commercial Road before John Hall took it over. Reading about Dr.Moir
brings back memories to me; as does.the name of Miss Vigar, an early post-
mistress at the old posto-cfﬂce. Ii: was tham I opened my first bank account
about 'E:ha turn of the. centu.xy
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 Lyers. ‘and the Tyers' Mechanics Zggt;tgta“&hx Miss Jean Gaigbrgﬁh.

ame "Pyers!.

The school at Tyers was originally called Boola Boola School, obv:&mml;v"
an eboriginal name, vut &t the request of the residents, the nams was c.hangad to
Tyers to match the name of the distriet and the township's post-olffice., .

Boola Boola, shortencd to EBoola, now survives only as the nuwe of the State
forest in the Tyers Hills. The township Tyers is named after the Tyers River
nearby, which,in turn,was nared after C.J.Tyers,the first Gippsland Lends

Commissioner. In the early days, mail was usually addressed to "the Tyexrs”,
maaning the Tyers River Sebileuent,

fghg Mechunics Inatiluts. '

- Ano *wt the first trustees of the Tyers Mechanics Imti ute, built about
1895, were J. Fitsgitbon, Andrew Gailbraith, Matthew Gailbraith, and probably
Johu: Rosa, father-in-law of Androw CGallbroith. Jobn Roas was the local preacher,
conducting services first in the school, and later in the Mschenics Hall.Me died
in-1908. After he retired from teking church services, Tysrs was served by
visiting clergymen of varicus protéstant denominations, taking afternoon servioces,
- The Mechanics Institute was 2 weatherboard building with an 'uneven soft- .
wood floor, and consisting of the mein hall, Xitchen and library. Naturally, it
was the social centrd of the township and district, 4 small tank supplied water,
énd 61l lamps on brackets down each well provided ilighting, The library room -
was small, measurdng about 10 £ by 10 £t.

The bullding waa m.rraunﬁeﬂ by fine red-boz trees, the largest I ha:n am.
At the time -of ths Coronation of King George V, in 1913, two long tebles down the
centre of the hall were guificient to accemmo&ate at the celebration dinner, all
the residents of the district. During the First World War, it was used for jumble
sales and other fund-raising efforts. About 1920, a traveller who owned& wireless
set.invitecl everyone »ound about o the hall to hear this wondewful, new means
of communication, 411 that could be heard was statie, and some faint sounds that
might have been music -~ but everyons thought it was marvellous.

The old,zoftwoed floor was eventually rep}.aced by & polished jarrah floor.
Later again, largely through the efforts of ¥r, .F,G}xris‘tamen, for many years.
a tmstae, the £1d building was sold to Mr, J.K.Anderson for demelition and '
removal, ard sufficient exira money was raised and borrowed to build the present
brick hall., In the course of the building of the neir hall and the neir butter~
factory, &ll the beautiful old box trees wers cut down,

bravy. , ‘
Vhen the Mechamies Institute was built, Matthew Gailbreith was sent $o
Helvourne ty the Trustees, with £20 to buy bocks to start tho Librery. The first
Books Were easily houded in lerge cupboards, and then in open shelves. The
original libl?ﬁ'.*‘} contained sets of classice, such as the works of Dickems, Savtth,
Thackersy and George Elliot ; a2 variety of travsl books, ineluding Darwin's .° -
"Yoyage of the Beagle", and "Naturalielt on the imazen™;a little history, H&mﬂay
and Gibbon,for emmple, populer fiction, and eh._idxem'a books by such authors an
Charlotte Young, Kipling, Henry Kingston and Ellis.

¥hen the old building was sold for removal, the books were mckad in’ca
boxes and stored at the butter factory, where they Just deteriorated until most
were useless. 'I.‘ha rest were sold for a feow shillings,

Thé Grave at Queenncliff-Point Lonsdale..eby Mrmg_gwm'
Mr. Neil T. Hensen, genealogist of 11 Denmver Crescent, El.a’cermt:l.ek, 3185, writes:

‘I notice on Page 6 of the issue for April, 1968 (Val. 7: Yo, 3), there is
a reference to "Miss Jones, buried in the Queeriscliff-Point Lonsdale Cemetery".
I have & tiny snapshot, taken in Pebruary 1953, of her tombstone. The grave is
enclosad by iron railinga and the msaripticn on the tombstone reada: -

Sacred to.the memry -of Hies Maz:y Blizabeth Jones, & native
of Beulth, Brechnockshire, Wales, who wes drowned vhilst
bathing at Queenscliffe, on the lat. Peb., MDCCCLXLL, when
genercusly endeavouring to rescue the daughtar of Sir Henry
Barkly from a similar fate.

: e
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Wx}@ (1815-1898) a3 Governor of Jamaica 18‘3~)6 Victoria, 1856-6’3;
Mauritius, 1853-70; and the Cepe Colony, 1870-77.. ﬁi& Victorian caveer, which'
coincided with the first seven years of responsible: government here, was gL
werkedly successful because of his wise and tactful handling of State mattexrs.

L]




Joeurnal of the Morwell Hiutcrical Socie‘ky, Publiah«i on the i0th, day
of each menth, February to November.

Batter......I.T.Maddern, Mexwell Eigh Scheol, Herwell, Victoris, 3840.

Rogiatared at the Genera.i. l’ost Otf‘*c@, ﬁdbm@,
: i’ar tramsaion as & periodam.

Annual g*ubacript;.m soess 8 100
Life M&rdﬁp evnsaesese$10=00

ATRECT s 00 s olirn. B, . Gerrard, 18 Hoyle Street, Horwell, 3840.

Searetaxy......Mr. A. Ringin, 3 Carbine Street, Moe, 3325,
louthly Meeting Night...The fourth Thursday of the menth, at the
Socliety's Rooms, Kirk Street, Hoe.
e Fext Meeting...Thurasday, 24th. October, 1968.

ﬂmmnuuﬁx. A, ludeke, Morwell ﬁj@ Schbol. Mal.l; 2840,
If@nb@i@ Heating Night..The Third Tuesday of the momth, in the
Library, Morwell High School. '

Rext Heoting...Tuesday, 15th. Ootober, 1968. This will be cur lest
official meeting of the year. However, members sre invited
$0 Join with the Trarsalgon Society for the November mmm
to Woodlands (17/11/68) and for the Armual Christeas Party
in December.

Sm*@tw..“..gra. V. Plant, 114 Grey Street, Traralgon, 3844.

Hovesber,,.17/11/68, . .Exoursion to Woodlands, six miles ocut from
Yarvem, Start from the Tramlm Pl 1,00 pome

DeostbDeroccsscrseseq o Ammal Christons Paxrty.

The Stoxy of Jung,

Jung is a little tmmﬂd.y cn the main Melbourne to m@mac railvey
1ine,192 =ilse from Melbourne, and between the towmship of Murtoa and the
City of Horshem, We have devoted the whole of this issue to the story of Jung
for esweral reasons, the chief of which is that our editor was born and bred
thers 2nd enjoyed his primary schooling at the Jung State School, No, 1728,
Howersr, it will be seen that most of the account here is woven roumd

the histery of the school at Jung, and so has a connection with the History ef
the Education Department, which has been for some months past, ard will be fer
some tims {0 come, our chief historical obsession.

3% is & very good exsmple also of the wealth of information sbout any
locality that ogn be found in the school records. This school is partioulazly
fortunads in that its original register, begun in 1876, remains inmtact.

(ue of the signatories of the petition in March,1881 requesting the

- re=oval of the eshool from the origina) settlement area to the rail-hsad at -
Jung, was George J. Coles,(wheat-buycr),who later started a store at Jumg, amd
then, im 1837, moved on to Diapur and opened a store there. His scn, another
GoJ.Colga, was born in Jung, 28th.March, 1885, =ad many years lsier, oviginabted
the fapouo Ocles' chain stores. "Can anr good thing come cut of Bethlehen?" Yes,
we thisk eo.
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The Storv o %a thar:i_a, Australia.

-Chapter 1 +... Eour Namgs for the Toun: shig_g, Jung,.

‘ -~ Although State School No., 1728 has aliroys been known officially as-
tha Jung Jung (or- simply Jung) State School, the community it has served has
had four different names =~ Taylorts Creek, Green Hills, Jerro, and Jung Jung,:
or five, if the abbreviation to Jung is accepted as a different name,

The stream on the banks of which ths first settlement was made in 18’?3
is the Yariambiack Creek, a distmbutary of the Wirmera River, leaving its.
parent stream at Longerenong, "the place of the parting of the waters".

