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Chagg‘beg 1...‘1.‘13@ Nemes of the Streets of Moxwell | (1 fﬂ 5)

As in most towns, there is a definite patt'ex'n to be founé. in +the names
o:i‘ the streets of Morwell, mmetmes linking the present with the past. ...

~ The original surveys of the township made by James Robinson, first in
January, 1878, then in October, 1878, and again in October, 1882, extending the
township blocks from three to six and finally nine blocks, did not pmvide any
names for the streets bounding and dividing these blocks,
. - . Later, as the township grew and private property was subd:w:.dad into
_‘bmmsh:.p allotments, the owners of these properties named the streets, often
using family names for them, For example, along the rz,dge stretching northwards
from the railway line, were the farms of families by the names of Buckley,
Howlett and Alexander, nemes which are now commemorated by streets.

Mr. Vincent Hourigan acquired the first two farms, and when this part

became a town area just after the Second World War, it was he who named most
of the new streets. A similar process took place with the p:coperties of Hr.
James Alexzander, Mr. Reg Davay, Mr, Kurt Barry, the Dempsey faxaily and the
Bridle fam:.ly.

have a.lso done gsome subﬂ:widing and some naming of streets, and there nay well

have been other individuals and companies that have done likewise. -

.. oiest o Obviously, the Morwell Shire Council has allotte& some of the names,
an& deserves commendation for having honoux-ed and. eammemoratad many of the. .

. -pioneers of Morwell in this way.

- Other groups of streets have been named afi;er Enghsh caun‘bies, after

varieties of trees, and after ’oattles or places or men or ships of the Second

World War.

JFinally, there is a non-descript group whose names merely repea*b thea
names ‘of people or ‘places having no great relsvance to Mcrwell. Some merely
indicate the nature of the street (such as Commercial Road, or Station Streetg
and a few indicate the direction in which thé road runs (e.g. Thorpedale Road

In dealing with the complete list of streets in alphabetical order, we
can make the list a rough directory of s‘hreets by numbermg tb.em aaceré;ng to
their areas. Let us make ?;hese divisions:

Area 1...01d Morwell, All streets sou‘bh of . the ma:.n line and eas'h oi‘ ’cha
, . lirboo North railway line.
" Area 2...Between the Mirboo North line and the S.E.C Yallourn line.
Area 3...White City (west of the S.E.C, Yallourn line). '
Area 4...North of the main line, from Davey Street to Latrobe Road (wes‘t area)
Area 5...Bast of Latrobe Road-to McDonald Street. ..
Area 6...Bast of McDonald Street. Princes Highway to. Chumha.ll Roatl
- Area T...North from Chumhlll Road to Savige Street... :
- hrea 8,..North from Savige Street to Crinigan Raad.
Area, 9...The Bridle Es’saﬁe (Baﬁt Morwell), : -

There followa 't;he full~list ‘of the etreets of Morwell :.n alphabetieal
order, and with comments wherever appropmate and possible. Unfortunately, for
som» there are no comments, because we have been unable to find out the origin
of their names, We would be very grateful to any reader who could help us fill
up these gapss For some” streets, {:he resson for ’che n&me is so _obvious, that
little comment ‘is necessaxy : o

Area. ' ETRE
“1...Aherin Street..The name C.R. Ahers.n caceurs in a record oﬁ‘ 1882. o
9...Airlie Bank Rd.,.Airlie Bank was the name of the Bridle family's :E‘arm,gi‘xren
- to it by the previous owners, the Ogilvie family. -
6, ..Alamein S’i;reet.uA battle in World War 2 (lorth Afrieca). - -
8.4 eAlbert St:ceet....l\?amegl by James Alexander after his son,- Al‘bert.
9:..Alezander's Rd. .+The road that led to the Alexander preperty
700;“@5 S‘breﬁt..". - .
1...Ann Stree%.......Ann Keegan. ’.Ehe Keegan family came to Marwell in 18'79 or
earlier.
9esshsh Streeteeee...One of the gxou:p namec‘i after trees.
qungThe AV@BH@.-.-.-»,A.* o
2..;Av0ndale Road....May have reaeiveﬁ ::ks name from that of ‘an old home in the
area, occupied by an early Morwell teacher. There is still a house
called "Avondale" in this street.
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6.+ Auchterlonie Ste...An old Narracan famlly, selectlng there in 1873.

6...Bardia Street......A battle in World War Two (Worth Africa).

2...Bardon Street......Named by the property owner there, Mr, William Polden,
‘after his wife's birth-place, Bardon Mill, Cumberland, England.

7...Barry Street.......Dick Barry conducted MHurdoch's Hotel for many years.

B...Beatrice Court.....Mré. Beatrice Watts, wife of the subdividing owner.

l...Berg Streete.c.....Named after an early Morwell family.

1...Billingsley Court..Named after the Billingsley family, estate agents.

~ 9essBirch Street.......One of the tree group.

. 9+.sBlackwood Street...One of the tree group.

- Be.oBond Courtev..v...ofamed by the Morwell Council after Cr. L.¥W.Bond.

6...B00th Street.......Named after a managing~director of the A.P.M. Company .

6...Botany Street......Named by the A.P.M. after "one of its ﬁswns" in N.S.W.

9' +oThe Boulevard,cesese?

8...Breton Street......This could be a mzs-spelling of the name Bruton, early

Morwell people. Fred Bruton was a tobacconist, hairdresser and a

. prominent sportsman.

-.9...Bridle Road........Robert Bridle (Bridle Estate) came to Morwell in 1897.

6...Brisbane Street....Probably named after the Austraelian warship.

5.+eBuckley Street.....Named after the Buckley family.

6...Buna Street........& Second World War name; a place in New Guinea.

8eeoBurnside Drive.....Cr. Archibald Burnside, a councillor 1909-1911.

. -TeoButters Street.....A well-known early Vorwell family¢

. 4,..Catherine Street...?

8...Catterick Street...James Ca%terick councillor of Morwell Shire, 1944~1947.

6essCavan Courtesee....?

1...Chapel Street......The first St.lary's Church of England was situated here.

9+ .+Cherry Street......One of the tree group.

34seCheshire Street....A county in England.

9,.«Chestnut Street....One of the tree group.

8+..Christina Street...A daughter of James Alexander, property owner.

5eesChurch Street......The first church in Morwell, the Methodist Church, was
“built in this street, in 1883. '

6essChurchill Street...Sir Winston Churchill.

5eseC0llins Street,....A family of this name lived in thls gtreet,

6.4sComans Street......The maiden name of Mrs. Hourigan senior.

1l...Commercial Road....S5till, Morwell's main shopping centre.

64esConnan Courtes.....lir. John Connan, Shire Engineer,

34ssCornwall Street....An English county.

8eeoCrinigan Road......Edward Crinigan, a very early identity. One of the last
of the squatters.

6..sCynthia Street.....A niece of Mr, V. Hourigan, property owner.

4+, oDavey Street.......Part of the Davey Estate. Named after that family.

'8...Dayble Street......lir. Dayble, an early blacksmith in Morwell,

44..Dempsey Courte.....In the Dempsey Estate area. Named after the Dempsey family.

5eseDendy Street.c.....Presumably after Henry Dendy, the early investor in land
at Brighton, Melbourne, and later linked closely with Walhalla. He
lies buried at Walhalla. The street no longer exists, having been
fenced off and made into a small reserve.

TeesDenise Street......Daughter-in~law of Mr., V. Hourigan, property owner.

3...Devon Street.......County in England, '

6, .o Doberty Street.....?

6...Donald Street......Nr. Donald ﬂcﬂonal&, Nater & Sewerage Works engineer,

7«.e¢Doolan Street......Tom Doolan, a Morwell lad who lost his life in the
Second World War in heroic circumstances.

3eesDorgset Street......County in England.

3eeoDriffield Road.....Once it was the outlet road to Drlffield.

SeesDurham Street......County in England.

7.4 .Dunbar Avenue......Cr. Duncan Dunbar, a councillor, 1911-1924, district farmer,

8ueoldney CoOurtecessseslrs Jo He Edney, councillor 1912-1918, Yinnar Riding.

