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~ea:. ... · ., .. · 
l ••• Aherin Street •.• T.he nanie :C.R.Ahe~in occurs in, a record of 1882. 
9 • .-Airlie Bank"Rd~-~ .Airlie Bank ·was ~he Jl~e of the Bridle famtlj1'•s· f~~&,gi'7en 

. . . . ., : . to ii;· by the previOU:e;owners, the: Ogilvte ·ra.m117~-'.l., ·· · · 
t-, 6~ .-~Aia.me~n str,-et ••.• A 'ba,ttle .. in :wol:'ld. Yf.a.r 2 (north Af'ricah .. , ,· · · ,._: ,-~ ,_, 

a.~ .A1~~rtst·re~t.~ ••• N~~<J. ... bY James;.Alexander after h:t.s··· son·,· Albert·~· r.. 
9•·· .Ale:i:.~nder' s')t.4· ... The. road tha~ led to the, ·Alexander property-~ . . . 
7 A 'II'\..,,... St . ·t··. . . . ·. ? . .. . . . . '. . ·. . ··•~'6"s ... re~· JI!•··~·· ..... , ·. · · · ·. · · · · ···· · 
l'~ ~·~~- street·~· ... ~· •.••• Aii:n Keega~ •. The ·Keegan family came ·to Morwell in 1879 or 

' . . . . . ~- earlier. 
9 ••• Ash Street ••••••• One of the ~oup·nam.ed:atter .trees.,, 

· 9. - .The Avel,*Ut\h "' ·.. . . .· . . .. 
2 ••• Avondale .. Road •••• I~ have received its· name from that of ,an old home. in the 

area., occupied by an early Morwell teacher. There i::l still a house 
called HAvondale" in this street. 

. . . 

As in most towns; ~here ls ·a definite. pat.tern to be found· in.-the. names 
of the streets. of Morwell·, somet~e~ l~ the. prese~t with the p$.St;. 

The original surveys ·of'·th~ tetmshi;P lllE.\de by J~~s Robinson, .. first in 
Janus,ry, 1878, then in October, 1878, an.d again in October, .1882, extending the 
township blocks from three to six.~d finally nine blo~s, did no-t proride any 
names for the streets bounding an(t·diViding these ,bloCks41 . .. ,_ 

Later, ·as the township grew and private property was .subdivided. into 
. tcnmship allotments, the owners of these properties ns.llte,d . the stre~ts, often 
using_family_names for them. For_exa.mple, along the ri~e_s~retching n<>rthwa.rds 
from the railway 'line, were the fa.mis of families by the.nQ.es-of :Buckley, 
Howlett and'A1exander, names'·which are now comm.emora.ted .. by ·streets. 

Mr. Vincent Hourigan acquired the t:irst two farms, and when this .part 
.l~ecame a town area. ju.st after the Second World War, it ·wa,a he who named moat 
of the new streets. A similar proc~ss took place .with ·the ,properties o:r Mr., 
James Alexander, Mr. RegJ)avey, Mr~ Kurt :Barry, .the Demi)sey .family and the 
:Bridle family. · 

.The· State: Electricity Commission a~a the A1lstralian Paper Manufacturers 
have also done some aubtividing and some nalliing of streets, and there aay lf.ell 
have been other individuals and companies that. have don~.likwise. 

Obviously, the Mortell Shire Council has allotted some of the names, 
and deserves commendation for having, honoured and comme•orat.ed, many,· of the., . · 

, . pioneers of Morwell in ·this way. ·· · · . · ·· · . ~ - 
. Other groups of streets have ·been named after Eng1ish counties, efter 

varieties of trees, and after battles or places or :rn~ or ships of ;tJle.Seoond 
World War., · · ... ··· · · ·· · · 

.Finally, :there is a.·non-descrip~ group.whose names.mere~ repeat the 
names '.of people or>places havirig no great releira.noe. to.Moni~ll. Some merely 
indicate the nature of th. e_ stree.t .··.····(.~oh. as c·omm .. e_:rc.·.·1a_._1 _R_.~B:d.'.'_or. Stat.·ion_· - .. Street_),_ .. 
and a few indicate the direction in which the road runs (e.g. T.horp$dale Ra.ad). 

In .deal:iJng with .the complete list of .stree1i,s · iri alphabeticaJ. .. orde,r, we 
can make the list a. rough directory of streei;a. by 11umberlng them accord.·:l.ng to 
their areas. Let -us make th'.ese di visions; · " · · · · -, · · 

Area. 1 ••• 0ld Morwell.·A11 streets $Outh of the ·main line and east ot. the 
. . . . .. Mirb90 N ox-th railway line. . · 

.Area 2 ••• Bew·een the Mirboo North line and the S.E.C Yallou:rn line. 
Area 3 ••• White. City. (w~st of the s.:m.c,. Yallourn line). · · · 
Area 4 ••• North of the maill line, fromDav.ey Stre:et to-Latrobe Roa.d(west·area}. 
Area 5 •• ;East .ot Latrobe Road: to McDonald str~et. . · .. 
Area 6~ •• Ea~t· of: Mcl)9n~ld $treei;. Prince$Jlighway to. Churchill Road· 

··Area 7 ••• ~Torth,:from dhurq~~ll. Road. .to .. Sav.ige Street •.. , ,, ·· ·: : 
. Area 8~ •• North·'·f'rom ~avige St~eet to C~inigan Road.. 
Area 94t; ;The ~r.idle '·E:st.~~e- . (E~sf M9~fell). : 

. . _,· .. t ,· ~ ... ·.'' .... ; -~. . .. ,.. . ·.• . ... . ' . ... . . . . . . ·... . . ' 

There follows the full:'Jl:tst·~of the .streets of Morwe11 in alpha.bet.io.~i 
orde?', ·and. with :·eorrunents :wherever ··approp~ate ;·an;d ,po~$ib1e ~ Unfortuns:t.~y, !,Qr_ 
soma there are no comments, because we 'haiTe beeti unable to ·tirl.Q. out t,he. o;r~gin 
of their nsmea, We would be very grateful to aey re~d~r ··who could.. help_ us fill 
up .these ga;ps.t:·For some -streets,: th~ x'eason for the ~- ·1s s'o _obrlous.1:.~th!\t . 
little comment: ::ta necessa\ry'• · ·· · · · ·· · ' .. · · 

....... . .; ·.. ·~ '• 

Produced· .b:£ · I~~·:r •.. Maddern. 
V?llfme _4.1,:.,,; •• ·.,~l~ .':_,io·• •• ••• u • ." •••• ~ .• --.FJ..rst ;eu~lisj\ed ·i.n 1~65·. 
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6 •• ,Auchterlonie st ..... An oid Na1Tacan faillily, ·selecting there in 1873. 
6 ••• Bardia Street •••••• A bat.tle in Worlcf ·~lar T1tfo (North Africa.). 
2 ••• Bardon Street •••••• Nam~dby the property owner there, Mr, William Polden, 

'after his wife 1s birth-place, Bardon Mill, Cum.berla.nd, England. 
7 ••• ~~rry Street l)ick Barry .. co~d.ucted ·Murdoch 1s Hotel for many years. 
a ••• Beatrice :court~ ••.• Mrs. Beatrice Watts, wife of' the. subdivi'ding owner. 
l •• ,Berg Street•.• •••••• Named after an early Morwell family. . 
l ••• Billingsley.Court •• Named after the Billingsley family, estate agents. 
9 ••..• Birch Street •• ':. •••• One ··of the tree group. 
9 ••.• Blackwood Street ••• One of the tree ~oup. 
B ••• Bond Court., ...... •Named·by the Morwell Council after Cr. L.W.Bond. 
6, •• Booth Street ••••••• M.am.ed after a managing-director of the A.P.M. Company. 
6. •.Botany Street •••••• Named by the A.P.M. after "one of its towns" ill M .. s.w. 
9 ••• The Boulevard •••••• ? 
s ••• :areton Stree-t ••••• ~This could be a mis-spelling of the name Bruton, early 

Montell people. Fre~ Bruton was a tob.aoconist, hairdresser and a 
. prominent sportsman • 

. 9 ••• Bridle Road. Robert Bridle (:Bridle Estate) came to Mo:rwell in 1697. 
6 ••• Briabane Street.- •• Probably named after the Australian warship. 
5 ••.• Buckley Street ••••• Named afte:: .the Buckley family. 
6 ••• Buna Street ~ -.A Second World tl/ar name; a place in New Guinea. 
8 ••• Burnside Drive er. Archibald BUfPSid.e, a councillor 1909--1911 • 

. 7 ••• :a.utters Street •••• ·.A· well-known ea.r:ly Morwell. f~ly • 
. 4 •.•• Catherine Street.· .•• ? · 
8 ••• catterick Street ••• James Catte_r;t.0~, oouneillor of Morwell Shire, 1944-1947. 
6 ••• ca.vanCourt •••••••• ? · .' ·. '··'·. - · 
1 ••• Chapel Street .. • ••• The first st.Macy's Church of England was situated here. 
9 ••• Cherry Street •••••• one of tbe tree ~oup • 

. 3.; •• Cheshire Street •••• A county in England. 
9 ••• chest;nut ·street •••• one or the tree·· group. 
8 ••• Christina. Street ••• A . dau~~bter of Ja,mes Al.exq.nder, property owner. 
5,.~,.0hurch Street •••••• The first church in Morwell, the Methodist Ohuroh, was 

·built in this street, .. in· 1683. 
6 ••• ohurchillStreet ••• sirWinston_Chl.lrchill. 

, ·;, .. :,.Collins Street- ••••• A family of this· name lived in this street • 
. j •.•• ~om.ans Street •••••• The lllaiden nam.e of' Mrs •. E:ott:rigan senior• 
1 ••• G:omercial Road •••• still, Morwell's main shopping centre. 
6 ••• Conn.an Court ••••••• Mr. John Connan , Shire Engineer. 
3 •• ·9~rl:l.!a.l~ .Street •••• An English county. 
8 ••• Crinigan Road •••••• Edward Cri.nigan, a very early identity. One of the last 

of the squatters. 
6 ••• Cynthia Street •• , •• A niece of Mr. V. Hourigan, prope,rfy owner. , 
4 ••• D4.vey stre·et •••••••• Part of the Davey Estate •. ~re,med after that family. 

·a ••• Day"ble Street, ••••• Mr ... _Dayble, an early ·blacksmith in Morwell. 
4 ••• Demps~y Court •••••• In the Dempsey Estate area •. Na.med after the ,Dempsey family. 
5 ••• Dendy Street •••.••• Presl.UllB.bly .. after· Henry Dendy', _the early investor in land 

at Brighton, Melbourne, and .later linke~ oj.osely with Walp.alla. He 
lies burled at Walhalla. The street no longer exists, having been 
fenced ot:f and made i;ntoa small reserve• 

7 ••• Denise Street .... -~ ... ~ Daughter-in,....l~w .·of Mr. v. _ HQU.rigan, property owner. 
31t-. .Devon Street~ ••• ~'.";county in England. 
6 .••• Doherty Street ••• ~ • ? 
6• ~ .• Donalcl·stree'ti••· .···~· •• Mr. _ .. Dona,ld __ ... McDonald, Water .; & .Sewerage. W~rks _engineer,. 
7 •• .;Doolan Street •••••• Tom Doolan, a Morwell lad whQ lost his life in the 

Second World War in heroic·oircumstances. 
3 ••• Dorset Street •••••• County in England. 
3 ••• Driffield Road.; •••• Once it was the outlet road to Dri:f:field. 
3! •• ~pam str·eet County in En,g1and. > _.·· · •.. .·.·.· .•... ···••··•··.···· • ·7.; •• wnbarAvenue •.••.••• cr. Duncan Dunbar, .a. oouncill()p, _1911~1~2~ •. district fa.rmer. 
8 ••• Edney Court ••••.• ··-~cr. J. ll. Edney, __ councillor 1912 ... 1918.' ~innar Riding .• 
l ••• Elgin Stl.'eet ••••••• Probably af'te?"one '~f th~ E.aJ;'~s of Eigi.n, pronlinent in 

'.Brit.ish ooloni.al administration in the l..9t;h. century. 
2 ••• Ellen street ••. ~ •••• Ellen and Ryan streets were_ named ~rter_ Mrs.Ellen _Ryan, 

whoa~ husband, a farmer,owned the bloek of ],.and: there·, as well as a farm on.the Driffield Road. 
9 ••• Elm Street ••••••••• One of the tree .·g::roup. 
5 ••• English Street ••••• Cr. John English, councillor 1892-94 and 1912...;,19. 
7 •.•• Evans .. Street ••••.••• The Evans family · conducted the· local · news~gency ·for 

many years. 



a ••• F$lla Str.eet ••• ,, .• 9r •.. Jo~ Falla, councillor for ·Jtnnar Ridilig, .. l9l2-19J:5 • 
• c ••• ~::;\·.'':\6 ... Fairfield Street.Named by the A.P.M. Company after Fa:irneta, Vi~toria:.· 

5 ••• Fleming street ••• The Fle~ familY owned: the propetj;y here• T.J>.ey $.1sci Damed 
New Street, which has no other significance ~hall' that it .was:.nw·. 

7 ••• Foster street~. ~·S~· :nameQ. o/.cf;he Hourigan t'amt~t .· 11ho·, cam,e::trom ~t tawn. 
e., •Franklin .Stre~t~ .Frank:Lin Alexander, son ot James. Alexander.~ : .', · · 
5 ••• Gay street ••••••• Andrew Ga.y, draper, .of ·the ti.rm of Ga.1·and Green. 
l ••• George Streat •••• ?? One of our oldest .streets~/ ; · ; · 
9 ••• Gilli~ .~treet •••• l\Ta.1Ued. after- the wife of ·Mr~Xt\rt. B~; ·property ~~~ · 
6 ••• Gona Str~ •• ·~ •• A .WQ.r~d .Wa.r·Two nam.e; .. :a ']lla6:e· in·ll'ew ·_G'liinea.. . . 
1 ••• Grandview .Gr~e .• .,. O~O\l~ly meant t.Q:(·ie descriptive. , · .. · ... · . . . ... · .··· .. ·· . 
5•:•,.Grant. S~reet· .••••• f!ith. ~el'll'Y Street, named atte1' Mr.ltem.'1 Grant, sv.bcli.ri,der. 

· .,, ••• Grallya. Grove ••••• ? .. . . · 
6 .... Green Street ••••• Mr. Arthur Green (Gay & Gremt:." drapera)' an .old ideritiij. 
6 •• ~Hall Court ••••••• er. Alan Rall, oomwillor .. si.noe' 1950• · · · ' · 
:; ••• II~psh~e- St.r~et.,, •. An· English .county•'.:; - . · ·· : ·. · , · 
e., .B:a.nnwt Street ... ~ ~Wife of Jam.es Al.exander •' 
t.~.Hare Straet ••••• ~cr. A. L. Ha.re, councillor since 1930. ·' .· . 
5_ •. -..Ha,ro~d Street •••• ~~914, Atkin$Otl;: aur'Veyo:r•· · . : ; · · · : 
s ••• Hayt4'ood street~ •• MJ;t~. poj-e.an Ha.fWood (r).ee· Alexander)•: .• · · · · · ·. , .•.. · ... <; < • 
l ••• Ha.ze~wqoQ. Rq"d ••• br;~:U.Y led, to Hazelwoodr Wt'· now_; out·: ~f't'_;'by. th•: B+E!~. 
4 .. ~B:eletr d P~l+~ •••• ~~, R•+ez~.-. l)av~7c (;nee: Maddt;n} ..... ~art····of · tl;l.e ~~Y.e3'• ,,8'1r'ti~! 

·~f~'·i!:et±ey'·· Street.~ •• ~.~:?'~:- ~elll7::~r$nt,,.-s~b.dividingi:j,r~P.e~y-owhf.l~~.· ... :;. ,·:n": .· .. .c. · ~ 
1 ••• lliam Courl, ...... •:-,_• ~~-·:l'!l.11· Jiiy, .--.o•·~ef·propert1;:~o~tieer·.ot·~};le .~.~E.c·.-i·-:,,;:· '.< .. ,, 

5 ••• llo:J..m:~~- .~oa~l~-,~ ..••• A!l e&+-lYcfariner who -~owed land 'llere•;_.; · ·.... · . · .... -·:·;··.,·: -: ~. 
5 ••• Ropetoun Avenue •• ~he Earl of Ropetoun. a Governor ~f V:t.ct~t!l• . '.-: ., .. ,. 
7 ••• Bcrsfall Street •• F. ,A .. :,·HP~~talJ..J~.i~hbe Engin.~ :&''Sec~et~~.J9,~1944 . ., · ~ .. ·;·· 
1~ •• llourigan Road.o:•!•~n t::t;t~ tJ;·~isan·,Estate a.ri<f :named after 'the' !~17~~; _ ··· .. · .· 

.~~,~~!l~~~~.~,._~tr~·et'.<·~·:,',~ w;~~kn:~, early Mmtt•t~·-·1~~i-~ -. ~_,:;,. .· · · ~- ·:·.·~'.:.'> .. >. · . ·: .. 
··!)~ •• Hoyle St~eet ••• ,.f.J~.(1)•.Ba~on.Hayler,.· ~ ~wcell*kn~, &ar~ 1.li•ntity .•nti agent. 
;.·fi···~.,· ... ·-~.'.· .. · ·14··.···.·.: .... }.:t .. ;;d:.:~:~s.: .. t·: .•. ·~. ee .... t.·\·! .. ··.•.· .. ~···~-arb•rt:1RY-lant1:_, .M~•L·;,::.A~ ... £: · ·.':'.:· ,. ~ ~:·:, ·· --· .. · ,, · ···-5• • ·;J'ames $."J:reet .••• .,.,? . : · .- · · .. c:' 
4 •• ~Jbe §t~eet~,.··;~~·~;.:~ . ·. ·;.·.. .· . . .· .. . . c ... · .. ·. ... . . . .. :· 
1. •.Jet.miter ~:t;r,et .• ;.Mi~tl·:,~,~ter Schultz,.:~ daughter of Mr.•'tI .. Sbb~'tz;, 

superviser~ st~·~ei:. , .. · · ·. · · · · · .. · · · · · ,., > 

6 ... Jeeralang.Ji'e13t R4"'••: <l~rection ·name. · · ~ · · · , 
5 ••• Jill !Street~ •••• ;1 . · · · · · ·· 
e~:~···~J'osepll.· coill-t ••••• Joseph Alexander, soa. of· JQe ;~.Axe:x~de:r; ·':ProileriJ' Mer, 
5 ... Joy Street ••••••• ? · · · ·· · : , '' · · , , · · · · · · · . , : . 
1 ••• Julia Street •• : ••• ? 
5 ••• ·J'une·'street •• :.,: ••• ? ) . ··r ·.. ••· - .. • 

a ... Junier Street'~' ... An early,pioneering ·-:tamfiJE.V>. .. -' · · · · ·· :·. ·. 
8 ••• Xathle~~- S~e; •• Ka.thleen ilexandier·, : daughter 'cit'·(if~es AieX;,;n~~ze:. 
a ••.• xeat ·court~ •••••• Edwin w. Keat, Shire oouncillo;r, 1935~19'6. : , .. ,. · 
7 ••• Kelly street ••••• N-.ed. ·by the Housing C1omm!~s'.tbi!L'kitt.a~. Mr •. li•'t.l'.e~:, 

. . .. :·,., ... l(ate:r-:-Commi.se.ioner ot .this:·area. for' ~1'y~&rs. , .· ·, .· · · 
l~. ·~Ke•n Street •••• This early Monell family . owned. lanQ.. '.b,er&.: .. · · :· · . : ,, .. 
1. ~ .Kennedy Stree~. '!..,Ji p-a.ef:lful tribute by the· :Sl4r~·,!cour£~il to an. olct . a•d 

.· <· :r~speoted Counci~'.:employee# Mr-~ ·Tim ~enh~di·.· ;_ · '· .. · , .. 
·3~ •• Xent street.~ .•.•.•.• ~ Erijfliah:::oe\lntf~ · ·-~·:·~·: · · .: 
1 ••• Kerrie Street ••.•• ?. .. . · . - · , 
6 ••• Kokoda. street.~ •• A Second World War nuE>~ ·:if:plao$\.in New'Guh).ea.~. 
9 ••• Kurt street •••••• Mr. Kurt Barry of the -Barij.Estat.e:~· ,. · · '· · 
a ••• ~al:>µ:rp.a.m:s:;r;eet •• One of. the'· tree :troup •. ·. ····. t:·:~· .•..• ·.·.·. ' .. ·.<·: <··::; ' ~ .. · ~. 
7 ••• Lae c·ourt ••• ~.· ••• A, Seoond:'·World Weir :name. ·.A: :place in'.'.Np G~l)e~~- . - ~ ····· J:'r(·,.:,~y;? ~· • •. 
2 ••• Langford .. StJ:-~· .Named·. bF·cMr· •. ·. Wm •. - •. ·.P~ld~n···af1er···1i~ -~~tlh~pl~:-.i;,;;~·· D~~•t,•, .[ 

England -- Steeple:,;Langtord. · ·' : · · · · '. '·. ·:··'.!'.,·,~ • • • .,_,:.·.:·.::,;·, "'··· 

5 ••• Latrobe·. Roa:d, •• ; •• Dir.eoti.on. name~· '?he '7!oacl l~adS1 _to ·~$1·\IJat•o'le···ve:r::~ 
6 ••• Livingstone".street •• Mr.· ~om:'LivUlgtrtone1: .M~L-~.A. '.19Q2~i~4.;: ·.l ...... , , ... 1 

5 ••• McDonald Street .•.• cr •. A.F.MeDcmald, 1911-16, and· \1924~26. ~ . 
1 ••• McKay. Str~et: •••• Donald MOKay,·.'Shire eoun~illlor,~·1916-J,.928. · . -:.:,·,·: . .•:\: .. 
l ••• McLean St;rre•t·~ ••• Probably atlter.t.Dr.tJohn'.· s~e'~:.·1ctea.n~··'an -~l~<~tioctq~.· a.114, 

a ·~e councillor. . . . . . .. ·.··:. · · · · ... ····: : 
6 ••• McMillan street •• The,· MeMlla.h<1tami·Jt•' of'·aa~e·l.wboa. st,a.Jtj:pn. · l)~l~. KoJ(illa.n 

. ;lf~~ -~ :~e councillor~- .. 1a94~~9~~'.~. ' ~~~dttld be ::~·pei~ ·,;~~laa":l. - 
4. •.Madden S'ftr<iet~:•.••Part of tb.•:o•Da;vjJ- ll;Jlate. Maiden· name. of_~~·, TJ~!e1fl 
a ... Manning Street ••• Oou.noillo~ John ~ingt 1906 .. 1911.~. . . .. :i· ~:;:iJaifM~a1 .. ~;~~~=:·:,~rs. Ma"~~t·Rau··. :'i(nee .. Mar(Sa~~~ ~o~)~.:::_ ~., 



a.,·iMataon Street:~ ••• An·· 1874 land survey ah 
4 .... Ma17•Street •••••• ? 

.. 7 •• Mal'7Vale .· .. ·Road •••• Leads to ~a~al• .,l?ai)er Mill~. 
7• .,Mau~e. Street •• ;.••.? .. • .. · . . . · .. · ... ·.. .. r.'. . > . . . •• . . <' 

, 7. ~Milner Oonrt ••••• ·Presumably after the well ..... knQwn .Milner ta.mily of Mo:rwell. 
8 .. Mitob.ell Court ••• Dr' Mitchell was an early doctor here. in Monell. 
7 •• Moi~·Stl""e&t•··••Mrs. Moira Hourigan. 
7 •• Monash Street .... : .sir John Monash. 
8 •• Jl.:b.il.e·are Street ••• councillor Michael ·Muloa.re, councillor, 1a92..,.1900. 
8.-Murphy Street •••• councillor William Murphy, ·.councillor IS92.-1894. 
5. ~Neville Street ••• Mr. N.evi~te Ba.ldy, Shire Secretar;Y1 1944-1948. .· ·.· -. · 
; .•.. ~:~t}f ;.:at·r~et Descriptive name. A new street named by the Fleming t~ly. 
6 •• Newton Court ••••• ? 
~ •• Nor!olk Street ••• An English cotlllty. 
9. llOak Stree,t ••••••• One of the tree group.. . ... 
8-.0*Grady Street ••• Cr. Wm. O'Grady,from Boolarra, Sh~e ·counoillor,l89S..l9.Q6. 
6 •• Olivia Street •••• virs.01:1.via Stanton, wife of Sen. Cons.table Stanton of Mqrwell. 
; •• Patric~a Street •• ? .. ·.· ..... · .. · ·.·······.···.····•··· < .·. . · . . • 

5 •• Papyrus Street ••• .An A.P.M ". nam~·· .. The .. t'!a.r~y E}gyptia.ns.ma.de paper from papyrus. 
6 •• Perth St:eet ••• • .A~tralian 117a;s~ip, i~ th~ Se~olld ylorld. Wal:'. 

e ,a. .•. Peter Street• •.••• Peter Ban'J', ·. son of Mr.XtB~r:t?'.~ .... ~l.l~~i viding owner.... . .· . 
5.•n•Jl'1'~1s Str·eet ••• i~. Phyllis · Do;p.aldson, j'tife ~~. Do~ld McDonald (see Donald St t ) 
2. ,.Pollen Crescent.;.iir., William Polden, subd.iv~d4ng, -: own!r• .·. . > .. • 

8.,.Porter .. Street ••...• ~Robert .. Porter• ·selected la.net at .~Opell in l874. 
7 •• Qui~ley Street ••• The Quigley family one to Morwell in 1876 or earlier •.. 
6 •• Rachael Way.'* •• ·• •• ? 
6 •• Re•er¥bir' .Road.'~ .A d.irectio~· muft~ .... self.,.~xp]4natqry. 
1. ·~in~!'"1l:1Street •• John Rintot~2J.11 't:)lacksmith,,. lt378 or ea~lier. 
B •• Robert ... court ••••• Robert ·Al~~ander, son .of J'amts Alextll1~er, subd.ividing •. owl?.@r • 

. ··i···R~b~ ·Street~ ••• Robert Alexander, s~tl of James Alez~nder, subdiv~(i~l'.lg .Olft).er. 
7 •• Robe~t··soxi Stree~.General Sir Horace Robertson·· ("Red Robbieu). attendt)ti ;Mor.well 

State Sch'ool, 1903 .... 05, while his father was the head-teacher there. 
4 B.-.ger 1Street~'':• ••• Roger Davey, son of Mr. Reg Davey, subd.iviciing owner. 
1•.•(ltM~d~Qou~ •..•• - •• cr. · :Ailfred•Ronald,. Shire councillor, 19~2-1964. 
'7 •• l(.()We1l. Street •• .,.Mr. Rowell, Morwell's first tailor. 
7 •.• ~031'.St:re~t ••••••• counoiUor George Roy, Shire councillor, 1903-1909• , . . .. 
?•'·Rl;tbY Street ••• •• .Mr~. Ruby Frith. (nee Polden) daughter of subdividing .owner. 
~ ... RU.tland Street.: .•• An.Engli .. sh county. · · 
;, •• Ryan Street •••••• After the Ryan family (see Ellen Street) . . . . 
6 •• S~~elbere; Street .A Second . World War name. {Mountain range in N el1 Guinea).• 
~·~·.s~nge Str~et •••• General .• Sir Stanley Savige, born in l\1orwell, 26/6/1890~ 
'·•'.S~rvioe Roa~ ••••• Probabl.Y de·so~ptive •. · . < . . . ·.····.•. > ., · ..... ·· .·.· .. .. · .. ··.... .: ·.. . ·.·· .. e .• " •. suw Street··•.••·:~.or. Donald Sha:w, 1892-1898. First ~resident of Council,1892. 
a. ,.Sheft'in Street• •.• ? 
7. . .~t.reet •.• , •.•• Descriptive n~e. A ·very short street. 
2 •• sinoa.irAvenue •• Th.omas Legga.tt Sinclair, Shire Secretary &.Eng:i.neel:',189~~924. 
6 •• sp:ry street ••.•• ,-..? · · · ·· 
6 •• S'bant Ql ... Street ••• Senior.....Oonsta.ble Stanton .· (See Olivia Street) • 
; •• station Street ••• Descriptive and .. ·. self e~planatory. Now 1part ot' Princes. :e;g};lway. a .. stephenaon st •••• Riohard Stephenson, Mohrell's first Sll\.ddler. 
8 •• st,one Court •••••• er. John Stone, Shire councillor, 191~-1912. 
3 •• &'Utfolk Street ••• An English county. · · 
; ... Surrey Street •••• An English courrky. < . ·. . . > < < ·.· .. .. .• • .. ·. . .··· ..... · .•. · .. · , . 
9-.Su.san Court ••••••. Susan Barry, daughte: of YU::• K. Barry, ·subdividing owne.r. 
6 •• Sydney Street .... An Australian warship in the Second World War. 
a ••. $11lons street •• ••An old 1Morwell family. Mr. ·Symons was ·a. b'Q.ilder. 
l •• Tarwin Street •••• Presumably after the '!'arwin River.11 .. · 
5 •• Therese court•.• •• Therese Hourigan, daught·Etrof Mr. v. Hotilf.igan. 
:; •• Tho:cyedale Road, .»irection name. ·Leads to· Thorpeda:ie,· · 
1 •• Tobruk Street .... second World ,J\far lisme. Place 'ur N1orth .A:frioa~ . 
6 •• Telmie. Street.••• •. The Tolmiei ··family were early seleetpr~ ... · at' M9rwell •. 
6 •• mo.ol)a stre•t ••••• Named by the Housing Commission att:er th.a township, Toora:; 
l •• Travers· street ••• ? i · 

7.i,r.It~l;ooti Street • .t.lfilliaa·~ullooh, ··an early·Mo~e!t ~~!~t~tr: 
a •• Ti;~ley·· st:reet.~. ,Robert Turnley, newspa.per'·.editor/a*d .. Shire····~o~cillor. 
7 •• ur < Si strectt' •. ~•Principal cf the firm tn•t ··survEly·ed: th~~. ~~otion •.. 
8 •. ,i.,lerie Court •••• ? .·. ..· ··. . ... ·.· · ... ··.. . ... · .· ..... ·.. . .. ·' . . . . . 8 •• V~fW street •.••.••• Sam.ttelYarJ{,of. Mert&n Rushlt'.ation. A'friv,~~,~ere in 1e79;, ~ 
7 •• Vasey Street ••••• General George Vasey. 

•• J • 

Isaac Matson holdingla.nda.t Norwell, 
'! 



.size before 
w~s tben smelted 

carbonates, 
was:converted·to 

· · Cooper1s··cr·eek, a sJnall, deserted _townsh:tp, had.-·i·hs begi1miness:W'11en 
_ ~C)pper 1-raa discovered there in 1863 or 1864~" · It is s:!/imatect on th_~ e~stern side 

of the Thomson River, about 200 yards belo'tt th~> ·dunct:ion of Ceope:c 's. ; C;t.~ .. 
is.··reao.hed -by···me~ns of a .~;:oad turni11g- .. 9ff, and dr.Y;~n..hill, the .Moe- 
Road~:s·~, · 

·In Februari 1865, a. pSrli- of four formed a, syndioa:b~ at 
the 'Thom:son River· Copper Mine ·to e~ploit "che . ooppe~ e On0 of "tli~ . .·····.··.. . ma;r he;ie-:: 
been Heriry Dendy who had. been so closely connected wi·th e~,rly Brigh .. .;on .. )-ln hls·: 
book, "The H:tstory of Brighton", Westo1} Bate. has "'this . 011 Ge>o:Per•s 
Creek: .: !'In 1865, the Thom~ol1 Ri •Jer CQpper Mini11g Con1pa11.Jr had 1:r~e11· f'~Oa~e.d~{-al\~· 
Dendy was a·· director and _011~ of ,.the laJ.1gest sha~'®~holde:t1s.l;) Sc:;:1~p' for ·20~' ~~I >0' ·· ·: 

shares, o~ ·which_ £6 in calls had been· paid, =. in the .. • . _· .. . ~~- .h.li.s.'·~~~~t: 
daughter,:-Mrs •. Woodhouse-:.r~oore of Sydney''• _-Apparen·!;ly· D~)nd.y:· .. ·.·. . . . .. -~~is· flour ~i];l 
at Eltham:.1n ·January, ia67, . to invest f'ul'the:r money :tn b.i,o Gippslancl .. en~er~-t~es. 

· L:.tttie se~ms to. be .known of this fit'st attem;gG .to deveipp -i!+~. ~e~;t }b.~t 
in 186.7, · the mine was let to a party 'ttho formed a. 0014'pany ki1own a.*? t~Et. ~ippsland 
Copper Mi~ingTributers Company Registe1""ed,, Th~ .. $··conp~ny £ailed owing to the 
i~Qlate.~ :lQcality of. the mine,. which mad~ transpo~r·l.; costs ·proh::l-b:l:~~l'~· 

In 1870, .·another .. party· tried ·the ventu1"e,' ._. repa:tr~d *'clle f\lr~<:s~~t ~l)d - · 
treated slag from the previous . operations with gt)Od . results, . 'but no ·:t'~r:or~~ 
appear to be available as to the value or quantity or quality of ··the o:re nqned 
or treated• · 

In Ju...Y).e 1874, the W~lhalla. Copper Mining C07Clpaey ~ras incorp~ra~ed. with 
a oapital of :£30,000.and with 62 share-holders holding 29,000 shares:~· .Tb,e area.· · 
worked pro<ved to .be a rich O;O,pper-l;?ear:tng forma tio~l<> The lode was ·.a: dyke 
format.ion with a width of_ 25 teet and .a _leng-~h 0£ .120 f$ei; ru11ni11g· nort~~~otith, ·· 
and ·was w,ork~ed. by thr'.~e adj_t_s. 'J::h~··company'.· r'eorganized production in several· '· 
ways- j_n ·~nattempt' to' m.a,ke _the ... znipe. ~y •. _To .. deor~~se carrying cos•ts, ···bh~ ore 
was: ·smelted at th~ mine, tp. prod.ucS. .eitl-ie:t- rich blua•mcrf;a~·. o.:r .. · oop:J?er •. ·: 
Smelting :greatJ.y · de9re;1sed, J~he . wei.,g~t.· ()f the coarse: cc:i1)pe1~ 1.n C{>ill],J-:tr±son~ W~~h·: ;·, 
that~ of:l'the~ __ ore~ which deorease4 th!a oost··_oi\ ~t.ransporting __ .fJ?om~~e 1ll~~::.e:q,.·~:n~· 
side of, the---r~ver. t9 ths·ro-asti;ng:1{9rks ·on ··~he· .. _c:~hf;ir:o··.F;L~e•brlcits:;1,:.tb;e ~rinci~l 
material:>neoessaty·fop··rebuilding·_the.: f'.\,\t-n.e.ces,,·l'1ere-·J::.ade"··On the·.~tt~ from.·e~.--· 
found, neai-bf. A_ .substantia1 a..nd'~1·ell-eoi1str~o"Gad bridge 'WB·~:,:·buiJ.~·.1a_c7oss 
Thomson. River at. a cost·.· of £$80; mair.l.ly t(J <iom:m~ncl ~ .gxqf?1:be1" exte111; of fo 
country.,. th·e··source of ·_fii~e-WQQ~ .••. _.it~.ed .. as ..•. ··.fu.el ••.. ··.!t ..... also C"~uected·.-·the.:wo~ks ''by·/. 
tramway with the· niirie/the spalling area, and the calein~1;.g .f.lccll~:"So- The Compat.17 
also made arrangements . for ti+e disposal Of. the bl~te.,~·m~rhal copper, an<l for 
its .. transit tq -sw.anse82;{ thus +edtJ.Qi,i1gits·s~lling ... Qos"l!sa. 

The· treating consisted ··of ,£:1paclling the. ore .a 
it was: oiloined or·i'oasted in large h~~:Ps in the open a:i.i:~ Pc 
by __ ...• r~dtj.OUf~ ~l~.-~ :i:'~7¥°3~Q~:'G;(?r.1 ... +'ttf!1~~a .. Witl)._ .•. _an ad:tnl.:i~'\?;1.t:CG~ C>lf 
:produ<d~rig ooqse . metai an~ then . bl\l.e-met~~~ • J3Y° iI'~la-~~~C:l;l'J.:Q; 
poor· oe>pp:e1,:o. ' ,· .. ' 

Cha:ete:r··:··2.\: ••.••••• cooper's .Creek,. XJ.et:1.r Wa.J~halla ••. ~{11:!~~1 Puhliah.ed, .......... ,;;::...,......,~ 
;!~:·\·: :- . ~ ~-,L~- , 

cou11c:tllor ·.1949 .... 66. andDonald- . .,.the·.-.time 

5~. Victor Street •• :· ••• ? 
6 •• Vincent .Road •. · ••••• Mr. Vincent Hottriga.n, -subdivid;b1g owner, 
6 •.• Vindon Ave11uea •• e .A composite name made t±-·om V~~nc.ent 

Roge~s. T-he .families of these two men.·ha<f"'oeeri.· ".~'··',. 
'". they l:tv:ed at Gunyah· before· coming· to MOl"trr.ell. 

l~ .Wallace Street •• • .Nam.a allo-'cted by the S.E"O. . 
5. ·.watmor Str-ee"'c." ••• Another compos:i.te name given 

· · .· ·· ..": !;~t.,so11 married M:i.ss __ Macy HS:tl"is i11 l898o 
7 •• W a.tt · Stree·t ••••••• Presume. bly 11ai:led aftE;Jr · ·bh.e Wa.:t ·t; 
5 •• Wegner Str·eet •••. u? 
8.,.Well Street •• ~·••e? 
1 •• Whi'J;.e s~_:t'ee!t.· ••• ,, .The White family hav-e resided i11 th:ts stree·~ for ~ey y~ars. 
6.r.;1tlick~- .cresQen·t. '11·-•'rhe Wicks .f'am:tly ~ earl.y selec·tors Yinnar. · . · 
2~: .• w:~:..1:'.ts .. Sb:1:3~~;:~· ••o .Originally Will Street (for tti..,,.W~ll:,tam.Polden) but now 

. . . viillis Street, after Mr._. Willis .Connelly, former S11EeCQ Chairma1$. 
8 •• Willi~ma. Street •••. Another early Morwell family~· 
1 •• Wilson _street ,? 
5~.Winifr.ed s·tree·t •• ,JJirs_., Winifred Hourigan, w:i.:fa of ~il'Q Y,, Hourigano 

Chapter 1 (,S9ntinued). 
nte Mo,rwell Historical;. Sooferty. Reoori• · Volttrsl.e·; A (~ilitet Pub~,~shed· 



At the close of the hf3,lf-year. ~qM~ June 1877, a ,loss···was · Slt()Wn .on 
cake copper. However, this w~s qovered bi:~;tlfe sale of ·coarse copper from the 
furna.oe bottoms. This loss was mainly .dtt.~('tp an unusually wet .seasen which 
increased costs by maldng suppl,:Les of d#fi ;.:t~ewood diffioul t t'o obtain -. The 
result showed that, in spite of the fa.ct .. ;tp.~t the first smelting had not been 
a success financially, under more favourab;le conditions, and even at the low, 
price of £65-10- 0, per ton then ruling, the mine could be worked at a profit on 
an average yield of about 10 per cent of coarse copper to the ton of ore. 

This success waa short-lived. A new management took over and was 
unsuocess.fµ:l in the following half-year to 1878. This failure was due to the 
quality of the mixtures being charged and also to the use of unseasoned fire 
wood, and to the loss of time and cost of repairs owing to the bottoms of the 
furnaces giving way. The Company did not recover its financial position until 
the views of the old directors. who had remained on the management were accepted 
and aoted upon. · · 

In 1878, it was recommended that a. stone-breaker, crushing-mill and 
calcining lr.ilns be erected, and that the old furnaces be re-erected on a 
larger scale. These recommendations indicated the .general opinion that prospects 
for the mine were good. 