The first squatters to take up Longerenong Cattle Station (in 1844) were
the partners, Dugald McLachlan and William Taylor. Obviously, the name Taylor's
Creek comes from the second of this ya:ir, Later, William Taylor moved to ke:.lcr
and figured. prominently in the story of the Keilor Shire.

‘Thig early name of Taylor's Creek is' found cnly in the first year of
the records of the school (1875), as, for example, in the petition drawn up by
William Coomwbs in March, 1875, stating that "the inhabitants and house~holders
~ of Taylor's Creek, adjacent to Green H:a.lls Cattle Station, desired the .

- establishment of a school",

" 'The seaona name, Green Hills, was taken from this adaaoent station
mentioned by Mr, Coombs. Indeed, the postal address for ‘son g time from 18’26
‘ nwa:rds was "Greéen Hills, via Horsham",
‘Then’ c:ame ths State surveyors who marked out an area one. mile squaxa
for a township, ‘and gave it the name of Jerro. Jerro was on the west bank: ef
the Yarmambiack Creelr, two miles north-east of the present township of Jung. :

* & plan of Jerro at this time (1877) showed the site for a cemetery; a five-acre
- allotment fdr a school; and several roads, including the-road to Kewell, whieh
was another of the early squatting stations. West of the cemetery was Coombs*

selection; opposite the school site was Touhy's selection (and here, James
‘Touhy:built the first hotel; ‘which also served as the first postwffz.oe), east
of :the .school site was ‘the Green Hills Station Paddock; and other land nearby
was in-the name of Sir Samuel Wilson, the last occupier of Longerenong Station
before the era of .selection began. It was this man, Sir'Samuel Wilson, who gave
, the Unive:csity of Melbouriie £30,000 .to build the orig:wal Wilson Hall,. :
‘ When the railway line, Melbourne to Adelaide, was built, reaching the
Winmera "area in 18?8, it became inevitable that the old township site of Jerro
) would ‘be abarder3d in favour 6f the present site at Jung Jung Railway Station.
© The first name suggested for the new township at the rail-head was .
"Normanby", in honour of the Marquis of Norman?, Governor of Victoria,l879-1884,
Maps ‘of the area at ’ch.z.s time, and still held in the Lands Department, shéw the
place as "Normanby",and indeed, the local Rechabite Lodge still uses the name
of "Normanby Tent". Before coming to Victoria, the Marquis of Normanby had been
Governor. of Queensland_, 18711874, and Governor of New Zealand, 1874-1879. His
title was taken from the viilage of Normenby in the north-east of Yorkshire, a
villagey.which; by its very nane, is a double reminder of our British History.
The affix "by": is simply Danish for "village" 80, in the long run, we find
that Nermanby is an English village, so cal,led by the Danes because the Normans
settled there.
‘The day for the off&cial re«-naming of the township "Normanby" was to be
" a gala occasion, with street decorations, general festivities, and an invasion
of visitors arriving by special train from Horsham. But a great storm on that
day blew down the decorations, the street arches, and even some of the chimneys
of the houses. The spécisl train was cancelled, and so was the ceremony. There
was no second attempt and the township remained: "Jung Jung", so called because,
. like Jerro, it wag mthin the area of the Parish of Jung Jung. Years later, in
~the 1920'8, the Commissioner of Railways, Mr, Harold Clapp, with his commendable
zeal for simplicity and efficiency,cut the mame of his railway station st Jung
‘Jung by half, Most of us will probably agree that the name Qf J‘ung is better
than Jung Jung, and less pretentious than Normanby.

M"Jung Jung" is an aboriginal name, but no-one kmms for sure: what it
 means, The repetition in the name is merely the aborigines! form of emphasis,
meaning "big", or "large quantity of", Some authorities say that "Jung Jung"
means "swamp", and indeed, there are two swamps in the area — the Darlot Swamp,
and the Jung Swamp. However, there is generally a lot of guess—work in this
allotting of meanings to aboriginal terms. It is ’bc*ster to do without any
translation at all than to accept arbitrary. and dogmatm interpretations of
daubtful authentici’cya




The petition drawn up by William Coombs.in'March, 1875, asking for the
establishment of a school at Green Hills; via Horsham, was signed by seventeen
parents of 60 children of school age, It added that there was "a neat and
commodious building available, which could be reached by not less than. 50 ;
children residing within a radius of two miles". The: sigwaoriea of this firat
petitmn, and the number of their schcol—age children, were:=

William Coombs (4); = Thomas Hutchesson §2§; - Patrick Barrett (4),
~ Jemes Touhy (3); =~ John Thomas Baker (5); = William Lee (1);
. Carl Wi Buf (6); ~ William Bateman (4); ~ John Baker (3);
" Isaac Maynard gsg;' ... Mrs, Charlotte Lee (1)  William Somers (3);
“William Mages (5);  Mrs. Amn Mackley (8);° - Robert Winterton (2).

' I}nfcrtuna'bely, the bottom of the petition is now frayed, and two B

‘names are missing, but they are probably those of the two brothers, Eatthew

Baker and :Alfred Baker, who were half-brothers of two men listed above - Joha
Baker, and John Thomas Baker, -

The building available was apparently a church, beeauae there is, ai: 4his
point in the file, a letter from the Primitive Methodist minister at Murtoa,
Reve J. T. Pithouse, supporting the petition and stating that "a Primitive
Methodist chapel has been erected at Taylor's Creek, and could be rented by the
Department for £5 a year, Pithouse also mentioned a Wesleyan chapel three miles
away (probably the first home of the Fineview School, No, 1745), suggesting
that a second school could be established there, on a half-time basis if

- mecessary, This was the building which was moved to Jung from Fineview in 3;383:

16 become the:first church in Jung, Methodm'b to begin with, and later, about

1910, the Church of England.,
- There was further support for the pe’c:.tionars from Mr, C. I}ougherty,

’Gomeépondent of the Board of Advice at Horsham, in a letter dated July, 3.875.

A further petition in May, 1877, still from Greenhills via Horsham,

bui: a';k\‘ year a_f:e% the school had been established in the temporary accamadation

~provided by the Primitive Methodist church, requested the building of &a proper

school and: residence on the allotted site. The great increase in the number of
signatures in this petition (1’7 more names, which exactly &oubled ‘the number on

the petition ‘of two years earlier) gives some indication of the rush of selectors,
.with tradesmen and others in their wake, occurring in all parts of I)‘ictoria at

this t:.me, when the l2nd was beinz taken from the squatters and thrown open. forg

.} seftlement. New petitioners in 1877, with the numbers of their school-age .
~‘children, and not including Matthew Beker (6), and Alfred Baker. (6), bet;h of

Py b

whom -were amongst the first selectors in 1873 y Weres=

Philip Bateman (4); - “*:;ehn Cavter (2), T o
William May (6); o Wichael Murphy (3), " J Meehan (6)3 . i:
‘Henry Dunn (2); ~ -~ ' John Murphy (3); " Je Ashwell 24%:
John Stratford (2); - Mr. Bowan (4), ~ ' James Daly '
~George Scarse (1); " Mre Redding (1); Mrs, Maria Sperber (6),
" Mr, Thompscn (2); John Hill (1); - 'Thomas Winterton (2)3

-

" Probably all these signatories were farmers, witn the. excepta.on of

“(fﬁwrge' H. Scarse, the second teacher at the sachool, aueceeding Samuel Trpnd in

avamher, 1876,
- ‘There were later pe‘bitions (liaxch 3.881 and: July 1883.) urging the ‘

‘3

f%'removal of the school from Green Hills ox Jerra to the rail~head at. .}'ung J’fuzgs
«and a counter-petition, also in July 1881, opposing the suggeated. mwa.w

But before we leave Jerro, let us picture the place as it was -be é;re

w"L'hc-:& railway killed it. It seems to have consisted simply of, James ﬁ‘m’s hotel

st-office, the newly-built school and.residence, (camglefted in September,

5187‘7 “the Primitive Methodist Church, probably a blacksmith's shop, possibly

a small,general store, the ye’c umased cemetesry reserve, and perhaps & privaéi‘qe

- residence or twoo. -

The 1881 petitions are dnubly mgortant m tha‘c the cccu;mtions are

‘ ';_-g&ven with the names, and the indications are that businesses had already 'begn

‘~::@eatablished at Jung Jung by that date. Signatures includad the fullowinge- -

*i:8 1 g, R. Godwin - stovekeeper ' James Touhy = hotel-keeper :

R Richard Mills - storekeeper e D B Paaigq - hotel*k%eFeﬁ

o " Henry Heath - storekeeper-' -~ “ " John Cook = hotel-keéeper "
Je We Lamb -~ saddler; Thomas Chandler - blacksmith
Walter Chandler - carpenter = = =~ Robert Tweedie ~ blacksmith
George J, Coles = wheat-buyer John Gould -~ blacksmith

This G.J. Coles was the father of G.J. Coles of Coles! Chain Stores.