1l...Elgin Street ......‘Prcbably after one of the Earls of Elgin, prominent in
British colonial administration in the 19th. century,

2..eB1llen Street.......Ellen and Ryan Streets were named after Mrs.hllen.Ryan,
whose husband, a faimer,owned the block of land there, as well as a
farm on the Driffield Road. :

9esoElm Streetesses....One of the tree group.

5eselinglish Street.....Cr. John English, councillor 1892=94 and 1912~19; .

7¢..Evans Streetes.....The Evans famlly condueted the ccal news«agency for

T many years. o



8...Falla Street..u.Cr. J' ohn Falla, councillor for Yinmar Riding, 1912-1915.
“'§, . Fairfield Street.Named by the A.P M. Company after Fairfield, Victoria.
5...Fleming Street...The Fleming family owned the property here. They &lso named
New Street, which has no other sn.gnificance than' that it was. new.
T.soFoster Street....S0 named by the Hourigan family who' - came fm that town.
8...Franklin Street..Franklin Alexander, son of James Alexan&er. o »
5.s.0ay Street.......Andrew Gay, draper, .of the firm of Gay and Green. L
l...George Street....?? One of our oldest sireets, -~ -~ '
9¢s.Gillie Street....Named after the wife of Mr.Kurt Barry,’ proper‘t:y owner.,
6eesGona Streetss... A World War Two name;j 4 place in New Gumea; S
1...Grandview Grove... Obviously meant to be descriptive. - ‘
Deeebrant Street.....With Henry Street, named after Mr.ﬂenxy Grant, aubdivider.
“eeslranys Grove.....?
6...Green Street.....lir, Arthur Green (Gay & Green, drapers) : an old identity.
6e..H2ll CourteecessoCr. Alan Hall, z:ounc:.llor since 193{}.
3'..Hampahire Street,.An English county. o Y

< 7...Hare Street......Cr. A. L. Hare, Gmcillor since 193’0'

S5eseHarold Street....Harold Atkinson; surveyor: : ,
+8..:Haywood Street...Mrs. Doreen Haywood (nee Alexanﬂer) o
1...Hazelwood Road...Originally led.to Hazelwood, but now cut’ off . by the S.E«L‘.
4...Heleén Courth.....Mrs, Helen Davey.(nee Maddén). Part of the Davey Estate, ,
1%, S Henry Street.....Mr,. ‘Henry Grant, subdividivg ‘property<owner. . . . ..
1...Hiam Court. ... Jir. Wm, Hiam, chief property officer’ of the SJ:?.C
5...Holmes Road.,sees.dn early farmer who-duned land here. " -
5...Hopetoun Avenue..The Earl of Hopetoun, a Governor of Vietoﬁa ‘
T...Horsfall Street..F. A, Horsfall, Shire Enginéer & Secret&ry‘, 1931—1%4«-
7...Hourigan Road....In the Hourigen Estate and named aﬁer “t:he family
8...Howlett Streetu,a well-?momr, early Morwell- family. o
‘ ’5”‘,,}1@3‘19 “Street....,'Jaxgear Barton Hoyle,:a wellé}mbwn, early ’men*;ity and agen‘h‘
i.g..';ﬁymm Street....Sir Herbert H;rlmxa, mL.A.
- s eedames S‘hreef‘ku...? S e » -
4"0-3‘3!13 Stre@t-npoy a? B : R e i '
l...Jennifer Street..wss Jennifer Schultz, danghfbe of Mr.!??.Sehultz, Qamxal
Superviser, S,E Ce v o
6...Jeeralang West Rd..A: directa.on name.
Seesdill Streeteseces? - LR RO .
8...Joaeph Courb.....&‘os&ph Alemder, som m‘;‘ James 'Alexa.n&er, property mmar,
ssogt}'ﬁy Streetooa-laa‘? T
l...Julia Streetese..?
5...311:19 Stre&‘b.u...? . - S
8...Junier S‘treet....ﬁn ear]y,picneem.ng f mity, -

.......

8-.'Kea‘& CO“ﬂcntoctoEdWin W. Kaat Shire OO‘lmcillor, 1935"‘1936¢
TeeoKelly Street.....Named by the Houslng Comis.sinn after Mr, P.P.Kelly,
- ..o, . Vater-Commissioner of this area for many years. D
l...Keegan Street....This early Morwell family owned land here. .
1...Kennedy Street...A graceful tribute by the Shire Toun cil to an 01& a.nd.
v respec'bed. Council employee, Mr.: Tm Kexinedyg e
' ‘30’&K&ﬂt S‘bl‘ee‘b.;.uu.&n Eng‘liah county: “
1n-Ke:‘rie Streetonco? - R a F
64..Kokoda Streete...d Second World War name, A p].ace in New’ Guinea;
9. Kurt Street.es...Mr, Kurt Barry of the Barry Estate. o .
8. ..Laburnam Street..One of the tree group. : R
Teselae Courtessoeess s Second -World War name, A p‘iaae in’ Wew Guima; -
2...Langford Streat..ﬂamed by Mre Wi, Polden after his ‘birthwplaee
England -- Steeple Langford.
5e+sLatrobe Road.,...Direction name. The road lesds’' to the Laﬁrdbe River.
6.+.Livingstone Street..lMr. Tom Livingstone, M.L.A. 3‘.902-&924. ;,f_.
5...McDonald Streeti.Cr. A.F.MeDonald, 1911-16, and 1924-26. L
1...McKay Stree‘c... ««Donald MeKay,: Shire councillor;" 1916«1928
l...HcLean Streets...Probably afteriDr,John Samuel Mcliean, an ear‘ly__b octor a.nd
« a Shire councillor.
- 6eeeMcMillan Street..The MeMillan family of B’.azelmo& St:ation.' |
vag & Shire councillor, 1894-1902,  (Should be spelt "Maalf‘iillan") »
4...Madden Streete...Part of the Davey Bstate. Maiden name of Mrs, bavey. ,
8.4oManning Street...Councillor John Manning, 1906-1911. '

5..sMapgaret Street..Hrs. Margaret: Hcmrigan (nee Margaret Comans),
Geeellartin Grove.eese?
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8. Matson Street....An 1874 land survey shaws Isaac Matson holding land at Marwell,

. BeoMary Streeteseeed? :

. Te.Maryvale Road....Leads to lMaryvale Paper Mills.

T Jaude Street.sses?

. TesMilner Court.....Presumably after the well-known Milner family of Morwell.

8. Jlitchell Court...Dr, Mitchell was an early doctor here in Morwell.

Teodloira Street.....lMrs, Moira Hourigan.

Teolonash Street....Sir John Monash.

8. .Mulcare Street...Councillor Michael Mulcare, councillor, 1892*1900.

8. +Murphy Street....Councillor Willism Hurphy, councillor 1892-~1894,

5..Neville Street...Mr, Neville Baldy, Shire Secretary, 1944~1948. :

. 5..Neéw Street.......Descriptive name, A new street named by the Fleming family.

6.Newton Courtecess?

3vsllorfolk Street...in EnghSh Cwntyo

9..08k Street.......One of the tree group.

8.40'Grady Street...Cr. Wm, O'Grady,from Boolarra, Shire councxllor,1898~l906.

6..0livia Street.,...Mrs.Olivia Stanton, wife of Sen. Gnnstable Stanton of Morwell,

5¢ePatricia Street..?

5..Papyrus Street...An A.P.}. name. The early Egyptmans made paper from papyrus.

6..Perth Street.....Australian warship in the Second VWorld Var.

. 94.Peter Street.....Peter Barry, son of Mr.K. Barry, subdividing owner,

54ePhyllis Street...Mrs. Phyllis Donaldson, wife of Donald McDonald (see Banald St )

2..Polden Crescent:.Mr, William Polden, subdividing owner.

8..Porter Street....Robert Porter selected land at Morwell in 1874.

T+ .Quigley Street...The Quigley family came to Morwell in 1878 or earlier..

6..Rachael Ways.cese? .

6..Reservoir Road...A direction name - self-explanatory.

T++Rintoull Street..John Rintoull, blacksmith, 1878 or earlier.

8. Robert Court.....Robert Alexander, son of James Alexander, subdividing awner‘

. ‘BosRobert Street,...Robert Alexander, son of James Alexander, subdividing owner.

7..Robertson Street.General Sir Horace Robertson ("Red Robbie") attended Morwell
State School, 1903-05, while his father was the head-teacher there. .