In the same year, the Secretary for Mines ivrote: "The prospects of the 
mine may now be regarded as promising, there being a large amount of ore in 
sight, both in the newly opened and in the ol..d workings. The general indications 
are in favour of its further improvement at depth, and if the Company succeeds 
in getting a tramway to the railway line (then at Moondarra) and can utilize 
the J.ign5 .. te deposits of the Latrobe Valley for smelting purposes, the chances. 
o.f .. suc.foess will be greatly enhanoedn. .. 
.. • . ... . . The recommendations made were acted -upon and ·completed in Febru.a.17 
1679, and by the end of June 1879, 1120 tons of ore had been smelted, yielding 
112-t···tons of coarse .. copper containing 92 per· cent of fine copper, and yielding 
a Pt'ofit of £700. In Apz-11 1879, the Company reported that the eosts o.f .smelting 
per ton of ore were about £5-7-2, a.saving, with the new equipment, of about 
£''t-7-0 per ton. Profits for both April and May were reported at over £400 for 
each month. 

Despite this promising atmosphere, the mine closed down in 1881, the 
shoo~ ··. ot ··.ore that was opened up having been worked out. Overall, during tho 
~~Y.•l).,yea.rs of the. Company's existence, the mine wa.s worked at a profit, 
notwithstanding the great disadvantages facing the Company. The main disability"" 
li'.El:~, .. t.be. ina.coessibility of the mine which made transport costs prohibitive, 
particularly since the copper produced had to be transported from wa.ggons to .. 
ships at Sale or Port Albert, for shipping to Melbourne, and was then consigned.'., 
to ma.J1kets in England. ; 1·3 

: 

It is estimated that, from the beginning of the mine in 1864 to its 
closing in 1001, ore to the value of between £70,000 and £80,000 was extra.mted. 
After,_ the suspension of working, .· Cooper 1 s Creek remained as a stopping-place . 
for Cobb and Co's coaches travelling a.long this road, the first trip having.been 
ma.de in 1879. From here, the passengers continued to Walhalla on horseback,. J\.t 
this time, two stores, a post-office, bakery, hotel and school still remained 
open, with between 20 and ;o pupils attending the school. 

After being closed for 25 years, the mine was re ... opened. in 1906 by the 
Thomson River Copper and Platinum Syndicate. ·when a sum ·of £2,,000 ha,d been 
expended in prospecting the mine, the syndicate applied for assistance under 
the Mining Dwelopment Act to test the dyke below the third ad.it int,o ·the ore 
lode. In 1908, a loan of £500 was allotted to carry out a diamond drilling test._ 

Apparently, this syndicate was unsuoee.s.sful, for in 1910, the Gippsla.nd 
Copper and Platinum Mining and Smelting Com~·was registered.in Hobart, 
Tasmania, to work the mine. The original Company had 55,000 shares but later, 
the .. office was transferred to Melbourne; and other . share-issues \fere ma.de, 
brint$~ the total to 130,000 shares :at·7/-, wtth 105,000 contributing, cf 
which6/- was called up. The Company erected a plant oonsisti~g ot. a boiler, 
engine and blower, with a blast turnaoecapacity of lOOtona a day; and laid 
down a tram.way, 130 chains long, connecting the mine with the Moe-Walhalla 
railway, which had been opened a few years earlier. The estimated coat of the 
plant,, which was second-hand, wa.s £2,000 •. 

In 1910, the Company again applied for assistance·to aomplete the plant 
and to develop the mine. A grant of £1500,was allotted, ot which £750 was to 
complete the smelting plant, and the remahdng £750 14'8.S to sink a shaft to 100 
feet below the third adit level, and to drive at that depth. The Company" made a 
new issue of-10,000 shares, which was over-subscribed, and the grant was not 
taken up. With the additional capital, the erection of the plant was completed. 

Qh.~J2~€!+' .. 2 (continues.) ~~ ' , .. 



FJt~lier Notes 0J'.\.£tpoper•s_.,Pl:eel~~ · (Fx:«>Jll. !!QM~!.ha~~h'" ,1>3'. .Ra~l}d~l:~J.tl.ii · 
, The : :f'ollol1ing is . an, extract •.(Pages ' 13 2 .· ... '13.5) front . the: ,·;pook "Old 

Walhalla", lrritten. by ·Raymcmct .Pai;lll .in 19.53" It is an ·._excellent. stipplem.e~' if~. 
Miss Morga11i.s acoo~~t of. Coo;t?-er'.s Creek. ... ··' 

·. The di.so,ove17, ab~u;"J~· Augu~t · lS6~3.; . c:>f .·.a. . _copper, .. lode :Ol1 tbe:.{.'I?hems.oit .• R,iverl' 
introdtic~d a . . -' and :t'or Gipp~lim.d, a ~a;r.'p a.~t.ernati~~-. 0tJ> ·#!;Gld<> .[r.'h~r' .. out(jr()p) ot:?:.·, 
the lode_ .. was. _foun~ m.1· .a. ed;~tp}p.hil~s.~d~, 9·00 feEr~; ,abo"L?i~: the: .. ~~(UJ\H93Jll"'··b~nk'_ 0~1Jth~,;~u:u 
river near i.·cs junction with. Co:O:Per·'S. C;ree~ •. Wih~;t'ti~f:tre;r, ~- sup.c.ession>of . ::·,;.r 
syndicates ~nd companies. wr~s~ie§..with ~h~·.·.prQp]..ema;;·ot·i:tel!ra:ln' a11d·.aooesa-·:to'; : ' .. 
exploit·'· i.t:s.L w~aHh~ · The.··. CoJ?pe~aj .. n~, !Io-'Gel,_.· :d:elJ .. ce~9eQcri.n :.l.952 t;: :bht:· ·f!rtiJJ.; · sul:*v!Ving; 
served·· ~he ·amaJ~l .. ~1,ne·, commm1ity. . · . ; .· . , , . . . · .'..>. ; . · ·· 

-~.-~·The originalshareholde~s, ·.William Looldla~~i; Morton,(anr uAr~st~ :mn1ng ·· 
. writer); ·Henry Deney ,· Jt?-mes. Day·,·. Itett.-r:y Ireland aJ'.141.:George Craig, erected . . . , 
furnaces for smol tin.g ·the OJ:"e, but e,ba1J.do::.1od ·the clo.in. fron lack cf .e.api·hal~ : .. 

The. Gippsland Mini~g Coi:npal1,y, -which tco~f .,.'!Jl) .. _ •. ~ .•.. lQ~~~ ;.pt_. 5.9tao~es, 
r~P?:t'~ed t9 ··a .. general ~Aior:U. ·1666 that a tunnel ·ui:-i~~~n 238. .. feet .. ·had .... : . 
~t.~~f;l~~j.eQ; ~- @hair:rl1an Of the meet:i.ng, w,h~cli 'p~ai~son. aia,Q 
a:f;te:t;\.dtd,,;a~ ·llSlf· company o :.i '·. · · · · ' · · 

~~ Nf:kiie.· "QC?.2P~~~-Q~r±1t!~· .. _{Not~.a ... 2Y I•T.M~J!IDJ~o .. 
N O~()n~ has made &J.y suggestion as to how · Coo:par 1 s Creek· received. l ts 

name •. The obvioua guess is that it lna.s nrun9d af:ter an e~.~l;r min$r, .i,n the .saae 
way that Str.in:ger 's .. C!Ji"1-c: we.s named. .. ·· . , .. : · · ·"'. .. · . . , 

. . . .·. Orie''"of the first miners to tak:.e part in the ifa.lhalla.-- gold rush lV'8.S 
Thamas_Hen,.i.-y. Coope11, who~,~,.mune. a:pp$ars µi an--lS63:list of 13 olaims and·mi~ers. 
T. H. Cooper ·seems to have been one of the ou'cstand:i.ng personalities of early 
Walhalla, for ,we. find he was the Secretary and a; member 'of the D:isput:es 
Committee of 't~~ 1'~1.ning Comntt~e, s·~:d.nger's Creek, 1863. 

. . . 

. As the ore oonais:ted of basic dylt!e material, qUartz 'tte.s'n:~cs:e·s#:. .. ·.~or 
smelting,_. _and to obtain -the quart$, t:he .C.ompany· took over·Hap:P;r-Go.;..:t,uoq ·gp].(l 
mine (by th:eri worked out} fol' ~ royalty) ot 8 per cent- on ·a1i gold. ·w~n~:iiro,:r.i:"ore 
from Mirboo· North, and l4ter f:r:o~· l\ft~·, was also.·added; to -the :smeit·ing char~e. 

Snel't1.n.g began in l9l,l with a ·t-otal of l,.,116 irons .. ore, 'and 18 tops 
of quar·tz 'treated, containing 36 terns of .. copper val·~ied at £2,088~ .6,, ·bu;nce~ of 
silver,· .. 55 __ euncee of _gold,_ and 184. ounces of platintun· metals, wi~t;h ~ totai · •. 
value of .£3,)62<> H<?we~1er, }ho tt'eat~ent involve.d 11eav--5 main-t:;£Jnanee and_··wor~g 
costs d"L1:a to ·cha, diff1ou1tics in Sll1elt~.ng the dyka oro., , Duri.,'lg 1912, a.J.ter13.t~~ns 
to ·th~. plan:c wei"e. rriad.e with "che_ objeo·t:.Qf reducing··Costs __ an.~ :tnfa--easing· outpu:b. 
No are.el.ting was done in.1912.·whila ·thep,e altera,tions were taking pla.oee Smelting 
resv...u.ed in 1913 but showed a ~'.oss of 5/- pel" ton of '.ore sm~:tt·ed,· e,nd had to be 
di .. scontinu~d. Al~thou.gh further invcsi!igcd;ions. were made a.'ld ai.'lowed good: .. · · 
P""'~a:p:,.·,~.t. · · .:.n·· · .~ · .1.-h' .· · ··o··~ · ,. a " .... ,,,...,. • ·.• 1912 

.i.vg ev'-'~,.· 0 .p.~.rG er :"tT' I'..1.{: :~.~L Ci..Ol.1.C ·vi;1.~· l!l.l.l'.l:S Sl.D.Oe ··· .... .,1e .. 

!n"·.~911:, the. Co;:;:ip~.ny deo:J.,ded __ to l'rQrlt; the.· Ha.ppy-ao .. Lueey m.ine :for ·gold.~: 
and :a : five-heat?. .1'.sttery wi.th, 1,.60.0. pound . stamps ... :was ~rect~. ::In 1912, .:2·,·190·_:·tons 
Of Ore W:~re. 9l'Usl}ed. :f'Or .. i;l04,~ .OtUl:~·S,S.· :Of;- go~dt :but .-~.n 19131 th~ orushint1·Idf-L·f. . 
50 t,ons:-:·'of ors .rl.elde·d. orily J!S~. Qwlces pf. gol;,-4. The lDattery. waf:J dismantled·· and . 
SOl(fC ... ; : ; .. . . ... . .·· ·· :· . )' _·. ··:," 

• The Company_ had expended over £2:),00,0 :·1ncl:UctiJlg_ .t~.,,QOO -~./p~~t. Of this, 
o~P~-~·,;providad £l4~8oo·~··gold ·.£4:,.aoo a11d·~()l?P~:r.::and'pl8rtipµn1_,£;~9"23. Af.~er- WQ;f~ 
in th'f)0.11dne .had 'ceas~d, the C-bmpri.cy e.pplied.~·:fbr fur·(;herj:~.a;siatanoe .f;ro~ ·.:iihe .. ' 
government in the form of a £3,000 lean to cover. the .. 9ost of. e.dd,itio:n:s to the 
smeJ~t~g· pl.an.!.; an.a:- fUi.ther fnine de~e:lopm~nt.1 . i~altiding' ·an eleot~ic h~i~t . to. 
sinJ~. tP .l.QO: fe$"'G<.bo1oifLitlfe 'third·' adit ··teve1~· '.' · · .··· · .. ·. .. .. · 

. :: L .. u.1hft1:Dri:1:eetor :?eol.ogica;'!. S~~y·~-·:nr.11 .. H. ·:a.erman,'.-repor1;ed_,:~DJl.t ~;J:l.e 
proposed .pJ~t i'or. sinking ~tas:1naaequat$;-~nd.~_ ~li~at .. ¥i~;t,ess· the .c,ompan:v:::-lul~.-: .. 
prep(?.red::to:tequip~:and.. •:atnkt\a·t p~maneir& ·~haft~ ·, oj>e.ra:ci~~ ~er.e,. w~-1;: lil:~iy tP ,·be"· 
succ$ss:fulo Th~s ·oost,,.>:fai ·J..-915, ;was ·e1:l'tf$ate<;l.· t.9 be al:>o111t· £6~009, .and:as th~: . 
f;o~~ny was: not ··prepared . to·.- oa.1:.ey-. -, ou·t ) ~his;·. progra~~. · '. tlle,' ~~~ .. :was.: ngt: appl,'oved. 
In. 1916, the_ pr:tce of coppsr rose·, toc'£1o!r··;per .Ycl'.+;:.aJid .. i\trther,·.e~torts were 
mad~. ·to· raise· capital~· These·_ a:ttemp>i~·::;f~j4led, ?,n~-:-~:n i9.:t9, .. ::th~:·.P~a;i~ .. was_ .. ~o:l,4 •. 

. ;.In 1955~ a further report. w~s::·m.t:tde,: ·as foµ9W'$.; "'Wlµ~le oo:ppe;r_ :9.~EI of . . 
3 .to. 4 per cent: grade ea,n ··be :quite :prqf~tably· ~reated in ·i,~g{;+w o:r;-f.} .ppg*es,. 'bhe 
size., '>f: .. the .. shoot ind~~cat·ed is much "t60. $ntall to warran:t. ~ch,e hea:vy Qapit~l, 
expenditure tha"'c would be roquirec.l to ·-e_xpl:oit it •. S'tlr.fa.o..~ pro.spoetilf'.S seems to 
be the onl.y .logical appi~oaeh .. to any further work~ tr an{ promising ~:tf~ica:tione 
were found1· drillin.g cou1d then be unde:r.taken.'o'~~·· 

"':--'.<>---~::,,,.'::-_ /t\t>< ·.-~f~~·it;; 
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1884-1887 ••• Bernard Gray (half-time sohool) 
1887-1888 ••• Julius F.Sohilling (half-time) 
1889-1893 ••• Ada E.Anderson (ended 3/3/1893) 

1879-1881 ••• Ma.tthew Robinson 
1882-l883tt •• Grace Morris 
1883-1884 ••• Willia.m Waldon 

Raymond Paull also mentions 11a small state school, s.s., 2133, Coppermine, 
wh.iqh Hulbert Black removed in January 1883 to Grass Tree Hill, near Happy-Go Lucky11. 

According to the Education Department's files, there have been three 
schools known as Cooper's Creek School. In addition to the one mentioned by 
~ym.ond Paull (s.s. 2133), 1879-1893, there was Cooper's Creek School (also known 
as Jubilee) No. :;007, , which opened in 1890, it mi.lea south of Cooper's Creek, 
and also Cooper's Creek School, No. 4077, which opened in the early l920's. 

The Cooper1s Creek (or Coppermine) School, No. 2123, opened at the 
Copper Mine, 1st.March 1879, but when the average attendance dropped to eight 
pupils in 1881, because, as Inspector Hepburn reported, nthe copper mines have 
stoppedn, it was moved to the site originally selected, on Grass Tree Hill, on 
the Walha.lla-Toongabbie Road, opening there at the beginning of 1883. Apparently, 
some, ·at its pupils were then recruited from Pearscm.town (Happy-Go-Lucky), but 
since the Happy-Go-Lucky field petered out early, attendances remained low. One 
of the head .. teachers, Mr. J.F.Schilling, reported 18/9/1888: "There has been no 
attendance at this branch so far this week. Happy-Go-Lucky, being an old mining 
distriQ.t whose yields have long since ceased, novr numbers only four houses'", 
This· school at Grass Tree Hill was ma.de half-time with Osler•s Creek School, 
No •. 2624, from September 1884 to December 1888, when it was closed. Re-opened , . 
in May 1889., :it was burnt down in a bush fire, 3rd. March 1893. 
Head-Teachers. · 

Schools _at coo,:Eer's Creek. (Also dealt with in Vol.7; Ho.101 10/11/68) 

______ .,._,,. u"'·' ·------- 

Samples of the copper ore were sent to South Australia and attracted 
the attention of an experienced copper miner, Ambrose Halifax of Kapunda. 
Halj.f'ax must have. sensed the. possibilit~es .. in the mine, but in forming a 
tributing.·· syndicate in the following month by agreement with the Compacy, he 
unwisely financed its operations with; capital of no- more than £3 ,300. 

, Re proposed.to send the copper to Melbourne for shipment to Swansea, 
and calculated that he could exp·ort 1,000 tons a month. In June 1866, he 
advertised for dr~ys to ea.rt the ore at "remunerative rates" saying that he 
could supply 500 loadings a month. "Our only difficulty is cartage", he said, 
and so . it. proved. He reported that the lode had opened out well nto an average 
of .. three fathoms" with well-defined walls, and in the quality and quantity of 

.ore, surpassed acything known on the renowned fields in South Australia. 
Baragwanath, recalling some years later the disadvantages of mining 

the Thomson River copper, said that the fire-bricks used in the early furnace·s 
cost no less than 2/6 apiece delivered at the mine. The last company made its 
own. supply, of inferior quality, on the ground. The copper was taken by pack 

.horse for some two or three miles over a steep track, loaded into drays for 
shipment from Sa.le or Port Albert to Melbourne, and transferred from there 
to Swansea. The great expense incurred in this slow and difficult system of 
transport defeatedthe tributers. 

Following them, Evans and party, a syndicate known as "The Welshmenn, 
worked the ground about 1870, repairing the furnaces and treating the slag 
from previous operations. 

The Walhalla Copper Mining Company, formed in 1874 with a capital of 
£30,000 succeeded 0The Welshmen" and worked the lode profitably until 1881. In 
appearance, the ore blazed ·witll the richest peacock's hues - ouprite, azurite, 
and malachite (red, blue and green) - in a gossan or dyke. Two adits were 
driven with winzes and cross-outs, the second adit, 40 feet above the river, 
eutting the lode at 365 feet. On the drive south, the shoot opened out to a 
width of 15 feet and extended·· for 130 feet, to disappear as if a guillotine had 

, severed it, apparently faulted by a ledge or floor of ha.rd rock. 
The ground laY idle for nearly two yea.rs. Then, Frederick Tricks, as 

~ger, applied for the registration of the Victorian Copper Mining Company, 
lio Lia;l;>ility, its seven shareholders including Pearson, Ramsay Thomson, and 
Pete~<Olemel'lt• They ·confined their capital to ten aha.res of £100, condemning 
themselves to failure for want of capital. 

Baragwanath, who visited the field in 1906, learned that Chinese, 
s.eeking alluvial gold in the Thomson, had traced the lode• s course across the 
river-bed 600 feet south o:f the old workings. By then, the collapse of stopes,.-- .. ~ 
and the surface soil and debris washed down the hillside, had buried the 
original outcrop line. 
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6/ 9/1850 (Frid.ay) • •• I left R.osh;all .by c~rt at 6 o'clock and, got on b~d·tne· 
. Hih.L'l"l.tl."'OOn"' steamer for GlaS,igQw' where we arrived on Satu:rQa.y ·evening. 
14/ 9/1850 ••• oWe ste,yed ~n Gla,sgow till Friday. Then at '1 o'·clock in the· ·. 

mo.rning,. we set .. a:ff ·.by . rc:ii,lway ... to .. Edinburgh, and from thence t6 
Granton,· which pa;.ssage oO!S.'.t UJ3. 20/- (Glasgow to Granton}. Sta.yced. one 
night there; saw the Cominissioner's Agent; arranged· with the mprident" 
steamer bringing us to London,, and after a run of 43. h,ouri:s, 
arrived. safe in.London. 

15/ 9/1850 ... .,Conveyed :.tro:n there to Deptford wh~re the"Ast)endent'1 wa.e:.l~· 
We left Deptford i11 tolr of two ste$J4ers· and. came out to Gra.v~send• We 
cast ancher' ·there til~ n:ext day. · 

19/ 9/1850 •••• At 12 o 'cloclt we' set the "Ascendent••. under sail, wind ahead and. 
th(9: first· fla.ten light. ·We weighed. anchor and off to·· sea. For three 
days all'. w~s go~ well .. ~ but oft .. Port.land Island,, began to blow. We 

· ... : , .... ·were: obliged to· .. heave ·to and to take 'in all reefs. On Saturday, the 
wind abai;ed anCl.we cwne .to Plymoµ'ih on Sunday, where we stayed till 

· Thursday, and got the remainder of our emi~ants, - 131. 
3/10/1850 ••• o~ef··G Plymouth by. fair wind (Mid at 12 o'cl.ock ·passed by Eddiston 

Lighthouse., At ;LO o'clock, sa.w lhe Liza;rd Light, which was the last 
mark ¥0£ · Englande> · · · · 

4/10/1850~ ... '!. -Being fair nor~:b. wind, we saw great ... num.ber of fish. called 
:: · por·poises running round the bow of the ship. . ·· . " . 
5/10/1850 ••••. came.· into .. the ]3a.y of Bisca.y with. north,win4 which. "continued till 

·· 12 p'·c~ock at·.rtight, wP,en .it blew mostly to hurrd.flane. We left· ·the 
·ship with full sails when we went to bed but when we rised·there was 

· only four sails clos~ ;reefed, and. tlle sllip, lying ~9• · . . . . ·· ..... 
6/l0/1850 •••• Some of the waves ris~ mo\Ul,tains high but, :not breaking. Wind. S' .• W. 
7/10/1850 • .-eir~e ma_~e .some .sail bup wind ahead. '.rhe Moth~~ birds .. around, our 

stei"n ln 'great numbers. The most . on board a~e very sick but I and 
family are pre"'cty well. 

·. 8/10/1850~· . .-· • .,Wirid .. fair ·and. ~ell. Ship running. the. course S.W. 
,9/10/18;0 .... Wirid<North& Ship running the course s.w. We are clear of the Bay 

~f Biscayo ., Saw }Li.ne ships. at one sight, only one homeward. b.ound, '3 
· · .. . . ... scho<;mer;, Spoke to ... one goii1g to Port Phillip:. . 
10/10/1a50:~. ?•llind ~ .E·o ··Blotri!lg .. ·heaVY gale; sea coming in on both J3i,de·s; ·ship 

. rwming from 10 t·o 11 knots an hour. When sitting to Breakfast,. one 
we:ve. poured in dm"T11 .. the main h~tch. We .saw a pidgeon flying nea.r·us1 
l'rhich.tve all' cori.sid.~red to' be a carrier pidgeon. Sti.l.l course s. All 
on board in good }1eal th.. P~l;?seng~rs c.ook iost his footing. '3.nd. cu.t his· 
hand ... yery badly; ;be~ng .. un~ble :to' perform his Q.uties. You would hear 

· .:n.othing·bnt the no:i~e of tins and .. $eats,sq~ealing of children and 
. acr~am:t:t+g. of, w~m<:m .~11. ro~ll.Jlg.tog~ther~ <But I gpeatJ.y,oorp.pl1;d.n of bad 
· ste~ring as i;find ·and !faVe a~.~:·:;ta.ir. l ~ve.'1· irtindow in .. my highest bed 

to 1ihich- ·I sit ·writing this, but' now tm<L·then :·t}ie . waves . da~ken. it, 
al thoiigh ,.it bein.g . on, the . l'f.~~d an~ wave .s~~Eh, yet I see no , Q.ang(:lr .• 

11/10/1a50~ • .,··owfnd. s ~vt: Sight ·another ab,.ip bearing. all sa.ils ex(}ept J;J.oys.ls~ sa.w .. 
a lE~:t·k and a ?l?~rmr. Al.l. t-re1l;., ~o. siol.Qlest:? on board ye.t. "NcLship in · 
sight; 119, left e} .. lo : .. ; : .. :·,:~·. ! . . . : .. ; .· • 

12/10/1'8500" I) cS1.i€;..11t 'vl:ind, SQU~h, an4. by E. S)lip two points off the··'COm.'S·e· Spoke 
to a. French ship b.oun<i to :B~~.do. Saw many whales a?l4··· f.owl .,of .. count~ kf.nd , · ... ·... . . . .. .. . . · . . · · 

13/10/1850 •.• ~ ~Being S~J.1~a:tli yery ca~ a!id beautiful wa~ as~. in midsummer ~7; ··we~ 
feel· and· s·ea· t9at .. we" ~r.e gettip.g i:Q.to .. a. warm.Em al~te.'This ·i~ the 

. first Sabbath oui'": Cha;pl~in. has had r.eligious· se~~c.eit jl'e a~l a,ssembieci' . 
on d'eck and aft~r per.tox;ming tl:l,e USU£\l pray~r~ 1fliich> c~:nsists all ,in 
reading, he gave •. us a shor·c . di.fcourse t!ro~ Ex~d,us 33 CD.po .15 vere:e• : 
11 Agus .thuthaut isis ~ur ti,eddo l.a~llaire·ache· medlehu.ium sia tra.1lSUS.s /. 
sin.nu so _..;.u · . ·.'. · . · · . · . :· > .. • • 

14/10/:J.850 ••. l' 4)The. ship. di.Ci' :t;Qt: .malce ·!+er·. length. J:..igbt .. :wind, s. W. Wa spoke to . an. I"'cali~:U1 shi 'Do . . . 

l.5/10/1850 •• uBr:tsk Wi?-ld .... s,.~Jl• ~n .s .• ~4~. in ~igJl.t qf M~deriah about. 1500 miles' 
from Lon.d.o,~1 ... · .... ~:n. .... ~11r~~:r).d• A.~~l.Pt .. h~~lth ... except one child who, ·has the 
ap:paarn~1ce of d,eath seme itd.x ~1,o 

The Morwell Historical S·ociet:y: News, Volume 4 {'265)..... 
Qh.e.pter j ••• The DiB-*X of Archibald Shaw, §!w2/la20 to 14/1/1s2i..._ 
This diary·records the voyage ma.de by Archibald.Shaw: and.hie.family 

as they emigrated f:i:om the Island of Mull, Scotland, to Australia,. . on board the .··.sailing ship, the "Ascanaeµt'"(j 



16/lO/l850.; _. .•• Wind ·s~vr. ~l.~~rig ·~re~. The .~,iPk. p~ild. died. saw one ship home• 
ward0bou:nd latitude 52• 17 •.... ·. ·· ..•. _ ... ., .. ,.:' :·r···_-.:·_ , _··· .r . ·. . .: . . • 

l 7 /l0/1850 •••.• very ·ca.hf and warm. WEr.·bUJ:fielf' tli$. :a.ead child. after breakfast. Wind 
and waves between Maderial). ~:f:ld. _SansP!~:t.~.-· .everi. Are seeing houses o;n both 
i.slands, black: and . barren hig!l _ mountains, : saw a. steamer outward bound. 

1a/10/1a50 •••• Ilorth wind; light breeze; sea··~-v.e~; settled. All studding sails out. 
. .Night warm. Slept :·irrfth one sheet over ·Ile~·:· 

19/10/1a;o~· ••• Light·oreeze,. Tt. wind. Irish girl died. Course N.w. Ship running 
bett>reen ~.and 4 knots 'an hour. Dif:fer.enoe of time it h~urs. 

20/10/llil)O ••• aLight ,.,ind but :fair, ship 4 knots an hour, off the Canaty Islands, 
:. tt·o Leward 'oal1ed l?~lin ·Iel!i:nds. 

21/10/l.850•· ... Brisk wind 1'1.E. course still s. w. Ship about . 6 knots an hour. All 
luggage on deck. Difference of time 1t hours. This evening we bUl."'ied 

,.\. 1anothar· woman. . · 
22/lO/:it850• •• .,Sharp wind N.E~ · vie·· have the trade winds since the 18th. 
23/10/1850 .... Ship running about .6 knots an hour. · . . 
24/10/1850 ••• ,.E1S,.E. wind; course still s.w. Ship going at same rate as yesterday. 

,. ·,:Oona1d haa the-·appearance of whooping cough. 
25/10/1a50, • .-0Wind·E. Ship going 5 knots all well. Seei:ng fl11llg fish every 

.. d~y this week •.. 
26/'f!,0/1850 •••.• Light· win,~ •• Ship on1y going ; . knots. Expecting to see Cape. Verde 

in the morning f;mo~1. 
27/l0/1850 •••• Wind E. Light'breez~. Course south. Being Sund&y, we had a short 

tisoourse afte.r reading the usual lessons. No land in sight. 
28/10/1850 •••• Light wind E. 
29/10/1850• ••• Wind shittix»:g. ·Two ships ahead steering sue course with us. This 

is warm climate. . 
30/:J.Q/1850 •• ; •• Wind ;I>r.w. very li'ght. Course s.w. Very warm. 230 miles from the 

1-ine. All blankets laid by, ·only sheets used. Seamen lie on the seats and 
. the f'loor •. · . 

31/10/1850 •••• No wind.; Veit:; hot, Also one month at sea. 
, .l/ll/lSSO,:•/· .Light wind'U.W. with some rain. 

2/11/"tJ?ljFJ •••• Almost -no wind and great falls of rain, everyone willing to catch 
a· bucketful for·• washing. , · 

3/ll/1850 •••• sunday. Light winds w. and a great shoal of' sharks around the ship 
one of whom the sailors catch after the $ermon. Two sails ahead going same 
eeurse with us .• 

4/11/1850. •··.Heavy rains. Wind very light, shifting very often. Not five minutes 
from one point. We filled every empty cask. Ship making little or no way. 

5/f1/1850••·•Fair and trarm, No wind till 4 o'clock, then rain and light wind 
.. f'rom s.w. · 

6/J.l/l8SO-. ... Vefy calm. ··Great falls· of rain. The mate killed a. dolphin by 
.·.· . . ngrains" '?12 ' lb. weight• 

1/11/1a50 •••• Light wind very,changeable. Near the line. 
B/11/1,850 •.••• saw two ·:Ships last night homeward bound. Wind s.E~ Ship off her 

course 5 points running 4~ : knots. . ... 
9/J.l/l850••·'•Light·wmd. v, Ship making--~ .knots. Sails in sight going the same 

iwav as we are but <5 points off her right course, Fair and very warm. All 
.. Jl.ie on a.eats, or floor all night~. · . · .. · 

10/11/1850-. •• Light wind··ahead.·Spoke to "Amelia1i of Glasgow, 21 days out. 
11/+1/1aso~ ••• Calm and .. ·Q.ry vincl changeable.~.·· . . .. ·. · 
12/ll/1?50-. .•• Brisk wind S.W. Sh.ip running 6 knots an hour. 
1;/11/1850 •••• crosaed the line at 12 o1olook last night. Ship. running 7 knots, 

Tl"' ... 2:dPOints off' course •. We ,·are in the trade winds. 
14/11/~~iO •••• Ship off course it points. Running 6 knots. 
15/11/1850 •••• Ship running course s and s.w. et knots. . . .. _ 
16/11/1850 .... E. ,,·wind. Ship ~rmm::t.ng ? knots and on the course. 8 degrees past line. 

· .,' :Sally sick, ·confined to bed, only today. )fq sail in sight. 
17/11/:LP/jO •••• Sm).day •. Fine. breeze E• wind. Had sermon on deck and prayer meeting 

· .. ·.. '-"- ni&ht. Cook .B·idale bawling and Chaplain praying. 
18/11/~!?50 •. • •.• continued fine, s't·rong E. wind. Ship on oourse. 19/11/iaso.- •• Wind strong but Ship ·bearing all sails moving in aver8'eof 200 

miles each 24 hours since crossing Equator 12th. . . .. .. . . . 
20/11A1a50. •••• Mrs.. Pearce 'and Russell · sidk of bowel complaint since 15th. Very 

light wind, still E. Ship go~ng only .2t knots. 
21/11/:t.~50 ... •:. i.1Light: E. wind.. ·Ship going '• kn.qt:.s; ... 8 poi11t13 off. course. 
22/ll/l850e ••• E. rather sharp wind. Going 5· kri.ots; saw steamer. 
23/11/1850 .... Light EL,. wind. Ship going o:hly ; knots an hour 
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24/ll/1850. ~.Sunday. Wind N.E. All studdin, sails set. Going 6 knots~ .s»oke to 
the "Federal0 of Liverpool, boun,d to Adela~de,- 43 'da7s out,· and we '2 da.7e 

· . . out. Yet 600 mil.es· from Cape of Good:Hope. . '; · . 
· 25/ll/1850 ••• still wind N .. Ship goirig 10' kta; to~e Royals hoisted.,·· 
26/11/1850 ... Li$ht lrind but :O,ea.vte:r sea. Si;ill M, 5 knots. . . . · .. · . . 
27/ll/1850 ••• Mostly calm; 2 ·knots. A child .di~d stt.4.dtnlt a.nd buried· at ·5. ~'c:\ook. 
28/11/1850 ••• Last night the ·~hip was ;n· full sail, but in the:.morm~ a~l: · .·.·· :: 

studding sails were taken down. Wind N. blowing fresh. At 81 blew MiFd..• All 
hande was c~lled to .: reef top sails,.befo:s;-e.she oould be eased:of~;.l'h~ was 
for·2 minutes ~ng with wat·e~· on deok Q~e .half between the·~~ and 

:the hatches under " Two sails are torn,. mi:iu~e~. and·matn .top·.·pllant ~tal •. 
After this squall and. settling draw six ~ils, the wind N.W. oontinU.e<l• Ship 

. ' going 10 knots till 7 o'clock; wind roU1).d w. and moder,ate till 10 o•clock, 
when it blew fresh s.w. a.hurricane. All s~ils were oleud up except ·.z und.er 

.. reef. Top wav.~~ c'1n.e ·.ill. sQ that we·· :fladto.cn.e the·hatehes witht&rl)AU1ins. 
some ·rise out ·or· bed, women. and children crying, men praying who .did: not. 
since. entering·the ship, John T9pe c~ng out: with all his might, "!lord, 
havemero7 on my poor.soul". It was my turn and Pearce to watch ti.111~, but 
we stayed up till near 3 o'clock whe;n the wind abated. Something brok~ the 
log line at l.a..m. . . •. · . · · · · 

29/ll/1850 ••• shl\r1;r"winds :·s. o·pposite the Cape a.bout 700 miles West. course due 
·East by South• · .. ·· · 

30/ll/l850auBl~wing hard E. wµid; ship.l.yinc to ·under close reet top-sails. 
Wind shifted back· t·o s.w. •but very strong. Course E. by s. Sea very rough •. 

2/12/1850 ••• Light wind right ~ead. Fresh breeze. Doyle in irons. ·•· . · .·,·. · 
3/12/1850 •• oLight wind s.· and ·~y ·E. Mrs. Pea.roe wh<> died last ·night 'bv!.ed at· 
'.! J..2 o tclock. Died 'of b~weI J.eom.plaUit·s~ . · · · . . 
4/12/1850 ••• Fin,e b:re~ae~. N. !fl:tld:,>an(t going 5 knots. All. studding sails out. 

<·Many whales ··seen •. v Course s.·E •. : . . 
5/12/1850. •.A light wind. Ship gc>lllg:,~;.~~Otf?l,. on colll'Se. Mrs. Boch· and an 'Irish 

' ·girl .delivered. of children~ . . ... . . ' 
6/12/1a;o ... Wind E. by N. Ship going .6 knots, 3 ·points .. ·otf course~· Most ·ot·'tl-f~ 

·, ... :passengers badly ot bowel complaint and a.ll the medeoine for" that comJ>l.aiftt · 
exhausted. 

7/l..2/1850 ••• Stiff·.wind N. by E. Going 8 lolots~ Child. died,.; another feq Pa.4 • 
. a/12/1850 •• .lligh win.cl M.W. Going 11 knots,. oourae E.bt S• We 'bu;i.ed a11ot~er · 

child died of whooping cough. '· : 
9/12/1850 ••• strong wind 's.v, going ll knoti:t, course ~. by s.. . . : .. . . 

10/12/1850 ••• Very strong win<! · W • Gc>ing ll }1tnot .. s. a·oUrse· E .s .E. rough· ·sea.· · 
11/12/1850 ••• Ve-:ry stro~. b'l.l.t f~~l' wind. GoingJ.lt knots. ,~op. waves .':coming in n~ 

· and tn·en·o l)!Iany ·in bed. · · . · · · · . . . · · · · · · · 
12/12/la50., .. Wiri.d. 'lrT,;S.W •. Going 6 knots. Course E.s.E .• ~s•. Granfel and others 

··'very ill''.bf bowel com.pl.a.int •. catch 3 birds qa.Ued Albat:rcss, 10 ft ·from. tip 
to tip~ .: · . ·· . .. ~ · . · . ·.·. · . · · · 

1:;/12/1850 ••• Very calm. ·ship ·making no way-. ~. Grantel badly. · . , 
14/12/1~501) ••. N. win<lo Ship goin~ 6 knots ha~ all: stp.dding sa~~s .. ()llt •.. ·... .. . ...... · , 
15/12/1a;o ••• l\lrs •. Lax died. Left husband and 6 children. :Stt.rl.ed 5 .o'clock, wtth . 

anchor 4 cwt. 90 lb fixed .to'. her coffin~ ·Calm till ·12 o. 'cloCk, then.· M •. wind. 
cont~nu~d ail ;-.tghiq . going 10 kliots. · . . · · · · · · · 

16/12/1850 ••• :cy-. wiµd; going.: 10 knots; course· Jl.' by ,S~ 
17/12/1850 .... N. W o win<l ~ · Ship going 4 knots_.. Two · sh:Lps in sight rtmni.ng.· same 

oourseo Ship roll.ing. greatly. . '·· . . ;~ . : ·.. .· ... ·. 
1a/12/1s50\t· •• Ligh1; breeze N. till ·3_.o•olock, Sudden change to s. with appearance 

ot' :rain°.: 'Mr. Gra.nf·el :.died be.ing 1µ: of boy,1 oQmplaint and 'stoppage of wateit. 
·.Doetor ·gave him a ·a..ose of 'L.a:udenum ;(rom which he· never, spoke after. 

19/12/1850. ,-11Wil1.d ahead •. ~r. G~~:nfel J.?ui'ied. Fog§ and rain. · :.·· .. · ... · .... · ... · < . 

20/12/1850 H·• Wind s. w. Going ll knots. Cold: we~ther.; i11omen and Children creeping 
.. to.: their beds. Rough sea.. . . ... . . 

21/12/1850., •• Wind N.w. Going 7 knots; oourse .. E. by. s. Day. seventeen hours. Girl 
and. woman in hospital. ·.· .. . ... .·. .·. . .. , .. . .. · . . ,. · .. 

22/~?./l.e50 ... Sunday., Service on deck. Wind· M. Fine bre~~e. C~~~ing all 
studdin.g sails·. Course .. ·S .• Et. . · .. · . . ·· · · · : .. . ·: · ·.· 

23/12/185\'.f~ •• Stxong wind, mostly E. 1ot knots; oourse.E.S-•l!J .• Filli,ng es.ska with 
salt wate.r for ballast. Fore royal·: t·orn ·.and a bolt brok$n. 

24/12/18500 .. strong wind M.E. 10 knots~.'..·.o&vse E.s.E. · · 
25/12/1a50 ••• 0hristma.s Day •. Very stro~~roug}l sea. N.W. wind., 10 knots. 

Oo.urt=Je E. by s. 150 miles in 13. ho~s~ · ·· ·· · 
26/12/1a50 ••• N,/f wind, :J,ight ;breeze~ .>8<.·!Ui.ot·s~·ocourse' E. b7 s. 