““nis 80th, year, There is a bhoﬁo of Samuel Trend,"

.. Here is the complete: 1i.st of the head»teachers e:!: Jung State Schoal,k o
No. 1728, from its iacepti@n in April, 1876:- . o

1876 seesesesamiel Trend G 1958 eevaew Rﬂn&ld As Fyffa
1876-1880...George He Scarse o 01953=1956 44 JKevin J. Papworth
18681-1894 ., .Alexander Millar. .~ . 1956-1957...Kevin J. Hatshorne -
1894~1899.+ s JOhn Sleeman 1957=195%..«Le0. Jo Ke:med,y‘ : ot
“ 19004 saesseaMiss Murphy (acting) © 1959, 4+ o o Kennieth- Ry “Thalmers
-1900-1920, ..Gevrge Page " .- 19600 e0secsele Eu- Baselay

- 1920-1923., . .Egber'b B. Wilson':

: h w 1960Q0000.,t¢30 La Webﬁ‘hel‘
©~1923-1931. .« Hermann F.J.Rabl"

961"’19621 P G‘Oldiﬁg

1932-1937... ;Robert' C. Freeman = ~: 1963-1964. K+ A: Eyrie.

1937“'19440 :.Alaxander He Ruxton 1965. PRPRPP A ¢ 59 No Ross
it 1944“’1949¢ ..'Alber‘b Qb Smith SENE - 1966‘*’1968‘;.K; Gn Caimﬁ.

; '1949—1953...1*1&%}1@: B.. Duncan B :

. 1891..-3'&11163 P.F.Hagg ~ oo J!l93_lu.Miss Mary: Sextan
1891...Maria Robb . ' T '3-91609.%53 Dorothy Hill
1910, «Ernest Bolwell . . -,,1~'-‘:A3.923‘.WG. Jo Long .
*1910...Miss Ada Pumphrey | . o {Témporary Head-ﬂ‘eaaher)

(Temporary HeadnTeacher) S 1951,,.121185 1;, W. Selvana. .

1910,.,Miss. Lane | T e e e T
Bupil or Junior Teachera. Only the year of appo: tment is"‘fivAf’" co!

v “ 18910 QtEliZ&beth Mm‘:phy . - 1924' tgﬁiﬂs Ha' Ac Jom i L
'1891,.,Elizabeth Lawson © 192444 Miss A I*i:urray e
1908, .. Lance Stafford o " 71926...Ruth Kiefel IR

1911,.eJ0hn Py Flymn .~ 1932...Elizabeth Linc’{say
1914...Vera Oswald = 1933,..Evelyn Morris.
’ lm?...ga‘hle criCk o 3-935.. QMS& It 80 Elliﬁ R U
lQl?n.Patriok Mog.lﬂy P 193?««03&88 ‘é-n MD Elmt. ’
o 1894....:3@:03. Catherine M:Lllar "'1923...E1v19 Maddem
'1894~97. Esiher Sysan Baker 7 193%,, .Any Baker @ .
1894, ..o Florease Candy 7719344, JEthel White
.. 1899..4.4..1ily Candy ... 19%4...Lois White .
; 1%00. ...ﬁ&ry I‘icKenzia R e 19570. J‘Iiss 1. Baker o :
190144, Ethel Smith ° . Mrsl ¢ 1961.’.1‘1185 M, B. Golding
i ._'1%2QQQ..Edith Ack].&nd S j 1962;..130 AQ ?Qrtiﬁt
1902444 s sBthel Lee [ 7"196444.Es F. Bussau
19075 e ssselirs, J@ﬂﬂ&e. Page o . o - 1966.. .MI'SQ Me Ee caimﬁo

190544 ¢¢Prudence Hutchesson

Jung State School, Noe 1?28. cpene(i at Green Hills, in’ temporary
pramisea, on Thursday, 27th. April, 1876, with’ Samuel Trend as the first
-teacher, He was the first of a long. ‘line of excellént teachers the Jung School

was fortunate to ‘have. After ‘i;eacmng in Victorian séhools for 42 years, he
_.retired in 1918, and died at his home in Canterbury, Melbourne, 18/6/1932, in
'a of the "represantative
“teachers ~ past and present", on Page 192" of the , Wi History of State .
Education in Victoria" by Sweetman, Long and Smyth, m”blished in 1922, to

. ma.rk the gaiden jubilee of the Education Departmént. -
- ' George Henry Scarae, ‘borh 1847, came ‘to Jung from W

3¢h0 1 in ‘November, 1876, and stayed until 1880, - One of his" 'more ini:arestins
later’ appointments was to the Ballarat Orphanage.

. The third teacher, Alexander Millar, must be counted amongst “the
best and ‘the most popular of all. One inspector’ repor’ced nf him: "He has.
geined the affection and respect of piipils and parents. 'His examination results
are exceptional. But he was & ‘sick man, and had come to 3ung with the sentence
of death upon him. Consumption was & 'd.reaéa&, fatal disease” in those days,
beyond all medical power to contrél’or cure, Mrd. Alice Gross (nee Baker) of
Kangaratta, remembers the death of Mr, Iflillar in 1894 ‘His' body was wrappea
in a tarpaulin, and taken by train to Ararat ’fér burial. THe people of Jung .
assembled on the platfcm, and held a- relig:toua éamce ‘there, to rey their
last respects to a very worthy man, :

George Page, 1900-1920, had easily the langes’s s‘tay of all mzr L
teachers, He and Mrs. Page will be remembered for the many. excellem; school
* concerts they produced. The shelteg shed was built (1910) :in* his ‘times




Jung. Chapter 4 ... Buildings and Pupils,

-~ Although the petitioners of 1875 believed quite sincerely that a good,
temporaxry building was available for the opening of a school at Green Hills,
George Scarse found the accommodation for the pupils and for himself to be
anything but satisfactory. It is better for us to let lMr., Scarse speak for
himself, Here is what he wrote in March 1877, less than a year afier the
opening of the school:-~ = -

 "The school building, which is of mud, roofed with wan, is :t‘alling to
pieces entirely. Every time a door is shui, or a boy rests his head against
the wall, large slabs of mud fall away. There are nany more abtending than

I have room for. When it rains, the children and I have to move to one side

of the room. The rain comes through in torrents, washing the desks and

spoiling books, tablets and maps".

"My family and I have to live in a very small mud hut divided into two
by a low, mud wall. It has only one door and the walls and roof leét in the
dust, wind and rain. 0urselves, our food and our beds are always covered
either with dust or rain., The window and the door are both broken, and when
the wind is in a certain quarter, it blows out the light. I pay 8/- a week
for this, I agk you respectfully to move me to another school", '~

"For water, we have a dam, neamly empty, of dirty water from which
horses, sheep and cattle drink daily, and in which all the local d‘ogs swin",

However, a new school, 30 feet by 18 feet, and a new four-roomed rvesidence,
at a rental of £12 a year, were completed and ready for cccupatiocn by the lst.
- Qctober, 1877, and Mr. Scarse stayed on for another three ycars.

‘In November, 1878, Mr. Scarse requested that the school ground be fenced,
claiming that there was a dangerous water-hole (part of ihe Yariambiack Creek)
Just outside the boundary of the school reserve, and stating that "one life
has been sacrificed already in this Hole", Surely, he was referring to. what
used to be known as the Red Hole, and no doubt the life losit was that of 01d
John Baker, who slipped off the footbridge over the creek and was drowned, one
night early in 1878.

Not long after the arrival of the railwvay in 1878, agitation (1led by
Alfred Baker) started, for the shift from Green Hills to Jung. Opponents delayed
the move for two or three years, but they could not prevent the inevibable.

The school at Green Hills closed on Tuesday, Tth. August, 1883, and opened
the next day, Wednesds;y, 8th, Lfuzust, in the Methodist Church at Jung,. *bhen
situated opposite the Jung Post-Office.

The old school and the residence were shifted to Jung to the presezﬂ: *site!
which was decided upon after some difficulty, and Mr. Millar was able to move ~ ~°
into the school and the residence in March, 1884

The playground was extended in 1905 by the addition of the block of land
on the west side of the school, bought from Mr, Wm, Ashwell for £7.. ..