4..Roger Street.....Roger Davey, son of Mr, Reg Davey, subdividing owner.

T:+Ronald .Court....«Cr. 41fred Ronald, Shire councillor, 1932-1964.,

TeRowell Street....lr, Rowell, lMorwell's first tailor.

7++Roy Street.......Councillor George Roy, Shire councillor, 1903.1909‘;; .

2. 4Ruby Street......lMrs. Ruby Frith (nee Polden) daughter of subdiv1ding owner.

JeeRutland Street...An English county.

%.eRyan Street......After the Ryan family (see Ellen ?treet)

6..5atelberg Street.A Second Vorld War name. (Mountain range in New Guinea).

TeeSavige Street....General Sir Stanley Savige, born in Mcrwell, 26/6/1890.

6.+.Service Road.....Probably descriptive.

8e4Shaw Street......Crs Donald Shaw, 1892-1898. First Pres1dent of Council,1892.

8. +Sherrin Street.,.? -

7+ +Short” Street.....Descriptive name, A very short street.

2+ e9inclair Avenue,.Thomas Leggatt Sinclair, Shire Secretary &. Engzneer,1898~1924.

6..5pry Street.,eess?

6..Stanton Street...Senior-Constable Stanton (See Olivia Street).

S5esStation Street...Descriptive and self explanatory. Now,part of Princes Highway.

8. «Stephenson St....Richard Stephenson, Morwell's first saddler.

8.o5tone Courtsss...Cr. John Stone, Shire councillor, 1911-1912,

3eo5uffolk Street...An English county,

3+eSurrey Street....An English county. ' ' * ]

9..5usan Court......Susan Barry, daughter of Mr. K. Barry, subdividing nwner.

6..5ydney Street....An Australian warship in the Second World War,

8.s5ymons Street...sin old Horwell family., Mr. ‘Symons was a builder.

1..Tarwin Street....Presumably after the Tarwin River.

5..Therese Court....Therese Hourigan, daughter of lr. V. Hnurlgan.

3+ sThorpedale Road..Direction name. Leads to Thorpedale¢ ,

7esTobruk Street....Second World War Name, Place in North Africa,

6..Tolmie Street....The Tolmie family were early selectors at Morwell, L

6..To0ra Street.....lamed by the Housing Commission after the township, Toora,

1..Travers Streete..?

7veTulloch Street...Villiam Tulloch, an early Morwell identity.

8..Turnley Street...Robert Turnley, newspaper- editor, and Shire councillor.

7..Urbahns Street...Principal of the firm that surveyed thls sectzom._..;

8.oValerie Court.ees?

8..Vary Street......Samuel Vary,of Merton Rush Station. Arrmved here in 1870,

TesVasey Street.....General George Vasey,

s o
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5..Victor Street,es..? ‘o ' '

6..Vincent Road....q.Mr, Vincent Hourigan, subdz.vmdmw cwner, councillor 1949w66‘

6..Vindon Avenuc.....A composite name made fro om Vincent Hourigon end Donald
Rogers. The femilies of these two men had besn’ friendly since the time
they lived at Gunyah before coming to Morweli.

1. Jallace Street....Name allotted by the S.E.C,

&.W&tmer Street.....Anotlier composite name given by the T;Iaudw.fam.n,;e Gaarge

'  Wateon married Niss Mary Morris in 1898, :

T..Watt’ Streau.......Pfesunaoly named after the ‘Iaw family.

5.e.Wegner Streeteeses? ’

ncwell S ree'{;ootngga‘? : o )

1,.White Street......The White fam:s.l:y have resided in h:;s s%rew{; for manfy ;years.

64 Wicks. Grescen’c...,‘.?he Wicks fanily, early sclectors ot Yinrar, .

2..Wiilis Streeh ve..Originelly Will Strect (for Imvz.ll*’am Polden) but how
Willis Strest, after Mr., Willis Conneliy, Tormer Sa E.C. Chairman.

8..Williams Street...Another ecarly Herwell family. :

1,.Wilson Street....s? )

: 5,.Win:.f*r'ed Street...Mrs, Winifred Hourigan, wife of Mr., V. Hourigan.

Cha-pter 2. ciseiesa.Cooper' s Creek, near Wa Wa'!halLa. oo (Fivet vaﬂklshed, 30/4/ 65)

-

T e Emtow of thf—* Com;er Mine at Cooper's Craek...by Helen Morean, B. A; Bi}ggEg'_l,.

Coope ‘s Creek, a small, deserted ‘smmshz.p, hﬂd its beg_tzmings When
‘copper was discovered there in 1863 oxr 1864. It is situated cn the eastern side
of the THomson River, about 200 yvards below the junction of Ccoper's Creek, and
ig. reaehed by mcans of ac: oaé. turnmn‘ e:f’z, and do mh‘r 11, wcm i:’;e Mae-»i?alhalla
Rﬁade .
e "In Febmxy 1865, a party of four fo"'-med a symz.caﬂ, 1‘13"59 "-:he na:ne of
the Thomson River Copper Mine to éxploit %he coppor. Ons of the four may have: -
been Henry Dendy who had been so closely connected with ear}_v Brighton. In his ™
book, "The History of Brighton", Weston Bate has this short note ¢n Cooper's
Creek: - "In 1865, the Thcmson River Copper Mining Company had been floated, a:nd'
Dendy was a director and one of the laergest shave~holders.. ‘*c*:*-.;a Tor 200 £10
shares, on which £6 in calls had been paid, is in the vossession of his graml«
daughter, Mrs, Woodhouse~Hoore of Sydney". Apparenb‘iy Dondy sold his flour mill
at El*bham in January, 1867, to invest fuwrther money in his Giposland enterpmses

 Little seems to be Xknown of this first atteunt to develm the area, but
in 1867, the mine was let to a party who formed a company known as the Gipgaland
Copper Mining Tributers Company Regmmem&, This cempany failed owing to the
isolated locality of the mine, which wade transport costs p*ﬂ@hm:.‘tlveo : '

In 1870, another party tried the venture, repaired the furnaces, y nd
treated slag from the previous operations with gocd results, but no records -
appear to be avallable as to 'the value or quantity or qu@lie,y of- "she ore mined?'
or treated, :

In June 1874, the Walhalla Copper Mini ng Conpany was incarnorated wi‘ch
a capital of £30,000 and with 62 share-holders holding 29,000 shares, The area
worked proved to be a rich copper-bearing formaiion. The lode was o dyke =
formation with a width of 25 feet and a length of 120 feet running northmsauth,
and Was worked by thres adits. The’ f"omna:ny reargann,zcd production in several:
ways in ‘ah attempt’ to make the mine pay. To decrease carrying costs, the ore
was: smelted at the mine to praduue either m.ch a.l.ue»«m*z’zal 07 Coarse Copper, i
Smelting greatly decreased the weight of the coarse:cepper in cc:z*z,ar.s, on. with”
that. of'the ore, which decreasec_ the cost of yrwnspm*tmw fron the wine on one-
side of. the river to the roasting. works on %no csher, Fire~bricks,: the pmnclpal
material: necessax-y ‘for rebuilding the: Lwnawes, were made. on the site from clay -
found. nearby. A substantial a.nd w@l:i.»-conatrua, sed bv:;,dgc was -buily across the
Thomson River at a cost of £580, mainly to command & groater exbteny of forest
country, the source of fire~wood used as fuel, It also connected the uorks by
tramvay with the mine, the spalling area, and the caleining flocrss The Company'
- also made arrangements for the disposal of the alw«metal or copper, and for
its transit to Swansea; thus reducing its selling costs.,

The tre a-i;wg consisted of epalling the. ore to o 83:.&"@11.%,6"1'5 size before
it wad éalcined or roasted in large heaps in the open air. It wds then smelted
by reducing in a reverbatory furnace with an admixture of poow carbonates,
producing coarss matal and then blua-»metaw. By woasting, this wos converted to
POOT GOPPELs -
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At the close of the half-year ending June 1877, a loss was shown on
cake copper. However, this was covered by the sale of coarse copper from the
furnace bottoms. This loss was mainly due to an unusually wet season which
increased costs by making supplies of dry firewood difficult to obtain. The
result showed that, in spite of the fact that the first smelting had not been
a success fTinancially, under more favourable conditions, and even at the low
price of £65-10- O per ton then ruling, the mine could be worked at a profit on
an average yield of about 10 per cent of coarse copper to the ton of ore. -

This success was short-lived. A new management took over and was
unsuccessful in the following half-year to 1878. This failure was due to the
quality of the mixtures being charged and also to the use of unseasoned fire-
wood, and to the loss of time and cost of repairs owing to the bottoms of the
furnaces giving way. The Company did not recover its financial position until
the views of the old directors who had remained on the management were accepted
and acted upon.