Some Notes on .the. Shaw. Diar;z ••••• _ ••••••••.••••••• , ••••• •:.•., ••• bJ: J: •.. T. Maddern.' 
in'.· thtf :archives of .the Adelaide Public Library, there is a record .of · · 

the··. a~i'V'al .. :of .t}lis ship, the nJi.~qendant.~·- with, a co~ple~e· pa~se~~er· .. list, .. and· 
other· information of interest; •. -1 Th.e .list .. ofJ· the new arrivals in th~ Colottl. pt 
South Australia. was publiahed,).n :the.~ Adelaide·: :newspap'Cr• It· g~~,.s. the' ro].~~~,t~ 
details: . . . . . : · :. . · · · .· · · · ' ,. · · . · 
Arr:tved 15th·:0Januarjr, the "Ascendant", 562. ~ons-1. <?apt·dn Spehoe~, from t~11~on, 
and Plymouth. (Then follows the l.i~f~ of those on ·boa:rd, divided ·into two group·s, - 
the passengers, who paid for.their passage, and the emigrants) 

. ·. . -,~_;;Areh;ibald· Shaw, son of Neil Shaw,. was born in 1795 at nThe ·.L·eob", near 
Buneaeon Mull. On the 27th. August 1828, he married Ann Mo.D~nald, (born 1803 ~t 
Bunes,~.on~.,da.ughter of' Coll M0Do11ald. A;rohtba.ld Shaw aied. 'at· "OtterbtlrJl", North 
Ha~_~lw~P.<l, Victoria, 7/6/1889,: ~aged 94: years. Hisf llife, Ann Shaw, died at 

"Otterburn", North Hazelwood, 17/4/1882. Their children were_:. . . 
l. Sally (Marion},· born.5- .: 183.0,+ di·ecil904, buried in Hazelwood Cemet·ery.: 
2. Don.a~d •.• ~~-;. _u :· ~ .• •• hor-n 2 .···· · .. /lJ3'{>'2." d~ed, l9ll, buried in Hazeltfood·· Cemet~ry. 
3 •. ·Net1.-~:~·~\ •• \ •••.• l)o;rn -. l/6/1.835,-1die.dJ•854, buried at ovens Diggings. . · 
4.··co1. l-•.· ~ •• :· ••• : ••• ~born . 4/1/.1839,died .. l_•· ... 922······ '.; .. bur. i.·.ed at Sou···-.·th.·er. n Cross, W.A. . 
5. John •••••••••••• born 3/:U/1843,died 1919, buried at Bunbu.ry, W.A. . . 
6 .• Jessie {Janet) •• born 2/9/1845,died, 1937, buriei in Hazelwood Cemetery. 

Don.~ld Shaw, 1832-1911, son of Archibald Shaw, was 18 years old, when' 
tl}~ fa~a,_y. emigrated ;tO:)South Australia in· 1850-1851 on board the. "Asoendent'* • ]?q~ald Sbawwas:one·of th''early selectors in ,the Mo~ell area, was elected to 
the first Morwell Sh:tre'':COU:ncil, and became its :.:fir.st President, 1892. 

The family is. related to the ·Madquar~~ ·ramily of .Mull, o.f' whom the 
mos~ .-f~W?· member was Governor Lachlan 'Maoqua.:de, Governor of N:ew South Wales, 
(that is, Australia.) 1809-1821. , ' : .· · :' · ·, ' · 

Aeknowi;eas;eMnt. , :t.r: :\- 

..... :• ':J.'his :per.9rd of .. the Journal ot.Archibald Shaw was taken f~om. a oopy made 
by M'r~;~Rachel $}law (Mrs.M •. c.A.Shaw) in 1941, .and ·held, by Mrs. L.M.shaw of . 
77 Hoj-1~:_., street, Morwell, 3840. 

.;:• . 

' :Paa;e ••• 1~... Chapter. 3 .~ oo~tinued}. 
TH ·llHistorioal · so6J:etJ;·'1iews •. vo1\Jme. 4 .{1962) •.... ·. ·· 



l The most important passenger on board this ship was George Fife Angas, 
sometimes called the Father at South Australia. As Director of .the.South 
Australian Company, he was the. man mainly responsible for 'the dispatoh of the 
first group of settlers to South Australia in .i836. The South AU.Str.,lian 
Company, w'hieh·had· obtained a; lal!'ge.grant· ot· land, was tryinc·to develop the 
new .colony under the: :Wakefield. Scheme, •n inge.nious 'plan suggested by Edward 
Gibbon Wakefield, byf which land~ was sold·, not eheap!J' but at a sufficiently 
bigh price, to financ'e·. a oonetant · stream of immi#&nts into .the . colony. These 
immigrants,. chosen :agrioultural workers aJid ·tra.desmen, would eventually be 
able to:.buy land., and· so· the: procesei: ot ·development· ,and expansion· w:puld go 
on in an ordered way. . . .,>. . .. · . . . . . . . ·· 

The emigrants' .from England, Seotlan~l and Ireland en board the ~·Ascendant" 
were W~ef'ield Scheme emigrants. ·A few of·· these · emigrants oontZ.ibuted ~omething 
towards· the oost .. of··their:.:passage, and·no doubt .received some .cons:·J.'deration 
in return, - perhaps slightly better quarters. on the ship. Arohibald Shaw 

;· pai,d :'g.15. ' :' '.. ' ' , ' ' ' ' , ' 
.~Geo!fge·Fife ·Angas, 1789-18791· ]iad. sent ·his 'eldest son Jo~ Rows.rd 

. · ·Angas, 1(323-1894, to south Australia in 1843 to manage the Coml)S.ny's affairs 
out here, and then eJligrated himself in ~850•51 at the ·age of 61·.,~s. Ire 
wa.. s a memb.er of the South Australian Parliament l85l~l866, ·and. ·,died ·.a.-t 
Ange.st.on, .South Australia,· a tawnship named aft.er .him,. in 1879, .at .the age 
of. 90 years• In 1838, he had assisted 620 _Lutherans from GeDlta.ny and. suffering 
religious persecution in their own· country, to .. · emi.grate to Jfotith AUstral:la. 
Augustus Kav.el was· t~e leader of. this group, which came out in thre·e ships 
chartered by . .Angas, and largely financed by him. Angus was a Quaker •. · 

2 The fact that· this was a sooth Australian Company s~ip or a Wakef~eld 
Scheme ship, explains the visit to the "Co~ssioner'~ Agent" (14/9/1650) - 
the. ,a.gent of the south Australian Company Commissioner •. 

3 •• ~ ••• ·~·~Most · of the entries in the d.ia.ry deal simply with . the progr·ess of the 
vessel ..... the direction.and force.of.the wind, speed of·the vessel and course. 

· ···· Thia is ·:relatively uninteresting to us now, alth~ugh .. anyone interested in 
navigation could p;J.ot. p~etty .aceur.ately th~ oomplet-e · course taken. 

4 •• • • •• • .lt seems .thai{ :tP.e V~lss.el .did il,ot· cia]J;~·:;t-n at:·.e:tJ:7 place ·'f~olit· the ac~~I·.:. 
commencement Of the voyage from Plymouth ()/10/1850) t.111 ·the· arrival in 
Adelaide (15/1/1a51J ;· The: last lQl'l&na.rk. ot Engl.end .. sighted was the Lisa.rd, . 
Light. The l3ayof Bisoa.y ia, 1ltentioned but there ie,no· comment.about any land: 
that may have. been sighted; in ·that ar.,a.. Ma.deus. was sighted 11/10/1850 · and .. 
t~e ·canary Isl~llds, thl;tee ,days ,later, .. 20/10/1s50 •. Shaw expeated to see Cape/. 
V~rde,. the most .. westerly: point of .. Africa, 27/10/1050, but does no"t· s8rl' if he 
did so. The ship ·crossed the Equator, 12/11/1850 and by the last week of 
November,. wa;s .in the vicinit:r .of.the. .: Cape· of,,G~(l.~·.~9~1· .. ~~t.;.;·Ji~~·~n.,. there ... is. · 
no indieatioli of land· beinef si(Shtea· •. Neither is :the ·Australian coast line 

-; ment·;l~:>ned:. ·. · , · · · . 
Pr.esumably, this non-stop type. of voyage was th'e ilsual thing. Such a 

. procedure must have meant oarrying c'onsiderable. suppl~es, ·~i).d no ~ou'bt •. the~e 
mus1b·h.ave .been shortages .sometiiUEHs• For example, .. a. c!9mm~J>.t····is.made, 6/l2/185P, 
that all the medicine for the prev~ili?ig illness (n·'i:)owel'." O()iA:Pld.nt") had been 
exhausted. Fresh water casks wer' ·replenished by hea\ry rain·~ 

5 There were times of ca~ antst~., one. ;0f. .:th-e:,·sdto~~~:·::'being ~eve;r:e". 
enough to warrant fears fo~ the i:af.e~I' ·.ot the .ship ·and the people on board. 
Speed was dmrn: to nil ( 14/10/1850 ~"The ship. did. not' make .. her.· lengtht1) and 
up to 12 Jmo~.s.. :~The whole jouri.ey from l?lymouth:··:\o·, lid.elaide .. took 104 days, 
'Wh.iq)l .~eqaan average of.trom.5·-ho.6>knots. The:fam~ly took steam ships from 
Mull to Glasgow and from Edinburgh to London, and two steamers towed the 
vessel from Deptford to Gravesend. 

• .. - Ch.···· amt&~ .. ~ .. · l oontitiueA: ..... -. ,-_---· . .::; ~ .. _ .. _. ,.( . ..- ... · ~L 
nJe Mo:rwell Historical Socjet1 le;t1·1· :tolum1 4(1965), 

The passeng:ertJ were: George F~e A.ngas and Mrs. A,nsas; Messrs~· Wm. 
Anga.s, Henry Brazil, Edward Ridpath, and Coode, Mr. Fox .arid six children·, Mr. Kay, Ml! •. Q~on (Religious Instructor), and Mr. Rock (Surgeon-$upetrintendent). 

There were 254 emigra.nt.s including the. eight. mem'b.e.rs of 'the. S~w : 
family. 

Births during the voyagfJ were! Mrs. Lampria - a girl; MX,ts. ~:µ11 - a boy; 
Mrs. J •. Broom - a boy; and Mrs. Cole -·a boy. . ... · , . 

Deaths during the voyage were:. Mrs. Fox (cabin. passene;er);.Willia.m 
R. • .... 'Ml!/ .. ·.···. Bligh. t(6.··. monthS .... ·); Bri.dge.t Barry (16.•• r. ears····);.· S .. •· .. •. P.• rou.···t· ... (.·.?4);. El. leu .. La. n .... e .. (·. '" Mrs. Pearce (54); Thomas Bastian ( 6 months); :wr, Leonard (2); W1lliam Grenfell 
{57); A.M.Broom. (1 month);. Jane Cullen (8); A. Lampria (13); A~ Bowerillg· (13). 



The·first selector .at Budgeree, ~~.~~e.s sqµ:tb.of···Mo!'trell, was Captain 
Herbert ··William Glendining :Payne, n..1~. ~he S~l),· of .. Captain Willi.am Payne R.N. and 
firs. J?ayne {f orm.erly Cecilia Dorothea Gle,ndirlfng, . a. niece of Sir Charles Rotha.m) • 

=em -·-•-:M.''_ ·_._y - ·-,~ 

The Shaw family of Norwell and the f1ta,.9q~~1~:~·:t~~l ~oi?il< c~~e from the Island .·of - Mull.~•· Scotland• 4£ nephew,,··o:fr the· Gav~~n9,~, .Murdoch t~cquarie, :emigrated 
to Aµst;i:aalia .. ·and. lived. with the ·S~aiv- faJ1i.tY .8;~.· ~P.eir,. fa:t'fA,> 1.'Qtterbµ.rn", ... Hazelwood. 
~e,. <ii~d in· 1904.,. arid lies buried >~ll, th;e .... ~~~~~w.p~(i ~;emet.enr .. ,in .. $b.~ Shaw ·fallily 
n'vaµlt '' •>The. inscription on· his . tombstone: t!Jtates •.. • si!lli)li; . · · · : . 

"Murdoch .. M.cQuarrie I died·· 2atr/1904 ~ aged 84 years u'. 

or Victoria ·l 

Gov:ernor King's eldest .son,· . Phi~ii~ l?arke~. Ki~ became· the .first '•··: 
Aust:ral:i.a:n to rea9h the rank of Admiral in the British Mavy •.... He had•· sev~n> ~q~ , 
fo'U:r of .. ythom~ a~,< one ~µte o~ another, were,..squatters in 'Gippslan¢. They lrer~:' 
Johll ~ing' .w~·11~am .Et3si~on Ki,:n.g, .· .. 9barle,>.1';i:n.g, >and Arthur ... septimtts King~ $h~ 
firs't two, · .. John an,~:w1111am ~ss.:tngton .X.ill«<·were early members of. the·.•Ros~.~le 
Shire Council'•· There are stil.l des.cendents···Of Governor K:ing living in Gippsland. 

Governor ot .Ne't¥ Sout. · Jia1es 

Governor of 

Page 11,• .. •.l!J...:.. · · · · :ued 
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6 •••••••• A little investigation 8.f!d tb.ouglJ.t. shows .. t.hat the apparent obscurity of 
some of :t]:+e eJtt~es.is due to.·the •. dift*culty of ·decipheriµg ... some .of the writing 
i:tl the di~,. p~ticula~iy-.the ~es·.··· laces, persons and. t~ings. The sense 
of the context wil.l fl?equently enable transcriber to guess a doubtful 
word, but there is no such help when it.is a quastionofnames. Perhaps 
Arohib~ld Shaw mis-spelt some of the nam.e,s, spelling tb.~m as h~t heard them, 
and not having any printed reference. It.would.be quite·easyfor anyone not 
ao0:ustonied t9. the name to hear uGrenfell'' for example., a.s 0Grantel0• Ind.eed 
·"Gren.fell". itself is probably a corruption of .. 0Grenvil.le". Even the rep~rter 
for. the 4.delaide newspaper transcribed some nam.es !'+'()l}(i'ly, writ*• usa.d.grove" 
for· "Ludgrove''. tr!orrections should be made in the following entries: 
19/ 9/1850 ••• In all tht?l r~Qords of the.time, the spelling of the ship's name 

is given astt.A.scendan~tt, where today we seem.to p~ef'er "Ascell;dent11• 

Perhaps .. '.the plll"ase division. has '!?~~~.· wrqngly. transc.r.J..bed·· here 
and the entJtymight be the first ·flush of light we weighed anchor and 
put to sea~ 

12/10/1850 ••• Obviously 0:Bordon means nB()l;'~~~µxn. 
13/10/1850.. •• have used ''Exodusn her~ ~stead of 11Stodusn which appea,red in 

.: . the copy we used. The text for the ····.· .•....... 111a,.s Ejto~us,pb,1J;pte:r 33, Verse 15, 

., -. :which is, "And· he ··(Moses}·· said unto ~lm (9,a) , .' :tf ~bu presence go not 
: .. ·., :llith. me.1 .: carrr. us nat .. uphence'n···.·~~~er.te~ .•.... frQip. .. the book. of .. ·Exodus·. (the 
· . goitlB~out) seems···· parti·culal:'l1 apt !~~ ~. ~~g;ra,.ti1?i ~~()µp. No doubt 

·Archtbald Shawknew·hisGa.elic Bible well,and oo~g q?()tesµch verses. 
17/10/1a50 ••• Not even.the most detaile~at~s.~~ve~.~~ysµ(lhplace as 

"Sa.nspa.tta 11 
• Could he h~ve .. mis-hearc;t· ''~.~~ •.. · Stjb~~ti~?11. 

6/il/1850 ••• How did the mate 'kill a do~~~~! '~By-< • /> ' ~~2 lbs-weight" 
does• not· .. · .. e sense. Presumably.·· ·the '1zta.,nst#riber cqt\].d n()t deQipher the 

· 100 . f:i~e ~ the weight given. · ... =, ······ · .. .:". • · · · 

i7/ll/1850 ••• The entry'· ''Cook Bid.ale l3a¥~ .. ~q. C~~ltt~il'l ;p~~Y:l.'1gn .:probably 
~oe~ not. ·mean that ··the cook· was ·in .. ~~ar.s.~··.·· ·e pr-s•eng'"{tist· .. ·.·•··shQ'\fS·.·men by 
the na,111e.of Co.ck, .: Biddle. and·. Bower~.nl?;.-.~~~h.8:P.$ .. ~hese ~ee,: or .. men ... with 

. similar names• assisted the Chaplain: i~. +~r-~~n,~ 
5/1.2/1a50. •• •''Mrs.Boch and an Irish girl .deliv'r~;d 

1$.stJ:tbove .. shows that ·the names··· of theere .. two·w.oien .. ".""'""·""'····" ....... 
Mrs iroom. 

50 ••.• "fll.'s .• Lax .died?'. This.should b,e ''M~~· ~Olf die~'··· 
50 ••.• The.shipping ... J.ist· gives ''Gr~¢'~P·'' for .... nQranfeln. 

7 •••••••• The number of elttigrants given. in ~h.= e~t~ :t~:t' :1-9/Q/1850 refers ow.Y~to 
those boarding··••·the . ship. at ·. Plymout}l,. · The$e .en4e,'l;'.*ants would. 't)e mainly.··· f1i0m 
C(?~lTall· and !rel.and. ··Th~ al1,8:lys:ls. <~~~f?.e ~t:tJ.+ .Q.Q~Pl!rD.etJ,t. Q:f emigrants. is 89 men (38 married and51 single); 77 women (~8 married and 39 single); 
81 children -µnder 14 years {40 boys axig 41 girls . .); and infants, givi?Jg a 
t9ta1· of ··254 persons. 



The des-.t~c,tiop.. ;r'.e.c~ntly .{i9oa} by tire .of the Old ·Bridge Inn, RQsedale, 
removes ~m~"'of the ol,~•st ·.la-rts of o~ town. It··'was -originallJ' a travellers• 

::,.:-:rest-ho~t1, k:ept l;ly J~~s lli,(t.dowson~ ,more familiarly known as .. "Old· Jimu -. In. the 
early fifties,_· it went ~t})r()ugh various a:lterations .and. enlargements U»til it· 
blossomed forth. .~s ·:a liqen'1fed· l\j.ote.1 •. u.old Jim0 was known fax- and wide in Gipps 
land.by all.whose busin~s~ii··caU,Eied tha to .. travel down the south bank_ ot the 
Gl~ Ri~er ·{th_e earq n~e; t_or the L~trobe River) a:nd he was not Unknown 
to ·.JJOme who ·ha;Ued'trom•the _southern.·· si,.de ot .. Bass· Strait. Aftiway, when he sett.led 
down Oll the south ba,nk _()t. :Bl"nd Joe1s ... Cre-=t· he becae a public boon,· and used 

·.to have the ·o:Ld hut_ fil;ed ntb. w~yfar~s.. . . 
; .... ·l'~e accommodation was ~erta~,;pr~tive; with wattle and daub walls, 

euth-floor, bark·roof,_and ~ll, sq~' l9opholes'inthe_walls __ with wooden __ ·_ 
shutters ·se.rved as· winq.owq. A: b~. t~place~ . ri'.th an en'OI'llfts ·lag ~t the back . 
kept the:(oompafl1' warm, on. oold. nights. A l;>ig bil~. of milklesa .tea and an 
occasional bottle of rim (c.osting 10/- a 'Pottle) served to assis·t to while the 
evening away until. it_ w~s._ time.to .tum .. j.n. 

· ·. . - ·Many· yarns w.ere pitohed._.ab()µf_the ancient prowess of· explorers' catt.le 
dutf.~rs,' brand ... f'ak~~s •. and othe~:::top~0,s·.9f.·.local.·.mt·erest. ·At _times, a. ~.e~s;··· 
pa.~ of ~ard.s waaj~rQduc,d, ~.:nd·.~es5,(ft;.~'411 fours·0.·; and "Beggar Yo~".Naigil~our" 
ensued,. while a ·sl'lls4 lamp :t;'lic~erJ~d ~W~J C>:n the ::~able, ·.c:astlitf eerie shado~s 

.ar.aund. ,Then to bed, which sim~ly meant plS(?~~·Yollr saddl~ fo~.a .. p$uow on.tile 
home-~de bedst.eadt. :consisting. :of -;forke¢f. sticks. 'flied _in .,,1>,e f:J.p9:.;,. :@J&PJ.ings ·aid 
from, onf!f, to a.nother1. and some :good· ·sheets :of ·bark :for the t'op. 'qµp.~ ~dinar¥ 
Jl,~OUJ1lste.n~es, .there was room for six cl'leepera, each. rol:J.ed .up: in: his. ow.n· planket 
·c;r pg~s'4lfl ;p:ug,, .and· ea.oh :with his saddle· pillow. llhen an odd •:n. ~~d· up,.. it·· 
m~~;nt:·a"·pt?Wl i,f Ja' clambered up on to the bed, so the ~ewcoitle~ ren.erallY ~de 
his, doss. with oJ,.d ·Jim. in front of the fireplace. . . . . . . .• . ·. . .· 

· · _.. The mailman also camped at Jim's hosteir, on his "ay to abd from Port 
Albert· ~n..4 Mqe, .: as . the .change horses were· kept Ui .. 9ld JiltJ. 's paddock lfhiQh ran 
a.long the scrub. · . . · . .. ;. . . · · ·., · ·· : -, . 

•. . ·•The .. niails in those days arrived . ~e.tkly ~ an(i ifrSl!'~ e.()nVeyeC:t .b,Y bf<> riders. 
Mat. th.e mai.lman -brought Her Majesty'~ ··mails :from l)a.ndenC>rig· io. Moe, wh~it.e he. met 
J er.rs the .. maillnarn ,who .• had conveyed them.' from Port . A1bert ,. via Sale and Rosedale. 
At ·. Co~ssio~er Bob}:s. host'elry at Mde they ·stayed ·the niliitt, and nan mo~:t 
Mat returned to Dandeno:ng with the Gip:psland,ers' corr~spondence O()nve~tll,.l: 
carried i_n a, valise on the: front of the saddle• ·Jerry had the Melbourne mail for 
Gippsland i;n anoth.er valis-e. -on his saddle ·en rou~e · :f)>r· Port Albert •. · 

Occasional newspapers filtered thro't;tgb into G~ppaland by these means, 
but i~lustrated newspapers searoely ever gotto the.eastern side of Dande1.1onff• . 

... · Travellers :J;hrough to Gippsland used to.travel und..er tite convo7 of the 
ma.i~, for which convenience a note was the usual·. solati'U?l, added to ~t course 
111.~~~.:a.t .~h-~. few pubs en route, at all ot wh~oh the )?rice was. .. a shilling. 
Thea.a. w.~jTfax-~s a.11 ... added to Old Jimmy vliddmr~on's. profits, until in course of . 
time, h•:·.tooJ.t. to wife. a ::buxom dame 'who ;speediq brooght ,about cerlain ,r.evolµ.tion 
ary ch~e~ · ir,i ;the menage of ·the. househ~ld.. Bedstea(1s were constrtl;oted .. of .sawn 
timb~;- ~ · q.u;te _·a l~.:.iti·' ·thos.e-· tlmes, Sa·s ·it was too . ex:peru:J.ive to. impo~ from 
Tasm&.ni,a, wh~re a.ll· other· neoeas.ities of life Qartle ··from it,). those days. Sheets 
were eve:n. no:t :· uliknow:n.J and 'btl.sh hay. mad$· more cosy beds than t~e old. sheet of 
bark did •. Th~ sif,atus of. the, old place rose. Additions.· were .. bu.i,lt,. a .. butcher•a. 
shop was' ~st,ab,li.sbed,,;. and ···general·., pros'perity not·· ··onli_ di~tend.;e4 the p~ckets of 
OlQ.. .J~,- b'Q.t those· of-:h:ts- wife also.;-· · ··· ·.. ·. · . · : · ·. . · 

: · ;tn those days, · the. traveller:. wa~ · guided in~o Rosedal,.~ af~er dark '.by the 
candl• wbich always ·glimmered ·in the windOw of Tom T~'.bs .' hoqse wl).iqh. -i~i, ~las, · · 
no ~or.e. Old Mr •. Ti®bs·. µsed to keep .,the 'light twinkling in the window fDUn~: for 
the bene;fit of. tli~ be?lighted waytall'er,unt:i.1 ·a reasonablf ~je hour in th.a •veni~. 
The crosf.ting, .Qf Blind Jo.e's . Creek., coming from the west into Rosedal,e ~s · towar.as 
the lower part of the creek ere it diverged into the !llQr~ss, and· tl'le wa-t,er at 
this pla~e, was_ partiolillarly dark·t·madem~re ·so by. t}l~ high'.wal.1 of ... :.ti-~~ee $Crub 
on each side, so that.• .to .a stranger·;· the_.crosstng 1ook$d rather dismal~ .. On o~e· .. 
ooe.as~on, a. GovertUllent Stirveyori who was new to the, 4j.str:lot tµid travelling . : . 
alon~_on-.his way to Sale, cam.e-·to -the :e~e;ek at dusk, and .apparently doubt:ing ,the 
depth qt the_.water, divested himself'' of his ·boots,. ~oolcs. and .... pant~Lil'l. case of a 
swiJA,· a:t)d sat· perched on his 11orse like an ·old hi.eJAndma..n. T~.;}fOrt$e 'Waded 
thr~ }l~V,ti.o~ly, the:tr&te;t :b;ein« UJ>' to ,~ts· usUai' h'ig}l.t1; ·aboU,t half-Way UP: to 



the horse's knees. Just as the disg(lst~d surveyor h~d got' over he was met 'by a 
Rosedaleite w~p,. ~fii~.r 9P.e.glilUJe, wP,ipp~d·hai.s horse .round and galloped. into the 
township,. ·a.nll.Otuf1C~~!t t~e adv~nt of a. ~~~:~c fromYarra Bend just behind bim. 
The surveyo~ w~s·glad to get on hisr way ·;}'lext ·moJm_ing to Sale. . . 

, .. >" . . .l;n ~~~$ .~s .. n0tt1 the· business,loca1ity ·~r ·Prince· Street, were the a.bodes 
~~ s~ -o ~~e .SJ1~~' ~nd .. Old .Joe ·.Treader. Sam~as. of. a ... reticent nature and was ·looked 
"UrPo~a~ ~c·bit.of .. a mystery. Joe .T.reader and his wife were not unfamiliar with 
mat.~q~l ·strife,. and Mrs~ Joe's yells were a source of nocturnal disquiet. 

• • <: ••.. · ... Tlle south•west corner of the cemetery is now the resting. place of these 
o1d,n .. da,y folk, who were usually buried in an unorthodox style, '3ince parsons 
w~a;'e, s(.larc,e in those days, ·.and the Rev. WilioUghby Bean, who was the ghostly 
:q~orter and adviser .of Central Gippsland, w·as hard to find at home. Four pan.els 
o~:Pos't.an;d~a.il fence a.round.the grave finished·off the burial ceremony, a.a the 
cemetery was open bush. Yet even then, there were persons like John Gilpin's 
wife "of frugal mind0, for on the·occasion of.the burial 9f an old gentleman 
who.,e boast was that he had been the Governor's .<lo~chma.:D. }jef'or~ he. "lit0 in 
Vi~oria, his two <sons were discussing the spot· of tls grave, when Peter said, 
''We'll pUt him IZ,l.long o' Old Sam, then two ends and a side will fence him in". 
N ezj; to .. Old Sam, Dad lies to this day. 

In the come~ of the paddock ;just.opposite to the present smithy, the 
late Mr. ~eorge Rintoull had the first blacksmith's shop in Rosedale, and in. the 
old houee next to it, many of his family were born, ere he purchased the site 

. u;ponwbich he built the o.omforta.ble dwelling he passed his latter days in. His 
adven,.t was a novelty for Gippsland horses, lrho rarely had a set of shoes on their 
feet. The writer, who was O!l his way to .Port Albert at the time, ·stayed at the 
new forge to get ... a pair pf fore-shoes on the filly ·he <Was ·riding, and when ·he 
·pa.id five shilli.ngs tor them; Y!r. Rintoull told him it was the first money he had 
handled. since he ~a,d s~arted. in business. The g.ood .old dog "Trust" was much alive 
in Gippsland. at . t~a.t time. Later <<;'Jn·,. an inn .~n Stratford had a sign of a doe; 
ext·ended full•l.engi~, and unde:r:neath, the .legend, nold ·Trust is deaan·-.:·:In ~h.ose 
early days, there was a beautiful simplicity in business matters, and. the·:ttiriff 
was not hard to remember. . · . · · ... 

Mr. 'J'ohn· Rawley's father had a property adjoining the Wid,dowsona 1 and; 
further down t1as Mr. James Rintoull1s. For the convenience of travellers, and i 

others, Mr. Ro\fley~epta stock of sundries which came in very useful at times. 
Tobacco ;·(Barrett 1s Tw.ist) was ten ~hillings ·a. pound; tea was 5/-;. sugar 1/.;.·; 
B~~oher boots 'Vlere .q. a pair,. and ,a bJ,:u.e shirt was also a note. Flour .was six 
peno~···· .. a pound -. Rum. was the universal di-~ .an~ bad to be· imported from either 
Floodtng.·Creek (n~w Sale). or the Old P9rt (Port Albert) and was 10/- a bottle, 
and 1'78.S 'ganera:lly boqg):}.t by the couple SO as to avoid breaking the note, . 

When1 some time afterwards,· Mr. Henry Luke opened a proper store in 
Rosedale, bushmen from as. far .as Moe .and·· Sorubby Forest journeyed to Rosedale 
to see the reality, and found like the Queen of Sheba, when she went to visit 
King Solomon, that the half ·of the wonders. ha.d not ·.been told. 

In the old days the. gard~ns ... of Rosedale, though· few in· number, were 
very J?~olific of peache·s. Indeed, to such. an extent . did this luscious fruit abound, 
that. buokets full of them were c.arried daily to feed the pigs. A rather fUllllY . 
incident. Occurred ·crver this.· diet. An old.resident had a splendidly grown· .. pig ·: 
whieh ·11e·· took much interest in and fed well on peaches. One· morning, going as . 
usual to .reed his pet, he ~ound .the a.nimll.l woefully defioient ... in .. size, and how•· 
it oame down was a marvel to.him. On the same morning, another.old identity was 
muoh cheered when, 'on going· to feed his pig, he found that an abnormal growth 
had taken place during the tim~ .since he had g.iven piggy his supper the ntght 
before -. Number oneoliner. meditated ab9ut .going to the Creek (Sale}· for the .. · 
Sergeant, who at that time'was the' embodiment qt the la;w .under Mr. Commissioner 
Tyers, but number two owner was .quite .. .satisfie·d with things as they were. Before 
going . to inte:vie't'T the SG~g!1£t.Ut ~.· num};Jer };):Q.e. had a look ·.round the top end Of the 
town and :discove:r;ed ~is ;PropertY' .in number two's .. s:t-,-. A royal row ensued and· it 
was .only ·01i the ·admiss.i.qn ot ·a well~know.ri, .. w-ag fl.A.nd the •soQthing: influence. of: a · ~· . 

. bottle" ot rum th.at'• peace· W8.,Ef re'.~tored,. T}j,e )lag and. a. ·.fr±end. had· :effected an . 
exchange during the· · previoU;s ni,ght •. · . . .. · . · 

In tho~e times, there wwre .twq great s,tock;~ealersr .iu .. these parts. 
One lttas wel·l•kllawn ·as· ·Bill¥ ?110!.>ria·,. ·.a:q.4· i?he other-.w~ Mr •. Wi~:U.• We_tt. ·. . ..···.· .: . · • 
Billy Morris h:ad a,: house. ·situated in .. W;ita·f i.s now the. stable yard·Of ~he Rosedale . 
Hotel, It:: was: a/ 'fafr~sizea;, comtoz.ia.ble .. '.(;l:W:elling •.. [t was purchased· and. demolished 
by .Mr. ca.nsick when he buil~ tl)_e ·hotel.· The .hot.el was said to have: sold. a pint· 
of. beer ·for.· every'·brick··laid 'in the bu.ildiug •.. ·0u:r. present old·.a;nd worthy .. t·owns 
man, Mr. William. Allen,···. ~eJl19liah~<:i Bil~y'~ .hg;U.s~~ .. in the: co'Ul?S~ of· the ma.rob ot 
improvement"S then taldng place in Rosedale, but ·many social evenings had been 
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spent in it. As Mr. Morris dealt in cattle, so did Mr. ttfatt in horses. Re was 
reckoned t;he best judge of a horse tor maDJ' miles around and he always ha.d a 
good mount to lend to a friend. On the day he abjured baohelorhpQd and became a 
ben~dict, his bride~ one of the prettiest ·of Rosedale girls, rode·his pet mount 
'.':Blackie", the like of which for beauty and spirit is not to be found in present 
day horse-fJ .. esh, 

Of other celebrities of those days who have now, alas, passed away, may 
be me11tio11ed. Charlie Walker, who had a dairy just about where the old Port Road 
tut'ned from the cemetery; Maloney, who lived just opposite the present school; 
old Bill C1"\e:i.ghtor1, who, when not bullock-driving, had the mild contour of a 
bishop; and o.ld Bill Munday, who was a retainer of the late FAr. Rowley. On one 
testi""te occasion and after dancing, Bill sat down :in a round, iron pot in which 
some: beef tras boiling, not a comfortable settee at all for poor old Bill. Yes, 
they had th.ei.r fun in those da.ys too - a bit uproarious at times, but s>till in 
hearty· good·-will and joviality. . 

Talking of beef naturally reminds me of the butcher of those days, still 
alive and still in Gippsland. John McMahon walJ. the purveyor of beef., :M:utton was 
not known in the land and very little fresh beef' found its way to the table -. As 
soon as the bullock was out up, it went into the tub. Our old friend John had 
three tubs itr'co which he sorted his meat. Customers who paid cash were supplied 
out of Tub Number One; customers who required credit. got their beef out of Tub 
Number Two; and those folk whose oash went more in the line of nold Jamaica.11 and 
who seldom paid their meat account, got their supply trom Tub Number Three. Our 
old . fr:lEm,cl John McMahon established the first Sunday School ever held in Rot:n:.tdale. 
It ·was adjoining the butcher's shop in an old bark house which stood at the 
corner now occupied by. Mr. George Rintoull 1 s garden, and in it, the . fe:q callow 
RosedaJ.ci"ce_s received their early religious education, uncared for by church · 
authorit:tes but oared for by one who had a tender corner in hiS. heart for the 
childre!,l. The same building was afterwards occupied by Mr. Robinson, lrho1 ·after 
seyere,and·heavy financial losses in Melbourne, brought a portion of his stock 
round by. Port Albert, and established the first saddlery business inMorth 
Gippsland; outside Sale. 

· In ·the early days, Rosedale was virtually a bush paradise, isolated 
from the ''madding world". Its inhabitants led lives of untroubled peace. 

Some·bimes, an inhabitant had a de·aire to extend his experiences and see 
s~nieth:J:.ng of the world and of town life. '?hen, he could do so with little or ._no 
trayel.Li..ng expensea, The mobs of fat cattle or horses afforded the means •• 'The-, 
(\;'overs or squatters would always pay travelling expenses tor an assistant on 

·_the road, and food tor man and horse while in to·wn, providing the stay l'ras not 
too long,. The writer bad a very pleasant excursion on these lines. Having aom~ 
business in town, not urgent, he saw Mr. John Shiel, who was at -that time - 
managing for the Ron. E.J.Crooke's father at Holey Plain, _and arranged to help 
Mr. Shiel to town with a draft of the oelebrated E.c. ·horses which- ~rere going 
for ~a.le. (s,c, horses readily brought £40 to £50). The journey was .made 11ith 
homes at about double the stages the cattle took for the trip', so that ther& 
was no. weariness on the way, and the time pass-ed pleasantly. Once in Melbourne 
horse-yards, all responsibility ceas.ed and the traveller was on his own, ,and be, 
generally managed to get a mate tor company on the journey home. . · 