The shelter shed was built in 1910 with funds provided by the Local
School Improvement Committee.

. The 0ld residence was demolished and removed some years ago, and now the
old school building is to go also. On the 12th. September, 1968, the pupils
transferred to the new school room, recently erected at the spot where the
residence used to be. The Jung people hastily organized a Reunion of old pupils
at the school- for Friday, 20th. September, 1968, and about 200 people or more
gathered in the old school. in the afternoon, and in the Jung Hall in the evening,
to talk of the old days, rez:zem.ng old Priendships going back 50 years or mnre,

It was a wonderfully successful occasion.

Perhaps the most famous of the very eéarly pupils of the school was I}r.
John Robert Lee, who enrolled in June 1877, in the second year of the school's
existence. Graduating in medecine from Melbourne University, he practised for
a time in Warracknabeal, but even‘cually becane a specn.ahst in Harley Street,
London,

- In the early days, and even up till 1920, *the enrolment at the school
- remained high, ranging from approximately 60 to 90 pupils. Since then, the.
pumbers have gradually dropped until the present enrolment is only a little
more than 20 pupils. There are three reasons for this. The early selections
were of 320 acres, rather less than half the size of the present average farm
holdings. Secondly, families are smaller than in the days of the pioneers..
Finally,the development of secondary schools with bus-feeder services from the
country schools, has meant the elimination of Grades 7 and 8 ai our primary schools.

In the second decade of this century, the Jung School had a wonderful group
of big boys, 21l of them good footballers. Dave Duff,later, played League football
in Melbourne, Alan McRae became the champion full-forward of the VWimmera League.
The Fry. bro*hhers, Jack, Fred and Frank, all played for Murtoa, and many others,
such as Ray Baker, were great players for the Jung team,
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April, 1876
1. Ellen Baker (1}. wa)
- 2. Blizsbeth Winterton (6)
. 3e- Eliza Cooubs (9). "

4. Esther Coombs (12)
5. Sydney Baker (7)
6+ Albert Baker (9) -

T+ Michael Touhy (13_

8. Margaret Touby (9)

9. Arthur Hutchesson (6)
10. Edmmd Baker (8)

11, Lavana Baker (12)

Mgy to November, 1876, -
12, Charles Baker (12)
13, James Baker (7)

14, Eliza Baker (10).:
15. Clara Baker (5)
16. Mary Bateman (11)
17. Ellen Bateman (8)
Emma Mackley (11): .
¢ Marda May. (12) .7
, Catlierine May (3.6)
Amélia Huf (11) .
Robert Mackley (a)
23, Frederick Lee (6)
24, Walter Hu%chesaen (9}
26,4 John Touhy 5)
.27, Bmma Jane Baker - (5)
‘28, Emma Huf (10) -
129, Poleana. Sperber- (7) ‘
30. Elizabeth Sperber’ (10)
31, Adelaide May (8)

32, Neville May {10)

33¢ -Amelia Sper'bw \.9)

34, Emma Sperber (5)

35, Emma Baker (5) .

36, Esther Eu‘bchesaon '(3)

!r'z

57..
59,

.. 6le
6.
- 65,
. .66,
1.

72,
T3,

840

Philip Bateman (9)
Charles Huf (14%
Thomas Mills (9,

John Mills (13)
Frederick Sperber 13.

51.
52,
- 53.
54.
5561"
56+ ‘Charles Speérber (14)
Harry Mey (14)

Anna C. HBuf (8)
Paul B, Huf =
Frederick R.Lee (14)
Joshua Coombs (15)
John Ashwell (12)
John Pendlebury M}

58,
60,

62,
63,
Charlotte V. 12
Charlotte Baker (16
Mary Bastick (14)
Bridget Barrett (11)
Andrew Barrett (8)
BEliz, Murphy (3)

Maxy Murphy (12)

Mary Barrett.(14)
Eliz. Pendiebury (13)
William Carter (7)
74. Henry Mackley (14)( .
75+ Anpie Baker (13)
75. Rebert Mills. (11
"7 David Eastick (7
78, Thomas- Lee (5) .
79, Lucy Winterton (6)

67.
68.

70,

. 80. Agmes Scarse (6)

81, Willianm Murphy (mg
82. Nicholas Murphy (5
83, Annie Murphy (7
Hannah Hill 211
- Nokes Float (13
- Charles: Float: (13)

William Coombs (3,4,61,112,117,137) Richard Mills;

James Touhy (7,8,26 114,115)
Thomas Hubchesson . (9:24,35)
William Bateman (16,17,51)

Anne Mﬁm&y (18’22,74;93’163)

William May (19,20,57, 119)

37. Ernest Baker | A 87.. Elizabeth Float. (7)
38, Walter Baker 884 Patrick Daly. (14)
39. Elizabeth Ashwell (13) {89, Annie Daly (12):

40, Willian Ashwell (6) 90, Margaret -Daly (12)

- 414 Jeremiah Ashwell (9 91. James Lawson. (8)
42, Benjamin Ashwell (8 92, Margaret Lawson (13.)
43, Henry Mark Dinn. - ? .../ 93, -John Mackley.{(13)

4, Samuel Dunn (4) . 94, Martha Beker. (4)
45, William Millsl (12} ./ 95, John Lawson (8)
46. Charlotte Mills. (9) 96, Angelina Baker: El‘)’)
47. Rachel Mills (7) 97. John Stratford (9)
48, Mary Riches (7) - 98, Wm, Stratford (7
49, Alex Powell Huf (6) - 99, Emily Somers (11
' 50, Mary Touhy (14) - 100, Millie Semm (6
e ats of these children Were o
Hatthew Beker (1,27,65,94,96, :1.36) Carl Wilhelm Huf;
John Baker (5,6,11) William Lee; . -
John Thos, Baker (12,13,14,15) = Maria Sperber;
Alfred Baker (10,35,37,38,75,123) Benjamin Ashwell; :
Robert Winterton (2,793 Henry Dunn;

John Riches; ..
Theomas Mills; .

Charlotte lee; .

" Thos, Pendlebury;
‘Thomas- Bagtick;

101,
102,
103,
104.
105.
106,
107.
los.
109.
110,
111,
1l2.
113,
114,
115.
116,
117.
118,
119,
3.2‘:)&
121,
122.

123*

125,
126.
127.

129,
130,

131,
1324
- 133,

134.

1879:

136,
157.:
138,

© 139

140,

141,
142,

143,
144,
Mﬁ o

146,

147.
148,

3-490 i

150,

‘Rosina. Ham:is

Willie Somers. (7)r

Hermen Sperber (4)-

Arthur Mackley (7)
John Robert Lee 3)
James Daly (10)
Anthony Daly (m)
Philip Daly (7) -
Mary Hill (20)
Mary Meehan (14)
Susan Meehan (13)
Hugh Meehan (11
Sarah Ccoubs (4
Ada M. Murphy (4)
Annie Touhy (4)
Charles Touhy (5)

Michael Murphy (11

Mary Coombs (3) -
Elizabeth Murphy (3)
Wilfred May (5) -
Elizabeth Meehan (5)
Selina Stephens (9)
Framis Meghan. (8

A.lfred. Bakex' (63

. John Meehan (11

Coth, Johnson (14)
Murdo Johnson. (7).

‘Robert J.Thompson (7
1208,‘ :

Charles Somers .(10)
James Float (13)..