In 1878, it was recommended that a stone-breaker, crushing-mill and
calcining kilns be erected, and that the old furnaces be re—erected on a
larger scale. These recommendations indicated the general opinion that prospects
for the wine were good.

In the same year, the Secretary for lMines wrote: "The prospects of the
mine may now be regarded as promising, there being a large amount of ore in
sight, both in the newly opened and in the old workings. The general indications
are in favour of its further improvement at depth, and if the Company succeeds
in getting a tramway to the railway line (then at Moondarra) and can utilize
the lignite deposits of the Latrobe Valley for smelting purposes, the chances
of success will be greatly enhanced".

The recommendations made were acted upon and completed in February
1879, and by the end of June 1879, 1120 tons of ore had been smelted, yielding
112% tons of coarse copper containing 92 per cent of fine copper, and yielding
a profit of £700. In April 1879, the Company reported that the costs of smelting
per ton of ore were about £3~7-2, a saving, with the new equipment, of about

£2=T=0 per ton. Profmts for both April and May were reported at over £400 for
each month, ‘

Despite this promising atmosphere, the mine closed down in 1881, the
shoot of ore that was opeaed up having been worked out. Overall, during the
seven years of the Company'’s existence, the mine was worked at a profit,
notwithstanding the great disadvantages facing the Company, The main disabilitymﬁ
was the inacce381b111ty of the mine which made transport costs prohibitive,
particularly since the copper produced had to be transported from waggons to
ships at Sale or Port Albert, for shipping to Melbourne, and was then consigne&
to markets in England. :

It is estimated that, from the beginning of the mine in 1864 to its
c¢losing in 1881, ore to the value of between £70,000 and £80,000 was extrasted.
After the suspension of working, Cooper's Creek remained as a stopping=-place
for Cobb and Co's coaches travelling along this road, the first trip having been
made in 1879. From here, the passengers continued to Walhalla on horseback. At
this time, two stores, a post-office, bakery, hotel and school gtill remained
open, with between 20 and 30 pupils attending the school.

‘ After being closed for 25 years, the mine was re-opened in 1906 by the
Thomson River Copper and Platinum Syndicate. When a sum of £2,000 had been -
expended in prospecting the mine, the syndicate applied for as&istance under
the Mining Development Act to test the dyke below the third adit into the ore.
lode, In 1908, a loan of £500 was allotted to carry out a diamond drilling test.

Apparently, this syndicate was unsuccessful, for in 1910, the Gippsland
Copper and Platinum Mining and Smelting Company was registered in Hobart,
Tasmania, to work the mine. The original Company had 55,000 shares but later,
the office was transferred to Melbourne, and other share-issues were made,
bring the total to 130,000 shares at 7/» with 105,000 contributing, of
which 6/- was called up. The Company erected a plant oonszstlng of a boiler,
engine and blower, with a blast furnace capacity of 100 tons a day; and laid
down a tramway, 130 chains long, connecting the mine with the loe-Walhalla
railway, which had been opened a few years earlier. The estimated cost of the
plant, which was second-hand, was £2,000,

In 1910, the Company again applied for assistance to complete the plant
and to develop the mine, A grant of £1500 was allotted, of which £750 was to
complete the smelting plant, and the remaining £750 was to sink a shaft to 100
feet below the third adit level, and to drive at that depth. The Company made a
new issue of 10,000 shares, which was over-subscribed, and the grant was not
taken up. With the additional capital, the erection of the plant was completed.




Page.;;2”' |
The Norwell Historical Sa&ietv Kewa.“?clume 4 (1965) Chapterkz (cont.)

As the ore cons;sted of basie dyke mater*al, quartz was’ nﬂcevsaxy for
smelting, and to obtain the quartz, the Company took over Happy»&oubuc&y gald
mine (by then worked out) for a royalty of 8 per cent on all gold won. Iron ore
from Mirboo North, and later from Nilma, was also added o the smelting charge.

Sneiuimg began in 1911 with a total of 1,116 tons of orc, and 18 tons
of quaris urcw%ed, containing 36. tons of copper vaz“éd at £2,088, 653 ounces of
silver, 55 cunces of gold, and 184 cuuces of platinum- m@va&s, with a , total
value of £3,3562, Eowcvewg the trcgqment involved hc¢v" rainienance and’ wcrk“ng
costs dus %o the dlffecu¢t1 ;3 in smelbting the dykm ore, During 1912, alterations
to the plani werc made with the obgech of reducing- ccsﬁs and increasing output.
No amﬁlting wag done in 1912 vhile these alterations were taking place. Smelting
resumed in 1913 but showsd a ’th of 5/» per ton of .ore smelbed, end had to be
discentinne&. Although further investigations were made and showed good’ *
praspecus, no further. uorﬁ_uag bewa done at the nine dince 1913, b

, 'In'1011, the Compeny decided to work the Happy-Go-Lucky mine: for gol&,
and" a_faveéh@ad ba htery with 1,000 pound stamps was erectod. In 1912,-2; 190-tvns
of ore wers crushed for 1,104 ounces .of gold, but in 1913, the crushing''é
ef orc yzelded anly 15 ouaees of ‘gold. The battery was dlsman*lea‘and

soldy ‘The € Company had expended over £23,000 incluﬁzng £9,000 ;anJ. 0f this,
calls provided £14,800, gold £4,800 and copper and p1atinum £3,;23. After wﬂrk
in the mine had ‘ceased, the Company applied for further assistance. fron the .
gcvernmen$ in the form of a £3,000 lcan to cover the cost of a&dwtﬁows to tha
smelting plant andl further fine: deﬁelapmnnf 1ncluding an elec%ric hoist to -
sink to 100 *E“b bolow dhe third adit levels”
: The; Director of Geological Survey, Dr. H. Hermunp repovted %ha% the
. proposed plant for si nkiﬁg was inadequate,” and uhat un1gs3 the Company wag -
prepared tolequipiand: sink‘afpe"manenp shaft,’ operations were no% likely to b&
successful. This costy,odin 1935, was eétimated te bé abcut £6,000, and:as- the
Company was not prepared o cairy outb’ th%s pro*ramme, ‘the lean was no%: appravad.
In 1916, the price of coppst rdse t0°£105° per ten,. and. furﬁhe; efforts were
made to raise capital, These attemp s°failed and in 1919, ‘the. plamt was sold.
: In 1955; a further report was mdde, as follows: "While copper -ore of
3 to 4 p@r cent grade can be quite grofitablv treated in larger ore. bodies, bha
size of the shoot indicated is much too small to warrant the hcavy capital.
expa nditure that would be ro quired €0 ez zploit i%, ‘Surface p*esfvctlnv seems ta
be the only logical appidach to any further work, If any nrom151ng indicatiens
were found; dr1¢&1ng could taen be unde%*aken°9, . . _

ggp Name. "COQ@@E'% Crecc” (Wote, by I;;.Ma&dern)

No-one has made any suggestion as o how Coopar's Creek received its
name. The obvious guess 1s that it was namad af er an early miner, in the _sane
way that Stringer's Creek was named. - o -

One of the first miners to take part in the Walhalla gold rush was
‘Thomas Hen:y Cooper, whose name appears in an 1863 list of 13 claims and miners.
T. H.” Cooper seems to have been onc of the outstanding personalities of early
Walhalla, for we find he was the Secratary and a:member-of the Di sputes
Committee of the an;ng COﬁm“tfew, Stringsr's Creek, 8f3¢ B

Furﬁﬁer‘ﬁoteé“on"oobpv‘ 5 _Creek. (vrom v01d Walhaila" bv Rayrond Eaumlz

The following is an exbract (Paweﬁ 132 = 135) from $he book "03d A
Walhalla", writien by Reymond Paull in 1953, It is-an excellent *pBQmeat to
Miss Morgan's aaccu&t of Coop er's Creek. o ;4" Y

Tbn di&cnve“y,ab August 1863, ef a cogpev lede Qn,the Themgcﬁ River
intraducca new, and for Cxprs land, a rare alternative to gold. The outcrop of -
the lode was found on a steep hillside, 300 feet .above. the eastorn bank of*%h =
river near its 3unct10n with Coover's. Cr@cﬁ.bmhereaftar, a. succogsion of
syndicates and companies Wrestled with the.proplems of terrain eud access to "~ "
exploit" its  wealth, The’ Ccppe:mune Hot el, delmcenceﬁ 1n 1932, bvﬁ s il’ surviving
~ served: the small mine community. . . ’

~The original sh&reho&dcrs, Wllllam Lackhaxt Marton (an " “guﬁ“ mining
‘writer), Henry Dendy, James Day , Henry Ireland and:Geowge Cralg, erected
furnaces for smelting the orc Eu% ebandened the clainm fron lack of eaplual.