... Mr. John Shiel, who still resides in Rosedale, was .one ot the .very 
earl~est . inhabitants, and could tell aome funny ·stories of the ~er;/ early days -- : 
when th~ blackfellow was in the land,· and· old :Silly was hut-keeper ,_at the Holey· 
Plain. There a:re not many people nowadays lfho thinl.c, of · l<>oking up the. old, dead 
~~~r~?Fl .• on. the Common· and along the river, whel;'e the :blaoktellow's tqmahawk~ · · 
cut f.pr.hi~) toe;.hole.·when· hunting possums can ·:be .·seen •. ,~ometim.e~:.:he llunted 
''wool:!;y; posa.~n in the shape ·Of the 11retched little merinos that used to. J:)e 
herded on nl1he Ridge" by Mr. John King's.Chinese shepherds who.d~(in~t.:,lcilke 
bl~kf~llOWS t -a,nd were even ln.Ore' afraid Of them. than th~ .were Qt°} u~OW j{e,yH, as 
they'.: pr9nounced their employe:r1s ~e. At· that time sheep "W:ere n~t a;-:_sy..ooees in 
GippslandQ The country and olimat:e we:;re too. wet; foot-rot b~came .: a ·lll'Jibl~,, and 
the "woollies" consequently gave way· to eati;le, which thrived in t~e. s~rampy 
back~v1aters.. · · · . ,_ .... :· -. 

When a Rosedaleite wished to pay a· visit to "The Creek" (Sale}; hs· h,1f· 
t~ree routes open to him. The fine, easy way he now has··by the B.11ckw~:t~r,,an4>. 
I{iver Bi'idges and the Cutting, was then dense scrub. It was a.l:mos~ impo$;si.ble · 
to get to the river bank there. So, One Of th.e thrje rout.es was. b:y-. 8. t:t'.&Ck Which 
led throuc;h·the backwater at the place where Mr. John Wright_1r:l farm_:i~ nqw1'. ... and .. -_ 
lfh~:t;~ t31e~"e was a spar bridge across the river. k horse could ~~be ·:•led .QVer ;\lhi• 
if ta.kel),. carefully, and then the .track :went over the Ridge Ril:l:a.t the b.aek-_ of 
the b,om..estc)c.cl and thence followed the river bank through the Ridge and Kilmany 
Park runs,passing the latter homestead,and so across an old bridge over Jche river .. 
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Another rol.lte, .· but:very seldom was by a ford over the river on 
the Holey Plain run, where. the. outcrop edge of the basin of the Sale 
Artesian water depos·it crossed the river nee;r Garde11 Poin·t. !t was none too eaay 
to get to, through the baek~water, andnot'very·eafe to l'l(';gotiate if the river 
was high. 

· · The third route led rigM; down the Roley Plain Te,njil runs,to the 
0Hill Top'1 , where there was a morass to cross, sometirnes up to the horse's 
girths, and sometimes d.r.f land. ':I'his having been cri:>ssed, -'che bank of the river 
had to be follo't'rncl dovm for nearly a :mile .:~<'> Gerra:,id Punt, and when safely 
'negotiated, a track up the Thomson Ri·ver kl1ow11· a.s Ptu:rc was followed for 
two or three miJ.es and Flooding. C1 ... eek was atta.:tn:-.::d.'ll 1I'h0re the traveller usually 
found a· resting place at the old Woolpack · for the pres.ent we will 
leave him. · 

·As the oid Rosedaleite visited the Creelq so he in turn had visitors 
f':r<>m the surroul'l.ding loca.litieso Occasionally. Mr~ Bayliss, who was the squatter 
at Merri.man's Creek, now known as Willung, used to startle the inhabitants with 
a sight of' his Engli.sh-built dog•.-cart rattlir:i.g 5":n, :.tn rare style, with a pair of 
the goo:d, old horses i:andem""'fashion41 in search of men or for his mail whioh had 
been carefully kept .. for him.at ·Old,JjJ:A Widdo1V'son'al!I The squatter was of good 
p~esenoe and healthy style, and his w~fe he,d always a hospitable welcQme for any 
wayfarer to and from the Port (Fort Albert) with always a b:tt of lunch to take 
wit.h him the next "mo.rning and -a few fii1e apples to munch on the road. 

· Merriman~ s C.reek. denived its name from a.11 old bullot.:lr of Commissioner· 
Tyers, which got bogge.d in its treacherous banks,. first time .a bullock team 
essayed to travel that wayc 

. Mro :Bayliss had for some time a young man as oversee!', of frugal · · 
~t~:p,~sition,, whot after sav~ng bis ~ages for a long .. t:tm.e, determined. to. give. up 
pa~~ora~.:.: .. ::::·o o.ne ·On rolling deepo He put ... all his s~vings into the 
:pu:rchasfr.~f a small schooner to .trade izr&o -the Lakes· by. the old en+rancev. but 

'e.~te~ ·e.. ~.~ip or two the ship· sufte;r:ed0tne fate of most of the· old schooners ot 
those .:d~pt! '7 being blo't'm on shore and becoming a total wrecl~., Then the old · 
pioneer ·set to work again, cheered up by the olc1 adage? 11Bet·t.er luck next time". 

Another fa,miliar face in Rosedale Ln those .1chat of ¥.tr. John 
Turnbull who was ·.~~ird of· Iioy. and Just:f.oe of . . under . the old Sydney- 
sid' .rule~. ;JJ~y Ya:ng was one .of those statior1s wh:tch Mr,_, James Rintoull 

'()-f ~~.fi~ld. had a hand in Car'Ving out the Wild W0.3 well known on 
the.Gipps;tand road as,a safe and certain retreat all needy travellers •. There 
was· a 'lj$l;'ra.ok.s for ·· you:ths·:, a11d trrho had drifted out to 
Austra.1;a: ·~roµi .good the· old countries.· ;; :t:e hailing from 
"Edinb~rt1".: .ch:·no:lasgae0 were .paJr~$cularly ;; there was a colossal men's 
hut ·tor tll(i3 ~·Olla: podr:tda.t' who· roamed about in those clays" 

. .. At L~y Yang was to be -1'.ound. Dro Ja1nieoon, a old. friend of the 
Turri.bulls,. and a. dear old · .. fri~nd to every bushman or stockrider who met with .an 
accident or .was taken by s~.ckpesa.. The doc.icor had ens settled. fee for all 
patients .... 11Gi.e us a cut o' y<:;r toba.oeo, mon" .ti 

· . . Another neighbour in .1che old days ~ms D:t\-. Hobson who held Traralgon Ea.at 
Station, lying: between ?1ro J9b11 Tm"nbttll's and Traralgori Creek, on which the 
doctor had a rose garden whi;ch grew in a state of m1.turcQ After the doctor left, 
his overseer, a. man ,named Wi:o.sor, put up ·the first btr:tJ.d:tng in what is now the. 
town of Tra.raJ.gono It was ·oo~trueted bark and ran on ·the same· lines as 
Jiminy Widdowson's place, . . 

Duncan Cam:pbell.of ml'aral.gon prol)er was also an old visitor in Rosedale, 
but had not much c;f opinion o.f its ·peo![)le~ none of vrhom. ~m.s ab1.e to speak 
Gaelico When a poli();e court. l-ras held in Rosedale; old Duncan was a frequent 
litigant.. · · . ·······•· · · · · 

· · Other oooasjA>llal visitors were. the' Bennetts· of Hazelwood Station and the 
Goringes .. of Ma~9-la Sta:tion .. The two' stations were named after two members of 
the. Bennett family g the first after. Mrs o Bennett. "t1rhose christ:Lan name was Ras.ell, 
and~ the latter after.the eldest daughter; Miss Mary Be:nnetttJ 

The Goringes, who were Tasmania.n folk, 11e11t back after a while to ·their 
island home, and Maryvale was purchased by Archie McMille;i,:n.,. ·who came. all the way 
d~.from._ the Leddon to settle in Gippsland, ana. res:tded nian;r years on Maryval.e, 
until serious illness caused him to ·1e~ve and ·t;o .1cho zd;E1:bio2l. .... this ·time 
to the ~late 'r, c. ·Buckley. 

Mr. John King,.who bui.lt Na.mhrok·House late1'" 
piox.i.eera,. coming. froni Lake· George .in Ne-tit South· ~fales11 

squatting fi.rm ·of Holt, Cro::ft · ·and King~ Mr~ ~King, a 
Governor of }lew South Walser, was ·che· managing pa:ctner 

Q:b.al)t¥:: ···4r ·(co.ntjpued}.ii> 
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Noter on.· the. Pompey •. $ .. Pillai ~ngide;gt. {b;( ,I. T •• Mad~er:n, . a~Z12L6sl 
There seems to be some.error in Mr. DuVe•s aeoeunt of this incident. 

The Australian Enoyclopaedia,in Volume 81 Pag~ .. 126, gives :the cred$t of this 
feat to ·Lieut. John; Shortland '. in 18031 eight years before Lieut. Okeden (1811-95) 
was born. 

The first specula~ion~~.'·!<j:ng·went· into. was .the .taki~ up .. the 
Fulham Run, which ,he, disposed of .to Captain.Jones, an old ~nd well-to-do ship's 
captain, who· u1h~d,. .. ttf · prtae· 111ms.e1:r··"oii.-the nUm,~~r of ·voyages .he .: had carried his 
·O.ld ~'sherry",. of whieh every visitor t.o his hospit$ibl~ home"''h~4 t() JI. ,··' .. A• 

. . , Anot,her old Rosedale·:·neighboui was ~~. J~~- ·MoFari.a.~~-·- 'w;~Q. . ···~r- · 
. · Heyf:ielif and · .. four or five other runs. "Old J·~y"' , : as ··he was ~owri '·g~ri'.ertilly, 

was one .tYl thfi .. f~ men in thos~ days who had. the foresight:to :est~.te'tlle 
value of·:land·•· At·that time a·squatter.could take up a.·pre..,.emp~ive rigllt of 
640 acres at. £1.e.tJ.:aere.for.each run.:he held, and· could, '1f:'h*ehad·moreth$n 
one run, take up· the pre..;..emptives ·for ·the lot upon any ~ne·•: Mr.·· MoFarlane, with 
a. keen eye to his future took u.:p all h~ had a :right to on the Hayfield. plains• 
and thus laid the; nucleus of the far-tamed Be1tield. Estate, for which the ~ate Mr. James Tyson paid£:;5,ooocash. ·01a JiJIUlie was a great.believer in Hereford 
.oatt:le of: which he had a tine sto<>k. <He ·used to go about to inspect them in an 
Old•faShLoned gi'g.tied;up:·with greerihide. It·had many capsises when he was· 
garll.oping' _after- an UllWly; bullock ·which ·took a sudden tUl."11 :1:n its course. 

:How.ever,·n~ne- aver heard of ~hing worse. happening to the old gentleman 
· than·:a severe shaking~ He did ~ll his stock-driving -in t~i~ old~.gi_g.. · .. · 

Old ·Rosedale was· the centre of the droving busines.s, an. occupation of 
:•muoh-~·;pro.ti.t·in those days. Messrs James Peck and. Donald MoL·eod· had great times 
at ;it. The,·Melbourne mob of fat stock usually numbere4, 200, and the drovers 

, ,. received a~· fee of. £1 a head delivered in the. Melbourne cattle yards, which were 
· , ;·then ·at the.: top end· of Eliza.beth Street. They had to pay. for losses on the road 

at the average rate per head of those sold, but·with go.od, ezj)erienced hands, 
· ··the losses were few. The trip took a fortnight and the stockmen. got £2 a week 

and a bonus. of 1/• for each Three Star Brand.f cork they brough't home fi'Om 
Melbourne. These corks lfe:te disposed of at the bush pubs, :whe:i;'e. they were .. used 
on·-One· S.tar bottles of P.B. which was the favourite drink befO.re whiskey wafil 
hear·d "of in Rosedale. . 

,·One of the questions . often ·asked is, "How did Rosedale g.et its name?"! 
It was named after Mrs. Rose Okeden. There is a story connected· with that name. 
Many,many years ago, a British warship was lying off Alexandria, E,gypt,:: and 
the junior officers were very keen to visit the Pyramids, etc• Among other· 
objects of interest was Pompey's. Pillar, of which it was ·;said that n~ ma~ had 
b~e~ on its s:uzmnit. It was a sol~d rock of red granite·,·. 30 ·ft.in eiroum~erenoe, 
100 ft. high,· and erected by the Roman Pref eot, Publius, · in.· 296 · A~D. ·to 
~o~~orate t.be taking of. Alexandria by the invincible Emperor Diocletian • 

.. ·O».e. gl' these off~cers,. Lieutenant Okederi:, ~~ertook ·to mount to::··the top of the 
column, and was laughed at by hi~ :fellol'r ,off.leers• He :was a young: matf of· 

.. ,J:'e1:3o~ee,· a.nd taking ·a. paJ;'t~r of blue ... jaokets· ashore, h:e proceeded to,the pi:tlar 
W'liich stood a.bout 600 yards -. · s9µtb. . of the· city wall, He· had made and 'brought 
with .. hiJD. ~ .. large kite and plenty of various-sized ropes. The kite was s9on 
got. up it .the air and,with a long cord fastened to itf'.was after''som~ ·t:tme· 
flown·· .. right across the.· top. of the .. Pillar. It was thendrawn:to ~lie·earth,' and 
the .. l1ne ·which was over the top of the pillar was . fastened to· a ; stouter co?'d, 

.:. and this_, in turn, to one still stouter, and so on until the-;·lieutenait···ha.d a 
· rope across the top sufficiently str_ong to bear hi.s we:l.ght fJ .Jie sP.inn,_'~. up this 
rope, reached the top, and so carried .out .his ~dertaki~\' ·.. .. . . 

· In course of time, Lieutenant · Okede~ a.rrlved in Aust:rralia ,and -.toOk up 
a :run to the west of the Old Ridge Run ·on the north ~allk of the Gle~arry 
{Latrobe). He named i:t Rosedale after his wife.'s christi~n :n~e. Some time 
afterwards he ·sold it to Mr. John King and left Gippsl.and with his ·Wife and 
son,Willie, who later became Chief Commissioner of Police in Queensland. 

The old. ·Rose:dile· IIolise was mostly pulled down and the best of the 
material was carted over to the Ridge property about a mile south of the 
Rosedale Station by an old-time: bullock driver called Bob Ray, and there it 
was re-erected by o:ia J.ohn, the ... Swedish carpenter and beo~e tb.e residence of 
Mr. Charles X1':lg, l'fho then managed the Sydney. Cottage Run,of which ~t was the 

. homestead' for some tears. . 
This brings events up to the time when the late Mr. Paul Cansiok 

and Mr. William Allen (who· is still hale and heartl') oaaie upon the so.ene, 
and in 1858, they built the Rosedale Hotel -the first brick building in the 
old township, which has become more and more moderni.s·ed, and no longe!" 
"Olden Rosedale". . . . ! . 

Cba;eter .. ~ .. · .~. ~otltinue(l) .~ 
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indica:ted in "Olden Roseda.leu, the Rosedale Cemetery was used as a 
burial ground .. betore it was established as an official cemet.eey, and while it 
wustillunfenced, bush land. 

The. Rosedale C1emeteey Trust was not set up. until 1872. Hence, the official 
reo<)rdof burials does not begin until that year, 1872, a:t.though there are one or 
two records, probably made from -memory, of burials as early as 1867 .• 

When ther Ceqlet1ery Trust was established, it immediately pegged and nwnb.~ered 
old graves, but ,of course there are no records of the dates of death, or ag,es at 
deaif;t,t,,.- ... ~d· .sometimes even of the names of 'the deceased. The Rosedale records 
from;:r~74, have been kept very thoroughly indeed, and far better than has been the 
case1f~t}l:inoat old cemeteries. 

. . Some,.of the old people mentioned in the reminiscences of Du Ve died before 
·1S72 - possibly long before. Here are some scrappy records of the pre-1872 burials: 

"Sa.m the Snob", or Sam the Shoemaker, 't'tas Sam Jones, and his wife's name 
was Rose. These two were buried .in the grave marked 11. "Snob" is ari old, 
colloquial term.for "shoemakeru. 
Joe Teader iras buried in the· grave numbered 5 • 

. The name pf ,the man buried next to no1d Sam" was "Smithn. 'Perhaps· this 
· .1t1\1 the .. gz:~:ve r{!ferred .to in the reminiscences as, 0Peter's fatlif1r~'. 

§ Other ~~pfy,grEives are those of Wiolliam Crei.ghton (Ifo.17) r Mr. Rowley (38); 
and Williarir Watt ( 90). · . 

Recprds,oonoerning·tb.e Du Ve and Buntine families a.re: 
. ' ... Hugh Bunt~ne.,>7/6/67, aged 63 .. ye(:).:rs (Mrs.· Du Ve's fathe.r); 

M:rs.Agnes Hall~tt (formerly Firs Buntine) ,29/:3/96, aged 76 yea.rs· {Mrs. Du Ve "s 
· ·· ·· ··· mother) 

· Charles. Ignatz Du V.e, 31/8/1915,L aged 79 yea.rs. 
Agnes Adamson Du .Ve~·3/J/1915, aged 69 .: year$ • 

. · Grac.e Lois Du Ve, Zl./4/1675, aged. 2. years. 
Some other records of .people mentioned.in the reminiscences are: 

James Widdowson, 1884~ 80 years; EE.mington Hugh King, 1874, 9 yea.rs; 
J~mes Rintoull, 14/2/85, 7.5 y~ars;, William Eas·ingtQn K.ing,, 1872,. . 
Paul Cansiek, l6/i2/89, 65 years; · ·'· .·•. · (one week). 
George :~in~oull ·sen., 23/7/96, ·ao yrs. E. Il. Rdt'1'1ey, Deoember,1874. 
William :Allen, 22/12/1923, 95 ye.ars. Robert Timmbs, September,1876. 
Mary Ann.Allen (wife of above) 1884, 56 yrs. 

.. 

. ,. '. . '• 
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Charles• Igna~~z~· l)'u" Ve and the Stoa of. :§os1(ia.le. 
'.: ... · .· ·\\fe··'ar, .: ind~~t.ed to Mi~s ... ·E •. "M.West of Traralgon, who may be the. only 

·pe.:rsoil.who.ho'.!-ds •. a .. ·copy of·Du Ve's b9oklet, .. "Olden Rosedale",. and who lent 'us 
the ~o()k~et f~r 'i;l:ils reproduction. Miss West is an old resident of Tr~a.lgon, 

.t?-n<i .. ~ll~.)il;id ". ll.er father, the late Walter West, have been closely c·onneoted with 
··t}.l~·h;§t?·l'i:·ofTraralgon and Gippsland. She,herself, was formerly the Town 
Q+e;.k·~r Tr~ralgon, following her father in that position when he was elected 
.~9 .the,'Legislative As.sembly of Victoria. as the representative of the electorate, 

c:": .. Ii:i:tormat~OJ:l. about 1)he Du Ve family has been given to us by Mr. R.M. 
·'- ··MoCaffrey, Bead~e~cher of,,.the Ros.edale State Scbool,and Miss E. Du Ve, who 

lives in Traralgo~, and who ... is ... the grand-daughter of Charles I. Du Ve. 
The Du v.e family is of Polish origin, having left that country a ·long 

time ago because of pC.)litical unrest there, and finding refuge in England. 
. .· Charles lg)la.tz Du Ve was born in E.nglan.d in 1835, and emi.grated to 

Aus~:ral~(?. in .185.3, at: the age of 18 years. He seems to have spent the· rest of 
his lite in Gippsland,. living for the greater pa.rt of the time at Rosedale. He 
was manager of Gelantipy Station round about 1865, but he is better known as the 

···clerk of .Courts fo:r a number ,pf townships in a wide area, stretching. from Moe to 
S~.;J..e;' For e~ample, the. Rosedale reQords show that he was the Clerk of Courts 
t~e:re ·tn· 1867.,. Secretary .of the ()r~:Lnal Church of England Board. of Guardians, 

, and· a member of the. School Committee, The Morwell Directory for 1888 lists him 
.there as the Cle.rk .... of .. Courts. 

· .... ·· ln 1864, he ~?fried Miss Agne.s Adam$on Buntine, a member of another very 
·early Rose(!.a.le family. There was a large.family of.twelve children (five boys 
and seven girJ..a), one of wh.om, died in infancy. Both Charles Du Ve and his .wife, 

' Agne.a Du Ve, d.ied in 1915. One daughter, Miss. Ethel Maud Du Ve, married Oanon 
La.ngl~y, -.and some ·Of their descendants still live in the BoG>la.rra area. Another 
son, Mr. Hugh Du Ve,wa.s a lay reader in the Church of England, and frequently 
took the service at the church.in lYlorwell • 
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. Albert River ••• (2). Prince Albert,. the Consort ·of Queen Victoria. 
Alberton •••• • •• (2) • On the Albert River. · · · 
~ort :Alber~ ••• ._(2}. · Prince Albert, the CollSort of ·Queen Victoria. · 

· · ... . . . . The n~e, ·Albert River, .was. given to· this river in 1841,by 
.; the. ~:0µ1>: of squatter•explorers who set out from ·Melboume: in the 

. .' .:oh~rte~e.4 v,e~sel,"Singapore" to find a port which ·might· ·give· them easy 
; • ac~.ess to. G~ppsle.nd,· so attractively described by ·Strz,elecki. · , 

.~t •. 4ngus ••••.•• {2). It has beep said that Mt. Angus saQ:<Mt.-<EW'en were named 
after the two sons of· Angus McMillan, but slnoe' his sons w'ere not 
born unti.l ten and twelve yearEt ·after McMille*s entry into G.ippsl~nd, 
it :f.:;;: mo.re likely that they were named after himself and his rather,. 
Ewen McMillan, or afi;er other members of the family. · . ., · 

Arma.9:ale ••••••• .(3). Alexander and Joseph McDonald occupied Armad13;le Cattle · 
l Stat~o~-, .. ~outh ot .Sale, in 1846, .. naming the station after ·a place 

in the Isle of Skye, Scotland. . > . • · • ' 

Avo~ River •••.• ,(3)• N~ei ·bY .Angus MoMi.llan, li40, after the riv~r in· 
· ·scotland, "nd not after the river in En1land.·Apparentl1:"avonu is 

. .. ·::~be Ce.ltio. word fol" "river~·, and. there &l'e a number of, uAvon ·Rivers" 
· , .... _,s · .· in .. Euror.@•. .' . · . · ·• . · 
Bai~~~le.·.~.~{,). This is a corruption of 11Bernisdale" a plao.e i~ the Isle 

- of Skye, and the name given to.the cattle station iil·l844, b:y.the 
first holder, Archibald McLeod. · · ·· · · - 

·=~~~::::U~: ~iE£::tl:d~E~~=::e::::•::::~:;· 
. .. . . . Fore.st Station with Nicol .Brown, from ·approximately 1848. · < • • · 

Boisdale •••••• (:;). Boisdale Station was.named atter a·plaoe in South Ui$t, 
· . .. . Outer H.ebrides, Scotland. . · -' , · , ·· , ·.· · · , 

Bo~lai-m.· •••.. • •• (i) • A;;boriginal for "plent711• . · 

Bria~lOJW.••••:•.(.1) •.. A· b.· .. O.··.ri. e ... · inal .. fo.··r 
0me·n 

.. of th. e·. ··w·e. s.··t." •. A.·,···S···u· b-tr ... · .. ibe ot th. e K···.urna.i. Brodribb River. {2). Na,m.ed after one of ·the Brodribb family. William Adams 
:Brodribb .was one ,of the squatters who discovexred Port Albert, 1841. A brother, AlbertEugene·Brodribb, and ·a sister.Hazel Bennett (nee 

,Br,odribb). wit;tl her husband William Bennett, occupied Hazelwood 
·· Station . in 1844. · · . · 

:Sruthen. · ••••••• (lJ ." Aboriginal· £.·or "evil spiritn. Said to have been ·given by 
Cabone Johnny, the blaoktellow. friend and guide·, of Angus· McMi~lan.,1839. 

Buc~ •••• , •.•••• (l or :;). Doqbtf11J.. It is said .to be the aboriginal for ''bag". 
· . Qn ·the- ot:t,\er hand,there il3 .a Buchan District and Buchan ·Ness· in 

· Scotland. The latter derivation seems the more 1.ikely. 
Buln Buln •••••• 1· l~•· • Aboriginal for "lyre-bird". , ·· , · - 
Bun:yip ••••••••• ·.·~ .. · • Ap. imaginary a~l feared. by the natives. · 
Cal~ignee .••••••. ·:; .• • Named by the Tanner family'. ,a.ft er a place in Ireland • 

. Clifton •••••••• 4). Named.:by McMillan in 1840, .when his horse, Clitton,nearly 
lost his life in a bog there. The horse was probably named after 

. . Clifton Station, M.s.w •. held by McMillan's emplQY'er,Laehlan Maoalister. 
Clydebank •••••• (3). Plaqe in Scotland. .. . . 
Coadyvale .. ~ ••• (2). Coadyvale Station was occupied in 1$43 by Patrick ·Coady · 

:Buckle:v. . . ' 
Colquhoun., .... (2). Miss Colquhoun Ctmninghame; a mentb•r of an early-squatting 

family from Scotland. · · · .·: 
Cooper's Creek. {2). Probably after Thomas Henq Cooper, a leading personalitJ 

amongst .the first miners at Walh~lla, 1863. · •·• · · 
G.or?ler Inlet,. ~(4) •• From .its shp,pe., .. ruat -.pp~d 'b:y .Ba.ss in 17981 and· called 

Corner Inlet by him and by Flin..d.ers in that same year. 
donan. • , ••• (r), Abor;i.gi.nal .meaning ''mountains". 

ChaRter !?:•••••••••••••Place Names in· Gi;QR§laJ]id. 
The names· of places in Gippsland fall easily into· fQur ·main·. divisions, 

according to their origins. These- four sources of names are; ·· ·.' 
l ••• Aboriginal Names; 

· 2 •· ~ .Plad~~- n~ed e.fter people; 
3 ••• PladeE$ named after. other places; . . . . 
4 ••• Name:s ··given for .other ;-easons (e.g. descriptive ~s} • 

. . . . In the list given below, the number in brackets after the ·plaoe name 
indic~tes. tQ which of •the four divisions that particular name belongs: 
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D. a. r. g. _o •.•••.•.•.•••• ~l·) .•. Ab. or.1"g~.- .. ila·;·,1\n. ~an.·.·:1:.>1i.·:.·:"'l'..v'.···itit .. ~- ... ···o· :.~;.:;,H,·a·v. ··a ·.Pati.~nc~'' ." .. · . 
. ;Darlixrt\U'la:.-. ••. :•' ?) •. A:boD~~al::mean,:i.ng ,;;a,t.011~ ;r~ek0•· .·.. . .· . > ... 

Darnum •••••••••. l} •. Aberaginal .. me:amng .. --panot • · 
Doctor's Flat •• (2). Dro Alexander Arbuok:le, who -~~~e·1 fr()~ N)o~th .U:1at, Outer 

Hebrides, Scotland, was a squa:tter as_.we:ll .as, a dootQr. Re was a friend 
of Angus McMillan, and aoc,o~parii.ed him i.nto Gippsland. He held for a 
s~o~. ti~ :th,.e area known as Doctor 1 a Fla'.t. ·, · . 

Drouin ••• · •••••• '( 2); so· called art'er a French chemist who discovered the 
· oolorination.prooess .(wet) or· separating metal :from ore. bne. ~ther .. town 

: ·-':ri11LVic·t.oria .·iis ·named: after a .. Frenchman· - st!) Arna:u.d\. Marshal .Jacques 
Leroy de StoArnaud, 1801;.1654, ·was ·1n command of the French f~f~~i8- in 
the .Crimean .w·ar~ 1854•9'6, but· died in the ·first yea:r· of the 'W~r:. ., · 

Ensay •••••••••• (:;) • Ensay is a small· island in ·the ·Outer Rebr1des, · Sc~tliti·(l. 
Ang.u.S·· McMillan· ·established a cattle station at Ensay· (at first ·called 

, .: .: .. : 'liumblam\mgie' on·the Tam.bo~··aiver~ fbr Laohlan Maoalister, in 1839. 
Mt•: Ewen: •••.• ••·• (2}. N·ame. d .after Mof..~illan • s son, ?r. ta,ther.~ ·~ .. ,ot!e· _1_. i~_~ly t~e latter • 

. Flynn.:.~ ··(2). Ja.mes'Manton Fl~ wat!n~. polio~· c;onstabl:e st~ta.qned an 
,. ; :Gippaland for many· <rears•· He: was. at Port· Albert as·. earl.Y as 1$48 ... His 

: .·· :,_-. ···.wife. is buried in the Rosedale Cemetery. · · . ~-' ... · · · · · · · · · · · 
. Foster~_.'.• •• •· •• •'• (2) • · 'W~H·•F~~ter w~s· ·:W- ·ear~y··. Po~oe Ma.gistr~~~ in tfi.ppsland. 
::Fu~ •••• • •••• (:;). Named -by John King, an early squatter, p()ss~'Qly after the 

. . town. ·of .. that .::namt<f' near' ·11ondon. · · · . '. 
Garfield ••••••• (2)~<First-1known as :cannibal Creek, but the:·t)ame was ohang~4 in 

1881 · :tn honour·· of General J .: .. Abram Garfiel~ ;·· I>residen"e ·of · ., the ·united 
· r. .:. :· States, a:ssassinated· 1:n·.:1e81.· · · J.·. . ' . ; ·. . . · ... 

Gipps land •••••• ( 2) • so called by Strzelecki in honour of Sir ·George ·Gipp~, . 
,. 1791..;..1947:, GO.Vernor ·o:t Mew ·south Wales, .1e:;a.:...1e4a. · .. :. ·: ·. · ·:·· ··· ·'·· · 

Gle:rtga:rry .: •• ··-~ • (:2) • Angus :·~~Millar( ga:ve· this n~e i:r.( 1840 t~ the t,i;ver now known 
· ae the Latr.obe· River. Aen~as Ronald.son: Macdonnell, Chief of. the Glengarry 

Olan, took up land at Greenmount, near Yar.ram, in '.184i; but left. 
Gi:ppslam th&.lfel:iotd .. ng year·~·:.: · ... · . .- ·· · · '. ,:: ... · · ·. ·· · · · · .... · · 

Gomandal:e. ~ i· .A 2}. 'P:resumabiy : ·after a fam,ily. ~e.d., Gorman. ,. ! • . -: • .• 

Gould •••••••••• (2) o Gould was the name of the landlbfd. of ;·tli~.'. Cecil lml- OJl. ,tbe 
. : .old .. coach road· from Moe to .. ·Modri.darra.· "· ·· · ·\ :· ', · · · · · ' .. · .. · 

Hallam.•• •••••• (2).,. William Hal:laili';: s~orekeeper at 'tha,t': place'.o' . < ' ... , .'· .. :·. 
The ·Ravstack ••• (4h so ·name~d"··from its' ··shape •. :Mc~,1111~·-·had 'cs.~te·d·~~ Mt.McLeod, 

aft.er h·is uncle,.· a·>famoua ·general. '· . .. . . ·.:·:·· ·· .. ··. · · . · ... , . 
Hazelwood:'J~·~ ••• ;(2}~ ·Pust. called· Rasellville,. and·'·then~(Has'ellwooa:,·. after the first 

white woman to live there, Mrs." Lavini~·· inn. ?'enobia Ha.sell Benne~t (nee 
Brod.ribb) wife of William· Bennett. Bennett an¢t· his. '.brother~i,n~l,ai(, . 

. , ·:. -J~ Albert.: ::lllugene Brodribb, took up Hazelwood in'J844·.· · ~. ·: .· · ~ .•· · · · · · · · 
Harnes Oak ••. : •. ~.1~.(4). In: Act: 1v·~· Scene· 1v· ·o{ Shakespe~r~.-~:s p:J.ay·~ ·. 01;h.~.·. )lerry Wives 

. c :· .. :of:>Wtlndsor", mentioni is(·made 6:( "Herne 's 08k0 '·wher·e. ~· ~.9~tl.y hunter, 
· · : · : ff·em~·,. bewitoh·ed'·~a~tle~ This. >~:~ems. t~ be an· S.p~)~atn.~ 'f(?f~'.~ place in the 

"··Haunted Hillsr trtherEf· early·· drovers said that their. qa~tle:~:were bewitched. 
Rey·. fi. el_ d .• : ••••.• _(:; ) .• P~ss~b~~Y 11~e~ a~~er_ H~~~ield ,.+n Engla:i.·~.:~.· j. ' •. ·• ·: . '. • • . : .·.,. 
Ri;nnomung1e·• '• • • ( l) • Abor1g:mal, me~ng ·· 11 fish*'.. . .... · · ., .~: .. ";. . .. , . . . 

. ·:·.- ini-erlooh. ~ •• ~ :;. ( 2) • H Inver•~ is :a Sd6~tish: prerl:x . meaning . '..' af' th'e mouth. 1' pf'. a 
·:river"· •. Inverloeh+w·as named after Sir Rerirjt J3rougJ.i~~:L¢~; .).827-1900, 

,. Governor ·of V1ot6ria' 1684-l8S9.· · . ..-. · · · .. : . · · ·:: · '. ;··· J.l~·· 

Jumbuk ••••••••• 'l) •. 'Ahorigina.i me~.rig· ~"~heap''• Po~sijjly the~f' cioffii~r.y~n . ()f 
"jump-up". Sheep were ·new .:@i~ls to. -t;he :ab()+,"igina:J.~~ ··It 'is .. ea.~~J~~ .: 
imagine· 'tn•:tr· 'amusement'· ·~t:· s·eeing ·'sheep ~after .. s.heep : .. ~6llo'VTi7;\t .'.~:ff.•it:; 

. : : lea.de?!· an(l:.:Jumping!over·:ari·;;-im~i'g±Il~zjr .obs~_aol~~·'··A n~~~ral 'cio~~f.j(9uld 
· J· . :'".1'be~ .. nThat · f'e:lldw plenty j\imp upn=• .: :. ' . ·. ,_. :' :· . ~· '. :. ' .: ~ · .. ~ ·. ~ ;: ·'· ...... 

Kilman7-;1·~:~ ••• ·'•:{:;) •.. t~trsi~·:eelen- _l'e~iibn ;:tnd ·:6.'E;l:-. ~on :·\1illi4m · 'l?~a~s~J.J.. ,~~~Eid their 
• ···. ·: i:J.r:·: .· ·oat'tl-e st$.ltion' ,uKilJPantu ... in· l84l~:after K ~ '~ _·Fi~~s;b:il:e~ ... $~.(?.t:~~~d. 

Kilmorie •••••• (3). Malcolm. and Thomas Maca'i.fst.er named ·~~lmdr$.e ·ca-t;~1,~::~:s;:ta:t~on 

1alce ~~:~. ~~m. a;:d K~;m~~:~~~~~, !~~::a~~n:•'p~~~~f~i~; i4~ ntl® 
i:;:; .· o:t::Governor-Ki'ng~. .·.·<-.riY<'.:::\r,r. i ·: ·-.vi.;·.·' .. ~ .. ··.·/···:.~:.:.~·'"·-->· ..... 

K.~~-:~ee-rup_ •.••. {_l) • :Ab._ori!5'inal .. fo_ r "b.~ll~f .. ish.._'~. .· ·_:_: · : :: :._.•· ·. :.c ~ ·.· ·:· .. [;);.~:.~.'._·,:.·~ : 1 ·:::- . · Korumbttrra..'•·-~. ~,,~(il')~. 'Abb:td~mal f·orttMarclf·-f~"... .- · ·: :·,: .. J. . .. " .·. 

Latro?e ~ver.J~). Ii.a.med .. after·Jobalf~~~··.r?o.~fiph ·ta:_·r~p~:~:-~;:.·::~~0~~~~75·~:: .. : ,' -~e:c~p.tendent 
r ! · .of V·idtoria:, ·'!839~~1, ·&.fl:d ::L:f~t:~P~~t· Gover~~-t:.9f .VJPr~a~·~~,a:.·,~851-1853. 

Leongatha ••••• (1.) l'..".lboriginal: for: 1fcf£Ejeknt Qr/ "te-th"''1•'.· · '1 ···:·.: :;· .1. •. •• • .. · , 

Lindenow •••••• (:;). Place in· Ind:ia:c· · \~f~r·t Lo~att ·ob.cufi:i~e:a Lihnenow· llun· '.in'· ·1842·. 
Le Roy •••••••• (2). Said to have been named after Roy Lee, son of a farmer there. 

Page ·22i · ·. pp.apt~~ 5 (continued}. . . 
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Livingstone Creek •• (2)., Messrs George MoKillop, McFarlane and Livingstone 
were possibly the first three squatters to penetrate into Gipp~.~(i., 

.. possibly as early as 1835. LivL"lgstone Creek (Omeo) is named a.fte;t', <>~• of 
these three. 

Loy Yang.• ...... (1)~ Aboriginal for "big eeln, .. '· ., · 
Lucknow ••••••••• t?) , Place in India e I1uclmow cattle station was ocoup~f;ld.. in .1$42 

by Frederick Jones Q · · · 

Maoalister River ... ( 2) o Named by Angus McMillan aft er his employer, · 1840. · 
MacFarlane's Lookout.(2)o MacFarlane (or McFarlane) with MclC.illop andLivin1'!" 

stone penetrated into Gippslandperhaps as ear1y as 1835.· · ·. · · 
Maffra •••••••••• (3). Named~ af·tex· a v:ll.lage in Portu~a.l {Matra) near the 'line$ 

of Torres Vedras1 ·che Duke Welling·iion•s defence line in the Penin• 
sular War, l808...;.J,,ai4. . · 

Maeyvale (2)" Nam.ad after Lavin:i.a l~:t:~ Bennett, ~ldest daught.er of 
William. and Hazel Be:nnet .. c of Hazelwood~ Maryva.le Run·· was first known a.s 
Maryville. and was f:trat by Thomas Gorinse, ill 1845. 

Merri.man's Creek.,(4)o Named after one of C .• JoTyer's bullocks, ••Merrimanu, whiQh 
was bogged in the mud at this creek~ 

Mirboo •••••••••• (!) e Aboriginal for 0ld..dneyn, 
Mitchell River •• (2). Named by McMillan, J.840, after Sir Thom.as Mitchell, 

Surveyor General and .~rplorer,, 
Moe •••••••••••• "{?). No-one knows origin of this name. It.was first applied 

to the huge swam.po Reve Ha.lea in 1848, spelt the word ''Moa7" , and Mrs. 
Perry in 1849 spelt :tt 1•Mo11v1eu •. some say .it .is.the .. ory of a swamp bird; 
Qthers say it could be named after a Scandinav:Lan of that name, It could 
be aboriginal, but no-one 1"'ea.lly knows. 