John Float (11) -

Wm, Hugh Thompsen: (5.
John Be Huf (7) -
Thomas Daly (7)
Caroline Dunn

=0

1
e s

Eari:ie‘b »&-o
Mary R. Coolibs -

{5)
5
‘James PJManyan (6

Alice Hatwell @5)
Ernest Hatwell (8)
Charles Hatwell (13)

Charles Sutton (10
Alex,Pritchard

11

Fred. Sutton (14)

Grace Sutton (7)

Charles Jacobs (12)
Charlotte Jacobs (12
Thomas Peske (14)
James Peake (13)
John Peske (9)

Patrick Barrett;

John Nurphy;

. - John Carber;

Michael Murphy;
William Hill;

- Henxy Float;

Anthony Daly;

.. James Lawsons

John Stratford;
William Somers; -
and others.
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. 190,William Meehan
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151, Sarsh Peake (11)-.
152, Kate Peake (7)
153, Millicent Cock '(5)
154 Haxriet Jacobs (5)
" 155.Janes Touhy (3)
156,Emily Coombs (3)
157 oAgnes McDorald (14)
158,Paul A,Star=ick (53
159,Zda R. Starwick (7
160,Brideot Meehan (5)
'161.?2'111” am Parish (9)
162, Jemima Jacobs (7)

1880.» Lo

163.Amnie Bwa:a_ (1 5)
‘164.41ice Dowan (7)
165.Robert. Rowen (15)
266,Catherine Bowan (13)
167.Elizzbeth Bowan (7)
©-168.iexry Aun Bowan (9)
' 169.Williom Belarb 7%
6

170.Albert Ro Lamb
171eTulia 111 (6)
172,Thomas Briliiant (10)

173:Catkerine Brilliant (8)

174.0%% Stareick (5)
175.Charies Mellvenna (11)
176.Tohn NMeIlvenna (7)

o Murphy (4)

"178Mary Collins (11
179.Jobn C. Murphy (3)

.. 180,Alice Scarss (3)

mlﬁEllen Maynard (7)
182.Ilovence Maynard (5)

gst. , :
183,Isabella Graham (11)
184.Jchn Maynexd (9)
+:185.Robert W. Dumn (6)
186.0race E.J.Lamb (5
187.Walter Gould (13)
188,Emna Hubchesson (6
189,Bertha Hutchesson (3)

4);
' 191.Ellen Mortimer (10)
192 Annie: Mortimer (7):
193.James. Mortimer (5):
194.Jeremiah Kenna (11)
- 195.Robert P. Touhy (3)

© 1196.Dennis W.- 1t (4)

197.173,&*’@“ Paul;!_ (5).
198,¥m, J. Chandler (5)
199,Florence M. Lamb (3)
200,Aibert Dum (3)

23lesane Paine

) ZMQM}RE J . Bakel‘ 3

4882,

201.1’hilip Carter (11)
202,James Carter (9)

-+ 203.A1fred Henman (12)
- 204.Frederick Henman (10)
205.Matthew Baker (7)

206.Kate Collins (13)
207.Phebe Carter (6)
208,William 0'Donnell (14)
209,John 0'Donnell (13)

210.Ellen 0'Donnell (11)
- 211.Alice O'Donnell (9)

212.Norah 0!Donnell
213, Francis D'Alton

gls)

' 214.Isabella D'Alton (13)
- 215,Augusta D'Alton (8)

216,Aloysius D'Alton (4)
217.Joseph R. Huf (3)
218.4&ndrew McPherson (3)
219.Johanna 0'Donnell (6)
220.Robert J.Adams (10)
221,81iz, H.Adams (8)
222,Chags W. Adams (6)
223.Richard H.Fry (8)

224 JFrancis Fry (5)
225,1Isabella Fry (7)
226.Annie J.Neehan (3)
227 .Margaret O'Donnell (6)
228,Francis H.Bastick (3)

229.Joseph H.Wills
1883.
2%0.Annie Boase (10)

(12
232,Bdith Paine (9)
233,Miliicent Cook (10)
234 ,Frank Paull (4)

235 Bdward W.Holman

 236.,Robert Boon (6)

237.Benjamin Boon (10)
238,Frederick Fry (4)
239.Susan Paine (4)
240 ,Emily Newton (8)

" 241.,John F. Newton (8)

242,Ben Chamberlain (10)

245,Esther S.Baker (5)

| 246.1ily Candy (4)

247.Florence A.Candy (3)
248.Enily Mortimer (4)
249.Emily Cook (4)

250 Merlin Gibbins (5)

251 Myrtle L.Gibbins (3) .

252.Any Julia Fry (3)

253.,Jane Chamberlam (7)
254 ,Francis HBeker (3)
255,A1ice Eliz.Baker (3)
256,.,A1bert John Paull (3)
257.Joshua Carter (5)
258,0smond Gibbins (3)
259,Lily Chamberlain (6)
260.Henry Kilsby (13)
261.James Collins (6)
262,Frank Collins (5) .
263.Gilbert Cawthorne (13)
264,Trant Giri (13) "

1884,

265,John Collins (3)°
266,Letitia Coliins (93
267.William Collins (7
258,Janet Gonld (12)°
269,.4da Gouid (30)
270 ,Jehn Walnole (7)°
271 Arthur Mitls (7)°
272&:;192152}33’% Gould 8
273.Robert 0. Gould Y
274 .Mary Kenna (1) -
275.Annie Temna (12)
276.Andrey CGould (14

' 277.Albers Dinsdale 5

278, Norah Keana (10)
279.8avah A, Thomas (12)
280 ,Blizabeth Thomas (10)
281,Margaret Lamb (3)
282, Margaret Tracey (11)

283.Agnes Tracey (7) ”

284 Mary Gordon (5)
285,Alice Pendlebury’
286.Robert Graham (12)
287,Bdmund Tracey (12) - -
288,William D'Alton (4)
289.Henry Wohlers (5) .
290,John Wohlers (3)’
291,Patrick Magee. (6)

" 292,May Magee (4)

293.George Grabsch (11)

294, BErnest Hutchesson (4)
295,Joseph Williams (11)
296.Edith Williams (9)
297, Lily~Jane Williams
298.Albert Williams (5)

299.Gertrude Booth (’6)
300, Harriet P.Eastick (5)
301,Catherine Hughes (5)
302,Edith Emma Hughes (10)
. 303.Charles H.Harris ga)

(7

'.Ehe 1as, pup:x.l to be enralled before the move %o Jung :ﬁmg was Margare*t:ta
Boon (”@0.243) The next group, . from Arthur Baker to Andrew Gould (Nos.&% to: 276)
began their school career in the temporary accommodation at the o0ld church in
Jung Jung. dlbert Dinsdale (I\Io. 277) was the first to be enmlleé. at the school

on its present site.

Host of the parents were farmers. Other occupatmns given were:-
1878;. Thomas Peake - hotelkeeper, 1879;

Murdo Johnson - starekeeper,
Thomasina . Sa’cton i ga%e—keeper, 1879;
James Mortimer - cammer, 1881;
Catherine Boass - dx'essmaker, 1883,

William Lamb - saddler, 1880, :
‘Margaret D'Alton - nurse, 1882; o
Benjamin Boon - sta‘ﬁio:nmaster, 3.883.
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Jouz-ml of the Eo:mell Historical Soc:.ety. Pu‘olmhe& on the 10th, day of each
. : - nmonth, February +to Novenmbere. .

PR REES LA

Ediﬁ&ée.}f; I T, ‘ﬁaaaem,; Morwell High School, Mowen, vw:aﬁa, 3840,

'Ragistered at the Gene:cal Post Office, Melboume, fo:r transmission as a
. N : periodiealo o

: ﬁzemgemhiz Feesn '

Annual Subscription.es.d E.nOG
Idifﬂ Z‘iembershipa srenee O$MO

Tmaaureru.“.ﬁfirs. E, Hs Gerrard, 18 Hoyle Street, ‘Morwell, 3840,

‘ £~:1Secretary.....un..nnﬂr. A, Ringln! 3 Garhine Str%’t, MO&, 3825'

 Monthly Meeting Night...The fourth Thursday of the month at the Sccie‘by’
Rooms in Kirk Street, loe. No mggt:mgs are held in December and

;Nm Meeting=no'av.bagtng}hwmy, 28’&]9.. Nweﬁl‘berz 1968-

k@g_gglg;; @_’ggm; Saciatg« E

;Saeretary’-cto0.00-‘.600«2‘51“. B& An Ludakﬁg }'IOWQI\}. High 3611603., Merwell, 58401

Next MeetingSessesese.. .Thére will be no further formal meetings this year.
Instead,our members are asked to support the November and
- December activities of the Traralgon Historical Society - -
“the excursion to Woodlands (near Yarrem) on Sunday, 17/, 11/68,

- and the Christmas Gathering; in’ the Geunm.l Reception Rec:ms,

Tuesday, 3/12/68, at 8:00 p.mi’

Annual ?Ieefting."..m...'.russday, 18/2/69, in the High School Library, 8. p.m,

Historfes) Seclety.’ ~° - -
Sael‘a’tm.oucoabcopd'o-.mSQ V. Pl&n’h, 114 G‘rey' Stree't, Trﬂmz.gonp 384'4)

f-ExcursiQnu.”u. u:”"slmﬁay, 17/ 11/68, t@ "Woodlands", the historic hm
of Mri'J¢ Irving, President of the Yarram Historical Sec:.etsr,
 at Gelliondale, six miles from Yarram,
o ' ‘Cars will leave from thé Trars.lgon Town Hall at 1400 peme
Christms Gatnering..,..muesday, 3/12/68, in the Council Reception Rooms,
‘ ' at 8,00 Dofia ™ Drs ‘Trevor McLean will show coloured slides af :

a Nowafr Fclk Huseum, a.nd also of Swan Hill's Museum.