The Gmp;wlané Copaer Minlnﬂ Company, which tecck up a lease.of 50, acr&s,
reperted to & general roeting ia-April 1866 thet a tunnel driven 238 feet had. .
interseeﬁe& the lede, Dendy W@s chairman of the meet :ﬁgs which Pe arcon aisa }
atten&ea as le ga panagen .of ﬁhu wew compamy.
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Samples of the copper ore were sent to South Australia and attracted
the attention of an experienced copper miner, Ambrose Halifax of Kapunda.
Halifax must have sensed the possibilities in the mine, but in forming a
tributing syndicate in the following month by agreement with the Coupany, he
unwisely financed its operations with capital of no more than £3,300.

He proposed to send the copper to Melbourne for shipment to Swansea,

~and calculated that he could export 1,000 tons a month. In June 1866, he
advertised for drays to cart the ore at "remunerative rates" saying that he
could supply 500 loadings a month. "Our only difficulty is cartage", he said,
and so it proved. He reported that the lode had opened out well "to an average
~of three fathoms" with well-defined walls, and in the quality and quantity of
* ore, surpassed anything known on the renowned fields in South Augtralia.

Baragwanath, recalling some years later the disadvantages of mining
the Thomson River copper, said that the fire-bricks used in the early furnaces
cost no less than 2/6 apiece delivered at the mine, The last company made its
own supply, of inferior quality, on the ground. The copper was taken by pack-

“horse for some two or three miles over a steep track, loaded into drays for
shipment from Sale or Port Albert to Melbourne, and transferred from there
to Swansea. The great expense incurred in this slow and difficult system of
transport defeated the tributers.

- Following them, Evans and party, a syndicate known as "The Welshmen",

worked the ground about 1870, repairing the furnaces and treating the slag
from previous operations.,

The Walhalla Copper Mining Company, formed in 1874 with a capital of
£30,000 succeeded "The Welshmen" and worked the lode profitably until 1881. In
appearance, the ore blazed with the richest peacock's hues -~ cuprite, azurite,
and malachite (red, blue and green) - in a gossan or dyke. Two adits were
driven with winzes and cross-cuts, the second adit, 40 feet above the river,
cutting the lode at 365 feet. On the drive south, the shoot opened out to a
width of 15 feet and extended for 130 feet, to disappear as if a guillotine had
. severed it, apparently faulted by a ledge or floor of hard rock.

The ground lay idle for nearly two years. Then, Frederick Tricks, as
manager, applied for the registration of the Victorian Copper Mining Company,
No Liability, its seven shareholders including Pearson, Ramsay Thomson, and
Peter Clement. They confined their capital to ten shares of £100, condemning
themselves to failure for want of capital,

oh Baragwanath, who visited the field in 1906, learned that Chinese,
seeking alluvial gold in the Thomson, had traced the lode's course across the
river-bed 600 feet south of the old workings. By then, the collapse of stopes,- -
and the surface soil and debris washed down the hillside, had buried the
original outcrop line,

Schools at Cooper's Creek. (Also dealt with in Vol.T; lio.10, 10/11/68)

Raymond Paull also mentions "a small state school, S.S. 2133, Coppermine,
which Hulbert Black removed in January 1883 to Grass Tree Hill, near Happy-Go-
LuCk:y'ﬂ . B

‘ According to the Education Department's files, there have been three
schools known as Cooper's Creek School. In addition to the one mentioned by
Raymond Paull (S.S. 2133), 1879-1893, there was Cooper's Creek School (also known
as Jubilee) No. 3007, which opened in 1890, 13 miles south of Cooper's Creek,
and also Cooper's Creek School, No. 4077, which opened in the early 1920's.

The Cooper's Creek (or Coppermine) School, No., 2123, opened at the
Copper Mine, lst.March 1879, but when the average attendance dropped to eight
pupils in 1881, because, as Inspector Hepburn reported, "the copper mines have
stopped", it was moved to the site originally selected, on Grass Tree Hill, on
the Walhalla~Toongabbie Road, opening there at the beginning of 1883. Apparently,
some of its pupils were then recruited from Pearsontown (Happy-Go-Lucky), but
since the Happy-Go-Lucky field petered out early, attendances remained low. One
of the head-teachers, Mr. J.F.Schilling, reported 18/9/1888: "There has been no
attendance at this branch so far this week, Happy-Go~Lucky, being an old nining
district whose yields have long since ceased, now numbers only four houses".

This school at Grass Tree Hill was made half-time with Osler's Creek School,

No. 2624, from September 1884 to December 1888, when it was closed. Re~opened .
in Hay 1889, it was burnt down in a bush fire, 3rd, March 1893, S
Head-Teachers. ’

1879-1881...Matthew Robinson 1884-1887. . .Bernard Gray (half-time school)
1882-1883, , ,Grace HMorris 18871888, . o Julius F.Schilling (half-time)

1883-1884. ., William Waldon 1889-1893. ..Ada E.Anderson (ended 3/3/1893)
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Chepter 3...The Diary of Archibald Shaw, 6/2[ 850 t L&[ll;&§l=

- This diary records the voyage made by Archibald Shaw and his family
as they emigrated from the Island of Mull, Scotl&nd, to Australia, on board
'the aa.:.lwg ship, the “Ascﬁndent"

6/ 9/18’50 (Fmday) ...I left Roshall by cart at 6 o'clock and got on 'boarcl the
» "Duntroon", steamer for Glasgow, where we arrived on Sa‘cu‘rday evening.

14/ 9/1850,. .oWe steyed in Glasgow till Friday. Then at 7 o'clock in the’
mommg, we cet off by railway to Edinburgh, and from thence to
Grenton, which passage cost us 20/~ (Glasgow to Granton). Stayed one
night »her saw the Commissioner's Agent; arranged with the "‘I’rident"
steamer fou bmpgmg us to London, and after a run of 43 hours, :
arrived safe in London. :

15/ 9/1850....Conveyed fron there to Deptford where the "Ascendent" was lying.
We left Deptford in tow of two steamers and came out to Gravesend. Ve
cast anchor there till next day..

19/ 9/1850. csoht 12 o'clock we set the "Agcendent" under sa::,l, wind ahead and

g . the first flaten light, We weighed anchor and off to sea. For three

days all was going well, but off Portland Island, began to blow., We
“weré cbliged to heavé to ahd to take in all reefs. On Saturday, the
wind abated and we came to Plymouth on Sunday, where we stayed $ill
Thursday, and got the remainder of our emigrants, - 131.

3/10/1850‘..0Lef“ Plymouth by fair wind and at 12 o'clock passed by Eddiston
Li, gh“ house. At 10 o'clock, saw the Lizard Light, wh:;.ch was the last
merk ‘of England.

/ 10/ 1850....Being fair north wind, we saw a great number of f::.sh called
w4 gorpoises running round the bow of the ship. :
5/10/1850....Came into the Bay of Biscay with north wind which - conta.rmed till
12 o'clock at night, when it blew mostly to hurricane. We left the

shlp with full sails when we went to bed but when we rised there was
only four sails close reefed and the ship lying to.

6/10/1850. .. .Some of the waves rising mountains high but not breaking. Wind S.W.

7/10/1850..,,w@ make some sail but wind ahead. The Mothercary birds around our

. " stern in preat numbers. The most on board are very sick but I and
family are preity well.