Monell {r;) e First applied to the river,l.844 (by Tyers) and later to· 
the new townsh:i.p, 1879. Pl"'obably given by 1\yers and naJQed after a .section 
of the Tamar River, near Plym.ou.th!)England, called the Morwell Rooks~ 
Nearby is the village of Monrel1.h8.lll, and there used to be a Morwell Abbey, 

Nar-na.r-goon •••• ( l) Aborig:l.nal "native bear". · . ' 
,Na.rre Warren~ ••• (1) .. F1"'om two aboriginal words meaning nsheoke" and "oceann. 
Nee.:rim •• : (1). Aboriginal for "spear" o ·. . .: · 

Nicholson River. (2)" Named by MoM:tllan after Sir Charles Nieholso1:1, Speaker in 
the Legislatfa"~ Assembly, Meirr South Wales. 

Otfioer ••••••••• (2)., Mr.· Robert Officer ownefl land there·. 
Orbos~ ••••• ~ •••• (3) &i Ma.med by Archibald McLeod of Bern,isd.ale Station after an : 

unclets place in :the Isle of Skye. · . · · · · .. 
Outtrim •••• ~ •••• ( 2) e A,lfred Richard Out trim. ( 1845-1925) lras Mil34ster ·of Mines in 

four governments during his '33 years in the Victorian Parliament. 
Pa.kenham •••••••• (2). Named after a Britfah soldierin.g family said to be related 

to the Duke pf Wellingtono A member of this :family, Colonel Pake:rlham, 
lost his l;Lfe in t:P,e Crimean Warf/ 1854-1856. . · .· 

Perry·~ River ••• • 11(2). ·]famed in· 1840 by Strzelecki· after the Assistant-Surveyor-- 
. .· General in Sydm~y •. pfi~rry Bridge~of course, gets its n&JD.e fr0m Perry River. 

Platina ••• ·'· •••• (4)J; ·Near .. Wiilhallao .Platinum was ·discovered in·. the min~s there. 
Ro-sedale ••.•••••• '(2) •. Named after· ·Mrs~ Rose Pa.rry-Okeden ( formerly DU.tto~). · 

··· :Lieut. D.P.Okeden .occupied ·Rosedale Run ,kt 1844,nami.ng it after hts wife. 
Sa.1 .• ~ ••••••••••• (2). Formerly Flooding Creek, the name of this pla,ce wa.11 . 

··· changed in 1850 to Sale in: honour of a British soldier, General Sir 
Robert Henry Sale, l.782-1845. ·He had fought an heroic and successful 
action at.Jell.ala.bad, Afghanistan in 1841,. but was moriially wounded in 

· ·· · 1845, in··a battle. a.t Moodkee in the Punjab,·· India. 
St~atford. (s), Because of its situati'on on the Avon River, this township 

· was called· Stratford, a.ft er Stratford on the Avon in England. ' . . 
Strathfieldsa.ye.(3). Mamed after.the Duke of Wellimgton's estate ill. Hampshire,. 

England, and given by the ffrst holder of the. 'eattle· rl.'l.n,. w. ·Odell Ray 
mond in 1842. It is a very apt name too,. since the station 'borders on 
Lake Welll,~gton, named after the ·Duke~ , The original Si;rathf~eld.sa.ye. mi•ns . 
"the field ·beside the Roman road (strath) owned 'by the De Saye fa.mil;. 

Strzelecki Ranges. (2) e The explorer Strzelecki was ··the first to tJJaverse them. 
Ta.mbo River ...... Cl). Aboriginal for "high eliffsn. . · 
Tarra River ••••• '2). Named· after the excellent •. •· b~ackfell?W' .. explorer,. Charli~ .... >, • 

Tarra, who accompanied Strzelaoki (l840)>and ··others on several jourpeps. 
From the, name· Tarra River, .. cflm.e ... otherna;mes .: Ta;-rta, V.alley,. Tarra.ville. 

Thomson Ri'V'er ••• (2). Uaµxed by· 1-k~r{Jillan in ·18:~0 after Sir Edward ·neas. Thoms.op., 
. Colonial Secre·tary of Nei:·r South Walese . · 

ThOl']ttdale •.••••• (4) .. ~.··· . :place in England. nThorpe" means··· na 
village0 and "dal$n means a , 



.. 
.. .. . .. ~J;;i;e. origint meaning or derivation .of place names isa fascinating study. 

Unfortunately~ there seems to be a good· deal o.f guess work. Su~rficia+ gµesse·s· 
repeated often enough frequentl7 end up by having the sanctionand_f()~c~ of 
authori'ty. -Thi:,s is particul.arly .noticeable with aboriginal na;m.es •. ·The .·.fa9t that 
guess-wor~ is involved is ()byious when we have.the.same aborigirial pla,.ce.,ntµne· 
'b.aing. given a ya;rie,ty of' widely· differing meanings. . 
.. _, A .~s~~iag~'hOf' meaning is most likely when no-one k:tt~s wh:e~e ,_ wh,n or 
bJ\r~h()m the. n•e:was·first given. Generally speaking, few of the.place. n~es 
given.. in Victo~i~ before .1850 were aborigixlal in origin. It wiJ.l be notd.~·ed, f'or 
example, that McMillan and Strz.elecki, Hume and Rovell (apart from _n~e-1~0.) and 
Ma~_p;r Mitchell . (apart. from "Wimmera" ) did not._ give aborigina;l names·i. ~r · used them. 
~~rely •. Wake Gippsland. for example. Wh~n the first squatt.ers arriyed he;pe, tbey. 
had !Little. to do with the natives who were rather hostile. The situation oQ;u.ld 
be· chi?.s'.e,d 'as· one ot war• With the. whites c<.>n.ducting aboriginal dri v~.s · -~d shooting 
do~,the:se unfortunate, first ·inhabitants. In those cirou.mstanoes1 i.t. '1f4\S -µnl~ely 
that the invader~ w®ld know anything of the native languages, and Ut they did, 
they wo~d pe unlikely to ··apply aboriginal names to their ne1r sta,~iol'.l~ . an,d villages. 
Of course, ther~ w~re exception$, such as McMillan,· always friendly to ·.t.he natives, 
and always .. their. :protector. Many of' these squatters alread;y had s.tations Jn New 
South.'Wales and had friendly oontaot with the aboriginals ~n their areas. Char~ie 
Tar+-_a., wh,~ ,-Pr('.!ed .sueq::a.useful member ·of three exploring partiea.1.xj...Qipps.land, 
was· a New Sou.th Wales bla.e~.. It is pleasant to remember that white n+.en · na.nied. ·the 
Tarra. .. River. ~fter .·Min {and· hence Tarra.ville and the T a.rra Valley)" ln :t'~cogni tion 
of ~ .. 1~: .. abiUt~ets a.nd. hi~r service to them. . . . . .··. . , ·. .. . 

· . ~-r, rt· was .. a .p.j;f·fePent story by. the time the settlers arrive{!:~. from, 1870 
on~aJf~S •.. -~Y that. time the . "war" . had ceased and·. there was . so~e. friendly contact 
with. t~e few-bla~s that remained. Names like Yi~r, Boolarra,> Wa,:rrigal ~d ·· .· 
Yarra.gcin~ began, tP;· appear on the map. Bistorically,hpwever., the·· al:u:;>rigµia,i.name.s 
are less interesting than those r~minding us ·of our own heritage:. , : · ·, 
Me < . _._···.· .. ; i".Retient:lYt there }las been some tontroversy over the origia ·or the name 
of ·g·. oria ·~;:-~,.~l>ital c:itYt so called after Lord Melbourne, a Prime ·M~ster of 
Englan.tt··wh:tFtook 'l)is title from,. Melbourne in Derbyshire. This ,~·e .· urne11 mean::( 
the mll•st'.ream~ · or the 'strea.nf with the mill. There are two others: '. 
2. Melbourn, in Cambridgeshire which means the st1 .. eam (burn) beside :which ··a pl.ant 

oailed "milde" or "meld.'1 grew; · · 
3. Melbourne in the East Riding of Yorkshire, and meaning "middle-stream" o 

. . . ~~=~=. ~~:: :_:: }_i? & ~)~~!!:1_ e:_ 
1_a_i~_~r_ 

.. ''i_.•··~-· :~~--. _···.·. ie···. in N .. • s_ .• \i·f· .• , "_P· lace · 1-~ar _the w_ ater~'., Tom's Cap ••••••• J2 & 4). Resemble.nee in shape to the cap worn by i:i'om, Maoa.~ster, 
one of Molfd~la.?l' s . ~?'Pl(Jri;g party and named by that party in 1841. . 

. Tr,ai,'~J.gar •••••••• (3)~--Battle· of Trafalgar, 1805. 
Trara.lgon •••••••• (l). Aborigina.l. Several meanings have been give:tl,c b,ut ~·:· W.J. 

Cuthill pr~fers nthe river of' little fisl:\" lJ . . 

T~bb•.; •• ...- •••••• ·-~·1). Aboriginai for "worm''. . 

T·y __ .e._.·_·_r_-_·_·s_ .. ·.··· .. ··_ .. _.· .. ·• ..... ·._··.·.· •.. _·.-.·· •••.• ·.··.·._·.·.·.·_2_ ... ···_·_.·· .. )·· .. _· .·A_ ... ··. __ 1.····.·_··s·· .. · .. ·.o···_·. ·•·T• .. • •. Y .... e· .. r·._· .... s_·.· .. · ... .. ... ·.R•···· iv .. er···. a_ n_d 1_··.ak.· e T_._Y .e_· __ r ·_.·_·_ .. ·_.s·._.·· ._ N_._am_.· ed. aft;er C.,J,T_··ye~s.-. 'Warrigal.. •. • • • • • • • 1). :Aboriginal for ''wild" or n:rierc~". , , 
Wa:te;rrloo• •.••••••• (;,). Battle of Waterloo, 1815., · ·· · . 
Mt. Wellington ••• (2). Named by McMillan, 1840, in honour of the Duke ,of !We~ington. 

Similarly Lake Wellingto,p honours the 0Iron Duke''.• The lake wa.tt discovered 
.. . . . and nant;ed 'early in 1841, ~y W .A.Brodribb 's. exploring ;par;ty of ·squatters. 

Welshpool ••.. • ••••• (2) .• Named after ?fir. Patricias w. Welsh, an early resident;··Of 
. ·., ... · ~elbourne (1s;7).:.:a:e managed Batman's estate. after Batman's death. 
Wilson's Promontory. (2). Named by Bass and Flinders., after a bu.sines$ frieJ;lj in 

England. Discovered. by them in their 1798 voyage. : 
Wy Yung.;. •••••. ~ •• (l)• Aboriginal for "wild ducku. 
Lake Victoria •••• (2). Discovered. by M~illan, January 1840, and nan;t.ed ~fte~.the 

... ,;-:: :Que~i. . · , . . . ' . . 
waµ:i.~:Ll":-:·~ , •• :•.• .2 .... (4). First, the name of· a mining claim, and. then adopted for the 

: ;tQW:lls.hip, ~-m .. :preferenoe to Stringer• s Creek. In tl:l.,e old S.oandinavi.an myths, 
r-. r,_.,., .. WaJ.lfal~~ was the. name of the home of the gods. · · 

Ya11ourn ••••••••• (1). Named by Sir John Monash using t·wo a.borigin:al w:qrd.:?, 
:.:;·me~ ''brown'' and· "earth''~ ··. · . .: · · 

~~::::.:,:::~:~i~: !~~=r~: ::~:: ~v!~"· - _ · 
Yitln~r'.•:• ,•·<!·•··· ••••• ( 1). Aboriginal for nwoman". Cognate word to 0 gin11 .• 

Fage1J· •. .::2~r~ · --Chapter--· 5. (con~inu~~ and concludeg). 
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Chapter . 6:~J ••• ·.~ ~ •• -~ Q Th·~: Stag$-c oaelr' ErE\ . i~l,'Aus.t~~a •. 
. . .' ~he: stage.:oo~oh '1fas a .·part of the Austr~li~n scehe'. .f9~.·~ :i1tti~ 

than ·a. cen·tury, · - 164 years t to be .ex.act 1 from a· sma+l ,:begtn¢:.ng in 1821 to a 
quiet f'ad.e-out :i.n 1924, having reached :t ts ·pecik of bport·ance . Q.ur-il;lig the .days ·ot the. gold rush,, from 1851 onwards,, . ' ':· . . ', ' . . ; ·.·' ,·; . 

. The stage-coach could only begin to operate when th.er:e· 'w~re separate 
plae~s ,of sa:ctlement:, some distance a.part t with :people. needing' to' travel' .from 
pne place. '.to . the otherJ:lo . Sydney alone" :founded in ·17~, had no need of. OOBfches,, 

~. 'o/ile' coachea were. mainly passel'lger vehicles, _although they · carried also. tl;ie· 
· · ·· :royal ~iJ.~ and such . a.· va1µable 'commodity liiEf gold·, but they could. never be a. 

, :~~'J;~sfao~ciry. means .: t~:e· tre.ns,po.rting. the more buJ.¥Y produce of !arms .from. the:· 
ci~unt;ry, or inanutaot1.J.rad . goods. from the towns 0 . ; ' . ' ·,· . ,, . . ... 

· The first orgs.ni~er· of. public transport in Australia. was'William 
H:ichland who9 in 1814, a.dvertized that he wa.s operating a. .11Common·stage· Cartt• .. ;. 
from Sydney to Windsor and Richmond, via Par~jta. and. Baulkham Hills. 

T'1e .. first .~tag~~eoaoh, servi~e .·.proper .. was ·-also:. from Sydney .. to . 
Pa,ramatta, . beginn~tng. in . By 1827s. the following· Qoach lines, as well as .: 
others 'l:vid .bee1i e~:-i;ablishede ·.· · 

.. Sydney to Liverp0ol .(21 m:fl~sh .. ·· ~.' . sydli~Y t~· Pe?lrith (3.4 miles)'; 
Syru1ey Camp'Bellt~~~:n ·(~4 ~~.es); · ··· .Sydney t.o .. w~4so:r: · (:;6 miles) o 

In .. early ·1a301s·, M~ssrs. ;Reilly a.~d' I_reland. in~ugu.J:•ated the first 
ex11:::A,ltlQ!d ·oqa.ch-7Se?:Vice'.~ ll~()&Seirbating a· 'stop OV'ermght, When .. .icht,;jy ran .a regular 
run Sycliley to Bathurst { 132 miles) , reaching Wentworth Falls ai; the -end 

.-.o~ th~ fi:z~"s.-t a.ayt" ·· . . .·.. · ·. . · · .. · . · .. . 
-~· ... ·. .··' '. '.rh~. tirst c.o~ches,~,J~i.ght:er than the lateri'ones.~. were ~.mpprted.from., 
E~land.,,.: T;t>.ey were.- ~awn .. by· fo~ri: horses and carried from seven to. n:tne people.~. 
In the l8~0's:,· some of the coaohes.~were·bu!lt. in Australia~ bu~ .late;r·on, in .. 

:the days of Cobb and· Co, bigger coaches :·were imperteq from Amer:i..ca •.. The· 
~rtand.8:rd Co'Qb ~n9,. Co.. cc;>~c}l, heavier; and built· to . stand. the ·rougher going in 
A~tralia. . ~~ in America, usually had teams of: six ;to ~ight. hors.efJ, an4 c~:rried 
~~l'tle ]?ass,engers, s.ix .. insidEt and siX ·outsideo' ·However; ··~~ere w~r~ so~e much 
bigger OOaQhes 11'· such . as the· Gr.eat J.loach of .1861 and 011waI-(l.s r wh,ioh l:).ad . t'W°elve 
~ey . hor.ses;} {Uld ca.rrie4 ca.bout·· ·twenty- . pa}Ssenge:rs• The. fij:st · :Engli.sh Q:t';i~k,et .. 

· t.eam to y:t.s -. it ·Au$"Gra.lia .(1861-62): used the Great coach ·t.or the whole ~fits· 
tour. One of the members ot this team was G. Wells, f,athe~ the fci!noµ.s 
novelisd; •. H .(! G.,, .. W.el:ls.. . . . . .·.·· · . ... . .. . . . . 

.. . ·.'An· .· bigger, coaqh was the·Levfa.than., which·: wws pulled by; 22 :~orses'.,. 
and· was sa~d .to have o?-rried J1$ many as :90 ·passengerfh ·So maµy :Teins ~1ere 

. n~ded;.: that .qne drive~ ep1l].d.· not· ·manage them: all and hf;td tij. -~~ve. the. he.lp of 
two ass;st~t·a~ '+ · .. · . ,'.C• .,: .. -, · ..•. ·. ·:· .... • .. ". , . · ·. · ..... , ·.'.' .. •.• 

. : .. · 'I.n Australia., the .s:t~ge-coach'.will- always ·be. a:·ssociated .. il:l. 9ur~-hi~toey 
with the··:n~e .. 'of the; +1rm,: Qobb and Co·1 although'Freeman··Cobb-'himse.t:r.·w.~s;·Q~·. 
involved here for three or four years. In ~853, Freeman q9bb1 .John.<1-'~~·g James 
Swa.tlton,, and J.ohn Laml:Hitr, a~l .from America.,-· importea>ooa~:ties·'rrc;m Aci~:C~~a . .,l).d (·. 
opened ·the Melbourn~ ·to ·. Sanc;l+,~dge ·.(Port. Melbourne) . rtin~ . and ·.the,})·· ex~en.aeq. .· '.f;~eir,. 
s~rvJ.ce_ to the Vioto.rt~. g~ld.·fields. The original parl~ers .. made.,a :tort\l.."le 
quickly and sold out · their interests in 1856. The bus·inesa changed. hands four 
times before_ it w.as a(.1qui~ed in .1859 by' Jame.a 'Rutherforde''AJ.exander. R·Qbertso?lr· . 
Jo~ Wagneri Walter Russell Ha=:.1(still remembered through .. the· Walter and .E.liza 
~all Institute), vlillia.m Whitney· and Walter Bindley. The name of CQbb and. Co~.~e;· 
was retained" . 

In 1861,. the firm shifted ·its headquarters tram· ·:a-e,ndig? .. in Victoria 
to Bathurst in·. New South vlales. ·In. 1865.'t. the firm 'begari · o;t)erat.ing iµ q~eens!"(· · 
land, anct soon ha~ .a n,et-.t1o;rk of lines throughout. that. St~te:, ·. ~ut ii;., neve;r · 
e:Ittended. its se~ces· beyond the three eastern States :of Y:ictori.a, .. ;t'Tew .. south:; 
V'lales· and Que.ensland,, . . . . . . . · . .. · .. ·.·.·· 

. It n.iust.: not be forgotten that there were other firms such ~s :Hewa.tt ... 
and Co, wh:i.eh· o:p$ned the firs~ stage-coach'. sertice·f:rom Sale. to Melbou,:rne, ,, 
exactly one hundred years ago (1865)0 ·· .·. ... , ' · ... ..· 
. . . . Some . of ·the CQaah-drivers.- were fabulous · fipea, ' one of them being 
Ed~ard Devine· .(or ucab.ba.ge-Tree <Ned), . who '.'WS:s se1eot~d as the driver or· the 
Great Coach for the English. cricketers of' :1861-62. ·For: a long . time he was on 
the. coach r.xn f1tom Gaelong to Balla.rat~ De-vine died at Ballara"c. iJ:?. December, 
1~09, ~;,rid is .J?u.ried in th~ .. Ballarat -·eemetlGr,\, ' · · · · · · · 

The .. rate of travel wa..~ ... app,ro:d.ma.t.eq,_.six .n:t~.les an hour, and 
~~60 70 ml.as a d.ay. . , .I , . 

'\.'·, i~: :: 
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One of the hazards of coach travel, particularly in the gold-mining·days, 
was the danger of being hel(i1'la.!?::·:~d;.:-~~ob'bed 'by; highwaymen. The most famous occasion 
of this soI't was the h~lQ.~u;p .a.~ Eugowrfl, R()(;ks, near Forbes, N.s.w. by the bush- 

.. •ranger,-·.Gar~i:O.~ZJ; ·an.dhis gang,.· ~;u: .. ~um~',l?6.2.:.. . 
.: '.: . · .. ··wnen ··the 'days of .go~d ~tf)g~·lo:·l>·•·replao~d by the era. of agriculture, it 
was· the ·beginning· of the enci"for the ·coaoh.~s. ThE;y were no match for their new 
rival, the railways" 

·In Victoria,,· .. th·e. ·.:t.aIJ.d. .was taken· awa:y: ... fr.om the· squatters from 1870 
onwards,. and cut up into :~1:i~·a:)..·~c· blocks. ot'..;~;20 a.ores each, for selection. The canvas 
cit:i~s, of the'· miners Pave 'i~j· · ~o a r~al. oommuni ty of thousands of small· farmers. 
The peat railway-building era. followed,: .in the late seventies and in the ed~ghties, 
and the stag~·coach·was "};>ushea .. ·out to· the· more remote areas, too sparsely populated 
for a' railway ·service. The last coach setj'ice in A'Qstra.lia was that between Yeulba. 
and S~a.t? in Queepsla.nd, and. ~-t;·· clQ.sed ~wn in 1924• 
Th,e Sale-Melb.our;p.e Coagh;:service. -. . . .· . 

The· historical, societies .. of '.J:r~iion, Mol.'Well and Moe. have combined 
to celebrate ne11:t mo~th~ {Sep~ei:J1~~r ·1~e55), the inauguration of the first stage 
ooaeh. service .betvreen Sale and Melbourne, 100 yea.rs ago;. 2nd .. September., 1865• 

The first township established in Gippsla.n~ was Port Al'bert .. in 1S4l, 
closely followed by .·the :first .. :.inland· settlement ·of :Flooding .creek, now. 'known, as 
Sa.le o The ·.main ·9on.tact .: Gippsla.nd · had 'With the ·outside world· was through Port Albert , 
because the ru~ged na,tu,re iof the count.ry, and the huge swamps of Moe. and Kooweerup 
ma.de. ·directf ove;rland. communication with., Meibou;rne uncertain, difficult·, and 
sometimes impossible.. · · . . . . · . 

····Certainly, there was a 'track· of sorts .aa ·early as 1848, ·because in that 
year, ~ev., F:rano1s E,f~les t:r.ave~le:d en horseback a.long it: to minister to the 
scattered· pioneer~ of Gtppslan~; .. ·~nd ·ill ·th~ follow.:i.ng. year.: 1849, Bishop Perey of 
Melbourne·, . aoaompanied b~ JU-s .... PerfY., ,tr~yelled .. : :the same roads·. and bridie ·tracks, 
sometimes by vehicle a.no.· somet~~s ·t).n. por,seback. . .. 

A roa(t good enougit'. t.9 · tjke.· .. a. · Qoaoh for the. whole distance from Sale to 
Melb~~?le·· was not completed. t111 · 1a~5. ;:The·· bridle tracks had been ·widened, ·. and · 
brid~es. had .been built . ove:t<~he de~per .:stree,ms •. , ·Th.is road, · sttll known in p~s. 
as ~· uo~d .co~~h Roa.Q.u, :p~ssea tnrQ~· tp..~·) .. it·tl~ villages .of Oakleigh, . . '. .. · 
Danct:enon~,···Beaeonsfi~~d,. ··:Pak.enh~, ~~~p, .~i;b~s.k:y .. Creek~ Brandy c.ree~,. Shady ·C;'eek, 
Moe, ·Moiwell· ;Bridge, Tr~algqn~ Jlo~eP.al.e and Kil$~, all .of .which became ·coa:ch 
staging-places'.· . · . ..... · . e. · ••... ·.. .. ·... ·J · · ... ·.. · . . . . .·. . . . .. . · .·. · 

'The· route differed slightly from that of the present Princes Higtiwa.y·e, · 
For example, it passed four .. o~. five :.~lef!· north of the. present towns of Drouin 
a.nd v~arz-aial, ,:tending to st~c~ to t:P.e ·ridges. ap.d higher. ground· to avoid. the· . · 
morassa,s· ~f the lower.; flatter ;country-. \il~a.gul and. Drouin d.id not ·exis~ in .1865. 
The: ··important place in that area· was ·Brandy Creek. Later, when the· railway oame 
thrQugh .. 1877-1879,/Brandy Creek.w-as cµt· .. off, .: lµld withered and died,.while the new 
ra,ilway to'Wllships of Droui.:r;i., t;a.r~agul.~··Yarra.go~, Tr~algar, Moe and Morweli, 
start·ed and ~rew. . ' . . . ' ·' . ·' . : .. · { . . .. . ' . . . ' . . ,,' 

· · .... · · -, . .·. B·efore ·1865, : it· .' took. se . !Je>µrs. to. g~t tb('. .. malls .. through : from · Melbou±n(g · 
to Sale''(l3l'.miles), but -:- o~oe t~e··rqad was ~co~p~~ttct, this· time ·was out do1'm·:~~· .. 
36' hours·· :and later on,, i,il.~the .seventies, i~. wa~.rfurther. ·reducecf to 22 ·ho~~s. ~n 
summer and:.·27 hours ·in win~er. ·. · . . .. · . : . . ·· .. · . · : · . . .. · . . ·' ··• . : .. 

The first coach· siervl.ct . in . Gip~land. was started· in 1857 from -'Sa.le to · .. 
Po:rt Albert by }1essrs. M~ad~ ·and .·Cowan. B;y- boa.~ding·. a s:t·eam.er there·, people ... fron(· 
Sale could get . to· Melb()ttrne ·. iD. 30 4ours, ·p;rovidin~ all' went we·11 and th~ ·a.teamer 
connection was mad.e~· · ' · ·· ··.· · · · ·. · · 

At. first glance, ~t wqulQ. tJ~em, tl'lat the. :new coach. service overland to . 
Melbotirne; w1th'its: slightl~ long~·~. tnne·,. for the journey and· undoubtedly less · 
comf ortabie .·. condi t~ons. than. tb.<9 :St'eB.m~. cFuic\ .. · .Proytde., .. would not present J>lUCh ... 
opposi t-ion for· th.e ()ld~r·. service:- Ho.w~ver, i.P.~:re was the traffic from .the inter..:. 
vening ·tewn.s to· be considered," and in many µistances, extra travel time at the· . 
Melbourne end, from t};te po~. t9 ~be final d~srt,inat~on of the travellero And when. 
the co:aah time, was ;reduced to· 22·. :P,o~a, tpere was no longer aDJ' question as to 
which was the more favoured route~ · · · . . · · · ·· 

Cobb and Co ha,d ta1pin. ov~~ .. .,tlle .Sale..-:Port Albert run by 1862, -·aiid in 1865, 
were confiden~l:r ... advertisfng'.thei:p-. ro'llte :~s quioke;i, .. tban the Sale-Melboilrne coach 
route which·· began Jn. that y~.f?/:~ .. · ·q~ .-$.atur~a.y, ?nd. ·September, 1865·,· .. the fOllowing 
notice appeared :tn .the nGi,p¢.land Time~·'' o~ ,Sal~h .for the,.f:i:rst tJJne~·t·elling the 
people of Gippsland of the oommencem~rit .. of the new all!""coach<route t:o Melbou~ne: 

"Hewitt and C.o are. now:··prepared:.'.to' 'donvey 'passengers. overland to· Melbourne. in 
36 hours~leaving the Club Hotel,Sale,eve:cy evening,Sundays excepted, at 60 plilmo 



peath. l.1' a Coao& · · 
Dr_.Henry HaddeJi, .who ·was.the.first doeto;. to. __ Pi•crti~e at vi~lh:al'la, was 

.. f()und dead . in . the. stl1ge-ooaoh .. _ which w~s ·travelling __ t; _ .. -.--._ · lbou~e. to Shad.Y 
er.eek on the .night ·or th~ 29th.»~ay, 1869-• When·· the· ~~q~ re:s.ched t:ne· inn ~t 
the. CrO,liJ~ver turn-off, :tb~- pas-senger~- a.U.ghted to ha.Vfl· ·$upper tb..ere. After a 
time., it. was noticed that the, doctor. ltad not oomEvtn,·:.:.:aJ>.<i l'rhen a s~arch was 
made;, ;tJ.~ was found de:ad on the flOO)i Of the ooa.bh•"~p~~ent~, he had died 
of . a heart attack during the journey and his ·body ht'l.d slumped. to the floor .. 
when the others alighted. It was as a result of this incident that one-ot-the 
lamps of the coaches-.· was so placed ever .. after.wards .. ~at it~ b.eQna · ahono 
thro~h: th~!fil'l~()W>*~~-9 ··#).~. ~aqa;· · ~i-.u..p>t:q~·,i:~t.rior. D:r. __ Hadden-was 
buried .-.~~- ·'t1~~ ~~;&.. Q~~e~,,~ . ~t .... eek-• ';iis·:;~;e~d~t~:tl~~ ~.Ul:'r~unded __ by · .. the 

.bush,ts sti!rl the;ter1.·marld.ng· '· ·.• ' 'b'lt·t~e·.:sl\;e--·of.the·oemetery. 

. , .,,I,n.1:the "q.ippsian4 ·Timesn for ·J;he 22nd. June 1877.1 there is an' arti.cle 
en?citle,d~ 0A G9od-.Shak:ing-''·, copied ·from :.:the "Argus", and describing the coach 
trip from MelbQurne tQ .·.Sale and back•· In and on the ooaoh, which :left from the 
Albiqn Hotei, Melbqurn:e, .,tb<!re were __ si£:;: passengers_ in all ·- the l-r.rit_er, ~wa, 
l~d.ies, •-.a r:ailway: worit,r, -~ :·~ ca.pt·~i.n, and a general-store-keepe:r·. Here . 

. . · ;are. the ·Wl.'i t_er • s commentsL .. ori. . the journey: . · ' ·· · · · · ... 
·11T.he jou~ey was_ fairly smooth up to. Bun#ip·· .. wh~~h we- __ . r~s.eb.ed . 

. at 8•30 p•m~ but the next.·section. ftom B~ip t}n'tough Br~ay. Cre~1tand. 
Shady ·creek t·o· the Moe Ri'\ter" was ·te~~bl,e. Yc:>u do not sit· through it,; you. 
dance throtigh ·it• The :next:~: 40 mil~.~~,wer<t, not. so, bad aeJ' t~e terrible 
middle section but still rough· enctugb .trayelling, until. we reached the 
pretty little town of 'Rosedale~ a_hd f~;nal,ly Sale• At _Str~tford,; the hotel 
is kept by· the one-time renpW:n~d pµg;tlist, Tom Curran. Two day:'S lat~r,· w~ 
left Sale on ·the return journet at ·4.00 a.m •. reaching .Traralgon at· a.oo , 
in time for breakfast.· The d.rj.ver .. was. Tom Plow, the l;)est whip I have 

· shared the box :ieat, with~ 'Tlle :r:o~ · oount:ry was again. tra,,.ersed d:u~ing 
the hours of'. darkness, and we _reached the :Albion at .s~oo~ a.in. after a 
journey of 25 hours"~- ··· · ·· · 

A Tribute to the Horses"'·-·'. _ . . . 
The kerosene lampa :. of -~the eoa.ehes '. coµld do '_l:i:ttie to lJ..Biit::UP the .road 

·· · :=-:n:being travelled. - One _ tra:V'e·llef of· ,.~hoEJe tilll's · -~. the .... ~rip ,. __ fr:om ~ale to 
Melbourne, with_ the coach 'tra:vtr£Jing .. the·worst seetion, BUllyip.,.~o Ca..:rmibal 

. :Creek, during the ni·glit, commen~ed ·that nit· was not ~h-~. fl,. ve. -lamps. :·t\~at made 
this· ni·ght-travel possible, ·but. the fin~ii _intelligep-t· horJ$es". ·. : .,•. · 

. ..- ;J .. C,·· 

'rhe Morwell Historical Sooietx News , Volyp;e 4, '1965) , 
•-~·--····•·•··•-''-'' .,'" ,.·~.·< ~~· .: ... G • ·L.. .. ,·•· _:, :·~ • . .".", , __ ·,n~-<-·-,.,.:~~--"!-A-'''~'-"';~/'f'-•--: 

By November.1865; .it seems, Cobb and Co tiad~.tden'".oy~r th~s. ~e~~tt 
line, or else the two companies were co-operating, becau~;,EJ'~:-~hay were -adVf1rtisin~ 
jointly, offering morn;~1f -~lld EtY"e~ng ooaohel?.-. le~v~ng __ .d~i~l,1 for_ i:~elbo\lr~~t:. the :: 
fare .for the journey beintf:.t;;-10.0~ Abou.;t. tllis_ t.ime.- ··tne-···aavertisements for 
coaches travelling to Port Albert· to ·connect w:tt1r the ates.me?'$ there, ceased 

: . to appear. ·. . . . . . · · · · ·· · · · · . 
. This: new ooach service plying directly- between Sale' and. Melbourne 

meant a decline in the im.portance of Port Albert, but_a new· stirring of' ltfe 
for the townships along.-the coach route. ·Rosedale became a_ junction for_ the 
two routes, Port Albert to Sale, and Melbourne to Sale. Iri' m:rvember 1865, the 

. Rosedale correspondent for the uGippsland Times"· re~ort~d: · · 
We are in ~eat ·glee here respectillS' the .coach tr~t:f'ic, which seems 

to be taking ·very :well• and the starting of .a s:ie.oond goaeh next weak will 
probably absorb nearfy all of the ··passenger traffic, ~nd will no doubt be. the 
means of llia1d.ng our little tol'in a bi.t. ·•ore lively .than it has been lately" • 

' \,: 

Howeyer, the e~~ch services along the main roads in Qippsl~d-did not 
.last very long;_,they w$re k1ll,ed by the· railway,Sale to_ Melbourne, commenced 

. in 1877 and co~pl~ted i.n 18791 but a.· number of spur routes, sueh as_ from Mae 
tc)Walhalla, .and Omeo: .. to Bairnsdale· continued for many -more years. · · 

... , · · The historical societies ·in: Gippsla.nd _will ·celebrate the passi:ng ~f a 
hundred. yea~s since_ the;. beginniug.· ·ot · the Sale-Melbourne. _coach s~ic~ b~-'the 

... re-enact ion. of: ·portion. of_,· the journe;., - from Sale to Moe· - on Saturday and _ . 
. Sunday I: 4tho and. 5th. Septem.ber 1965. Their coach will travel from Sa.le to •. 
}.loseda,le (if. miles), ~~: Tra,ralgon (31 miles) .on the first day, aud th~n,· from 

'Tr~ral.gon to Mo~rel.i (10 miles) and Moe (20 miles) on the second day._ Civic 
receptions will be 'held at each. of these towns and the coach will: be 'CJ.river.( 
,~hrough the main streets. · 

Melbourne to Sale and·J3aok,··1ITT:z.· 
•• • ,. -· : - ' ' • ' '.' •• ~ <' ...... 



Rewitt ·and· co. 
·: . . ·:~Li: . · . .. .. .. .. . . . , .. ·, .. . . 

The· firm of He1dtt".)and ~oo which pioneered the. fi.;st .. overl{Ul4. corµl.ee:tion 
by coa:ch.fro;m,.sa+.e -~o Me~bourne,. consist~d of. :CYl-"ls He¥itt and. Ge~rge Watso:i;i •. · 
The 1.;i.ne beo.am~:a subsidiary. of Cobb and ~o;.'·but ·was still ·run by the old finn.. 

.~~s:~ ....... 28 •. 
T'ita·· ·11orw~ii H~et()~icl;tl Societi Ne~s, Volume S:·· \ lfili:il • Chapter 6 ( cgntinued). 

·Horses or BUl:lockS~ 
· L.(7)tter "f.ritt~; b;f.·rirs. F~Ji.¥iok t.o he:r. m!t:heriYll(j.858 describini .a coach 

journey; from: Port .. · Albe.rt · to Sale. 
We started again a little befo.re .eight o'clock and ·in due time reached 

nThe .Hill. Top", .a large inn .!heJ;"e ·the horses .. rest~d ·previous to .crossing the 
~Q~asa, wli:i.ch ::ts ... the .~and :(lifficulty on the .journey •. A.bridge began the·way, 
l?>:u;t· we stu:Ok· fast at ~~e fi~st plunete into the· mora.s~ ,an<l after a. few .ineffectua+ 
.eff.orts to drag out· the vehicle,. out Of which most ·Of the passengers had alighte4, 
there was only one horse that would attempt to pull it. One of the leaders lay · 
de>w-;n, "nd• was,witb,.diffioulty·, induced to. get .up, and ·'the two sha~t horses 
t:r.e1Jlbled. viole~tly .. and could neither be led nor· d+'iven to pull. At. last "{;hey 
Dla:dE( 9~e m,ore fruitless effort and. the leader again lay down .and one o~ the 
~ft borses also.. Some bullock: drays were passing, and four bullocks were 
detached.to drag us ~ut; but it was.griavQus to.see how the poor horses had to 

. be .~logged to'·mak• .them rise and get out of thte way. A ·nwber of:·people on··'.. 
horseback had assel.llb+ed aJldJhS:ny af3sisted, but thed;our bullocks soon settled 
the matter and dragged us in. a li.ttle whil~ through the worst part~· Ami now one 
more diffioul.ty rema:i:q,ed, whiob 'W'as .. PUJ:!t. ~ane.1.: .. and .. there .:was a long consultation 
ho:-1 some dreadfW., mirJ', w.et> plaC<e waii to, bE! ~ossed, and at last we drove 
completely into ··the' water and went alongsat~·sfaotorily until .. we· .. came to.the 
root of. .a. tree wh~oh cal,\gllt ?n· one ·Wheel,. ·i:ewo gentlemen .were riding through to 
point ~he best way' and at la:;Jt the;· ·horse.a ~a~g~d to get, the' ·-Wheel over th~ 

·root .. , and then w~ .were. soon ~l,lrougli'-'.tli~: wat~ anP.call difficulties were over,. 
We:, rattled• int·o Sale at •.. a. gr~a.-t pa.9:e an~,drove·,up. to the principal inn, dis~· 
turbing the congregation assembled.at church. 

Earlx Transport in Australia •••••• by Geoffrey Blaine!•. 
The guest speake,r atJl?.e C,qaoh,.Centenary ... Dinner,.·:held. at. the Grand 

iflinetion,Hotel, Tra:c-alt?;~~' SaturdS:y .~venine;, 4/9/~5, was .Mr. Geoffrey ··Blainey, 
a ·lecturer in ·:a1stoey at .)'.hsil~ou.rne ,U~ve~s,ity. ·l!e gave a most int.erestine; 
eiddrestt. on ctransport $nd travel in ,the early- dayfJ? of our history •. ; · ... 

Re ·poi;o.ted out ~)lat.the stage-coach, pr:i~tive and· inadequate as ·it seems 
to us ··today., was the· rolls-royoe of ·our pioneers, .so .much so, t'hat only the 
moderately wealthy could use it. The fare of.~3-10-0 fr~l1l Sale to Melbourne in 
1865, ~pµld be thti eq~valent,-in today's values of £25 ·or £30 single fare. 

• ·~or.t,ra.vel, the.·ordinal'f; man had·. to ·d~pend on his own resouroes, which 
mig~t · l1lean :riding ~ horse., or· simplyvw'alking. ':1:h~~e • were some tremendous feats 
of ·wal.Jfj.ng,~ ,pne example· given being the walk .. 'lf .... George Morrison (of Geel~ng 
College· tame} across Australia· from. NortJ:f to· sou_~~~ ·I~ was not uncommon for 
Pe·Op~e to. wal.k ... f~om. Sydney·.to Me.lbourne. SomEt·rminers ..... \.T~lked and pushed. ,a .. wheel 
barro'fr'J h()ldi.ng· tl:leir ,possessione '.from.ione ,gold~rush ·~o .. a11other •... Camel trains 
wer~ used over .la~ge a.reas of Australia, .:for~g. a very important part of our 
early · transport seJ::Vices,· :mostly in our · dfy "·,;regions, .of .. course. 

Bulk.cartage cons~ituted a'.real problem. which.was.only partly splved by 
the bull,ock wae;o~ and bu,llo.ekt dray .. · For G!ppslandl with its muddy, difficult 
roads, the bullock dray, being more manoeuvrable than 'the wagon, was more 
generally preferred. · 