This month's "News" is devoted exclusively to the schools at Walhalla
and its vicinity. Ned Stringer and his small party discovered alluvial gold at
Stringer's Creek (later called Walhalla) in December, 1862, Stringer died nine
months later, in September 1863, at Toongabbie, while returning to the field
from Sale, where he had gone to seek medical attention.

However, most of Walhalla's gold was found in the rock, ahd- the progress
and decline of the town coincided with the prosperz.ty ‘of -the big ore-crushing
mines, such as the Long Tunnel liine, which opened in 1865, and closed fifty
years later, in 3.915. Appromate or estimate& pepulatiﬁn i‘igures during this
period are:

1865...150 people 188%1895.‘.4,500 people 1915,..3.50 people.
1879..1700 people 1900..‘.....2,872 people -

Walhalla Common School, No. 957, started with an enrolment of 70 yupils E
in 1867, and this rose to approximately 600 pupils in the boom period, about
g:gg@. Then came the decline to a ona»teacher 8chcol, and finally, elosure in

5. '

But mybe th:i.s is not "finally", One day Walhalla may ‘have a. acshool aga.in
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We learn with regret frem the Bmghton Hi&tor:ical ~Soc1ety's News
Letter, September 1968, of the death of Miss Constahce Tisdall, at her home,
"Rosbercon", 13 Erica Avenue, East Malvern, 24th., August, 1968, aged 91 years.

» Constance Tisdall, born at Walhalla 1877, was a daughter of Henry and
Lucy Tisdall, famous early teachers at Walhalla, 1868-1886, She graduated at
Melbowrne University in 1902, and taught at Alexandra College, Hamilton, before
opening Rosbercon Girls'! Grammar ~School, Brighton, which she and her sister, .
Ethel Tisdall conducted for 27 years, 1906~1933. Later, she was head-mistress
of St. Anmets Scheol, Sale.

In her 84th. year, Constance T:Lsdall wrote the story of her family of
teichers ina book entitled "The Forerunners", Most of the information given
below is taken from that interesting and impox:‘tant book.

The Tisdall Weekes‘ Den‘ an' H trick Families.

Henry Thomas Normanton Tisdall, 1837-1905, emigrated from Dublin, Ireland, in
18571858, 1t was after his marriage to Lucy Weekes in 1861 that he took up .
'heachmg as a career, His first appointment was to Eltham, 1864~1866, after which
he went to Port Albert Common School, Wo.490, 1866<1868, and then to Walhalla
Common School, No, 957, 1868-1886, For these eighteen years, the Walhalla School
conducted by Hemﬁr and Lucy Tisdall, later assisted by several of lMrs. Tisdall's
sisters, end nieces, was very much, as Constance Tisdall puts it, "a family school",

Mg Lwcv Tisdall (nee Weekes 4 Lucy Weekes emigrated with her mother
and sisters in 1858, from Bmatol, Sumerse‘b, England. She had begun to train as a
teacher at the age of 13 years, complei:mg her training after coming to Victoria.
After her marriage to Henry Tisdall in 1861, she wa$ his first assistant at all
of his schools, until her retirement in 1894. She and her husband helped to = .
bring up. her younger sisters, after the death of the :i‘ather, Hen:cy Weekes in 1866.
’l‘hree af theee szs‘cers “baught with them at Wa]halla.

Alice Wﬁe::es, 185 9:1212 ‘the closest to the ‘I’w&all fama_ly, and the most beloved
of . them, started as a pupil-teacher at Port Albert Common School, and then
tauglh"z; at the Walhalls School for 16 years, 1868-1884, She was then appointed to
Wakrrnambool, but rejoined the Tisdalls in Hel‘boume in 1886. g

blara Week\ bem 1852, tiained at the Ila]halla School as a’ pupll-’ceacher,

187175 © before being appointed in 1875, as the flI‘S’h head—teache:r: of Glenmaggue
Schcol, Noo 1‘3‘76‘ .

Eleanor Weelres, born 3.865‘, was also a teacher, bu‘t only in a private capacity.

Ethel T:Lsdalj 1Y, born 3.868, was the first of ‘the three chil&ren of Henry and’ Luoy
Tisdall to become teachers. She taught at Walhalla School, 1884~36, Later, with
her sister Constance, she was co-headmistress of Rosbercon Grammar School.

e —— 3. SN,

up a carcn:r in englneermg. He was the first teacher at Hill End Scheol, 1890~92.

gonsta@e Tisd g s+ 1877-1968, the su’bgect of our oba.tuary notice above, was one
of the last 1mks with, 01d Walhalla. The history of her family anc’t m? Wa&halla,
as told Ly her.in "The Forerunners" makes absorbing reading. L

The Dendy Family, In 1864, ‘Catherine (or Kitty),Weekes mamri.e& Henry Dendy at’
Eltham,” ‘This Henry. Dendy, born 1865, was the son of ‘the Henry Dendy, 1801-1881 ’
who, in 1841, bought eight square miles of land where Brighton now stands, for .
£5,000, Both of 'the Dendys, father and son, went to live at Walhalla, passibly
because of the Tisdall connection, Henry Dendy Senior died there in 1881, and
lies bur:.ed in the Walhalla Gemetery. ‘

C‘arm.e Dendﬂg,ﬂ s. d , . De ’ R daugh‘ters of Hem‘y &n&
K:ctty Dendy, all began theixr teach:t,ng careers at Walhalla. Carrie Dendy.taught at
Tanaa.l, Taongabbm, Traralgan, ami a,s head-—‘ssacher at Tocmbon and ‘I‘anjil South.

The E%trysk F amily. Florence Weekes marme& in 1877 Jchn Stand:.sh Hartmck., ‘gon
of an ex-sea cap‘ta:.n, George Standish Hartrick, who came to live at Walhallay'as:
early 283868, The Hartrick family has been'cénnected with Walhalla ever since -
for 100 years. Mr, Harry Hartrick of lice still has a holiday home at Walhalla.




he Story of ¥ la State School, N

. Head-l 867-1965
June 1867-1868,.George C.Christie 1940-1942, .Edward P, Bonsor
1868-1886, Henry T. Tisdall 1942«1944 Richard G. Munro.
- 1886~1889, .John Fairhall 1944~1947..Charles H, Linclon

1890~1894,.John Stewart 1947-1951. .Charles W. Sinclair
1895: esene aWilliam White . 1951. ssese William chnma
1895~1897,.Cabel Collyer 1951-1952, Norman T. Hiskens

N 1898"19020 .3011:}. T Burke o ) 1952. evene ;Jeffrey‘ K. Wallace
1903~1911,.James Gerrard Closed 1952-1955 »

» 1911“19130 OWilliam Ho Allen 1955. seven ;Ian Goddard -
1914"'1916. JMWilliam Webster 1955¢ esweeeldward A. Hunter
1917=1919. .Arthur Anderson 1956--1958, +Eric G. Hannan
1920 esndsn .Lesli.e Prime 3.958“19594 .Aiisi‘:air Sti??’h@ﬁ
1921-1925, ;Donald M. Smith .
1925-".”.58&:1 CeGerrard 01083&."1»‘1959
(now Mrs. Morris) 1960~1961.. s Peter White
© 1926-1928, :Herbert L. Anderson 19621963, s Joseph Sutherland.
192&'1932¢ JHilda J. Al‘gall 1964 000ees oRGdney Thomyﬂm .
‘ (nw ﬁ?,‘s.CI’OPle’Y) 19656 essseedohn H&W&rd ) e
- 19531936, ;Ethel I, Thomas Closed. .. 1965 (atter Easter)

(now Mrs, Hawes)
. 193&1940..})911&1& H. Cunningham

The Eduea‘t;mn Act of 1872, operating fmm the begmmnb af 1873, gave to
Victoria the great honour of being the first of any State or country in the :
Englishespeaking world, to introduce free and compulsory education. Before that
year, schools could be subsidised by the Government, generally on a one-for-one:
basis, if they were large enough, if the accommodation was adequate, and if the
teacher was satisfactory. Usuvally, the parents subseribed towards 'building the
school and towards paying the teacher's salary,.

For the first year, June 1867 to July 1868, the Walhalla School was smply
a private school, conducted without government aid. Towards the end of 1868,
some time after the arrival of Henry and Iucy Tisdall, it was approved by the
authorities, an? ihorcfore hecame Walhalla Common School, No. 957. Them, in 1*"73,
under the Education Act of 1872, it became Walhalla State School, No. 957.