-8/10/1850. .. ,Wind fair and well. Ship running the course S.VW. ~

- 9/10/1850. .. .Wind North. Ship running the course S.W. We are clear of the Bay
of Biscay. Saw nine ships at one sight, only one homeward bouzxd a
" schooner.,” Spo&e to. one going to Port Phillip.

10/10/1850....Wind W.E, Blewing heavy gale; sea coming in on both sides, ‘ship
running from 10 to 11 knots an hour, When sitting to Breakfast, one
wave poured in down the main hatch. We saw a pidgeon flying near us,

* which we all considéred to be a carrier pidgeon. Still course S. All
on board in good health, Passengers cook lost his footing and cut his
~hand very badly, be;ng unable to per:f‘orm his duties. You would hear
“nothing bout the noise of tins and seats,squealing of children and
_ screaming of women all rol 3.:mg together, - But I greatly complain of bad
~‘stedring as wind and wave are fair. I have a window in my highest bed
7 %o vhich T sit writing this, but now and then the waves darken it,
although it being on the wind and wave sma, yet I see no . danger
11/10/1850..Mﬁmd SiW. Sight another ship. bear:.ng all sails except Royals. Saw
a levk and a sparrow. A1l weil,, no sickness on board yet. No. shly in
sight; we left all, o

12/10/1850. ... . S1ight wind, south and by E. Ship two points off the course. S;poke
to a French ship cmmd to Bordo. Saw many whales and fcwl of . country
kind. ‘

13/ 10/18f”,. .+-Being Sabbath vsrv calm and beaut:z.ful warm as in midsummer day, Wa

’ feel and see thet we are getting into a warmer climate. This is the
first Sabbath our Chapla:.n has had religious service. We all assembled
on deck and after performing the usual prayers which consists all in
reading, he gave us a short discourse from Exodus 33 Chp. 15 verse. -
"Agus thuthaut isis mur tz.edde lathaireache medlehuium sia transuaa
gimma s0 ~=" '

14/10/1850.,,@Tae ship aid not male her length. Light wind S. . Wa spoke to
~an Italian ship.
15/10/ 1850...,Brisk wind S\W. on mde in s:.ght of Maderiah about }.500 miles
frem London in England. AJl in health except one child who. has the
appoarsace ¢ death some mx days. :
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16/10/1850..;.J1n& S blowing fresh. The s;ck child dxed. Saw one ship home~ -
- ward bound 1atitude 32, 17. A
17/10/1850. .. .Very calm and warm. Ve buried’thé dead child after breakfast. Wind
and waves between Maderiah and Sanspatta even. Are seeing houses on both
islands, black and barren high mountains, saw a steamer outward bound.
3.8/1@/1850. «.odforth wind; light breeze; sea very settled. All studding sails out.
: Night warm. Slept with one sheet over me,
19/10/1850*...L1ght breeze, ¥, wind. Irish girl died. Course N.W. Ship running
between 3% and 4 knots an hour. Difference of time 17 hours.
20/10/1859...6Light wind but fair, ship 4 knots an hour, off the Canary Islands,
%Yo Leward called Palm Islands,
21/10/1850...¢Br13k wind ¥.E. course still S.”. Ship about 6 knots an hour, All
luggage on deck. Difference of time 1% hours, This evening we buried
another woman,
22/1&/1850...v3harp wind N.E. We have the trade winds since the 18th.
23/10/1850.,..Ship running about 6 knots an hour.
24/10/1850. . ¢, E+SoE. wind; course still S.W. Ship going at same rate as yesterday.
- Donald has the appearance of whooping cough.
25/10/1850, ...Wind E. Shlp going 5 knots all well, Seeing flying fish every
. day this week..
26/10/1850. ...Light wind, Ship only going 3 knots. Expecting to see Cape Verde
in the mornlng ox"r,
27/10/1850....Wind E. Light breeze. Course south. Being Sunday, we had a short
. discourse after reading the usual lessons. No land in sight.
28/10/1850. .., Light wind E.
29/10/1850. . . .Wind shif%ing. Two ships ahead ateerzng same course with us. This
is warm climate,
30/10/1850....W1nd Ne¥e very 11ght. Course S.VY. Very warm, 230 miles from the
- line, All blankets laid by, only sheets used. Seamen lie on the seats and
the floor.:
31/10/1850....Nc W1nd. Very hot. Also one month at sea.,
1/11/1850....Light wind W.¥W. with some rain.
2/11/1850....A1most no wind and great falls of raln, everyone willing to cateh
a- bucketful for washing.
3/11/1850....Sunday. Light winds V. and a great shoal of sharks around the ship
one of whom the sailors catch after the sermon. Two sails ahead going same
cobrse with us. :

4/11/1850....Heavy rains, Wind very light, shifting very often. Not five minutes

from one point. Ve filled every empty cask. Ship making little or no way,

5/11/1850. ... Fair and varm. No wind till 4 o’clock, then rain and light wind

from S.V.
6/11/1850....Very calm, Great falls of rain. The mate killed a dolphin by
. "grains" ?12 1b. weight.

7/11/1850....L1ght wind very changeable. Near the line., -

8/11/1850....5aw two ships last night homeward bound. Wind S.E. Ship off her
course 5 points running 4% knots.

9/11/1850. . ..Light wind V. Ship making 2} knots. Sails in sight going the seme
way as we. are but 5 points off her right course. Fair and very warm. All
lie on seats or floor all night, :

10/11/1850....Light wind ahead.Spoke to "Amelia" of Glasgaw, 21 days out. -
11/11/1850,...Calm and dry wind changesble,
12/11/1850. . ..Brisk wind S.W. Ship running 6 knots an hour,
13/11/1850,.,.Cros&ed the line at 12 o'clock last night. Ship running 7 knots,
. 2:points of £ course. Ve are in the trade winds.
14/11/1850....5hip off course 1} points. Running 6 knots.
15/11/1850. ...Ship running course S and S.W. 8f knots.
16/11/1850.*..E. wind. Ship running ? knots and on the caurse. 8 degrees past line.
Sally sick, ¢onfined to bed, only today. No sail in sight.,
17/11/1850¢.¢.Sunday. Fine breeze E, wind. Had sermon on deck and prayer meeting
~ at night. Cook Bidale bawling and Chaplain praying.
18/11/1850...,Continued fine, strong 2. wind, Ship on course. :
19/11/1850,...Wind strong but Ship bearing all sails moving in averaga of 200
miles each 24 hours since crossing Equator 12th.
20/11/18504 .. .lirs, Pearce and Russell sick of bowel complaint since Sth. Very
light wind, still E. Ship going only 2% knots.
21/11/1850...,Light E. wind. Ship going 3 knots; 8 points off course,
22/11/1850. .. .E. rather sharp wind. Going 5 knots; saw steamer.
23/11/1850....Light B. wind. Ship going only 3 knots an hour