But the oost of transport was prohibitive. In some. pl~ces it .. cost £100 a 
ton to Ol!trt: goods ', J.00 mJ.J.es.; and while wool and. gold were ·suffi~iept.ly yalu~ble 
to s·ttind th.is., other primacy produce 1'as not~. Only· areas n&a;' sea .. por~.s ,pr ri.ver 
po:rts:. could bed.ev~lo.ped., for··shipping, then 'as now• .. · .: wa.s a ... oheap. and· mof3t, 
sa.t~s·r~otory mearus of· t.ravel -and transpo~.~ T~s fact . under~ines. the . impe>rtanoe 
Por1( Albert was tq Gippsland, :and: the reason for developing lake and river 
transport from the coast to Bairnadale and Sale. . . . . .. .. ... . ..': ... 

The coming of the railway brought about a revolution in oill:'·eoonomy and 
accelerated and extended d~vel,op~~n:t .in Australia. .. · . .. . ·.·.. . ·. . . . ·· ,. :· 

Mr.: .Blainey '·gave. one', pariJC;t\~ar. &,Jt:.wp,ple .of. the: use·"Of' the wheel-barX'OW,lt r.' 

The mor~ ingenious,. like a.. ·ch~ari'ter known Jae, ·Russian J"aek, .. invented a .. s·pe.~ia.l · 
kind .of wheel-banow with:.1!he load." ~~nly abov-e the· wheel,: making. the·pus.lling 
of the barrow.:· a. lot easier·.· ·on oU.6=:. op9asion,. ,Russian, Jaok· saved· the ·11ve·s ot· 
two men . whom he f otind eX}.lau$ted, :-·a,nd dying of. .tb;i.rst, on the track, by dilmpirig. · 
them into his barrOl'f and wheeling ... thelti : to safety• ;'. •.. . .... _. - "°"·' ..... ,. ' 
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Glenma.gg.ie,, l\Hll. •• ~ e , "J"'. Clley:ne e 

Sale & · •• uCobb & .CQ·~'.{~obertson;! & Oo)o 
Sal· ·e· t.o.· · Al. b .· .....r.. n· T· ·· '\'\[ :r.r • ·· eJ.·v.• ••• o e ·.· .• .1.:c-1..~nz~el/J 
Sale 'tb and Newryo ..,$J.,;;_Fisherc 
Heyfield £1.taffra.., •• ~ ••.•••• J~e~ K:l.ng., 
Sale to °f'Taffx'a.,,. e •••••• "'. ,,·_oJ o Clut')So 

"'·~·"·""··'-''J.+ ..... uv Tanjil ..... ., • .., QAo 

feeder services co:nnecti:ng moxo 
so:n,e:?. advert-ised i11 January, 1883: 

the coaches 

fSta:rt1sd abou·t 1~30 
p.,m., -'Ghe The rou·to was 
along s·t o Kilc1a jua·t as is 
today o A hotel called the :l.n ·Chapel Stree·t, ju.a·t o:ff 
Dandenong Road , was a a ·~he coaohi11g 
days() .Afte~~ came and towering 
trees(' A~ Bun.yip? both coaches a:n.d <lrivers were changed for the next sect:!Jonr 
a rough zoad to Brandj''· C reeko- l:.,l:·cm Brandy C.J:eek to S:l'.l;ady Creel{: the 
road was so two had ta.ken~ 
r. eaeh . ...., r 1 P,t··. ..,,,"'-,.~i;:!'IJ''.'0~· b•""""'1'"·"''"'"",.t..· !·Ta. C!" ·t· ... "l .. c.'!")· a·"- 11·c-n~~ 10. R' @.·L ... _-_,,..e1::1.·+.· ~VJ.V'-<. - vv..._..,.....,....~- . .J- .. \::>(;J.~,a!.C..~V ·wv v. Q.J:~v.;.,,,., '1 -..·v~~v· L.1- _.v,i.. ~u 

overlooking coaches and drive:rs were again changed: :tm: 
the trip down the bridge~ ovcJ? the 
winding eourae of the Eaunbed Hill.s to the Bridge changing sta.tio::i.., 

Aft er this the o.onlYhrJ we.s n:tore open and the sme,ll town where Duncan 
Campbell~ squatter, kept the Hotel 

. ,,wa;s pa.sse,do The:n. cams Rosada.le, an older and large:::- town, and the f:b.1aJ .. 

.. ·· ~ang;)1g-pla:ce of all lras at the ~va:te1;.-rcse:t')ve at K:i.l:a.any, 1i·:hance, 
goincr:+1:a¢1,bcen ·a ·rough l'un· of eight weary 
Sale·'~a;t .;4~,();q aon~' In this journey of 22 hours or more~ from 45 to 50 ho1"ses 
were used, lrith four-idri~;ers'~· 

hours for the coach t :-d .. p,_ .Sal.~ to Melbourne, iio be reduced in 
summer and 27 hours in winter., The coach left the Club 
Sale, a·c 7 o a e ml> daily, and ·was due in . . 6. 
on Sa·t"Lu:d:l.y, when of d.apa.1··ture was the sam.e but a stay wac made a:t; 
Shady , the journey e,bou.t 6930 aoin.>;j an,d 
Melbourne :r.eac.31.ed 

road,·a 
~ or 

f'or tho coach "i;·o pass ov·~i... Good. ·aJ~:em.en 
Jche road 

• B 'Yet er roads and 

Roge:J':'S 

was Mllt Tom Shoesmith nas on tho 
M:i:'cohell ·took the coach a fftage fu.:c,t.hc~ to 

Mat employed en Tanjil :run, had a 
:reputa:l;:ton as a skilful d:river11 William IL. Keast was a Cobb and Cc c1river~ 

. took t}J.e fi:rsJG passenger .. S -'co s·hringer is. Creek (W'aJ.halln.) e~n·c".. 
distan·~ o The were so 

passengers had· to be paek.,~:iorsed :for a stage, while the w:i:bh di:ff:ti:;ul 
·drew tho coach, Temple·ton Moe ·i;o Walhalla; 

Tooi;gabbie to Walhalla, Wallac3 f?.:om 
and a. crosscut 

.t.r..::,~~-.1.1..;;;;1.1.i..<;.#J . .;.1.1. iJrnre 
coach, and later sti.11., l:ras 
Wh:l·h e was driver on 

The early coach-drdvere were as· n1e11, courteous, 
skilful, ~11d resourceful~ and no danger or difficulty could daunt 
theme The first· ·to a coach :t,.igh'.t through frc,m Sale to Melbourne :ts sad.d 
·to have bean on road were John 
Bhodes $' 'N'ho dzove from Melbourn.a ·to Bunyip, George Redman, Ma:~ Hole and M:;d.; 
Thorl:rl;o:n;i flats $1 a veey d.l.fficult stage o On the 
mid.dle at Rey::'1olds 
Hunt -were no+ab.l,e d:dverso Th~:: lt:rtter also coach from Melbourne ·L;o 

was 021ly section 
rail. e Sale, T 0:1 
Tom Plows a.f~cex'11ia:rd.s drove the Sa.16., ... Port 
employed. CQbb and 
the Sale-Por·c AJ.bor-c 
Sale·:..Be.:ir11sdale 
distan:'c A 



,(Remi~JJc_en,ces. W):'itten bx; the late Wa.llemr Eim;i.}l. in 1223) •. 
The object of the writer of this narrative is to rela.te the happenings 

·tha.t c8.m.e v..nder his observations, and to give a short history of events that 
occurred between the yea.rs 1874 to 1933, in and around what is called Yinna.r,toda.y. 

In Augu.s-'.; .1874, the writer, then. a. boy of eleven, arrived at Scrubby 
Forest with his father, mother, brothers and sisters, from Narre Warren. Scrubby 
Forest Homestead wa.s·situa.ted a.bout a quarter of a. mile from the spot where the 
Yinnar Railway Station 11ow stands, but there was no railway in those days. There 
was no main Gippsla.nd line, and the nearest store at which one could obtain 
provisions 11as at Rosedale. 

Scrubby Forest Run was bounded on the north by Ea.st Middle Creek as far 
as its Ju.ncr!;;ion with Billy's Creek, then along that creek up into what is now 
known as Jeeralang. The western boundary was the Morwell River mending to,the 
south indefinitely, since there was no population then in the J eera.lang, Budgeree:·, 
Mirboo _and Gunyah hills. There was no-Qne .to raise any question about boundaries. 

Scrubby Forest Hom.~stea.d. was the most southerly habitation in this 
distr~ct, there being ;o.o settlement.of any kind. in that direction, nearer than 
Port Albert, which at .that tilne .wa.s the se~po:rt :for· all the inland towns. It was 
the· only port by· whioh -machinery,-- _stores,i--and sll_goo.ds were brought -into 
Gippsland. 

It was in the latter pa.rt of· 1874 th&t Mr .• O.P.Whitelaw cut the brldle 
tra.ck which still-bears his name, and whioh was the first-means of direct commun- 
ioation bet'"ween Sorubby Forest and Port Albert. - · 

Hazelwood Rttn, held by the late John MacMillan, extended from Maryvale in 
the north {that is, from a little south of where Morwell now stands) and was 
separated :f'-rom Maryvale Run by a.two-ra.il fence running east and west, crossing 
the Ridge Road about one mile from the railway cutting on the Ridge. 

E;azelwood Run was good gwazing country and carried a large number of 
cattle in its rough state, as well as hundreds of kangaroos. It would-not be an 
exagge~a,~i9nto say thousands of kangaroos.-They were undisturbed and unmolested, 
and some _of yhe old-man ka1lga.roqs would hardly get out of _your way. I have often 
gone round_ them when lralking rather than run the risk of them turning on me. 
Round about where the Hazelwood School and Hazelwood Railway Station now stand 
were their favourite spots. When a mob started up, others seemed to rise in·all 
directions. Many a good kangaroo hunt I have had a.t other haunts. 

Dingoes were numerou,s, coming up to the houses even in the day-time. We 
referred to their howling at ni.~t as Uthe Band u. 

The nearest post-office in those days was Morwell Bridge. My brother and I 
would be ·sent, generally once a week, for the mail, which would be delivered . there 
by Cobb & {Jo's coach, every day from Melbourne. We would get. the neighbours.• mails 
also, very willingly since it often meant a little pocket-money for us. 

!he first selectors to·ok up the Hazelwood count_ry. lfaturally, they preferred 
the land .there,· because it was less heavily timbered and cost less to clear a11d 
to get into production. 

It was not long before there were quite a :f'ew huts scattered abou·t between 
Scrubby-Forest and Morwell Bridge.- the route most often travelled - and twards 
what is now North Hazelwood, then called Bennett •s Creek. 

As the_ families began- to arrive, the next important question .was .. a school. 
A meeting was held at ¥.Lr-e John u. Heesom1s house, the selector of the block of 
land on the rise across the road fro-m the Hazelwood School. The result was the 
first school in the district, at Hazelwood. Ea.oh selector with children of school 
age contributed so much either in money or material. 

:f.iir. Heeaem undertook to erect the building for £6. The building was 
36 feet by 18 feet, with the teacher's residence of two rooms attached. The walls 
were yellow-box posts, squared on two sides. Pug, obtained under the surface of 
the soil was mixed up and put _.in between -- the slabs in a - wet state. When this 
material dried, it made a good wall, cool in summer and warm in winter. 

The roof was. of sawn shingle, carted free of charge by the writer is father 
from the sawmill at Ea.glehawk (now Glengar:ry) near Toongab.bie. · 

The writer often wondered in after· ye,,$rs, how .. a.ny man oou.ld get the posts 
and the ti-tree slabs, put up the walls, -and jlut f;loors in the teacher's residence, 
and erect two mud chimneys etc. for £6. _(There was- no f;lo·or in the school when it 
first opened). It goes to show how scaroemoneywas.thenand how muchwork one 
had to do for very l:i.ttle money. _ . _ 

The scarcity of money prevented people from improving their holdings .• 
There were no public works,: either by the government or the shire. To get a little 
ready money, selectors went sho-oting pcssuaa ·up till about 11 o'clock at night, 

.. pha.pt~L..lo " ...... ,,. ••••• ,. ••••• The Histo of 
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Some . people who stayed out. all ni~~ wptl.ld 13hoot s~xty Q~ .,sev:,nty p()E?JJ~~~, One 
would ~hqot while anoth..er. would.'skiif·t;It.:.~q-:3$- .. n:Ci(unO:ommon to· sea iis ··:many ~s · 

. six in one tree~ . . . .·.· ..... ·.. . . . < •.·· .· . . > ·· ..•. · .. · ··.· .. -. ·. ·.·.. . • . .· . .•. . .· . . . ' . , 
The. write:r.~ attended the. ;.school · alr~atil'' ment.ioned. He wa~ the .. only .. one 

who rode .to school, although some ha,d fbttr·m±le~ ·~o. 1v-al~ •. ,Thi~. epµoo,1 .wa.s· pu,ilt 
ab()~t the~.year l876, .or early vhe ·fpllowfng iiJar.··~he· first tea.char· was .Mr. 
Ne~e:on :frout:Winnoondo, near R0se~al.e •... · .. :.· ., '·. ': . . . . . a . • • • •• 

. In ier17; when the matn: Gippsland line was commenc.ed, many meJ:k ie!t . :their 
blocks :and went ·to work on::·&i;.., · •' · · · · · 

.. S~e. of the· firs~t;';Sett.iers on :the !Iaze~wood side o:t Middle Creek,. and 
who .rem~ined. ·.On·their block~i. ltelf(l .. : . John O'Hara., ... a· vary·.ea.rly serttler; Jaµies 
Mcl)ona.l.d;, Jolin s~il.cocl~J: ·Fi Amiet ~en~;: Wo Da;ty; · P. Applegate ·(at Eel Hole. 
Creek); anQ.Mes$lrs~·Jfo,Farlane; ·Matthew;Nadenbqusch, Bolding, Sh.aw, and. G. .· 
Sillcoc}c, .~te:n<J;ing ;to Bennett ~s Creek. . . · .. . . .. . . · : . . . :. · 

.. John MacMil:tan, first the.holder ot the Ra'zelt-rood Run, became· the 
owner of J-!azelwood·.Estate, ta-h:tch. is ·now a.Soldiers.' S~ttlemen~. '. .. 

· •. : .: , My te\the;ri···.Mr •. George /Firmin, lived on tho Scrubby Forest· s.~4e of t]le Creek. He was elected a councillor of the Rosedale Shire.· After a severance, ha . 
waa .e~ect;eq.. ?-:·.'i!l'-m~~r·.of. the. Tra,.ralgon Shire, and was .President fo~ one t~r.m. 
Af;~(t~ ;;.~ 1.'~t}ler .' s~ve1Nanc.e, · .h,,a.· :~be:c~e a member .or the·. Morwell Shire c ouIJ.cil. 

· .·,~,:·:l1Irl) Joh.n:Qt-iigley .w.~~·~-·~n~tiher ·well-known and h~gb.ly respeote.d citizen 
and was ·'1 J.P. ·for a:numhe:}i .. ptyears. Another early ~Erttler was Henry Wicks, 
who was fortunate enough to select land on which most ;of the township and the 
railway : f)3tation now stand., ~ .· 

1 
. -. < .. .: ...... .. . •..•. • . . < .. ··... . . · . >' .· . · ·.· . 

. ·Other select.Ora .in · .. the ~scrubby Foresir region ··.ve1•e Mes:sr~. , W. Francis, 
a.nci .. Joh,n .. Ccµiill, and- on .Billy's Creek' G. ·r1rmin jun., David Suliivan, Ricl:l~d 
Richards.,,, .and maµy; ot'nera.: . ··· : · '.'.· · . · .. · . . , : :'.: ~- 

-. . .. : ;:.\Ont.he west .side,:of:.the. ~10rwetl It±yer~· f,~remost'·:.ariiong. the 13ettl~rs:·lr~ 
~-Samue~,:}~a~:-of j;he.:.Me;rton· Rttsh ~·{now called: Drii':fie1a) ,· l'th() ·:ror some ~ears 

was ·• -. ~~mber,. of. the :liorweliL:rmii~re c·ouncil s.na~:3also a !:.J?l>··, and s ~t on the. bench 
at:;#ie c·ourt of Petty Set:fs.;U>M, Morwe:Ll,reglllarly, until his advanced age, com,.~ 
pelled him to retire. . . · ·· · · 

Me.::J~:rSt· •. ·.Wh:itllol:.ty, D.~~ Williams,.·.·n. Jones, J'. Dow, and Th.Qmas ~op1cins, 
a.11 ·s~tt~e!4. Qn th~\.~1fl:starn::eide·~.of ·the Morwell· River 'froni Dri."tfi~ld up~ · · · ·'· 

Writson was the original selector of· the·· block of. land on the oppos.ite 
side of the river from the old b~Gter•factory site a1;. Y;f.®ar, and Thotn~~ .. ,ifalsh 
came next , higher up the river. He also t>1as a no~ed 'fi~e in. 'his ·day, ~~ing a 
councillor · in tl;le, N f.3.rr~~aft\ Sl!iil'e, and ~ls(f:.~ __ J .•. E;k;.LS.:: .. : : ... ~. :1:.::~. · · ·· · - .: . · · . . . . 
· .. ·"· .: .. tn tlios·e .. edri~/ · days·, ·:-th~~-~-~·-_·- ~:ti~·s no ~ket .. tor. ~oduce. other. than that 
whion·wa.s consumed ':tn t~~· qo~~ry~ /r.~e,.'. .. export .. tra.4~,1~ad. not started. on ... one : 
occasion my father ;.a~.nt a J~~ad:'9f, :P~I'~ . .' by, 1).~±J.Qck: w:~g9n t9 Da.ndenong iMarket, a 
distancEf of eighty·'ll\il~s .. bY ~:r~~d~·)ny:.'.tt~9., .. prq;thers:.· .tr~V:elling with :them •.. The·d~rip 
occupied about 'two· 1.feeics;, · ···'. '· .•.. ·.··· · ...•.. : .·· · ·.· .· .· ... • ... ·. . · 

·About tl:le year.:'.1~9-:-SO·, :set.ti,e~eiit :b~g~~.,j;.a. ·talte ··place ·in· the;:be.ck0• 

country ·tawa:rds ·Bo.ola.rr~,· Mlrboo,. ~a~in,. and, :#:~th.er. south at• Jhlldge1'ee, : · 
J eeralang a.'10:)3,ingimtatri(? ~ .. :·s~;m.e of. the .. e~;r:I~~$t .. ; ~~ttle:rs · in. the; J3oolarra area, 
and Who retained th.eir lan,ui· !ta;;-~· M~ss;r-s., '.1'.'·e~~una~ ,Am,iet.-, .. \ Ball, ;~imro.se; : .'· 
Kelleher, Gleeson and others:o . ~··· ... ·.· .. . .. . 

In Budgeree·· were. Mrs,,,···~~liott.·, .. Mr~ Mor~ll,..:··?-nd Me,:Qs?!s• .... Grant., .. Ro:r·· ... ··: 
Brewster and, o·thersn Down .tn,e·.~!~d<l;l~ Cre~~- lt'~r.~ .. the.A~PPC!31l~r .I.l~thers, whose 
land :was handed .down .. to :t,h~w, .. .from. t'.h,~ir ~~the~~: .~heC?o~iginal·,·:ealect.or·:·there was 
Mr. M.·k.Nelson, the f:l:rst sobool-teach,,~:a:- of tl;l.eJiaz,~l,~Qod Soho:ol, who .:had a 
desire to take up land,··but' sold ·out to Mr., Dep~;l.e.r'"'se.n.• oth$l"~·seleot·fj.rs in 
this locality were John H~,esom and GeQ~ge Fi:rmin:-e;en.,(wl!ose l~nd is now owned 
by George Bonar and s .• A~Colem.an .of :{J~vinia Park (Yi+!~. Raee .c.ou:rse) ;and others. 

· With the ope~ng upo:f thet.Mirpoo, Boolar~a and:Te.rwin coun.tfy .. oame the 
neoes~ii;y· for·· .tra.n,apo;-t·' faoi+.~tie~. 1'he .first. tranapo~ of stores and require 
ments· *as by bullock t·eam(l Then began an agitation fo~ ~-.railway, ·11ith the 
result that a. line .. was. Quilt in 18~5 t ·and. ;th~ .townships : of ·Yinna.r, Boolarra and 
Mirboo North came· into ;exist·ence~ , .. i, . . . 

. ; The ,first. btiiiq:b1gs and :i:esid.~~pes .. in Yinn~r.w~re·John Quigley's store, 
but9h~r's shop, bo~~diilg'house and win.e.,.sa~oon at,:.:ther.nQrthern end o:f\tbhe towno 
Carrigg Bros·•: geri.era.1 ·store, .owned by· .'.t'J;ioma~ ,W~aP:.i· was ;t):pposite the':li'ailway· : 
station entran_ceo. It. wa~ later b~t. dtrilni. :7(i:Q~l:·:H:o~1el was built·· ;and.,owned by 
Henry Wicks. The buildllig adjoining Mctarlane 's g~;rage, where ·Mr•·.·& MrS'., · , 
Carrigg .sen.· '.teside.d,, and, a tew oth~r;:· :privat~ re~ideness, sprang :up. la.:ter. 

· ThE) . sq~,09~. ~:as.: built .. long befor<a the, :railway station l1a.s thdUgh:t: of, or 
the line ait.,}l:~r~ ~T~e 1'. t~r~t'; aett.ler~ pet.:i.t:tpned for a .school for their . ah;lldreno 

1'hit Y~~t~;·:tvt~~P,~:i;?~' ~l)S/lti tut~ .. ·wa$. built . ·~.·· ltttle later, the bl.oek of· 
lan4 be';l.ng ,dona~·Ef~.:}'::V .~r·o.J~eQrge ~~rmin sen •. He. also the land for the 
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Church of England (st.M~tthew's) ,which was buil·t ~n 1887. There was· only.£20 i;n. 
hand with which to erect the Mechanics' Ina ti tute when the building was starte.~ 
and a bank overdraft was arranged, the :tru$tees, Messrs. John Quigley, George ,_ 
Firmin a,nd S.A.Coleman acting as gual:".antors.to the Bank for the overdraft. It 
was quite a burden on their shoulders :for,a number of years imtil the populat 
ion increased.and people.became more·prosperous and ~here.was more employment. 

The st.arting of a sawmill. on the western side of the Morwell River 
opposite the old butter factory site, by· Messrs.· .Edney, Patterson and Stone, 
opened up a large tract. of country extending to the old Mirboo Road. It was 
a timber· reserve and t~e sawmill dr·ew its supplies of logs from this· source 
until it- was cut out. Then, tnls country was made ~:vailable for selection· and 
was· ~8.ken·up for agrioulturaland grazing .purposes. 

I should mention that there were no blacks on Scrubby Forest whenthe 
Firmin family arrived. The last of them had disappeared ·during the occupancy 
of previous·. lessees. 

':Chere wa~a ~mall grave•yard of two graves, securely fenced in a nice 
little grove in what is.now Wicks' paddock opposite the railway gates leading 
to Scrubby Forest llomestead. One was a child's grave; the other was supposed 
to be that of a. stockman. In later years, these graves ·were ruthlessly 
ploughed over and· t:tie spot .obli~.era:t;ed. 

There was another grave near Billy's.Creek. It was that of William 
Hi~lier, a.previous part-owner with Nicol Brown,,.of Scrubby Forest Run. It is 
said that Brown and Hillier quarrelled and divided the run, Brown having the 
part between Middle Creek and the Mor,well River, .. while Hillier had the area. 
lyt~ between Middle Creek and Bill.y•s Creek. Thes.e two men were the fir.st 

· oo·oupi·ers ·of Scrubby Forest. Brown I knew well, and .a his.tory of his .life 
would ~every iµteresting reading. Hillier.had.died before we arrived and had been buried near his hut and stockyards on Billy's Creek, in what is now 
W~· Bond's ·paddock. : · 
: ' .. · · . Today (1953) there are not many left of the· pioneers who first took up 
land here about sixty years ago, but in many instances, their sons hold the 
land. that they cleared and worked. 
Scrubb! Forest and·· Yinnar. 
A~icle ill the "Monell Adv9rtiser and.Gazette", 12/10/1932• by Walter Firmin. 

Scrubby Forest comprised.all the country situated between the Morwell 
River and Billy's Creek. There was no southern boundary. 

Nicol Brown and William Hillier were the first occupiers of Scrubby ... , 
Fores,t, having acquired it from the Governm.ent by tender under licence ~s .a 
run, in the year 1850, ho.lding it till 1869, when it reverted back to the 
Govf!rnment. John Shiels of Rosedale then took it and held it till 1874, when 
he disposed of it to George Firmin, who retained it till 1885, when the area 
that was of any use for grazing purposes ·was made freehold and taken up :Qy:. . . 
selectorth· Scrub by Forest as a run ceased to exist, th:ere not being suffi'c.ient 
l~d left ·to be of any·use as a grazing proposition. When George Firmin gave 
up the licence in 1885, it was never taken up a.gain. . ·. . .. 

·when Brown and Hillier occupied the run in 1850, it was a wild place~ 
The blacks .were troublesome·. Brown had a hotel and coach-stables. at Sha\ly_ 
Creek and· grew· hor.se . feed at Scrubby Forest and carted it down the road> t'~:f 
supply. Cobb -. & c.o·'s coach· at·ables. · . 

Eventually, Brown and Hillier disagreed:, .. and dissolved their partner...: 
ship, Brown taking the territory between MoWell River and.Middle Crf;ek, and: 
Hillier taking the portion. betTrteen ~4iddle C)Z'eek and Billy 1 s Creek, which was 
.known for years among those connected with the run as "Billy Is Side0.. Hillier 
lived in a hut on the creek bearing his name, die¢1. t~er~, and:wa.s .buried on 
the" ba.nk of the.creek. The· hut ·:remained standing for some· tim(;), and there · 
were also the remains of a garden, inolttding.goosebe~ry bushes ~nd a ft).rze,. · 
hedge,whioh Hillier is said to have planted aa·some protection from t}+e bl~ks- 

Brown served a prison sentence of 19 yea.rs,· 1868.'t() l.887, for the murder 
at Shady Creek of William.Laughton,· a young.mailman. . _ . .. .• . .. . : .. 

. Selection at Scrubby Forest di.d: not · ~omme:nee Un.t·il · John Shiels wa.'s .. ii'!, 
pos$es_sion, and i,lis son, Frank Shiels1• was tl).e fi~st selector• He took a . · 
section on Middle- Creek on both sides, of the'Juznbtik Road. in .~he year 1872. . .·. 
James M9Donald wa.s ·.next, .' and seen atteri in 1874, George Firm~n took .up land .• 
After tl1~t., the rush for· land .to.ok :·pla()e. James MeDo:na:~d's selection was on · · 
the H~~elwood side of Middle Creek ·as :t;-e~~·as .·on .·~he Scrubby Forest side. 

. ·:·.:··:.T~e writer, with his father. and ~rother1··arr~ved. at. Middle. G.t.ee}c i.n 
August 1~74, e.~ r.oute for ,Scrubby Forest jus·t ·.across ~the ·creek •. (The other 
members,. ofJ~he fanti.ly followed later). We were unab'l:e to cross with our. 



The . Morw.ell. Histo.rical. ~o~ieti News a Volume fh (1~6!j)... gc ~~w..JJ•~ 
bullock teams carrying . o,~ .. provisions .·a~~t·:•§.ll~~Jllen:t, .~s. the.re ·:was.\.no .. ··hitaae:~for 
carrying a vehicle. we· managed· 'to patch up temporarily a broken-down horse"'"'. 
bridge, and took across a ho.Jt~e,, Q~r;yi~.Y:~~··:: l;>l.aJ)kets and ·tucker o For>ttie./night ~ 
we made for old Scrubby Houeie;·· about a· mile distant on a hill, clear 
spot on that side of the creek. · 

. . .... lt . was .whi;le .I :was qol~ec:;·t;tng: our bullocks:· next m<>rlllirig that I first 
met .~h~ 'la.t.~·-Ja~; MacM:LUan· o.f Ra.z:elwoOd ''.atatlLon• He .. let·· my: brother' arid, me .. · 
know"iririo ·uncertain language that we were;trespassing on'his property {though 
it was unfenced). It is now the. Ha~elwood Soldier Set.tlement~ ·.I crossed the 
estate .' JllSllY'. times afterwards, but i:f. ever I saw a h~rseman th~t looked .~hing 
like John'MadMillan, I made for th'.~ :Q~a.rest• point off his ·propertyo· 

. Mr •. and Mrs· •. O'Hara., being in. the eplploy of Nicol Brown,· 9ccupied 
. Sc~bby·Forest House: for a num.ber of ··yea.rs;·, and. most of their children were 

,bQ~. ther.e.,Mrs. 0.'Hara. used te>. describe' the .hmfling of the ~r:lld dog~ as 
··"the.band",.··· .. · . · ·· .. · . · .. , .... ~ 

s ···,c:· .... ·At .. the .. ~nd of .ie74 and.. the .. :beginning of 1875; Mr.o.P·.lfhitelaw! ·the 
G,pve~ent surv-~yort cv.*a track which still-bears his. name, from Middle Cre'k 
tR S~QcJqar¢ .. Qr.e~k.{ne>w;;JPos.ter). His .instwctioll8 .'!ere to keep to :tlie· rid~e and. 
no'\; to.qrose an~ streami• }?rOV'isions.for the me:n Were carried by packhorse , from Rosedale. , · · · · 

The . c,onstruc~io~ of the ma~ Gippalan4. line wa.s ~tart.ad . ~n 1877, and 
·some ··Selector.s .. were. glad· ·of .the_·.oppQ+'.tun:i.,ty of .. e~r¢ng - a ... li~.t~e money. by ;w~ork:ing 
on railway construction• The mii?or%tY. of J:be s~tt1ers. had vetcy' . litt.le .. money. · 
There. ·was rio · m~ket f qr prod.Uc~ ()p, st·o.c1'~··/·~~noe .· e-f:reryQne .·grew· .:his. O'illtl• 

My father sen-ti ... ·a bullock 'W'a.gon. load.. of store . p~gs frol'.fl. t?crubby Forest t~ 
;*he J)~ndenopg. -Ma:r;-k~t ..... ~. jo~.tteY· that: took ttw'elve da:rs• Feed bad t~ be .. ca,r:de~ 

·. to.):eep t.h~ .. fif~y. pigs in: good ;condition. ·'Dhe feed was carried in ·~ kin~ .of t.op 
.. '~~t·O~!!Y, . :w~th; tlle : pig$ .. und.e~eath. We wer;e in· 'i~eal trouble· -'when the wa~on· .sat: . 

·· pogg~d -. It .~as wint·e.r ·time;. the country was wet; and: ~e road was o.n~r. a bush 
·track. It was impossible to unload: the pigs~ -·~lO my brother 1tent on tw·o· miles .. 
and foun~ a man with a team to pu:.J.l us ~u.t. Tb::f.s .m~n wa~ busy.~og-feneing. 

· ·Thtf cons·t:ruotion· of the main G:i.ppsland'.· ltne, was a:·big help to usr.~ll. 
The first -s•ection of 'the .. ·. :tine compiete~·. was tha'f; from.,Sal.~. to, Mo~e,~f.• IDht.·· 

. midale -secti·on·was the most diffi<fµ'.:lt,_ wt eventually,. in' 1676, t4ejlJ.ne ,;was 
opened to7'0akleigh; a:nd. ~fter ~om~f furj;he:r, delay.11 oon:tinued tp ),}l,[el~9UX'n~t1.i 
Mill:e:r··B'~others were the·. contractqr~. for<the s,e-cti9n S~le .iiP Morw,11:1 ... and. .· 

-Noonan Brothers fo~. the ttdddle ~eoti~p.~ Mo:rwe~~ l)egan,to.8i~qw;,· .. pz;~<j.u.c., .. 'bJJ.Ytli'• 
·" 

10&e trom''Melbourne; and selectors now foilnd markets . for t:b.ei:t' produce. Up till 
then, Scrubby Forest had been at a dead end. · ,. · 

This district was first a part of Ros.ep4~~ .. ~~;r,e,. :~hen T;~arca.l3"Qn .. Shi~e, 
and finally it became Morwell Shire. The shires h.a;a. not· ·enough mo~ey .~o build 
all t_he .new : roads. requ~red, and often the : ·select·ors ;had ·fo ·build :tfhe~r ~n. For 
e.xample, ~:q..~ peopl.e in :the Mir.boo and Tarwin :.areas· ·joiriecl- in a kind··•~:,;!i*ge .. 
working be.e . to . cut .~ track from Middle Creek -b6 .'.T·st;l'Win Ri v~:r, ·' a.rid ·:1_t o, ·.bv.1~4 . 

· .. br,idge~, inoluding ,qne over the MorweJ.l: Rivel'~,. .·. . . . .· ... · . ') ~ ·.·.· . '1·' L,';' '· .. , 
· · · Soon after 1: the: ,Government built ·a ra:ilway 'line fro~· ~1o:n1eti .t·cLlt~p_op 

North. Thf3 first .oontractor·.:gave up··with.out stiartingr the; .. $ecoha· .ertati;.ed: ... P:Ut ., ,. 
· ·could not finish the jo.b.; and· finally John Robh::::Mnished the lint.{i:rr l'a85/ the' 

first train from Morwell tQ Mir,"boo. Moi:~. ~~g. on the· .. l-Pth., J\:P~i1, 1885. 
· .·. A sj;ate. s·~noo1· w~s built 4t Y!nnar· in ·1~~-- It. w~s ~ .tbat building 

that the. first·· w,e~dUig ·.~~ Yi~ar.· ~-o,ol( .P~aoe. . . . . . . .·. . 
A c·o-overa,tivEr Butter Fapt,~XY Compaily was: ~:~r~_ed-"and .a factory built>·at 

Yi!mar. It was, ~uccelssfµl for. a ~h,!le' after ~ts open:~g in: 16~1,, .but ran. ,into. 
difficulties through some share~ho1der suppliers of milk bringing in skimmed. 
milk and wa,nting high prices for. it. The factory:)vas: -eold .to· Messrs. Wood & Co. 
The pr~ce~fndlk r~ng~(i ~roin 2td.to.7td a.gallori'~ but,the~ew~s n,o~eans:Qf 
tes·ting. the quality: bf' the' mi,lk~ )lfter some'· years, Woo.d & Co sold the ~actory 

.and. it was ~emolished •. !inn~r was: wi~hout ·~ fa.ctory for solfle ye~rs u~til 
Messrs •. stej;)henaon a:t+d. Morley, built ·a faQt.ory :. in the . town; wh~re it is still 
operating successfully~ .· ' . . ·.. . . . ..... ··.··· ·.···•····· ' ... · ·.... , . .· . . ' ' . ' . ' Some of 'the ' cattle used: to•· escape . and '·mx with wild cattle ill the back 
opuntry. Someti~es. tl!ey would come.. .. n~ join the .·quiet cattle and lead ~hem . 
away. Some men made a living-shooting these "warrigals0• Messrs. Frank and. Harry 
Shiels wer~,~xcelll~~t ,hors~m~n,and .. could y~x-g. ,~ll l?u~ .. the. ve;ryi;wi.ldest beasts •. 

. · .... In··,the- early:, days;·'·there 'tter~r ·only half· a tlc>z·en houses between Scrubby 
For;es't; .. ~~ Mo~ell Briqge , .... 1 John O 'Hua -and James ·McDonald 'On 'Middle· Creek; John 
Ma:cMi~~a,n .at H~zel.wood .HomtiJstead; .. Paul ,,Applegate ·On Eel ,Hole· Creek;Peter Kelly 

• 3:-i~~~e .• :quutiY. ,.juiat. ,'Qey9nd;a+id ,F·~.arpale ,Homestead connected ··with ·a ·bush t~ackr 
. : .. , /~~~ • .t.fl~t .. ~Etma::lns ,as a link .with .the .old .days is ·old ·Scrubby House,built 

about 1850, ·and occupied at ,:;re~f)nt··· ... {1~~~) · .. b;t,..the Misses Firmine 



Trafalgar .was the biggea.t t·own ,inc:t~e l9'.301a. ~±th l1oe forging ah~a.d,.from 
then on. ¥e~e are. ·the fi~gtire.~ over a .n~ber :of years: · 
Year·. 188. 182. l.l ·1 • 
Moe. , : ••• ; • N •••• 1$8 ••••• 350 •••• ~ 400 .... , .150 ••• -~~o~: : • ;z()()o •.•• 5.100 ••• • .aooo 
Trai\i~lga·~. ~ ...... 201. ~ ••.• :.250 ...... ooo .•• · . .-lOOO •••• 1:100 •••• 1;oo ••..• 1450 ••••• ·2000 
;Yarragon~' •.••••..••. ~679 ••••• 356.~ •••• ~. ~ •••• ~ · ··"' '·· 650 
Yallourn Mo:rth ·•••••••••••• .• • •· •••••• ·• ••• • ••••••. ~ •••••• 1500 

Tdw.nships· in the Shire of Narra:eana. 
The::tirat list of townshil's in the Shire of lLarracan 1879 includes · 

·~1at·erloo·'(later re-natned Yarragon) ,. Trafalgar, Moe,· Westbury,· Tangil, Narraca.n 
and· Morwell (or .. part of MorweU},. The westerly seotion of the Monell area .-did not 
remain long in the Shire of' Narraca.n,bei.ng incorporated into the new Sl).ire of 
Traralgon when that pody was orea.ted in 1860. It is.interesting to note that.the 
'.Shi:i;e of'Narracan is older than.the. Shire of Traralgon (1880) ,. and also thed3hire 
o~. Morw~i:J., which did not beQQme .cona.tituted until 1892.· 

.By .1885, the ·name of Waterloo had been changed to Yarragon. By 1886~ :the 
list of, townships included Boolarra, .Ds.rliJlnlrla ahd Mirbo~) Morth, all brought into 
being by the construction of the Morwell-Mirboo I:f orth railway line in l885. Other 
new totmships were Thorpeda.le, and the fairly iinportant gold•ltlining centre Qt; 
R\ls$ell '·s Oreek~ In 19031 further names ·appeared -· Allambee, Childers : and Y{i~low 
Grove. ;: .. - .. . ·· .· . . · . .· ·.. . ·.. . ~. · · · . . . : . . . . · .. · . ·: ;. :·:··; 

·>Early population figure:s •. for some of these. oentres .. are intereEJting····~.~~ 
example, in 1885, the ·townships ·in ord.~r of size o:f population were: l"a~~gQ.li,... 679; 
Trafalgar ... 207 ;· · M a~a<?af1 .. - 190; Moef ~ 1,58; .. and Tailgil ... 150. There mus*, iave: ·.been 
some .. temporary reason 'for the Ya?.Tagon figul"~ of. 670 people, . f.or,· PY·.1soo,i .. ~ee 
years later, 'it was down ·to 350. In '1886, Rus.st:ll '::(·Cre·ek had a po:p,#J.a'li.~C?n. <;>f~, 