The first record we have of the school is a very neatly written and very
clear statement prepared by the first teacher, George Campbell Christie, and
da‘%:eﬁ 14th, October, 1867, giving the following information:

"The school was opened for the first time on Monday, 10th, J'ma, 186’?.*_
There are 73 pupils on the roll,~ 22 boya and 24 glrls under 8. years;
and 17 boys and 10 girls over 8 years. ‘
The fees collected for the first 18 weeks amomt to £53=12= 6.
~ The fees charged are 1/6 a week for those ovei 8 years; 1/= & week
for: those under 8.years;. with a concession to families, who pay 1/= a weelc, i
fo:x: each child, irrespective of age. °
.+ .. School times for the five days a weelc (Monday to I‘ri&ay incluaive) are
fz-om 9.30 to 12 noon:in the morning, and from 1.00 to 3.15 in the afternoon,”

If every child paid only the reduced fee of 1/- a week, the total amount
collected indicates that the average weekly attendance was something less than
60 pupils. It could well:have been as low as 50 pupils or less - parhaps about

'.S*twwthirds of the actual -enrolment at that times-

Henry Tisdall with his wife Iucy Tisdall; were sufficient staff o conduct

,:;-thia aemparedziwly smll schaul, at f:mst, but by 1873, when walhalla was much

fx'ee and c:ampulaory edma’smn; i;h@ em?olment f::.gure had rise:a to 390 pupils.

. Mr, Tisdall reported that only 150 attended regularly, about 135 came half
of the time, and quite a number did not attend at all. 4 private aehao:f..-catered
for 35 pupils. The average atiendance at the school about this time was 250;. - -
80. h:.s staﬁ‘ at this time included the following in addition to lirs, Tisdall: -

_ Miss, Alice Weekes ?.rs. Tisdall's sz.si:erg.nawai‘bing cl&asific&tim
 "Miss Clara Veekes (lrs. Tisdall's sister pupil«i:eachex ‘
o - Samuel Binning, pupil~teacher L
Miss Stewart - without salary until examination in Septemb&r.
William Tilley, - unpaid monitor.
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,,Suoh a large school over a period of fifty years and more must have had
many-assistant. beachers,.-go. those given -here must be only a few.of the total,

In the early period are mentioned Iir. Ned Sheahan, Mr, William Rice,
Miss Halln.gan, Mrs. Gerrard, Miss Ellen Shallue, two Misses Fairhall, Mrs, Ted
Sparkes, in addition to those. already mentioned = Mrs. Lucy Tisdall, Miss Alice
Weekes, liiss Clara Weekes, Samuel Binning, Miss Stewari;, Williem Tilley (unpa:x.d
monitor), Migs Edith Weekes, Mics Ethel Tisdall, and Miss Caroline Dendy.

Miss E Shailue and Mzs, Spatkes (haxfy Ann Shaliue) were sisters, '

Some of tha ass:.s*imn, teachers about 1909 were Miss Rita Ph:}.lhps, lrse
Worsdell, Miss Spetts, Hiss Stella ﬁ@N@lml, Miss Una Salmon, Mr, J. Finlayson,
and Mr. R. I’h:allz.z:ssa A Jittie later we¥e Ifiss Jessie Burley, Mr. Ray Stubchbery,
Miss Binehem, Miss A, Driscoll (about 1013-14), Miss Quittendon (about 1916),
and Miss Doreon H&&aﬁ (aoaut 1922). The last-named, Miss Doreen Hannan had been
a pupil at the schocl, then e ach@“ there, and aftex‘ that was ’che pos*tumstress
at Walhalla for 35 years. ‘

Miss Hanman sbill lives af; Walhalla, and,of course, en;oyed ‘the "Back to
Walhalla" of a week ago Or 80 = Satux'day to Tuesday, 2nd. to 5th, November.

Amongst the early pum.la of the school, mention must be made of Mr.
Charles Lee, who was there in the time of head-teachers Cabel Collyer and John
Burke (1895-1902), Mr. Lee has a wonderful collection of photographs of 0ld
Walhalla, and some of “’chese will be featured in a book due to appear early in
1969 - "Walhelle Heyday™, by Lee and James,

Robin Sesar was an em’“ pup..l, and sc, later, was his daugh‘ber, Jess:x.e
Seear, who is now lrs, Harwy Hartrick of Hoe. The Trembath family is another
old Walhalla family, reprosenied amongst the ear ZEJ pupils by Villiam and James
Tyrembathe.

Andy Templeton and Archie Tcmpa.e%a, grandsons of an early, well-&mm
coach=driver, a%ended the school within the 1910~1920 decade. =

A photograrh of 1909 shows a class at the Walhalla School- consistmg
of Doris Jenes, Eife-..,,:se Jenes, Hetty Jonesy Floss Friend, Ethel Friend, J’essie
Burley (later,a tcachor there), Ella Gerrard, Dolly Griffiths, Lydia Sullivan,”
Alice Fisher, Bessie Temploten, Syivia Haririck, Vera Burroughs, Ada Hall!.,
Axmie Craucher, Annie L@e, Fdleen Spatkeg, and Eileen Stewart. :

Govemment Aida '

- .The firsth ::‘fz,:tficul y encamuered by the "'eachers and the Schaal‘
Committ% was the failure, or the slowness, of the Government, in granting.
financial aid ‘o the schools The Walhalla, School had still not been appraved

. by August 1868, so that Henry Tlﬁd&ll, with a’beu% half the pupils he had
expected and mthout a gcvmﬁmt subsidy, was- x-ecelmg cnly about a quar‘heﬁr T
of the salary he.ought to have been getting. Heﬂe ;LS what he had to say in '

a letter dated 8/8/1868,

" M{gthalla was adver’ rsed as averaginb 90" pupils. I accepted it, threw
up my school at Port Albert averaging nearly 60 pupils, and came here to this =
almost inaccessible district with my whole family to find that the Committee
has” not ye% succee&eé in obtaining Government aid. -

eV He was supported by Alexander Bell, Cor‘respondenfh for the School
Committee, who wrote to the authorities about the same time, saying:

‘ "On Inspector Sircom's recommendation, the Committee replaced Mr, .
Christie by Mr. and Mrs, Tigd&ll, both of whom have first-class certificates.
Aid has been grented to small schools like Toongabbie and Donnelly!s Creek, .
while Walhalla, with a population of something like 20 times those two places
aom‘binsd, has been apnealmg fm.' a year and a half in vain,

A,

M I{ea&-i‘f.‘eachem. ‘ 5 ! T

‘ Gecmge Camy‘bell Ohrm“bm was appoin'be& headnteacher by 'tha
School Committee in the middle eof 1867, and at no'time is there any evidence that
they Were dissatisfied with him. The vecords that'he has left indicate that he
wag & methodical and efficient man. In July 1868,"éne of the Committee wrote that,
"ThHE snﬁool has been conducted most satisfactorily during the’ last year by Mri
Christie', ﬁ:ad yet, Inspector Sircom had reported. unfavourably upon him, and the
Committes had $o' ‘replace him to have any hope 6f gaining the essential aid from
the Governtient, Mo~ &oub’i;, the delay in approving aid was caused by this adverse
report, But Georze Christie was hot a man to give in easily, and as!late as .-
Decehiber'1868; four months after Pisdallls arrival, he still claimed the héade
.~deachership;. and the salary subsidy. He was, in.fact, condueting.a rival school,
accommodated in the: Wesleyan Chapel., This was a very unhappy situation for all =
for Tisdall, the Commnittee, and for Christie, yho. seems to have been treated
shabbily by the authorities. Hmever, we ‘heaxr neﬁhmg more, of Christie from then on.

R
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Ihe School Building.