24/11/1850. . .Sunday. Wind N.E. A1l s*hudd:.ng aails set. aoﬁ.ng 6 knots. Spoka %o
the "Federal" of Liverpool, bound to Adelaide, 43 days mzt, and we ’52 days
.. outs Yet 600 miles from Cape of Good Hope. ‘
25/11/1850. . ,Still wind N, Ship going 10 kts; fore Royals hoisted. -
26/11/1850,.,Light wind but heavier sea. Still N, 5 kmots. —
- 27/11/1850...Mostly calm; 2 knots. A child died suddenly and buried at 5 o'c;ock.
28/11/1850. . .Last night the ship was in full sail, but in the morming all -
studding sails were taken down. Wind N, blowing fresh. At 8, blew hard. All
hands was called to reef top sails, before she could be eased off; she was
~for 2 minutes running with water on deck one half between the gunnale and
© .‘thé hatches under. Two sails are torn, mizzen and main top gallant royals
After this squall and settling draw six sails, the wind N.W. continued. Ship
‘'going 10 knots till 7 o'clock; wind round W. and moderate till 10 o'clock,
when it blew fresh S.W. a hurricane, All sails were cleud up except 2 under
reef, ’.i:‘op waves came in so that we had to cover the hatches with tarpaulins.
Some rise out of bed, women and children crying, men praying who did not
since entering the ship, John Tope crying out with all his might, "Lord,
have mercy on my poor soul". It was my turn and Pearce to watch till 12, but
we stayed up till near 3 o clock when the wind abated. Something bréke the
log line at l.a.m,
29/11/1850, .:Sharp winds S oypos:uba the Cape about 700 miles West. Course due
Bagt by South.
30/11/}.850,.,Blowing herd E, wind; ship lying to under close reef top-sails.
Wind chifted back to S.W. but very strong. Course E. by S. Sea very roughq A
2/ 12/1850, . .Light wind right shead. Fresh breeze. Doyle in iroms. ‘
3/12/1850,,.°L1gm wind S. and by E. Mrs, Pearce who died last night buried a‘b
:12 o'clock, Died of bowel’ compla:t.nts.
4/12/1850...Fine breeze. N. wind, and going 5 knota. A1 s*kudding s&ils out,
“Many whales seen. Course S.E,
5/12/ 850s4.A light wind. Ship going 4. lme'bs - on course. Mrs. Boch and an Irish
girl delivered of children.
6/12/1850. .,.Wind E. by N. Ship going 6 knots, 3 points off course. Most ‘of the
~passengers badly of bowel complaint and all the medecine for that complaint
exhausted.
7/12/1850...84iff wind N. by E. Going 8 knots. Child died; another very bad.
8/12/1850. . .High wind N.W. Going 11 knots, course E,by S. We buried another
child died of whooping cough.
9/12/1850.. .Strong wind S.W. going 11 knots, course E. by S. .. .
10/12/1850...Very strong wind W, Going 1l knots. Course E.S.E. raugh sea.
ll/ 12/1850..,Very strong but fair wind. Going 11} knots. Top. waves-coming in now
“and then, Many in bed.
12/12/1850,..Uma W.S.V. Going 6 knots. Course E.S.E. Mrs. Granfel and others
Zery ill by bcwel eomplam’s. Catch 3 bi:::ds oalled Albatmss, 10 £t from tijp
o tips
13/12/1850. . .Very calm. Ship making no way. Mrs, Granfel badly.
14/12/1850. . N, wind. Ship going 6 knots having all studding seils ou"b. ‘
15/12/1850, . .Mrs. Lax died. Left husband and 6 children, Buried 5 o'clock with .
anchor 4 cwt. 90 1b fixed %o her coffin,’ Calm ’t::s.ll 12 o 'elock, then N, wind
continued all right; going 10 knots. - = :
16/12/1850.,.N. wind; going ‘10 knots; course &, by S, B
17/12/1850. . JN.W. wind.- Ship going 4 knots. Two shlps in s::.ght running same
course, Ship rolling greatly.
18/12/1850,+ . Light breeze N, till 3. o'clock, Sud&en change to S. with appearance
of ‘rain, Mr, Granfel died ’bea.ng ill of bowel complaint and stoppage of water,
‘Doctor gave him a dose of Laudenum from which he never spake after.
19/12/1850, ,.Wind ahead., Mr, Granfel buried. Foggy and rain.
20/12/1850. .4 Wind S.W. Going 11 knots. Cold, weath.er, women and c;hmldren cmepmg
to their beds. Rough sea, '
21/12/1850...Wind N.V, Going 7 knots; course.E. by S. Day aeventeen hours. G:c.rl
and woman in hospital,
22/12/1850. . .8unday, Service on decks’ W’md N. Pine bmeze. Carz;'ying all
studding sails. Course S.E. .
23/12/1850., . .Strong wind, mostly E. 10% knots; course E.S.E. Filling casks with :
‘ salt water for ballast. Fore royal: torn and a bolt broken.
24/12/1850. . .Strong wind N.E. 10 knots. Course E.S.E.
25/12/1850...Christnas Day. Very strong, rough sea. N.W. wind, 10 knots,
Course E. by S. 150 miles in 13 hours. - :
26/12/1850. . ., wind, l:igh’c braezea 8 kﬁet& 'Course Ee by Se
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C27/12/1850...5t111 N. light wxnd. The Irish girl's baby died and buried. Rain
» and fog. 6 knots. Course E. by S. .
28/12/1850...ﬁ Wiwind, very: strong . Studd;ng salls anﬁ.brock S&ll torn. Shlp
going 11} knots. Course E. by S, by £ 5. .
29/12/1850,..Eswind. Strong gale, Reefed tap sails. NMostly lying to. ,
30/12/1850, . .0.W.wind, strong: 9 knots. Course E.by S. Child died.and was buried.
31/12/1850. ..S.W. light wind. 3 knots. Coursé E, by S. :
1/ 1/1851...N.wind blowing hard. Very cold. Course Es Gib torn to rags and
halted brack. 9 knots, =
2/ 1/1851...Wind W, blowing hard. Shipplng sea both sides. Main sail cleued up,
for royal top gallant stowed. Course due E. Ship going 10+ knots, rolling
terribly. Very cold and wet.
3/ 1/1851... Wowind, Still hard sea ruming, not so high. Ship going 12 knots.
Course E,by S. Some child badly.
,4/ 1/1851*..St111 We and blowing. We had the heaviest sea aslzet last night,
- shipping seas on each side, on deck. Today not so much. 11¥ knots. -
Gourge S.E. 8ince 3 days, no person can walk the deck dry. :
5/ 1/3851,..Strong wind still V. Vashing decks. 10 knots. Course E. by s.
. Disease not so Prevalent. ‘
6/ 1/1851...Sharp wind, still E. 9} knots. Course E. '
7/ 1/1851...N W. light wind; smooth sea; T knots. Course E. by N. '
8/ 1/1851...H,w. light wind. 4+ knots. Course E.by N. Two ch;lﬁren died and
were buried.
9/ 1/1851. :,Wind W, Golng 8 knots. Course E by N. Heather gettzng ho%ter. ches

~iW?%kmﬁ&(MmmeEbyH.anzmdwwm» '
11/ 1/1851...N.W.wind. ‘6 knots, Course E by Wo Faxr,warm and pleasant weather.
12/ 1/1851...5unday. Light wind. Ship off course 3 points.
13/ 1/185%...Vind ahead. Mostly calm. Spoke to "Applost" left Plymouth 10 days
before us going to Adelaide.
14/ 1/1851...Sharp breeze W. 9 knots. Course mostly E. uxpecting to see 1and
today.

cknew ed ement L orghne

. This record of the Journal of Archibald Shaw was taken from a ccpy made
by M., Radhel Shaw (Nrs J.C.A.Shaw) in 1941, and held by Mrs. L.M.Shaw of
77 Héyle" Street, Morwell, 3840,

The Shaw Famml fram the Island cf M 11 Seotland .

Arcglbald Shaw, son of Neil Shaw, was born in 1795 at "he Leob", near
Bunesson Mull., On the 2T7th. August 1828, he married Amn Mcﬁonald, (born 1803 at
Bunesganj,éaugh%er of' Coll McDonald. Archlbald Shaw died at "Otterburn", North
Hazelwood, Victoria, 7/6/1889, aged 94 years. His wife, Ann Shaw, died at -
"Otterburn", North Hazelwood, 17/4/1882. Their children were:.

1. Sally (Marion), born 5/3/1830, died 1904, buried in Hazelwood Cemetery. .
2. Donald.vs.u.....born 21 8/1832 died 1911, buried in Hazelwood Cemetery.,
3, Weild,. %\ .. v, ..born 1/6/1835 died 1854, buried at Ovens Diggings.

4. Collea..irna.. born 4/1/1830,died 1922, buried at Southern Cross, Weks
5¢ JOMNeeuvsonssssoborn 3/11/1843,died 1919, buried at Bunbury, W.A. -
6. Jessie (Janet)..born 2/9/1845,died 1937, buried in Hazelwood Cemetery.

Donald Shaw, 18321911, son of Archibald Shaw, was 18 years old, whan
the family emigrated to:South Australia in 1850-1851 on board the "Ascendent".
Donald Shaw was one of thé early selectors in the Moxwell area, was elected to
the first Morwell Shire" ‘Council, and became its. first President, 1892, :

The family is related to the Macquarle family of Mull, of whom the :
most famous member was Governor Lachlan Macquarie, Governor of New South Wales,
(that 1&, Australma) 1809~1821. . : £

Sdme NO‘bes On the Shaw Bi&zg....-oo:tao«»..coaq»,oo-.occu--.abv 3:- T Maddem:

Tn the archives of the Adelaide Public Library, there is a record of
the arrival of this ship, the "Ascendant", with a complete passenger list, and
other information of interest..The list of;the new arrivals in the Colony. of
South Australia was published in the- ﬁdeiaide newspaner, It givgs the follawmng
details:

Arrived 15th,’ January, “the “Ascendamt" 562 tnns, Captain Spencer, from Lcndon
and Plymouth. (Then follows the list of those on board, divided into two groups, ~
the passengers, who paid for their passage, and the emlgrants)




. The passengers were: George Fife Angas and Mrs. Angas; Messrs., Wm.