289 people, and in 1892, there were 300 peop.le in .Coalville, ·and· .;5Q'.in :Mori.re-r1. 

• ~ • ' • t .· - -- • ' I ' • • , ''.._) • 

: There could. have beep fel( peciple living i.n the Na.rra.can area before 1878. 
Up till. that time, the main Gippsland road was the .Old CoaohRoa.d which passed 
through .i;fui~ky: Creek, ·Brandy. Creek, Buln Bu.ln, Shady Creek, Westbury and Morwell 
Bridge befo.;e meeting up with ... O'l.U' pre~ent highway at Trara.lgon. There were no 
townsllips ·of Moe, Trafalgar and Yarragon until the railway line was constructed: 
1877 t? 1879. It seems, teer~fore, as t~o~h it was. the building of the r~llway 
line nthat · led to the· severance of this area ·from .Rosedale Shire and its inccirpor- 

.1 a.tion as tlie Shire of Narracan. 

Cl)..apter, .a .. fl".· •• n ..... •'•.Th$ Shire Of· Na:rracan •. 
The BesnniJu.t· 

The Shire of Marraoan. was .. proolaJ.jned, ·the 16th. September 1878. Elections 
took place, and the first meet:Lng of the Council of nine members was held in Dr. 
Moo:r:e.1s Ha·u., at Moe,,. i8th. Wovember 1878. 

· The nine co.uncillors 0.f· that first Council l'tere: 
lrohn Rollo (President) J ob.n Thomas Hann Robert ·Jiobinson 
Samuel Vary · John Proctor Thoma.s Hume 
J'ohu'Lloyd John Wood Michael James 01Conn~r. 

The building in wh1ch 1;his first meeting vras held, a hall or barn owned 
by Dr. George Moore, was situated somewhere near the east corner of Anzac Street, 
Moe., 'on tne J?rmces,Ilighway of today, and it served also as the f'irst school 
h~use· when a .school opened iii.Moe in 1879. It was .. a \~~~,~·erboard ·building, ,0 feet 

:·long,: 15 feet wiQ.e, ·and .J.ot feet high, with an iron robl1. hardwood f'loor, and a 
ver~nd.~ - quite a substantial building forthos~ days - but it was unlined, and 
it had.no heating arrangements. · 

In Victoria, . quite ·early :i.11 o'Ur h.!Story, there used to b• ·~·· l:loa.ds .a.nd 
Bridges . Department lrhoae functions were Ve'lf1 similar to those of the Co'1)ltry, .Roads 
Board of today. This l:)ody was· ~.sta~lis~:~ to :ma111ta,in · 8.J!J.d. devel<)p the ro~ds - 
and tracks outside the .areas of the local i;OVerning bodies. · · · 

The first municipal governing body that incorporated the Marra.can: ar.ea 
in its district was the Rosedale Road Boa:rd which ltra.s set up in 1869, and :which, 
in ·less than two y-ea.rs, became -the Shire of Rosedale, carrying out very .s:tm:i lar 
duties. The vast area <Controlled by.this body extended· from the Borough of' .. Sale 
in the east to the Shire of Berwick in the west. · • .'··. ·,. - . - .. <r:': , .. ·_- -_·<,'- . -· . - .. . ' 
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MuniciP§l l{ireotories. . .. · , .. . 
The ma.Jn source of information on muni.ci~lities is the yearly Municipal 

Directory. Copies a.re kept ·'by irome mumcipili ties at their official of~ioes. 
However,the most oompl~te sets of'.these I?~r,ec~ori;es a.~ k:~Pt' at.:<:thei·Sta'be' 
Public Libraries -that is1 tliEr La:''rrobe L~bra.ey as· ·re.r .. '±\~ Vi~rf;or1~ .... 
mutl.i·ci~lit.ies ·a~e ... concemea. : · ·· · . . . · · - ·· - · . .· . ,. ' ' ' ·~· '- . ..• . .. ~ 
Montell bt:·l . . .. 

In·th.e ·Mumcipa.1 Directory,. .in the section dealing:·with th.e Shire 
ot Traralgon; the follmring information. is ... given about Morwell: 

0Morwell is a township .of more .~ecent. er~ot,ion than Tr~aJ.gon·1. fr.()tl1 which 
it is distant about t~µ.<.mtles.weet •. 1:.-t:.,:ta~ si:tiuat~d,~()tf·tli:e~ railway, line'; .. 87 mile~ 
south-east from Melbotirne.: .All the ooU?trr round is selected >a,nd improvement~ 
are being· made ·very r,apidly •. ·:nor.well h~ a . post and telepaph office-, and money"" 
order office,. four h'otela and .one bank. The River Mo;rwell ~s ·adjacent to·. the 
township~···Tra.ffio .1'.litb the,.Mi;poo,distriot is carried on• from Mol.'1rella.nd a. 
railway line between these.· _two. places is abou-t to be constructed. In the ranges 
a few miles south, extensive coal seams ~ve been.di~c~red..The coal ie of 
excellent quality and steps are being ':ta.ken to·· develop t}\;ls ·industry. · 

M(?f in · l88ft:l88~.~~ . ·:. . . . . . . . ·. .· .. ·· . .· .. · ·· ... ···· .. ·. .... .. < . . •< .. · •.· .. ·· . . ... 
;,~,ng the ·last year·, Moe has increased greatlf in im,p.ortanoe., iue to 

the d;isooveu ·.of· coal in the a.:rea. In the township, there are two hotels , tll'o 
stores, two banks, a. shire-hall a.net cqurt-h.oU$e, police .ca.mp, .cattle sa.l~yerds, 

·a. MeohS:nl;cs' Institute (~rected in.1884), a. rifle club.ll'itl).-40.members' ar~~e- 
course ·res~rve, a cricket clu.'\), a. oem~t·e:ry and. ·4.\ .. '~h ·(CnuNh .of..~J.and.)4' 

:~Ioe Coal Company (coa.l'\rille). has. offered to stJ;pply the ra~lwa.ys with 
501000·tons ·of ·coal at 12/6 ·a·ton, an.~ the ooail is super~or to any other coal 
yet known in . the Austra.ll.M Colonies•· P .~on. ·""-'•<l P.~ople. 

The· pos.~mis·tress. o;•Bri~n, , she was foll.owed by 
Thomas Troon in 1909, and P. :aambroolf ~n 191,·; · 

:&;able of Growth,. an~.Variat&ona~ 
Year •. , Area. P2Dtion, Ra.ts, Rmmi1, 
1886.~ ••.••••• ago sq. Uliles •••••• 3,500 ••••••••••••• 1/- •••••• £ 5,375. 
1892 ••••••••• 750 sq. miles ••• ·.··1:•.485 •• ······,~,;.'!.•· ... I{: • •• --~£ 84/ .. ',·····~ .. 87• • •. ·· 
1902, • • • • •• • ····5.92 $qt· mil~S. • .·._ .4;;·59. • ~· ~ • • • ·~ '• • ·.: ~i/f-·. • • • • • .£ Vf 

1912 •••••• ~ •• 552 sq. milee ••••• -~-aoo •.•..••...•.• 1/6 ...... £ 7,.·J26. 
l.919 ••••••• ••927 sq. mile~.·'! •••• 7,500 •••••••••••• ,l/6 •••••• £ . a,26!). 
19.~0 ••• • ••••• 910 sq. !lliles. ', ••.• ·.1 .ooo ••••.••••••..• i/3 • .•••• £ l6,83J. 
194!:) ••• · •••• ~ .900 f?q •.. xtdles 8,960 •• ··~ ••••••••• 2/3 •••••• £ 26,269. 
1951 ••••••••• 900 sq. miles ••••• 11,920 •• •.•• ··'! •:• •••• 3/- •..... '1£,.J;l9,0()0. 
1960 ••••••••• 894 sq •.. Jl'.l.iles ••••• 9·,200 ••• ·, ·~4/- •••••. ~£120;;71;· 

The Na.r~ca.n .Shir • ollff: ·of·i the a·;.· 
When .. the Sh.ire . of .. Narr~can·· was.· :es t(;l.blisf1e.~ in.. ~878, +~ had .an .• ~~· of 

890 square miles, ·in which. 3,500 people ltved. Althoush the area to~y, 894 
equa.re ... · mj,.lee.,: i~ < p:pactioal:ly .. ·the same·.·. in siaet. as . ~hat···· in .: 1878,. there. has ... been 

· co?U3idera.ble varia~ion due ···to ·subtractions and additions •. For the period 1898 
~.Q. l~l8. the a]:eta, i~ enQompass.ed was dawn to 552 aqua:re mi+es, In eumtna.17 .form, 
the .. · ma.in va.ria:bions have been as follows: · 
Loss.es1 

1892 ••• Parts of the Pa.riahes···of Narraoan·'and NarX-aoari···south were .severed. to 
.... fo~. part of the ·Shire of Morwel.l., 27/'J/1892. .. . . · .. · -. · ..•.. ·· . /.. . · 

1894•-• .P~ of :the .East and Weet Ridinp was severed "to make part of tne· new 
· · · Shire of Mirboo, 13/4/1894. .• . .. ··· · · . . ·· · 

1894 ••• iCsection of the·lfest :Ridilli·.~a ~td ;Gq it1C~J'l SlU.re;.26/12/1894. 
1906 •••. Anotl).er s~c~~~n· ·of ·the. Wes~ .. 'ltj.~~· w;en~ .·to .·WOQraYl .··.·Shue, 30/f!J/1~06 • 

. ·~~~·:::~r:'!~r:~nu~~h~~ri! :~a:;~ ~~1S:::i;%~!~· 
1955 ••• The town.ship of Moe broice ~way tro~ .. t~9:. N~a~· .~ire .. to:.:torm, a · 

separate municipality, the Borough. ·of 'Moe, .. 2fj/f/1~'55. . ... 
Ga.Hi~<:· 
1918. ·~.,Walhalla. was added to the, Shiri of Ne.rraoan, . ···•·.·[~91fl,··· fp~ a 

~epara:te riding. The number ot ·councillors increa.sed by three (the 
representatives oftheWalhalliBQ!ng) from nine to twelve members. 



. There were no candidates standing in August 1965, i:J.. oppO's1.tian to; 
retiring COunci+.1,ors, _.SQ ~J.~ptiQll$ .. W~~fj.JlOt requi~df and the ·com:t)~S~tio~ Of_· .. ·the 
net.f Cotmoil re~ined tb.e(sa.u).~ .aa ~9;r .l964-1965. l.rhe presE1niv·oouneillors. ·(1965) are: 

.. - - - . . ;, . ~ ,. ' " . - .. ' . - ' ' ., - ~ -, ; . ~ . 

NorthRidiag.:.·• •••:•E• .: J. Keatintf · .. ,"J·x. · G. R. ·M'~~C)~~ll; : J~ ,·-c.: M •. ·)lalfour; 
... East RidMJ.B• ··•· •• :.E~:'. J. Crowe;· 'W. R. Matth~J"Sr. .A. :r •. Gunn; . 

l'{est Riding• .• - .•• ~:•·.,D·~ c. Vaugh.an; ' J)~· :s. Clarke; W.~ J. Bay; 
Wa.lb~ll~)ii,.ding ••• c. R~ :Rawson; H. c. LEto,f:ly; L .• i. Callander• 

1Tesi~ent. f~r, J.964~·19'.os •• ·.Kenneth R. G• Mitchell. 
President ..... fer·.·3:96'5~.l.!G:6_,·~·.De.niel c. V'aurhan. 

·, ' ' " ,· ' '' < ~ ' • • -~ 

North- ••• .- .Ea.ward Hunter·;. 
.. E1st•:• •••• Rob~rt' Stockdale;: 

· Wes:J.~-· •••. Jo~ Campbell;· 
WA~:Li11 •. John J• ·Sheppardf 

· · Frederic~ Ba1ley; · :William Sma.lla.oombe-; 
M~:rt:tnMoGregQr; .James Brom+; 

· Benry·;J. Ba;rvey; John Leviston; 
· 9h.n~c~er I;ug:.am; .· . Geo~ge :V•. Morgan •. 

Th~ .•. 1916=1919 O~~Jln.gilt(:Preeid.erxt1 .1/.Frederiok S. Ba!lei:,)· . 
~ - - --- - - ' - ·- I - , - .. ". j • , , , , , ' •-' ~ 

Norta, ••••• Wiii.18.m Burrage; Frederick Bayley; William ·smail.a.combe; 
East •••••• F. Shackleton; Martin McGregor; James l'ra.nigan; .. , t: 

West •••••• John Campbell; John P. Mahony;. John.:Levis-tori;.~:· 
i~JJ:laJ Js •• Thomas. Noble; Frederick. Grassham; · · t1aorg,,,V. Mor.pn •. · · 

North ••• George Evans; 
East •••• Francis Dickenson; 
\~_est ••• ~John Campbell; 

The · 1909-1910 · cos~t1~ { Presid.ent, ~- •• a§otor: L11ont. ,) 
,_ ' ...... "' ' ·;· .. - '• ,' - '' '. ' - ' 

·"·Hect.or Lamont; William Beek:; 
Martin M .. McGregor; James B~anigan; 

· . · John P. Mahony; Ernest -~. Salmon. 

Tp"e 1899:1900 .. Otl\motl.(:P·rssident·. · •• ·.~Geo~,@ . Gltn' .Auohtcrlonie,) · 
A>To~th•·~.~Jsm~s· whitto~; .; · ········· · J'ohn p,· Maho1lJ; . · Be~ W• Cr;lsp;: 
rJ.afil't •• , •• John. Campbell.; ·Dr.· F~ Lloyd;· · Cha~les H. Wil4.iams; 
!_e~t •• ~.Pet~r.Runter; ·Richa.rd·Purcell; C::eo~ge.g, ~ucbterlonie~ 

~ Jreroert 1iampton; 
Charle.a w •. ·Howlett. 
Frank H. Geocl1 .• { 

Benjamin Stanton; 
.. Ji~es Powell; 
Thomas J. Pope; 

N or,tij ••• J ease Hasthorpe; 
East •••• Robert Rqbinson; 
We~t···~·;.Sam.uel·· Gel.eman; 

......___ __ 

. Perhaps -l'f,e get a 'bej;_~ -: er· conoe.ption ·of·a Council. and its members _over the 
years :;t we, .tu~. a il:um.b•~,· .of ~:e~ate. -Counoile·L at·: dtff erent . periQds in the histocy 
of. tln:' ·Sh.ire~ ~ .. ~·tilig ,tb,e .. 9oUµ(lj.llors wtth the·u; oontemporartea -~ather _ths.n in long 
ool~ ooy~ri~· th• .. · whple. 87. :}/eais 1 although this:, t:oo, is necessary 3llti. _has _its valu 
' ' . · .. · •.. ' The nam~s' pf . t~e me~ pn . the I first Council 'of· N attaoan Shire,'' 1878-1879, a.re 

.. given eleawhere .in this story. By the" time we· reach 1884-1885, only three (Samuel 
Vary, Robert Robinson -...nd John Hann) remain. . 

'l'b~ .l~5 C03a1°'il1 (heisi~ent •.••• ,WilliB.111 Baw~p,.) 
North.~·.Charies B:eri.ry wµ.u~\; l)r •. Ge~rg~ Moore; Jesse Rasthorpe; 

•....••.. ,Tboma,s Walsh; Samuel Va.r:r; William Soa.rlett. 
_:, ••• '.John Thomas Rann; William Bawden;.· Robert. RobinS.O,~·. 

In .. 1Ba7-l88a;; ·there. is ·a ivaria'tiori fu the Jnembe:~bip,. ~o~ the: 'addition 
,of a 'South riding, but• no reasori· {$ a_ppa.rent for .the :cllange.,. and by lSSe-89, the 

·\;Qo:unoil had ·reverted to three ridings. aga;Ln. • 

Jesse Rastho~el. 
Charles w. _Howlett; . 
Frank· FI. ·Geooh; 
J·ohn Gl&renshaw • 

Benjamin Stanton; 
Samuel Vary; 
'f}+o~a .. J. Pope; 
. Robeit Smith; 

North ••• Dr. George Moore; 
East •••• Robert Robinson; 
West ••• ,swnu.el Col.<awm; 

.§..9utb. ···~William· S~t3,f l.ett; 



· 1~91• ~ -.~.F~N!thercote; 1935-57 •• T .K.Sb.~n; 
·. .Bef1' ~angford: 1958 ••••• w. F.; Nel.son. 

5 •• ~J~~~~ha.naha.n; 

1879 ... 1800 ••• Louis Le Gould; 1sso •••...•• J. s •. Ll.thgow; 
T .• w.·:irowler; 

... John P.Mahoney ••••• 1898, 1907, 1916;·· ·J~. q .... ~-t~ ·~:aa.ltou •.• ·194.6, 195.01 1960; 
· · M• M, McGregor .••••• 1908, 1917, 1929 · Edward; A.•~· Guy ••••• l949, 195.5, 1956. 

W. T. Smallaoombe •• 1922, 19;4·, 1942; 
11-'V'e ·. T,prms. 
J.Q)ln Campbell •••••. 1893, 1904, 1910:,. l923, 1927. 
Shire Secretaries. 

J:. Leviston.:~19;ig~· &· 1931·;~" :r·.R.Poweil ••• 1939;1943; 
F,S.Bay1~1•• .1918,&' 19~;' . ·~~C.Mo:rgan ••• 1940,1948; 

· G.V .Morga.n~ .•• ·1920-·(h' 1924r. A.9.Boswell •• 1944,19;5; 
E, ·Bunter~ ..... 19~6··&' 1938; H·.J~Harvey ••• 1947,1954; 
J~J.Sheppard.1932 &_~.J..9,36; ". G.M~Brown ..... 1959,1963. 
Ja.1nes·. B.rown •• 1si33 & 1941; 

187&-1879 ••• John. Rollo. · 1924•1925.· •• George v. Morgan. 
1879-1800 ••• Robert· Robinson• · 1925;...1925 • •• Robert . Stockdale. 

· 18SO-l88l ••• samue1· Vary-• 1926-1927 ••• EdwardHu.llter. 
1aa1..;..J.e82 ••• William Ba:wden. ·1927.;..192e. ~ .J" bhn Campbell. 
1882-1883 ••• Samuel Vacy;. · 192s.;.1929 .... Christopher Ingram. 
·100;-1004 ••• Dr. George Moore. j ·1.92g.;.1930 ••• Martin M. McGregor. 
1884-1885 ••• William Bawden.·. - 1930-1931 .. ~Frederick s. Bayley. 
1885-1886 ••• Thomas Walsh. 1931~1.932 .••..• John .Leviston. 
1886-1887 ••• William Scarlett.· ·19~a""'.l933~ •.• John.J •.. Sheppard. 
1887-1888 ••• Thomas J. Pope. 193~1.934 ••• James Brown. 
1888-1889 ••• Charles w. Howlett. · 1934-19.35 ••.• Wil.liam T. Sma.llaeom.be. 
1889""1890 ••.•• Chal;'les W. Howlett. 19'5~19'36 •• ·.Hen:Cy J. Baney •. 
1890.-1891 ••• Dr •. Frederick· Lloyd. l .. . J.937· ••• John J •. Sheppard. 
;a91~1892 •• ~Benja1nin ~t8Jl~on. 1.93l'r-r193e .• •.Charles F.. Mill$. 
1092 ... 1a9;; ••• James Powell. 1938-1939 •• ~Edward. Hunter. 
1893-1894~ •• John Campbell. 1939-1940 ••• Francis R. Powell • 

. 1894-1895 ... Charles H. Williams. l94Q ... l94l ••• 1'.1erv,n .c. Morgan. 
· · 1895-1896 ••• Dr. Frederick Lloyd. 1941~1942 •. ~ .~ Jrunes Brown. 

1896;.1897 ••• Henry W. Crisp. ·1942,1943 ••• 'William T. Smallacombe. 
1897·1898 ••• Peter Hunter. 1943~1944~ •• Francis R. ~owell, 
1898.1~99 •• oJohn P. Mahony. 1944•1945 •• ~Arthur ·G· Bo·s-well. 
1899"""19Q.o .••• George G. Auohterlonie. ·1945.,,..1946 •• ~William A. Moncur. 
1900-1901 ••• James Whitton. 1946-.'1947 ••• George c. ~is. 

,1901-1902 ••• William Ii. Davies. 'James c. M. Bal.f'our.- 
1902-1903 ••• William H. Davies. 1947·1948 ••• Helll'Y' J.· ~.arvey •. 

_J .. ~03-:1904• •• Charles R~> Vlillia.lll.s. 1~1949 ••• Mervyn, c.~ Morgan. 
1904-1905 ••• iohn Campbeµ. 1949.1950·.·~ .Edwar<S.A• .. Gey., 
1905·1906 ••• William· s. Somers.. t950·.-1951 ••• James·.· c. M. Baltour. 
1906.-1901' ••• George Evans. · 19$1-.1952. ~ ~:a.obert· t~ Trickey. 

· 1907 .... 1908 ••• ·John P·• Mahony. 1952;1953~ ~.Robert. L. :OoWie. 
1ooa-1909~ •• Ma~id.n M; McGregor. 1953•1954~ ~ ~lenneth R. G. !~itchell .• 
1909.1910 ••• m~ctor· Lamont. 1954-1955~. ~Henri J~.·Harv:,y• 
1910•1911-. •• John Campbell• 1955-1956 ~. ~.ArthUr- G. Bosyell. 
1911;..1914 .... Richard. B. caunter~ · · ·mdward. A. 'aqy~ 
1912 .. 191; ••• WJ.lliam .Beck.·· 19;6.;.1957.'.';E!dward A •. ~uy •. 

. 1913-1914 ••.• Philip Cantwell• , · 195.7~ .-;.na.rold. Bayle¥• 
1914-1915 ••• James Branigan. 195~1959 •• ·.n·ariiei o~· Vaµp.an. 
1915-1916 ••• William J., savage, 1g5g-.1960·. · •• George M. Brawn. .. 
l.~16~1917.:••iohn P. ·Mahony. ···196.0~1961.:~~j"ames C.M. Bal~our. 

. . . l,9l7·19lt3 ••• Martin M. McGree-or~ 196·.1~1962·. ~~Donald s. Clarke. 
··191a.1919 ••• Frederick s. Bayley• 196~;....196;~~.Philip .. Mouritz •.. 
1919-1926 ••• John Leviston. 1963""'.1964.~~George·M. B~wn.- 

... 1920-1921 ••• George v. Morgan •. · · . ... ··'· - · , ·v1alter .a, Matthews. . 
.. 1921"'!'"1922 ••• Fl:ed.erick ShaGkleton. : 196.4-1965~ ~ .• Xennetli R •. G. Mitchell. 
·1922-192; ••• wiiliaJll;T. sma.Uao:om.b. · .·19Q5;i966~ •• Dariiei _c. Vaughan • 

. ·.··'192:;-1.924 ••• John Campbell· ... ·_·. ·---.....-...- 
.. ;·.:Multi}?le Terms·• The .follow~11g':held the o~~ioe .: , ;ci President,, two or more t~s: 

Two Te~: .L., ......•.. · ·. · · ...... • ·._ 

Samu.el Vary ••• 1880 & 1002; 
Wm. · Ba1rden •••• 1881 & 1884;' 
C.W.Rowlett ••• 1888 & 1889;. 
Dr. Jr.Lloyd ••• ~890 & 1895;. 
c.H.Williams •• 1894 & 1903; 
W.H.Daviea •••• 1901 & 1902; 
Th;ee T arms,: 

. . ... . . .rse. ir• 21 •• 
Chapte£ B (oont1) 

Pr9sid~~ts of Narmcan §lli.r,e counei~1 



P1·esent · Shire Off'.icers { 12§5) 1 

.·.;:s~eciJ·r~e)it~·.1a;···;···· ••·~f.~Jr~-~~~onf· .. · !ealtli~~.w_.a.·stephens.; ~~~'i.~~"··•D<>B•-~il:J.-&li; 
~ ., .,·. J. T ·~Page; Media ' .• · .l)r •. lf,4.ill1£UBPn; • Wiggins ; 
Treasurer.~ .c.R.La.nglands·; Tip!,a.;_e.·.i•l.Re.nldn; .... I>,, •• (\R.J ~Blaclcer; 
Valuer ... ., •• oJ .K.Biggs; ~ler;s •••• J.lt .. •Mitahell; • (> ••••• "Rt>JoTa.ylor. 

Narraca.n Council EngiQeera~ 
1a79~*~ao •• ~()uis .. Le Go\il.a: ;-:· · 1800•'·~'~, •• ~'.J~.-s.·11thgow; · ·· 

T.W.Fowler; 
1886-1895 •• Ben. Langford; 
1895-1898 •• John E.Muntz; 

Q9]~~~~Ji!~~~~e~·· ~~~~~ orcJ:!tlo 
Kenneth Aitkin (Y~;J.) '. •••••• , •• , ~92(;;;19l!!5; Harold. e .Lacey ( wa;i.}. • ~ -.196~- 
George: .·. A.nst~y ;_ · ·.· (1,). ~ •<• .~.~ •••• ·~1902-1906; Heotor_;tamont- :-,\!~ ~. .•.-~ .. ;t90B-l914; 
George GoA\\chterl•e (E#~!·••1~9Y-190:;; Johh t.erlston ,(\v}.11·" ••• •1915-1943; 
James C .M~:ea.itour (N). ~ .~. ··~· ~ ·~ •• ~945-- Dr. F1:edericlt. 'Lloy4· (1}~'•1890-1908; 
William Ba:wdei+~(W' )·.~ •••. ~ •••• ~. • , 1879-1885; John Lloyd •. ~ .• ·•. -.; ••• • ,~- •• ~ ·,,1878-1882; 
Fre~!l;~Olt ~· Bayl~y( (N) ~· .~. ~ •• ·~1913-1948; Mart.in M-"McGrego:JJ.(E ).,. ,. :,-l.908-1936; 
Harold B~yley · (N). ~.·· ". ~.; •.•••• l,94~1961; Al~ McRard:y :.(mh·... ~-1953-1955; 
Williatn Bedk {u)_ ••••••••• ~ ••• · .1909-1915; John ,MeI~hon.(w).~: ••• ., •• ··•1884-1887; 
Alan Bell · (E} ••••••••••••. i.1955-1957; J·,·o·hn······ .. P .. ···.• .. ··•.• Ma·h.-.'°. ny. ... : .. ::{rf)···· .. •. •.··.·•·•. ·•r•~B95.•· -1901; Albert Jl. Bellmaine (.w) .•• · ••••• j.9~?-1925; John P. Mahony:·.·(w} •• •'*. ·•·19()~-1908; 
Franklin o.- ~iiso11·tw) ••• ·: .. ~ •.• l~9?-l896; Wal,te:r H., Matthews {E}. i•l9fi,-- 

·A.rthux•··G··. Bo.swel1.(W~) •• · ••••• ].936-1961; Charles . M~lls (E}.· •••• -.1932-1943; 
James Bralligall tvl) ~ •••• ··;; ••• · ···1:891-1897; X:enneth. RoG•Mitohell. (l~Y•1945-- 
James Br.)li.gatl (E) ,.· •••.• · .... 7 ••.• ~9()•6.?'°1919; l(illiam Mon.cur (E) •• •:•·19:;6•1946; 
George M. Brown (E!) ••••••••••• 195'-1961; Dr~ G.eorge Moore •• (N) ••• ~ 1881-1884; 
James Brown · ·i~J ..... ." ... ~ .. 1924-1943; Geol'g<e Vo Morgan.•• ~.Wal!" .1918-1936; 
Thoma~ H.Bz-own .w~1J ••• ·.·;~ •.••• ~920-1924 Me~ C.Morgan .. lJ Wal ... 1936•1957; 
Alfred· '. C .. · .. ·- B. udg ... ·:,,e"····.E. '..). •·• •.•.·· .:. :• .. ••.•••. 1 ..•. ·.· .. 90······.•·~ ..... · 1904.· ·.'... Phi.··.··.······· .. ···.· l··.·i······p······_._ Mo ..•... U·· :r·i.··tz •.• • .. ·.·. •.· .Wal ..• • .. ··.·_·- .. --~.-l ... ··- .. 9 ... 6 .. ·.l-.1964; Wm. H.Bµrrare · 'N) ••.• 191~.1919; Thomasdrlnble ~ ·(WaJ;·r~·'IJ·l9l8·l921; 
t:~nfc .. ·a:J;.·land.er· ... (vial···)···.····'·~·.· .. ·.·.:.·.·.····· •.. ·.····196·4-·.·· - Maurice O!ConneJ.l ,{E} .•. ;'1956·•1963; 
Henry ·1,!1.CB.mpJ>ell :(E} ••• '.: ~- ••• ~~94:5-1951; Michael .J o01Co~..nor., •• •• ~·1876--1880; 
John Ca,mpbeU.. (w) ...... :~ ~ ~ •• •• 1009-.;.1937; - :fohn Ola1"enahaw~. ~(S}o ~··It ~-1887~1888; 

~.d' 
5i 

..... = .. r·a,:, :.·!1. r .. · ~'.Jk:::: :. : :.·.:····· .. ··.i····~·i.·tim: i~~m 0 6:~~~~:: ~~ 1::: :i~~::i~~; Donald S•Olarke ... ~w ••••••••• 1.956"'1"- Th~ J.Pope~ {w) ,, .• • 111887·1892; 
Sa.mqel eoleman •••• !w ,,., : .. ~ -1~1891; . JfLl1).es ·Po'trell (E)~· 1~·1897; 

H. e · nry ··•·•·.·.···.· .• · .. w·.···.·····c.· r .. i.,:·s·:·· .. _·.p ·.· ··.·.·._.· .•. ·•.·.··.·.· .. •.·.E····.•·.·· .•.•. ~ .• _,.·_.~ ••.. ·.··.·.--·.···.1·~.'3.··.·9········.2 - -.· .. l ····•·· 90.· .. ·. '.·· ;. Frank R-Powell •• .- •. (W)t>., ••• 1937-1947; Edward J. ·Crowe E .•• ~~ •••• ~1964-- J:olin Proctor •••.•.• :: ••.• , 187$..1880; 

Williarn:H.I)avies ••. w ••• ·.~ •. ~ ••• 1900~1909; .Rc·•.!.· ..... -c ....•.. h- ..... ·=_· .. · .. rn .. _· .. ·dc··.· ..• · .. ·.o· .. _.······P··.·.u·····.·_ .. •.Pur .. ~·_n.~ .... ·.· .. ~.•·.·1'···~ .. l.'.··.'·· ..... nl····~.-.·.' .. ~~~-.-.l·.·.·.)·.:.·.•.•·.···11 ... ·•.··.9a ..•... ? .. ·······.·.··.·.·.~.~.·•·.= ... · ... - ..•. · .... :.·.·.90.···. O; Henry ·A.D~dman.-. .. ,;Wal)~ •• · •••• 1~21·~924; .J.G,L-- ~ il~~v'~" n~ • ~o 
F~a,p.cis '.~.t·ci(e~·on . . E) • •. ; •'; •• ~ • ~3g47~9l0; ;RQbert Rcibinson~ n W} •••• 187~1889; 
Matthew ·Di.Jton.·~-·~ •• W) !.•:lf381~1683; J. olm. R. o.•·.·.···d·····d···· ..•. ·.· .. ·.·.a .. _•··.·.·.· .. _·· .. · .. ·.·.(·.····E .. · ···.'.-.· .. ) •.·.· • •. ·· ··ii>.··.: .. • •· .. ,·.·. · .. i. .~. ·1· - .. 9········2··· .. ·.a .. -.1.·.· 92 4: Robert L~ :bowl;.e ... · •. ~. E} •. • .'. ·• · ~945~i953; John Rollo {vr) " •.••.• '• .• - -~ lBTS.....1886, 
George· l)mnar~.sque {E) · •••• 1880'....188:;; ~.~. r.~ .. - !rt< tni~.·.·· .. ~ :a.3 .. ·.~ ...• ,:.·.· ~.·.••. ~:.:{.~~·a·! J ~.·~.•··.,_··.J.·~~.~~.·.4-9 ..•. -· l.~.· ·.· 99·.·12. 62. ,: George Elt-011~ ~ • · ••• {Wa.J.) • ••••.•• 1925-1928; .c.t•1.1.gi;;i> J.:>.- ..,~~"'-v•.h. ~ ( •u 1... ~-;;JV - 

John English •• _"(E):.,/./ ••• ··• '· .',.-.•1~90-1894; Fred.-ick .Sasse~: ••• (Wal}:~'.1~47•1961; 

i:. ~;1!~_.o. : .. ·.; .. _,;.: .. ··:···}.;{~; .. •.: .. ·.:_::.)_. ~:::.:i.~9. = .. J. §.·· !. ~; :ru= '~~:i:tt::t~~: :::~~~ Frank H •. Ge~ch. C\il •••••••••••• l.ea7-l891, Frederick Shackleton· (E}~l9l6-l922; 
Frederi.¢1''.GraaShlim .. (Wal)··~.·~~ ~ .•• 19ie-1920; :roh:n, ... J.Shep:pa:rd1> 4> ~ (Wal)-~·~192~ .. 1947; 
Alan F,, · G~! ... {E:}d ••••• ~. ~ _.196;,~ ;. William .. Smallaoombe ··(Ml• .1911-1.945; 
Edward A. ·.Gtjt •• (E). -~ :., ••• ~. ~ ••• 19.43•1963; Robert .. Smith •••••• ( S) • ~· •• l.887-1888; 
Herbert R~apt.on · (N).,. h •• ~;; ... 1888-1893; Willi•:·N., .Sommersi··E). •· i903·l906; 
Jobr?. T. llam.~·.Cw) .• ~ !f .• .-.1e.7s-1004; . Willi~.J.Standing .,,lf~-.; 1952...;l,956; 
He~ 'J.H~rv~., (wy.·_.·_ •.•••• \ ••••. 192.5-1956; · . Ben;j~'l. Stanton. i. ,f~ · .. ~ .{1ea7...;1896; 
Jesse Haathorpe ''(N).~ ., •.•• ~-:~- ••• 1882-1893; Robert. ·Stockdale.~--~- •E .• - •• f92;.;;..19;2; 
yr. J ~ Hay.( W) ...... •• •••••••••• 1964.;;.. .. ; - . Hector G~ Stoddart •• (Ji!)• 1>·,•·l95~1!l955; 
'Charles w.nowlett. :{Eh;.,.:·•· •••• 1aa1-1a90; Robert L.Trickey~·o ~(w}~~·~· :t95·9·~;L964; 
Thomas Hume ••••••••••••••••••• 1878-1880; Samuel Vary (E)s•••••""".1878'*"1888; 
Edward. Hunter ••• (N} ••••.•• .,. ••• 1919-1942,;, l)aniel CQVaughan:.-... (w) •• -.1951 .... - ; 

>Peter :Uunt'el'~-.~--~ .·{Jr) ••• ;.,. •r• ••• 1S9~;'..:19<fa!.:. , , · T.J· e~mae····s·.· .. s~r~.··~ .• -t1.·ts~n(~)).:.~. ::.·. '~.····.~:.·:::.:.·,:.:.~.:1.::;·····.·.··~ .•. · .... ·.9·· ... · ;-.,-ll •.. -~ .•. · .•... 62:, 
·:·.Chr······ ·····is·· ... t.·· :oph~;t':lnlram ... ··• .··• · (Wal} •. ····,.··.·.·· .. 1.:'~2 ..•. 6~.- •. ·.·~~5~;.· ~ .iu... v { .. 11 ..... _. ¥ .. ~u jl ;;1v ·. · ··r:ran,oi~' M1iJ~es (wJ •••• ~-: •• ·;~., .190-:;~;i.991.;... Charles n~WilliiUna, .(:~rh'~ ... ~1as2~i908; 

·christ'9pher. J"o'.b.natbne (~) ;~ ••• 1919-1924;. John Wood.~ •• " •.•• ··~..... ·.187~1882; 
'E.dwa.ra· J•Keating' {M) ••••• ;~ ••• 1962~ .. '. ; 
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C}lia:et er 9. •••••••••••• •·. : ••.. ~ .• s.geJ... . Vaa1,<l§JO.-l.9~0. 
Samuel Vary; a~rlving ::in :the Morwell area in 1870, was the 18.St :·of' 

the Morwell squatters. In 1870, he took over Merton Rush Station,~ area. of 
thirty square miles, stretching from the Latrobe River in the north, to 
Wi~d.er.neaa Creek (at one t~e .. known as Bound.a.l.7 Creek) in the south, with the 
Harwell RivG:r ~s its e~t•rn boundarJ', and. the Narracan Creek as its west.em 
limit. In othe~ we>rdf3J, ~he.width of' his'run stretched. from the western outskirts 
of Morwell to ti;l.e ea.s~er; outskirts of' Moe. His land was in the Shire o·f' Ha.rrac~n 
from 1878· to 189.2, aM from. then on, in the Shire of Morwell. 

: ... · . S~el Vary was a member· of the ~µ.st Narracan S}l.ir• CouncU, 1878, 
and he rernaiued a' member for ten years, ho!diilg the . offic~ of President on two 

· oc(l&~iom11·.1sao-a1 a.nd 1882-83. He was elected to the Morwell S:pj.re Council in 
1694, . served . there .. tor fifteen yea.rs, ... ~894 t~ .. 1909,. and was . Presid•nt .of the 

-- Mo.well ~ire Co~c1.1· ·tb.x'ee times, 1897•96, 1901~2, and. 1902-0,. 
. rlhe t'ira~ ~ occupier of Merton Rush Station was Bsm::rr Scott, lEWl; the 

~qond was w.w.l'laUe~,and he, was toll.owed. by William F~leJ, approximate~y 
185~ to 1865, and. then the partners, .hssrs Bourne and Honey, 1865 to l.870. 
Samuel Vary acquired the le.ase of Merton R11ah ·in 1870, paying an annual rental 
of £75 tor this vast area; e>f·tbirty squ.a.re mi.lea. The original homestead 
o~ Mf;lrton Rush Station·~ssitua.tedabout four miles out from Morwell, just off 
_the Drl.~ield Road, near where. Mr. :Sruoe Brinsmead's place now at~(is. *rlle 

.. h~~steads · of . the squa;tters had .to. be near- water, and s.o. it is we find t}$t 
th~. _homeste$ds of' . the holdf)rs. of Hazelwood Station, Mar,,,.ale St.ation,; ~~ton 
Rusll,, Station·, and t~e Dritfield ~ection of Merton Rush, oluster.f)d' besi4• the 
l~onre~l .};liver, . · cl;Os'.e ... to this: b()~da~ line sepa;rating their· stations •.. No·:,aoubt, 

~- -~ "'•-tbe closeness . together was' du49 not only· to the presence of water th:ere~ \?Y.t 
also for oompa.~•s sake and for m11tual protection and oooperati.on. · 

sa.muf)l Vary "'~s unab~e: t<> retain. this large area of l~d. tor vert long, 
... for early in the seventieEJr the Government ref1.1$ed to renew· these leas•s, 

· ·· offelt'ing the land' .instead to ·selectors in blocks. of 320 a.ores for each selectioi1. 
I:tdW,yer,. each squatter.was .allowed the 0pre-emptive·right0 to bey a substantial' 
seotj.on of the property"'he had: been leasing, .and. that is what. Samuel Va.i:y did. ~ 

· By; a. bit of jUdioious "Wangling·, such . &$ getting .the membe,rs of one' a family to 
aelee:t .. land adjacent to the11pre-e.la.ptive :rigb:tn land, or .persu.a.ding.11dumies" 
to select land in their name,.' bu:t· really for the squatter, many of the station 
holders were able to acquire as the~r, personal property, .. ra.tber than. ~e.l.•ases, 
areas of land much more extensive than the· 640> acre-a allowed ·by the pre-emptive 
right provision. Perhaps w,e. OaJl count··Samuel'Vary a.a. fortunate. that be took 
ov~r Merton Rush when he did, and was thus able to 'benefit from •the consider 
ation given to aq'Ua.tters. 

There were no· a.electors .at Morw~ll in 1e70, a.~d few ::lquatters, so that 
"tlie Vary family is .one of .the. oldest ·Monell fa~lies. 

· · .. · Fi.ve generations ago, there t1e;re ;tour brot.lters, Matthew, 'Mark, Luke 
&.lid. John Var:1, living in the t~~PJ>f ~ittl.e ·~riffield, Yorkshire, England.. 
Obyioualy, our Driffiela was ~~~ b,- ·t1~el VSJQ" after hie .. bome t.own in York 
sh;r,e. The name ·."Driffieli.'' is· a ~1)rruptifnl. of _.ntirt f~eld". 

Samue.l Vary was t}J,e ~on pf L~e Vary and E.lizabeth (ne·e Chapman) and 
·when. he.ea.me t9 A~tra.1;a.~.n ~e/·~ildiie~, he pro11gh1i.his.pa;-ents :with him. He 
had Jnarried at Knare$borQUBb, iYo.:t'kshire, Ma~ J~e .Stewart·.·. (184()~~915), a 
member of a fami:t.y of w~avers. Their fourth child, · Aiice Monell Elisabeth Vary, 
was the first white child ·barn. at Merton Rush. That was in 1871, a year after 
Samuel Vary had acquired. the run. , . · · . · .: ·· .... · · . • ... ". '. 

There were nine children in this familY.-.E!llen (boml864}; 
Arthur,1866; Alfred,1868;. Ali9e,l87l; Flqztexice,187~r' C~l~s,1875: .Ff.moi,s,1877; 

.Llewellyn~l879 and·Hugh,1883. Of these, ~e'ma:s ment~on'p~icul.arly.A.ilfr~d Vary~ 
who rose to the rank. of :Lieutenant.;.conuuaiid.er in the· N'ay.v]llld .se:r:Ved :bl the 
China Sea: duriDgthe Box~r·'Risizll; Alig• .. v'-IT• w~o, ~as .dven~'Morwe:U'~' ~i:t .. a 
second. name, and , who was . a . pillar of the MrihodiSt Chl,lrbh ,. here in its ear:tf day~; 
Llewellyn . v~.who was someth~ o~ , an histo:ri~, and. -~~e a. s,e~i~$ of 
a~i~lea, ''Harking- Back", on ·the hi.story ·of ,.~he dis.trict~ for· th~· Morwell Advertia~r 
in 1943; and :Hugh Va.r.1, who died. in.Morwel;.l. in 1963, ~~e last ()f hi.a P.~eration., 
T~e ~ti;er .. 's> ghildren and gl?~P,children ca~ on the ·Jiae····oiYVary·m the Morwell 
district. Hugh. Vary marrie4 tn 1~151 ~ J3ridget Jena.en, ,.a member of another 
old Monell family, a.no. descended. f.roni John Quigley, a pioneer of Monell and 
Yinnar. We are indebted toMrs.Llew Vary (formerly Kathleen Manning of Morwell), 
tor a copy of her husband's historical articles. 



Comments on.the.Dia.a:1 
·----:·-' - ·.·.- ,-- ' ., - i: - . . ,· .. 

. . . . . . The dia.17: was writte?J!.·. 1'1 a. .. pocket•book entitled -"lVIartiliall fs -~~d.i~s.' 
· E.lega.itt Pocket ·,souvenir tor .. 183511, and/it! ·contains .·pi.ctu.res, short :articles, 
. pq~ms t :·etc. as well .;as ca.1enda,r id;or11ation and diary ,·pages-. all~ oasi:. accQunt 
pages •. The fl.y .. ieat shows:·tha.t,~t was?the ,gift .·of "her af~eot·tona.te br?~her, 
\~+Uiam Brodri~b" to ~a.vinia, :S~ett {that is Ha.sell :Bermett ), 20th.Maj;ch, ·. · 
i835:. The writing, in. penc~l, and. done 'Under ver:t difficult oond.it,idns.!is: 

, . ver:l difficult. to decipher~ The. general context helps in th.e deciphel'"irig:: :or 
· . particular. wo;rds,_ but· n~es .do ·not;_ o:a·~ry that adva:rrtage. ·Hence, tp.ere i.s'· a 

· four letter name, which might be ttsa.ge11 or:.·':'Inge0 or· something else,. and we 
have ha.cl to leave it ,fn our trmisQription as: u•ge". ' 

')f:r.. J. cuthill;··who has written much of the'histot:y of Trara]4on, 
.. gives .. this aor:ount o~ Hobson •s ;Journey in 1844, the same jou.rney dealt wi~h in· 

·the Diary: · · · · 
"Edwart1. Hobso1l left •. Wesi;ern. Port ~:n..1'1.pril, 1844, seven days behi:n.d 

a'·pol.ioe party •• ··~ •. had·~. J.arge mob ~t .. c"ttle, .and another, settler, 
name~ .... ~.µgh .. R.eOoll.<ll~ his. oa_ttle. ip, th.Et. mob. S.S·. well •. !fhey had. two .drays 
te>- o~~r,.· tp~jz tCK>d ..• 8Jl<L .... ;t'nts, ... ~ .. ·· even/ then. it,. took them two·· m!J:lths 
to drive the cattle to Tra,ra,la;on. It was a big;. party ot twenty m,en, 
but they still l9at· 249' catt].e . and two hOJt'S~S· On the journey:, tfhV 
would have come right round t:o Port . Albert· and ~h'n ti:f.l,'ough Holey 
Plain, neal,"··Rosedale, to reach :Trara.~on.·.Hobsorr~·s were .. ~be first 
ca.ttle to be: driven from Port J?hillip ·into Gippsland, ~n<i ;r'llne, 1844, 

.·.is .. pQssibly th~ mqst Uiporta.nt:·date· in-.this story of .Traralgon, for 