The third early di:f‘fa.cylty concerning the Walhalla -School. was -a wrangle,
whioch aplit 4the tompeople tiro-parties, ‘Over “whether the building to be
erected should be a school:or a hall, The dissenting Froup believed it should'.
te primarily a public hall (or Mechanics' Institute) which could be used as a
school. The dissension is mot quite so- silly ‘as it sounds..1lf it was a school,
the building belanged to the education authorities in Melbourne; if it was a
uwechanics! - institute, it belonged to the people of Walhallsa,

Alexander: Bell,iastorekeeper, and correspondent of the School Coxmnittee,
led the school party, and lr. Henry Braidley was the:spokesman for the opposing
group. In November 1868, Alexander Bell wrote an-interesting letter to the
authorities,telling of the’origins of the dispubte. He said: "In the year 1865,
a public meeting appointed a committee for the purpose of promoting a mechanics!
institute here., This committee collected about £92, out of which £80 was paid
40 one Nelson, a miner, for his mining right, ‘the piece of land now known as
Allotment 28 of the township of Walhalla, The movement then fell through., The
-following year, 1866, a movement was begun to establish a school, A public
meeting was called, and it was decided to erect, on the site bought from Nelson,
a building which would serve as a. aehool, but which could also be used for ‘
mblic: worship, public mee’bings, ete. At that time, the population was vexry
small, There were no ahurehes, but visiting elergymen of any denominatmn would'

: be pemitted to. uae this bvilding for their services".
7 Ymme ‘school group won this ba‘k“f;&e, only to d.isc:e«ver ‘bha‘l; the bu:s.lding was
£60 close ‘to the Long Tunnel Mine, whose noisy mach:.nexy ‘made teaching almost
- impcssible. Henry Tisdall reported in March 1872 that: "The school is situated
. ina narrow valley within 80 feet ‘of the Long Tunnel Ba:h‘hery. It has always
- "peen & d@ifficult matter to’ cezzduct i:he ‘school - propex-ly in cmsequeme of the
noise of the machines, }:uti: ginee the erect:x.on of five more heads of s'kamps a.nd

a atan&-cmsher, the inereased noise makes it ‘almost impossible". .. E

%4 2" In March 1874, & new site was “bough’e from a Chinaman, Ah Gwang, who had :

a mark&@-garden there, and Allotment 28 became again the site of the Mec;han:i.as'i

Institute, The price of the new site was £100, and tha'i: is 'E:he same site, where

'bhe ‘6losed school building still stands today.

: - Apaxt ;?rom the noise of the-machinery close by, the schoﬂl was
;unﬁatisfactoxy in other ways. It wag too smwall, and the room set apart for the
infant school was shabby and, cold, In 1873, Henry Tisdall had reported that:

- *The infant schocd. is -quite unsuitable. In the severe weather, I have to bring
the infants into the big scheol, the poor,little creatures actually crying
wi'th the cold",

“The contractor: for the new sch.onl a*i: the pr:.oe of m'?a was Charlas Ken:py

‘sj’-’Ca:ok, bub he had difficulty in exaavating part of the hillsf-ide, in getting -

ma%erial, ‘and in paying his workmen, so the contract was taken over by Messrs.

* Callow and Wamd, and the final cost of the scliool. rose to. £2086. This new
sc}:mal was occupied as from the 13th. October, 1875, : ~

It was a fine building: lMrs. Ward (formerly, Miss Carrie Dendy), when
in her 90th. year, wrote to her cousin, Miss Constanca Tisda.ll, describing
both the school and the residence. She said: '

"Phey built, to his own design, a lovely’ school for your father, with an
office for himself, and three very big classrooms, each holding three classes.
There was,as well, a large room with the seats built in tiers-at the back. It
was called "The Classroom", and here, special lessons were Held. When we grew
up, the Glee Club met ’shere at night. In the infant room, there were two -

~ galleries at each end of the room, with desks in the middle. Vindows were round
~ 8ll the rooms, and each had a big fire-place, with lovely fires in the wintexr".
L "The Department built for your father and mother,a complete house near
~ the school, but in quite separate grounds. It had a ve:cy' large parlour, dining-
~ room, bathroom, kitchen, and five bedrooms, with a nice passage, and a verandah
~ too, There was a house .down at the bottom on the creek level, which had been
~ there ‘before, and it had three rooms, one being a laundry.-Around this small
 'house was a lovely orchard, I remember going down there with Ethel (Tisdall)
 _.after school and having cherries of all kinds, gooseberries, apples, pears
and pe&chea. There was also a stable and a cow,."
 This lovely school, and probably the residence as well, was bumt éown,
ab 4 o’clack on a Saturday morning, 25th, April, 1891, :
. Apparanﬂy the new building erected had six big classrooms, ‘as well as .
a:"B:Lg Room". As the enrolment dropped, sections were taken elsewh@m* .
The greaen‘b schml«—rmm, now elassed, is mmpara‘tively nm«z. -




" ine first provis:.nnal committee, appoin‘ted in 1867 by the Valhalla paople
to mﬁke representatmns to thc authorities for a subsidisa& ‘school, consisted of:

' 'William Gairdner - m:ine manager- C Femdimnd I‘mval gtorekeeper

_ Alexander Bell = storekeeper; f';;  Leurence Iynch = miner; = ..
© John Williamis - = storekeeper; . = James Anderson Yarra = engineex,
‘Samuel Carver - hotel-keeper; ~  James Rige (from Tam’bbie),

0 .‘:’ésaph Renshaw ~ mine manager (from Pearsontown) kR R
 New names shm m the Committee list, 16/11/1868 were.w SR

| "“Henry Rosales - mine engineer;  George Standish Harbrick - engincer;
X “Mertin Carkeek - miner; Richard Cadé - 133”31 mgm
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According tc the Educatian Begarhment files, thare have been ’chree sehm}.a
k:novm as Cooper's Creek School. The first, No., 2123, opened at the Copper Mine,
lste March 1879, but when the average attendance dropped to eight pupils in 1881,
because, as Inspector Hepburn reported, "the copper mines have stopped", it was
moved to the .site originally selected - on Grass Tree Hill, on the Walhalla to
Toongabbie Road, opening there at the beginning of 1883, Apparently some of its
pupils were reeruited from Pesrsontown (Happy-Go-Iucky), but since the Happy-Go-
Iucky field petered out early, attendances remained low. One of the head-teachers,
Mr, J. F. Schilling, reported, 18/9/1888: "There has been no attendance at this
branch so far this week. Happy-Go-lucky being an old mining district whose yields
have.dong since ceased; now numbers only four houses". The Coppermine School (or
Grass Tree Hill School) was made half~time with Osler's Creek School, No. 2624,
from September 1884 to December 1888, when it was closed. It re-opened in May -
1889, anc‘i was burnt down in a bush fire, 3rd. March, 1893. Hea&-teaehm were:

1879~188L...Matthew Robinson; mma':,..amm q:my (half«tm), ,
|1882~1883. . ,Grace Morris; . 1887-1888, . ,Julius FsSchilling (mm-time)
mamaazz...ws.mam walam, B 1839.1393."@ E. MMsm.
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Osler's Crsek School, on- the WalhalMomgabbie R&ad, a’bou{; ni.ne mile@
from Grass Tree Hill was never a full-time school, except under theé classification
of "temporw—-umlasaiﬁed" , It had a precarious life of 13 years before its final
extinetion in 1897. The follow letter, written by Bernard Gray, the heaﬁm*kéacher
of the two schools, and dated 10/11/1884 gives us some interesting information:. _ .

"I beg to inform you of the outlandish state of the district in which the
© half-time schools under my charge are. situate&, and I ask you for a shilling
a day extra allowama for teaching in such isolated places. ly half-time
~gchools, are nine miles apart and in. mountainous country. There is not a -

paddock at &ither end of my joumey between the schools, Gmaequently,
expense of keeping a horse.is very gr%t. I am allowed a shilling a day fer
‘the horse, but it is impossible to keep a horse under 15/-- a week, The usual
charge is £1'a week. All fodder is packed on horses to Walhalla from places
20 miles away and further. The cos'k of travelling by coach heim‘ean the two
'jmhaols is 8/-» each way. One Goach runs every aitem&te day", . s

Hea&-«heachers at this. schcscl wera'

'1/8/1884~188T. . .Bernard Gray; . e 1890-1891“&&? Amn :mwarth
887-—1888.... . ssoeJulius Schilling Closedess.»1892-189%4 .
Clcaed. cose .1&9—18%, e . 18950 esesecssdames D, Eam}}m (Qlﬂﬂe‘d)

,: 189'7..,......(%‘]‘1}.2{&'&:&‘3.@3.& (e&we& 17/5/97)

i’earsentnm, Ei"m 1456.“"«611&:1% :’m 1875, but closeﬁ af‘ber a couple of yéar‘ .

Jubilee, Nou 3007 «s.sssss+Opened in 1850, 1% miles sauth of pre:e%%reeka
(also called Cooper'siCreek)

Cooper's Creek; No, .4077.:.Opened in 1924. odsi ~ e

Knott's Siding, No. 4054...0n the Walhalla-loe r&ilway 1ine. Gyaned ifn '-1924¢

Edwards' Reef, Nos 909.....Opened in 1867, Perhaps this is the school mentimed
by Alexaxx&er Bell in 1868, as beiag a:t chne]ly's Greek.