' it was" the beginning of the rrra.ralgon.we· know today." 

'. . . ' 

· .. ·· , ·? fir·or Elev:e:rai ·.rears .. nowwe<na.v~.~een<t·eying t.9 f:lnd out so•e. i.nf~.fma.tion 
~bon,.;t the pion~•r~ng ··Bennett family, · .. and.. to.· trace 'B.nY ... a:escendents.. We . w.!re sing- 

. tilar11u.ns~ooessful, un·Ul the oont:roversy a]:(Oae re:entlj" e:s·:to_· wnethel:'·''.i;he new 
toWI\). in this area was to be . named Ha.ze1woocf or Ch~chill. Then the !az~lwood 
Retention Co~ittee <t.-eceived· a letter from ·Mrs. Ruby· Bates· of 1tst~Clemetttsn, 
La,monj r~r,et,. qrow~ Nest, N.~.W~, ,wish~ the .. C(Jmmittee sueeess in its efforts, 
*1beoause Hazelwood ... ·was named·.·a.tter .; g gra.nd-.mother 1 Mrs• Hamel. Bennett" i1 · From 
~s .. Ba~'s, we (Jbt~ined the name@ of .two other Bennett ".dese.end~nts<• another 

· ,_ gra~d...,.dS:~tcer, M~ss .J:sabel :.Burdeti; of (Ja.rrum Downs, .. Victoria, ~~ ·a ·.· gr~a.~-grand- 
da.ughter, ltt;~. .. 'lflQ~icQf .• llJ ... c~apman.A:'l'enu.e1y··Glenroyt·:··Vio1\j·oria..;. From them, 
we obtained the . precious .. diary,. ··publ.ished in the. ~~110\fing ~e~._ 

. J:,t:· seeu tha~ ··· the .Broder±~ .. ~d J3ennett fandlie·s ~· l)oth :troni So~e.r~et, 
England., .·k.tlew. ea.c~ ot~er .. ~e.~~, .. to.:r: ... •1f~ll~ .Ad.ams· :tJ:rod.tfrib Sen±o:~;··,i7~t9~lepl, and 
William .. Be~ett Senior"···.raa.rx;i•d.8:ist~:r.-11,. ~d;eno·a Keene and Patience· ,K.eep.•· 

.. ·respectJ.veJ.y. Tbe J3rodr:i2bb ooup~e and their fmai.ly emigre:ted. ';to Tas~ia in 1818, 
when Haze:L, -Brodribb was a little girl, s~ 1ea,rs ~:1.d• · · , ... , . · · •.. ::. , , 
, . . .;t,e. thank· that the Ben.nett~ ~emain_ed.:tn Eng~a,~a,' ~~t · .. tJ:l•~ 'tp~~;r .,J;dest son, 
Will~., ... J3ennett,·· .. came· out :t~ ~O·~· .. ~~·~···.~ro~~~··re].atives' .. itt'.rtt:\~blaAia·~:. al),ojit 1832. 
He· .married .his· . cousin, .. ·Haz:el:Br~~Jtb .(·~he: ~e .•..• wa,s:···spelt .. ".RB.sell~'.'; in·. tho~•·. days) 

.': in .183?:_.~nd eventually, ·:they J;iad a fa.m:tly of·. nine 01).ild.ren: - Keur~~ ~ _, ;bo~ <1836; 
.1'av±ni.a ~. 1837; Frances Etnma, ;s:;9; lrrederica, 1841; JTancif, ~orge, ~843; 

. E-liza .. Adams, 1847; ... Jane : ~ri&.r 184,; ' F·lor,_ · B~cbe, .: 1651 (frpm 'W'h~mltlis Et l\l~dett 
alld ·~·· ,.sh.elt~on a.re des:centlea); and· Ed.Wa.M<>vfil.liu .Oharlef31• .... lB53 .. · {~r0m .. 1fhom 
Mrs. Bates>is des·Qe·nded)-i · . . · · · · · · · 

App~entl)r, th~ Benne'f;~ t~mi~ left .Tasinania 1n 183'8,.···•.seeking .land, 
· first> in. s9uth A~trai;&; ·.:and ~t'~' i11 Victoria! .\Olether. they suooeeded or not 
in ., ~oV-t}1;A~Ertr~µa.,, W~··dQ not···l(n.QW1. fo.r the next record We have o:f tllem ~s·the 
:P4ary aepoµnt or· :t4ei:r: ven~ur-e .int<:> Gipps~d ln 1;844·1 tQ take ~P Hazelwood Run. 

At"ter. +e~ving Hazelwood. i1+ l6QO ,. the llennetts went to a . property '.in New 
· South·.wale~,. although, at the .. en4 of their lives, they ·ware liying in Krneton. 
vi.o-t~r1a •.. l?oth ·'William Ben.nett, ~~14 ... 1~7a, ~ Ms wife Bazel (nee Broetribb.), 

· · . 1a12•±892, ... ate buried. ;.n )h~ ·~~$ton .c.e.-eteiY.. · 



21/4/1e44 •• •.• !JTh~s morning we left B~runa in oom~ with Mr. Bobson, who 
l1as ta~~ o~.~tle ini;o Gippe. '.!,and. . .- .. ~he . party consisted .. · of himself and 
three ... m,~ll.• 0,urs, .... Wil.J.i••···. ~$~l,f ~d>·five .·ohilL\ren, .. the··· bulloclt···driver, 
his wife an(i child. We .made abo\lt. 11 miles this day•. 

Mrl# H. left .us .in tj).e.ev~ng·tor Melbo'tllme1'dlere he was.obliged 
to ... r.eturr.i. ·.· business •... Next m.o~ingw-e .. proceeded .to-Manton'e···.station,five 
mil.es •. Here, we were joined bJ" Mr·• .. Reech, with '00 more catt_le and Mr -ge 
with ;o; also. three Scotch.men with a dray. 

2·3/4/1844 ••••. •Mr, Rt S.J:'I'ived _about 10 o'oloek this morning. We di~ not l)rGCeed 
as· Mri!> H$) w~s 4esirous of having one or· two blacks as guides~ He went in 
search of themq ·· . · . · 

--24/4/l.644 •• ·.·.Mr~ H. retu,rned a.t nine this mo:mtng. with four blaab. We made 
the .inlets knmai by tbe. ~e· .. of Muddy Creeks about thJ'ee -~n· ~e afternoon. 
With ~oh difficuJ.ty the .,attle oros.sed.over. One ot·the l.ianlts was ·so 
l)oS'gy .-that "f;h~~-·c()Uld. o~. b~/ crossed at high tide. There .is a .. feri:{ l.ioat 
:t:ep.t. ·at (lae.h ec:) t~at .we got.: over _with etise. The drays···.were draW?l .. (!Jeter 
wit;h ropes*; There. ;raf3 'not till.le to cross th·e dr~s this evening., We camped 
upon aprettY.E?~t with grass upto the knees but ve't!!f' little wood for 
fires~ Th,e. n~gb..t. w·as cold .. and· .sto:rnl7-• · . · ... · · ..' ·•····· 

25/4/1844 ••••• Th£i !tien got. up eai;lq and .eroaeed one dray. T~e ·o~h&r .sunk so 
deep in mud that they .were Oblj..ged .tcLJ.eaVe it until the tide reset Which 
was ·not tilf ... evening~·. T~is .... :rirevented us· ... moving.a'WJ.·f'Urther. 

26/4/1844·. -•~ •• ~R9ae very e<lrlJ'. With ve:ey";great work, whipping, ha.ll~o:ing' and 
· dragging·, we sue9$)eded iii . crossing· tne other three il'llets. Two cows were 
loat in·the bog. We reached Mr. Jameson's station, a distance of thX!ee 

. miles. This . called the Head of Western- P.ort •. 'fhis pa.rt of· the ocu.nt17 
· iE(S well "_gra.se.ed. The plains are very rich but ve~J wet in th,e wini;eJ: 
season. I should have stated -that our c.ourse ·l.a.J'···.··· in an easterly· direction 
a.iong th(? go~-st ~- . · · . . .·· ·. . . . . . .. . . · .. · . . . .· . ·. . ·. > . ·.· ... ···•· . ·.· ·. .•. · 27/4/1644 ••••• some of the cattle lost •. Mr .• H. and Mr. Thomps~ -. (ano~er 

· gel.'l.tlelltan th~t joined us) went (l'U;t to look for ·them Md found most of 
th.em. Uer~, )ta expe9ted to f~d tll.~ (.;~. party •.. They, it appears, _were 
tired of · wtij:it:t?lg and ·n.a,.d pro~e:ed.ed before. · · · 

28/4/1844~· •••• Reach~tl,: ~'.la.i .. t.in•.s,·four miles: f~m. Jamesop.'s. Crossed 'two rivers, 
both very bog~., At this place we: met Mr.~·'Thomas, the b~1proteotor 
whp t-ra~ on his .. return. to_Meibo~e. trom<.the Govt• party •. Re _told us .• they 
lfere s_ome d.a:ns' journ~y 'before us. Also,:.they had upset their ara,- crossi~ 
one . of tile.· c~eeks., ·'!'}le·. coµnt~ thrpu.gh ···which we passed.·. was low and wet 
with pl.enty. of g;t'ass. l-1~ •.. Martin lfM .kind.enough to ·send us some butter 
and· milk 'tirhioll was a gr.eat treat .v . . . . · . . . . .. . .. · .. ·· ·· 

29/4/i&M- ••••• Trave:l,led ever a g:r•at deal of barren, heat~ .. OUJld·. Reached 
the H1Jrdee Gu.r<lee ·cree~ .in. tilae to get our oamp tixe4~-~e.tore dark. A most 
mis era.bl' place, surrOUlldea. ... on. -.evera s!dewith- .. burnt.··ae~b and. old··gu.m 
trees. · . 

30/4/lS1t4•••-:•Expe()te<t:to get to ~smr.and And.erson•s'but iow~ to the thick 
s~rill.i '?lid 4eep .. o~eekS we. ha.d.~o•-.•.··:PUSt ticl··n<l)'t··.do-s·o·····The sory.bs·_·_were 
dreadful b.ut t}le creeks . muqb. •o~ so, the b~ of which w~• so steep 
tha.t ·.the .... bullocks. and (b:ays were, .let ····~~ with ..••.•. repe~·• we· crossed .three 
-~- 'tf$ way •.... stornw, col,d>'&(ea.ther w~ch. ma.de us ·vel!. mise~b1e •• _\'le 
~:r~irel].~d ... till darl~ ·.·anp. .• th~;n·we. llisfied.. .our ·····roadr·>tlle cattle·. ¥vi?J& ...•.... P1e 
:o~ ~~~d to a statipn. We camped in .. a ve'1l;l place, everything wet. 
\t~r l)a~~¢I µuco~ort~ble. ;n'ght. 

into Gi 

i:;/al~B3fj ••• -~.Lett' v.n.L. (~o dou.bt,.van Diemen1s Land) the dear place of my 
earliest remembra.no.esl) 

1/9/18'36 ••••• Landed inl?ort Ade~id.e after.a painful and tedious voyap of 
three tfe.eka. · 

· 2/9/1f!/38 •••• ,Prooeec;l.ed to the city,. greatly welcome. Hopes ··.and· expectations 
¥sapp()inted intbat\J)laoe; n9tbing but:siokness and troubles a.w~ted us. 

7/9/;a_:>f?• o •• I! .Left Adelaide .fo;r .. P(?rt Lincoln- and arrived 27/9/16}8. Most 
deliglited ·with .the country anti. i;he climate• 

.w~~.,.·· 
The Mowell Histor;\oal. Sooie:t.z Neg 1 Vol~! (l~62l • Cha;gter 10 {cr>at1l 

:t_he B,e:n:q.~tt Di!Jt.tI, 1638 anq 1844.t. 

(A reoord .. l,c~:et .b;z .. lvtrs. .La.V.iJlia . Hasei;l Be;mtett 1 Hit. l?rgdr.bb) 
st P ea """ From 



l/5/1844 •..• :•.;t;!§,p.t .. tw-~.'..q,;e Athe: .. tliea. .. ·to• .. -l.ook--.for> th:e- ··cattle· track •. They>aoon .found 
it and after breakfast we p~op~ed~~ )()?+ ()~ w,y. We had not gone mo:Ufl~.~than 
a mile when we were met by r;u-.• '.EL, who :~a_d. come to look for ua, We. ~d now 
a good .road ·through rather·a_ pret.ty country t.o. Ma.say_ and.Anderson's. ·Here 
we were delighted with the sight. of a. goo~ ga,.rden., the .best I had-. seen 

·.?.n ... jibe -C<.ll.U:lt·ru. We had: a ~east of cape goos.eber:r•iea, the only fajt then 
in season. We had to remain at the station until the 4th~ for prortsiona. 
We:,oampad on ;he bank of. a ~arge ._river navigab~e ~o;r: al1lall· veaa~la. 
·'!he, l!Ull about here· is ver.r·beautiful; also 111' ~ass .. ·The co®try. is 
· t:La,t with· oQoasional ·patches of scrub~ All the station.$ it+ this ,:quarter 
are cultivation; none of them is stocked in oonsequ~riae of the great 
-d.Uficulty in getting stock ··dewn, the road is so bad. The settlers get all 
their produce .. iio ,•~ke'b .. by li'a:ter •..•. · · . . .. · _. 

4/5/1844 ••• e .some· of the cattle got away in the ni~t. One of _the ]Uen ,bad ... 
.. t.~l..len ~sleep on .hi·s watch and let them :pass him. In tb_e crieri,irig .they 

w"r.~ <found. We started· and . got .one ·mile furth~r ,~ _a good place .:t.o . pa.mp 
wit:Q. th.e ' oa:ttle, .. one :aide being bounded·· by _an inlet, but no.t-. very pleasant 

· for us as we we;ee\·expos.ed to the sea and very,_ cold~ ato~ weather. 
~/~/l~ .•• , ••• ~Q;e ... a· ve1YU9arly. eta.r,, ful.ly det.e:tmined: ~-6 get· out of i;;he 

-:· s~itled 'distri.ots• 'tle went a.bout a_ mi~e ·to tl:le n~~ · station whe~~- we had 
to ()all for a b(\g of flour.··It belongs· to.a··Mr." ~a;lley. H:rS. ila~ley 
insisted on getting breakfast fOr me anu the ~i.:f.<J.ten.. Tlli~ wa~· ~he most 

.···~oa+ortable me(ll_ I had· .• _hS.d since I left ··nom•J' •. Tb.ree. lnileE; from this we 
. ~~ted.. ~- hifh-hil.11 -the first we had met with of 'any o_onsequ.enee. Here, 

I met with a frish.t. The bullock dri,,-er was a, ver:r passio?late an and ; . 
ve:ry p~,o~,of·-his- blJ.ll~··:'He·_-el1;d~av~UJ:asd_ ... to· get tll.em.:"'UP ~e steepest 
pet.rt •.. 'Phe··b1111·o0ks'•· who·::nacr-<more· sens'' ···refus~d to: go.: He flew into a 
vi,o;.\.ent· paasion1· beat and<wore· 'it·· the·"~Ul.locks~ which so frightened them 
th~t ]he:r turned .ad.ran >dattn tn,e· nill. He ·refused for some time to let 

.. ··~. ov.'.t,. say:J.ng there was,no da.nger.·::w~ ·eried,so ·1oud that he at la•t 
· . cq~pJ.~ed..-' .!r:he dray wafif all but tUrn.ed ;over. :·I . and the. ol:lil<lx;en did . not 

''~'''·'(in:~~ that·· day. ·At·-12 o·1cl.n~·we_.go1r to·the ·1ast .. St,tion,,-~_-poor 
wretched_ place,. close to the ~ay. t-Te sta,yed :here t_ill evemnfb af:J. we. _,h•d 

.. a. :-widi' -: ·"~et to· oroes and could not do it before tne tide fell.· We .. got· 
~V'e~. · -.~ t,: ju.et at _·dark and .. camped ·on.··: the bank;. _ In the _night we had a 
thunderst.orin accompanied··with a hign· gale. We were unoomf'ortably . 
s~~aed by finding .our) tent? bldwti·· ·.down. We . dressed in . and after 

·.a~. l;ttt~e trouble and·some help from· one· of the watchmen, _s<)on put 
,c,,·tQ• ngb.ts .. 1'. . •. ; . ... . ... · >-... .·· · .. _.r· 

6/5/1844. it • .-A beautiful moming. We started in high spirits, Mr. ti~ ·aa:ying 
we·. were t•o make the Tarwin tllat night. We travelled over a suooeas;ion of 

. :{;~pk~ high. (icrµ.bs and healthy plains with ·scarcely a blade of graes on 
them. We had not gone _far when it was_ .. ~soov~red that .. some of the . l)_oraes 
( th~t. w,ere ®iving .. with the eat_tle) li'e:re left in the. scrµb, · Ol).e · o{ .them 

-Mr.<R.~·s, ··with "·a. saddle· and 'b~i~le on;. \fe. ha,d to halt. whi.le ._. f:J()~e ot: __ ._ihe 
parl:J':.,.'we:o,t. bac~ to look for d;h&m. ··In two hours they ret~ed ,with.. three 
of . them; the one with the saddle they··· eeu.ld not find. We·.· moved. on • 

. -~~. H.: ;.sent,("one of. 'his men ba'Ok t·o··':seareh for .the horse~ We r$ached 
·wit}J.j.n .ona·mile of the Tarwitf but not _till :a,n ·hourafter dark. The, 
ohiidren and .x .. ~h-ad to walk for some· miles:, the scrub was so frigi;Ltft\117 
bad .• -:~hi~ · wa.s · ve;ey- _fatiguing;- ·the _ li'heel . t;r:aok of. the. dray was. tile .o.nl.y 

· path._. W.e.·had the .great.est··trouble·to force· oUr way.·· ·co1a.·,· hti:n~r Md 
.t¥-ed., · .. we ~ea.ohed the camping 'piace. The_ cattle_ were there an.hour 
before us. None but those who have experienced th.e troubl~ and· fa:1;~gue .. · 

.. Qf t~av:eliin1 .ot1 .. su.ah a. roacL and in ·the $a.me way ·can appreo~~~e'. the · 
, ple~µr,e we·. felt: wh·en ·ouzr tent was pitched, our fire ma.-:~~, apQ.: Ql.W · 

-qi~e~ spread. befo.re us. Then it was that every incident ·that ·had;· 
befallen us through the day was talked over. George., who bl;l.d been:. ~e:nt 
back for:.· the; l)orse,. _· retllrlled without· -le!1ming' anything ··of him~. Wh.en . I · · 
look ba.*L~d .. -thillk .... of · the< road weha~>gone over· dur1ngthE) day. _I -~·.at 

:J.oss _t.9,:know.h~w we escaped.so lle).n.Y·perils.·•.:t····-am a lo~~.to det)orib~ 
~ ~eeling~kwhile soing through the· soryb -:.· ··tlje l~!;i..t\g of the. cattle! the 
barking ot the ·Jio~,· the ha.llootng·· o:f the ~en;··.~he'·i(lraold.ng of the whips, 

. ,tlie _noise of th' trees torn· up by the cattle and dia1. It was all .tru.17 
. -~-;lde~ini• ~he. dogs were compelled to tear thro\ii.~. every obste.o.le. 

Large bogs that at any other time would have ma.de· me tremble to think 
of going over were now thought nothing of. 

,,,. .• . ' 
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7/5/1844 •••. ~;:Mr· -ge and the bl~k man, Mr. Bonny, went back to the last 
station to look for the horse. We 1'aite.<i t}).is d.~1.and th~ ntxt>.for 

. .· them, but they did not come -. ·. . ... -. ; .. · .. ... . .·. . . . 9/5/l!J44~· ••• we moved. ·down>to_··.the T~rwin with .~he intentiol;l of oross.ing • 
. A fence was made to keep -the oa~tle up ~~. ~t. lo¥ t;ae the cattle were 
b:ro\lB'llt-to the river>s~de, ·b'ltt .to .eaoJl·.·.·one's ~appointment,. they 
rf!fus~cl to go into the water. Mr. !ob$01l ha.d the!il. :fqroed, and ~ed. 

·J.l,.lfi~9Ut Betting one .aver_ •. ~at. was to:be· a.qne_n~.? _EVeJ1Y'One .. ·_was at 
a loss _tq ~·•• It was. the grea~ d.istan.ce. c;y~x-. the . water th.at .. fright.ened 
th~.~tt'ie •. The place where they attempted to orosswa.s about60yarda; 
s~e .: -.;Jl~.:)e.f.' nearJ.t1 .. a _mile. Wide •.. Aftet: a .. ,_~~tJ.e. c.?~1,...(1eration_ it·· was 
a.at~ed, t:p.at ···we wou.ld moy? ·a ~;E\. !~t!~r up thE) ·. tr~k .. where .there 
was some food for the cattle. Thif3 · 'ev . ..... , the 'bl.a.ck came back • 

. ·. ,~. ~, ht. said, would join us on th.emol.'TQW._ ... ·· .. · 
10/5/1844. ••.•• ,we all ·returned~-~ ~he :pJ.ac~·:·.wher~ t11~.· 0a~tle)1aQ.. not attempted 

to <='9SS• Mr. H. was d.ete~ed ~~ tl':t t~~~- .a.> sa()ond. time. Qne·;of the 
· blll~pks_.w,s roped and. towed over nt17 the_ ptqit (wJ>.ich .we>brought with 

Uf3; fOJ:._.·tl'.l.e .. purpose .of. -·cross111g ri~rt3J1 .··_.t,o __ ... ~dU;C~ t}?.e others ··.tO·i~Ollow, 
but a+~ to :r1.o purpose. Mr.· Hobson and. Mr• ~fiocb .:Went ·up tl+.e .riverct.o : 
find· another crossing plaoe. Mr• -;ge Ca.me back .... T.he horse ha..d.been 
~~n, btit <QOu1d not be oa1~t.. . . .. : .'. .. ·.· ..•.. ··. . ·.· · ·.· .. · r ·.· .·. · · . • 

ll/5/l844.·•·•.••I11 the evening the ~~ g~ntle?r.~P ._.P:amtf baclt• They hail ·.fQUnd 
a good -pla.oe thirtem miles further up. St.al"te<l fol' the new place., 

· but did not get more than three mj.les as ·they had to make bri,dges· 
ov,r;two ore•s· T;he·roadwe w~nt;~his ~a,!·,!a::s.mos~ .~Fo~.'.~t was 
over thi9kly-· }IOOded. rang.es.: The··weather during ~j;~e.: :ta,~ ... few< .a.a.re ha·s 
been very tine, but nights oold. We oam:pedin S.: ... ·yery w,t pl~e•' 
To. ~e qe-.ds for it., we ha~ plentt: o~ .. l!ood f(l# :r;,u-es •. We wel?e be,dly 
of~f:.for water.-· There ns>litt~e-~o .bE)·•-••had ~d. Lthat ..: not .« gooQ., •... B:ertr we 
came 9n ~he track of the Gov1t~ dray. ·We· al.So saw eever~l places where 
~he,wil.d. bl~eks had.been. It was now deemed · __ prudent -t~t ·we sho'ij].et 

.. ·.·· .. ·· · · together e.a much as•- possible• · .. · -; < ··.··. : ·. <( 

12/5/ _ ... ····· ..••••• Made._--~ ver:1··early start _and !lad· a' prett:j good. road fo;r .. tais 
p~ .. of the country ..•. <The .··land. ;poor, covered. 'W~th sttint~d.. sorv,.b: •... · . . got 
withip, .. p.alf .a niil.e .. of the ~pin~: ~'lllld oP ... t~~ b~ o~ -tl).e T&nkb 
whe11 we l).ad.. a steep bank to go d.owp. in tl:te ~~st _pf :a., .. 'V'•~· thi.o~~ 

· I+i~.soru,b •. We s.l.l got·.• .. out.• The···bulloolt dri'\ter ... naw_ th~the .could. 
dr.i.~e .. __ .. Q.'J~.· ~here, .... a,nd.·. wi~hout•· ta,kihg __ tl).; __ · preoa,U;~~-P.11 .. · of __ blqo:Q:ng 
t:tJ.e .. whee:t,.s •·· .. bove down·_ a loaded dray. T}u:-e•. of. ·tn.~· 'bullocks we~• ... tb.rown 
~~'·and lt W'$S only ht chopping the yokes to .Pieoes thattll.eir.J.tves 
wer~sav~. ~he driver. of the other dray ·was equs.~.~ cta.r~le.ss._···.Be:• 
nearly killed two ot his buJ.loclts . and. ~:r<)k~ tl).e ·.f<?le ot. t:Q.e . Q:f~Y .. fnl. 

,-~lso kllo<Jk~d._ tl).E:t b.ottom..-)out····of. the pmit• Ni~ht was Ct)nd,ng on a,l)ela•t . 
... ~l).t) ~1'~ o~Q. .not. be .. ta.ken 8!1$ . :ftlrther. The oattl' were taken to . 

. ,th•~ t\estiJ;led. ~ps;. everyone··_.went·• e:xc~pt __ ('i~selV'e~ ••... we_,,e+-e·._.o1:)1iged. 
t.o .. ~~·.tbe •abt,in"the scrub •. I. was so···l:\fra~d tl).e· :natives wou.l.d 

.· ~11' tha.1 I could not sleep... ..·.. • ·•·· · .,. .·. •·•·· ... · · •. ·. ·. < _.··... . . · 13/5/1844.· •••• Removed·.to ... the cattle~ five··or six of whioh 1V"ere ~s,iJ:l.B• 
V;ery-. wet weB.ther·.-· .... every pros~ect 9:t• a· wet .. nigll.i;ci'. . .Aske,d the- gentlemen 
Wh() Wtll'9 not. on watch. to shue Our.·· tent. with' ·us·. for the .night• 
Mr. I! •. Palled out that the··punt wa,s __ gone•:TP,e ... ti·ae_had .... risen &JJ.4>teken 

.~ti! .ott,,.This·was. owing to·the n~gleot ... of.~em.en tht5-t .•.. _hac1 o!i~~geo.t 
.. her.. This: east a gloom over·.a.11·or ua·for· we.·had.:_th~ ·much dre~g.ed Tarwin 

7e.t. tp Ol'oss •. ·•s· soon as-.it~as/ as.~n~ie.~._·the inen.we)l~·:to::-;loQ~· .. f.or-··· 
her and· fortunately .. · found: her ·on tlie·· o:pi>O~;ta . ~i~~h .. OP.~ ~~· ,t~~ .men 
sw~.aoro~s· .for her. It was·~e/ piereiril cold., _wet .II.lo~~·· The <PQOr 
f~J.iow th.at .went over wasta.ken-'With.ar8Jnp1Js.n~ .. -o<lµ+d. s~.oelJ ... get. •out 
of.the .. wateJ?•··The ·.cattle wer~ ~0ssea·.'wit}lou.t",'··.~oll d.J;.;t:£i.c'lll:tyl!,•·. o: 

and alSo .tht drays .. and.· part . of' the luggager. · tJ,~·. ce:ttl,e . .'J).a.d .1).ot . lqng .;been 
over, when it was discovered that the op · ·~.be.ilk of the riv;ex: •de 
a complete bu. About 100 of the cattle a the ll.~~:~s . got. so 
deep that they could ·not ~iven ;out ~:·1.'tiey <>J:>l~.g~d to let .them 



'remain ili it ··until the' following day. rained' the' whole; day._:· and .. was 
one of the 99l~est and lll9't ~strta1ble I aver expert~ncech .we:.were in 

<' :· a 'l.arge, . ree~·· s~&.m:P. without ~·.bit: ,•:ot wo~d to· make a fire-·. P}y.e~hing 
we' had was •. w-,t ·· .. ·· ~~~' wha,t ·.·.·was.• worse, . . . ; ~e ·men. arowaed. to i:lif .: ·~~t 
for what ···littJ_e ·. ah~lter. it.···· CO~(\ ... aff,ord •. ···.:SUS OOD1Pany'. Was ·.·. b7 ··nq. ',':means 

· ·pl:ea;sant •. Towa~tls . '!'ening .. I go.t .qui ta lf/t poor . b,~1>1. had · ~o'l( been 
:we11: for ·se.v~a.l. day-s •. We. got to be& aa earq: a;s. po~~tble!'. < . 

· 1s/;/m44 ••••.• The ~1eathe.r pa~ly .cleared ·up. tle ,got, .. over:·the ··aver· a:~p: had 
to. :walk' ?~li · 1lP, to··· o~··kne.es·in water .... ·· . a; miler 011er'· .... · ·~e~ey ~nramp. 

• f ''!'be· poor o'.tf •.. . · .· ·µad. pea,t trouble -in -c; get1ting along.·' I.: had: to carry 
one some of' the. way, and. l3ennett .another. all>. the way+··· The· gentrst . and 
men were ·amployed in ~~ging with rope·s the hors.e8·and eattle~·oµt, o~ 
~he bog. ~. l:>'f'dd.1~, ~· ~ennett had to oa.rt7 from>th~' riv"~-·to.tht · 
oamp ·one .. lllile• on.11!.s b'c!t~ W'e. ·. b:r,oug}+t.: no more ·with. M ·····.~ban 11*•,. ·. 
~eoessary ·tor·. the·. journ~. but .~ell: .. t}+a.1; ·was .a . great dea1 whep''i t had 

.. to be carried .Qn t~e ba~ tl).~ . :.a ,,qe~p·}bog~v'Most· at the cattle were 
., , . · · got . out and all. th~ }\o;rses 'ext>•Pt 01)• w;qich ,a:i:ed in the· .. bog~ ·.·.·· ·. : · 
16/5/11344_.·~ •• oThe.·ls.st. of the cattl,.,got .out,:AAd:.the.:·reminder ot·· the 

things br·ought from the river to the. :().IJf•: !tilled one· ''bu~look . tor 
eat.ing .. Wet ·the ~ho.le ... ~8.! .J~?b. -oceasio~.l\:hail·· Showers -. an~· _bf~ter 
·u:t~· ... We we~~ ·o~:ttged. :o .. :pU;t .ou~,1v-ea ;on: -'tlhort :allowanae;·o:t::·,,.bre~d. 
l'he 'flour €;etting. ver,-,,>f."•. .'> · . .._,,~-.:Y ...•... < •.. .' .·· ,:·,. • < 

17/5/1844 r: !.Withrnuph joybid_;f~G¥ell··to the Ta~~. ~1d·npt, ·~e···~ore 
. .than· ,three m;1les~ ~he C()\lr~> l&:y over se~er&il·· o(1ld~··. wet·· Efwamps~ . 

Very storm.y 'We~th~r. , > > . '· ·· . . . ' : .·. ., >, · · :.: 
1, 

: , 

18/5/1844•• ·,. •• Made: ah.·.·~~~:r s~~rt .•.•. 9ver ... oowitry. neverL befor•·. vis~te~· 'by' , . 
' civilized, ~· •. • w~ -,ere.· ... · oom:pelled 'to -wall:; a .: great . part 'of . th~ . ~d~ 

the firs't rartp~ it . was :·~lly wii;h swamp.s ·bet\ifeeil them,_ '.In· i;he.. ·, 
afternoon OaJl).~ to op~#· .. he£3,thY ·plains. 'It .was ·Very cold:~.11;}:1 hea!l' 
showers, the wind biowing from s.;w •. 'l?b.i$. ~tiay we mad2e at)out Din! ~le,stx 

19/5/~614·.~.,.. ·R-~<i n.o.~, staI"l; ve~1.;(7l~tY'• T'~e :ihorees· ·and ·bullocks -w~re ~ost .. ;. ··· 
· ··'1fHidll 'delaye,(t ·1J#.• ... two . .hp~ •.. the ,poor;. thirtP··Were·ion tb'e~··waY- .. n~Ak ... to 
· t~~ .. ·laat oamp.·viiere there was. a lit~l;EL::good.feed. We{ had!·"a b~~·_;-o~d, 

c110S'aed. tl:J.ree (ieep Czt&$kS , ··a~~ SOm(3 hes.thy ·hills' .~nd. swamps ~ t}l. p9t 
a_ bl.a.de of·. ~f!JfJ··· ()~ tl\~•:.,Wet ... e...la+ .. ·d.Q'•.wi-ththe w:Lnd._s.w.~· we~~B~p~!i early, 

'the. oat~le kr10Cked .. 'tJ.Pi.f~ want~ cpf. food.1 •. Ever,thmg· very unc~or~8.ble, 
the. be.ddirl~ ... q~te wet, t1l,· .• gro1md. t:lO'. ~et , that . i~. made·· '1$>' ··shudder to 
~hi11l,t· of_~.,,our ... be9.s .. ol)..it •.. We .®i1r};;)ut.11t't:i~~ood. .. anp;·~~t-.:w.~J9 so 

· aanip: ·that it woU1d,· not bu+n, Great teDs of ou;r·I.flou.r ~~~ 9ut,~ 
It:rained au n:t~t~ •······· >.: . · '.· . : ·>. : :_G ,, . ' .. \· • : ·'· .· . ;.- ' 

20/5/1844•·• ii'• ~We lf'e~e .. ·.dE)ff~~~~:.~~ll>! 6Jilh'ti,-·1of;. :goaar·.Inle1 '·:· a;bo~t:ao· es 
~ijm _Port ~bert.~ .... ~~e y'f-P qf·Gi~ps Lm'ld' :!if ao .it·:~y bE)'e~),,,. 
The oauntr;r we ~:r~v~!~d ~'\r~J." :toda~' .. clo¥1s·ted of' :bigh1 ·!f~a~h1 .~fl.l.s and 
d~ep . ar~~ic., •. tli~~~r ..... £l(l::Ubl)ed.,_' w' di,d not cm&k:e' '.more; \:than· :_ fi~e;'.llf1e~. 
!lie oatt':fi.e are getting quite weak for w.m ··:of pass:;'i''warda 'we~, . , 
it ~enoe~ :r~,GPfl. oont4n~Q(J.moE:l#:.ttf·;the:nfght·.{·:.-.· · .·~.~><_ •. ·., 

21/5/la+4.· •••• A.11·~ ~ea;; ~J.ot:ti.es ti~e.W'''wet'i11'.'W&1 ooulid:. >:~t .. r~~: ;~->~~·· 
· A.11 the·· W'~d ~· t~~·: · ..... , .·· .. •.····.···· ... ··· ~f,1 th~,,_c~p·. was:. use& ·durit)~. ~~~: nf~ht_·· :'·, 
for t:b;·• !f~t~h .~~·~··/ 1·:n~t .,oPP;W '1'•···· t••l?"elitd ;t!Wough· ~o,aar· -~~~ 9 

.• ·',. 1 

:siml.ar :to. ·~aj; 9f" 1Et~t~iti.a~r, .···.·· .... tm;.t :.the, ··nmeks · w,e~e · mc>r~''.'tl~tous, 
and more di~~it:)U.~t-t9;· gr~·-~\;:~h'i ¢ ~•!irl.y ;'ttJ:>'S*lt .sev1era~··'·~iJn~'Br· 
the ... _poor· bucll.o~······· m9~~ ~~~ .... -~qe ·• ~~·{down. ; tbie) dra~· ·got .. 'P1t9·:·. 'i3uch 
paae~ons· at.· ttm;e1s····· t~~ ~.· .. ·.- ... th ··> •···. .·,.:tie_ 11•'4dih£t-.eikitle'd l!~si·:but~oc~'t· 
His:. 'Wife•. did _71Q~.- ... -~sca,p' h~'tJ<,ra~e, .•. <H•···tllreatened.tto kne.ok her· ~(.>'Vt!l •. : 
as··.·w~ll .. '.as .. t}le b~lock~~· ·w~.>~tte. abqutt·;.~i,ve·:·1mtles'•and. ·camped. o:i·.'th~ 

·border. ot.th.e. ~.eat ~1:c~l)., ... ·~ifik ha¥~ .. h~Q. .~·xlbe:da11·and ·t:n&·prosp~ei; 
of. a ... oon~1nua,tion.-ot.··:rine we~th<il:r• A..·.•.gqod··~.<o.f the·o'attle·were lE:J:f't 
'behind, ;too weak to tra~ei.. : . ..· .... ..... ·· ,. 

22/5/1844 ••• ···I.wa~ ~fjlttaken as· ;;o o~. ~p~ on·the tfie ~ea.t 
scrub last n1~h;t •. We., got three ~le• ,~•ther five m:l:t'ea 
from 'that· pla.ce~ We had a very bad road th.is da.y ,. .s.oareely allJ'thing 
but deep, scrubby creeks. We camped on one of them. The cattle were 
quite knocked up. We shall remain here for some da.ys to rest them. 



Comment• Why does the diary end here, just before the completion of the final 
stage, and the entry into Port Albert? CouJ.d it be that this was the 
journey's end for Hasell Bennett? DiQ. she and her children leave the 
parjy here,. and 'boLlr:d the boat to finish the journey to Port Albert? 

The flour is all but out. The weather is now fine but we have had 
occasional ahmrers during the day. Mr. Hobson, who is the only one 
of the par·ty who knows the road, says if we have muoh more rain he 
will not .be ab,le to get the cattle in before the spring. This will 
be very annoying as we are not more than 30 miles fr.om Port Albert. 
It is a. good thing that we did not bring our cattle in now the sea.son 
is so far advanced that it would be l'Ulliling too,greeAi a risk. 

23/5/~~4 ••. ,.t;·.Mr. !1.~bson left witi!.,,"the elack for the Port. He has gone for 
supplies which he, intends to send down by water. Mr. Reoch and Mr.-ge 
accompanied him to the great river 24 miles from our ca.mp. They give a 
most dishearJi;ening account of the road - the river, as well as several 
creeks this side of it, will have to be bridged.. The scrub is almost 
impassable. It is Mr. Reoch's opinion t:nat it is impossible to get the 
cattle in and that they will be compelled to return to Melbourne. 

24/5/1844 •••• (Friday). The men were.employed in making a bridge over the 
creek we were camped on, named by some of the party, "Dog Leg Creek". 
This was from a yard that was put up on the banks for the cattle, that 
had in shape some resemblance to the leg of that animal. The yard was 
built, principally by the gents, to prevent watching, but no sooner were 
the cattJ.g put .. into it than loJ and beholdJ down it came, a clear proof 
that they were not very skilled in yar~.aking. They were employed till 
eleven· o'clock in patching it up. 

25/5/1844 ••••• The gentlemen were occupied in rebuilding the yard. The men 
bridged two creeks distant one or two es fr.om here. Mr. Hobson 
anxiously expected back. The last of the" bread eaten at dinner. We 
have nothing but . beef. ·· 

26/5/1844 •• • •• (sung.a.y) • The first Sunday that ve have camped. Bennett 
read the service to our own family. The men were all busy in bridging 
creeks further on, the gents in looking er the cattle. 
One o'clock. Mr. Hobson not yet retu.rne he last three d.a.ys lTe have 
had beautiful weather. We all regret t we are not going ahead for 
we cannot calculate on having fine weather more than a few days at a 
time at this season. It is certain that if the wet should set in, 
neither the cattle nor the drays can be got in this season. Mr. Reoch 
counted the cattl~ this morning and found that one hundred of the 
original number were short. A great many, no doubt, were lost in the 
thick scrubs we passed through. Some were ·Obliged to be left from being 
too weak to travel. We have not seen a bit of grass the last fortnight - 
nothing but stunted scrub for the cattle to eat. 

I forgot to mention in the proper place, when Mr.-ge went back 
with the black man, Bonny, to loo~ for Mr. Robson's horse, that·tr· -ge 
picked up a knife., When talking ~o the black, he said, "Dropped bT·a 
white mant I believe". He replied, 0Botnik0(??) which means· in their 
la.ngu.a.ge '*No~ nit was lef~ s?mca m.e>!lthf1 since by .. ,??'{ 1twa,. other &lacks 

,,,Of ,the same t.rif9e) and mysflfl wneii weil<came to kill some Gipps Land 
blacks0 (with whom they were .alwa,e hostile). He went on to state that 
they had fallen in with nine men, women and children, and had killed 
every on,e of ~hem aindthat the ktdfe Mr. -ge had picked up was the 
same that they had out theio. up with. (A thing they always do with their 
ene*1!es. ThEty:have a most revolting oust.om, that of ea.ting the fat. It 
is from· s9me· S"1Pe~ti.tious notion that. they have). Mr. -ge examined the 
knife an4 tound blood upon itjt .a tew days prnious, Bonny.took great 
pa.ins· 'to explain the whole affair to me when we were passing near the spot 
but I did not pay much attention to it at· the time. Nor did I again think 
of it till.brought.to my mind by the circUlJlStanoe of the knife;. 

· < ..•.• E~t·.,o 'clo9k. Mr. Hobson returned, aoeompanie'd by Mr •. Brodrlbb and 
Mr. Tom•' A lrl.a.n· was ·instantly despatched to the boat for some flour and. 
batter· ·they· had brought with them. Some cakes were soon made and we ma.de 
a. good supper of b:t'ead and butter, the first we had for three weeks. 
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~-!!.!. e .. :approx~ . l. em = . mile .. 
Jkl?ll~~xi~~ ar,_eas •• llazelltood. ~ .... 30 sq. miles. 

Ma:cyva.le •••••• :;o sq. miles. 

L, Morwell Bridge, 1858 or ea,;rl,.ier1t 
2. Morwell, l877c 
:;. n .. m~, 1885 .. 

D (' D11iffield )!omest~ad · (Samuel Vary) 
··. ·'(s~ction.· of Me.rt.on Rush). 

E. s~·#tt~ by.· Forest :rtome.EJ-i;e.~$1. 

£1~..Y O..'t~-tl€1.._SJ;a;tf .. ton~'Jp. thqjl[twell,• A.l"'A•, 

Traralgon Station.,, ·~ ~ .Edward Hobson, Jtlne 1844• 
Hazelwood Station •, .. ·~ •••.••• •oA• E., Brodribb & Wm. Bel'Ulett, .. Oct. 1844. 

. l'iary"l'rale Sta:bion. ~ ~ ••. • •. 1. Thomas G"P:rringe, FeprU,aey.,. 1845. 
· r~el'ton .Rusfi Stfiti~n. ~ • .,. ~ .. Henry . Scott , .•. abo:it 1846. 
sc·~9by .$'tation(! ••.• ". ~ MiooJM BrlYWll &'.Wm~ Hill.i~r, ~lpg:tft 1850. 
H;p.m,?steadr;tJ~;e,g.j)~· ffx;I · 
A·.. 'uazolw~od,HQm~stea.d .. · 
s, ~~ryvale . HOt;a.?~tea.d Q , 

C. Marton ~ush,. J-!.omestead. 

r.: 

t 
I·· 
I 

't 
'I 

I l 
l ! t 

B~~t~1s 
Creilf: I l ; t 1 t ., : 

t i 
Ha.~~rood St~tion~ 

t 
·{ 
! 