Angas, Henry Brazil, Edward Ridpath, and Coode, Mr., Fox and six children,
Mr. Kay, Mr. Gemmon (Religious Instructor), and Mr., Rock (Surgeon-Superintendent).

There were 254 emigrants including the eight members of the Shaw.

Births during the voyage were: Mrs. Lampria - a girl; Mrs. Bull - a boy;
Mrs. J. Broom - a boy; and Mrs, Cole - a boy. T ,
 Deaths during the voyage were: lrs. Fox (cabin passer er); William
Henry Blight (6 months); Bridget Barry (16 aarS); S. Prout (54”; Ellen Lene (1);
Mrs, Pearce (54); Thomas Bastian ( 6 monthsg; M. Leonard (2); William Grenfell
(57); A.M.Broom (1 month); Jane Cullen (8); A. Lampria (13); A, Bowering (13).

Explanatory CommentS..sescesesssessesssscnnesannsssesessby I To Maddern.

lecoeos.The most important passenger on board this ship was George Fife Angas,
sometimes called the Father of South Australia. As Director of the South
Australian Company, he was the man mainly responsible for the dispatch of the
first group of settlers to South Australia in 1836. The South Australian
Company, which had obtained & large grant of land, was trying to develop the
new colony under the Wakefield Scheme, an ingenious ‘plan suggested by Edward
Gibbon Wakefield, by which land was sold, not cheaply but at a sufficiently
high price, to finance a constant stream of immigrants into the colony. These
immigrants, chosen agricultural workers and tradesmen, would eventually be
_able to-buy land, and so the process of development and expansion would go
on in an ordered way. - o e
The emigrants from England, Scotland and Ireland on board the "Ascendant"
were Wakefield Scheme emigrants. A few of these emigrants contributed something
towards the cost of their passage, and no doubt received some consideration
in return, - perhaps slightly better quarters on the ship. Archibald Shaw
;paid . £15..: . e R L - ,
o . George Fife Angas, 1789~1879, had sent his ‘eldest son John Howard
- Angas, 1823-1894, to South Australia inh 1843 to manage the Company's affairs
out here, and then emigrated himself in 1850-51 at the age of 61 .years. He
‘was a member of the South Australian Parliament 1851-1866, and died-at
Angaston, South Australia, a township named after him, in 1879, at the age
of 90 years. In 1838, he had assisted 620 Lutherans from Germany and suffering
religious persecution in their own country, to emigrate to South Australia.
Avgustus Kavel was the leader of this group, which came out in three ships
chartered by Angas, and largely financed by him. Angus was a Quaker.

.é...;;.,.mhe.fact'that~this was a South Australian Gomyany ship or é.wakéfield
Scheme ship, explains the visit to the "Commissioner's Agent" (14/9/1850) -
the agent of the South Australian Company Commissioner. = . L

Beeeesosallost of the entries in the diary deal simply with the progress of the
vessel -~ the direction and force of the wind, speed of -the vessel and course.

7 This is relatively uninteresting to us now, although anyone interested in

navigation could plot pretty accurately the-complete course taken.

bevesesselt seems that the vessel did not call-in at-any place from the actual ™
commencement of the voyage from Plymouth (3/10/1850) till the arrival in
Adelaide (15/1/1851): The last landmark of England sighted was the Lizard
Light. The Bay of Biscay is mentioned but there is-no comment. about any land
that may have been sighted in that area. Madeira was sighted 17/10/1850 and
the Canary Islands, three days later, 20/10/1850. Shaw expected to see Cape
Verde, the most westerly point of Africa, 27/10/1850, but does not say if he
did so. The ship crossed the Equator, 12/11/1850 and by the last week of
November, was in the vicinity of the Cape of-Good Hope, but again, there is-
no indication of land being sightéd, Neither is the Australian coast line
. mentioned. - o T B L B N

Presumably, this non-stop type of voyage was the usual thing. Such a

. procedure must have meant oarrying cohsiderable supplies, and no doubt there
must have been shortages sometimes. For example, a comment is made, 6/12/1850,
that all the medicine for the prevailing illness ("bowel complaint") had been
exhausted, Fresh water casks were replenished by heavy rain,

5¢secessThere were times of calm and storm, one of ihe storms:being severe. - .
enough to warrant fears for the safety of the ship and the people on board.
Speed was down to nil (14/10/1850 -"The ship did not make her length") and
up to 12 knots. The whole journey from Plymouth to Adelaide took 104 days,
which means an average of from .5 to 6 knots, THe family took steam ships from
Mull to Glasgow and from Edinburgh to London, and two steamers towed the
vessel from Deptford to Gravesend.
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Boveonessh little investigation and thought shows that the apparent obscurity of
some of the entries is due to the difficulty of deciphering some of the writing
in the diary, particularly the names of places, persons and things. The sense
of the context will frequently enable the transcriber to guess a doubtful °
word, but there is no such help when it is a question of names. Perhaps
Archibald Shaw mis-~spelt some of the names, spelling them ag he heard them,
and not having any printed reference. It would be quite easy for anyone not
accustomed to the name to hear "Grenfell" for example, as "Granfel". Indeed
"Grenfell" itself is probably a corruption of "Grenville'. Even the reporter
for the Adelaide newspaper transcribed some names wrongly, writing "Sadgrove"
for "Ludgrove"., Corrections should be made in the following entries:

19/ 9/1850...In all the records of the time, the spelling of the ship's name
is given as “Ascen&ant", where today we seem to prefer "Ascendent'”.

. Perhaps the phrase division has been wrongly transcribed here
and the entry might be "At the first flush of light we weighed anchor and
put to seal

12/10/1850,..0bv19usly "Bordo" means "Bordeaux'.
13/10/1850...7’e have used "Exodus" here instead of "Stodus" whmch appeared in
... the copy we used. The text for the sermon was Exodus, Chapter 33, Verse 15,
o, which is, "And he (Moses) said unto Him (God), 'If thy presence go not
-~ with me, carry us not up hence'", This text from the book of Exodus (the
- . going-out) seems particularly apt for an emigrating group. No doubt
., “Archibald Shaw knew his Gaelic Bible well,and could quote such verses.
17/10/1850...Not even the most detailed atlas -glves any such place as
- . "Sanspatta'. Could he have mis-heard "San Sebastian?"
5/11/1890‘..How did the mate kill a dolphin? "By 'grains' 712 lbs,weigh "
does not make sense. ?resumably the transcriber could not decipher the
- 100 figure in the weight given.
17/11/1850...The entry, "Cook Bidale Bawling and Chaplain praying" probably
does not mean that the cook was in tears. The passenger list shows men by
the name of Cock, Biddle and Bowering Perhaps these three, or men with
similar names assisted the Chaplain in leading prayer. -
5/12/1850...”Nrs.Bach and an Irish girl delivered of children", The birth
list above shows that the names of these two women were Mrs. Bull and
L - Mrs Broow.
,15/12/1850..."hrs‘Lax died". This should be "Mrs, Fox died".
18/12/1850...The shipping list gives "Grenfell" for "Granfel!.

TevesesssThe number of emigrants given in the entry for 19/9/1850 refers only to
those boarding the ship at Plymouth, These emigrants would be mainly from
Cornwall and Ireland. The analysis of the full complement of emigrants is
89 men (38 married and 51 single); 77 women (38 married and 39 31ngle) o
81 children under 14 years (40 boys and 41 girls) and 7 infants, glvnng a
total of 254 persons, .

Glggslana‘s Links with Earlx Governors.

1. Governor thlip Gidley King, Gavernor of ﬂew Seuth Yales, 1800-1806,

Governor King‘s eldest son, thlllp Warker King hecame the fmrst N
Australian to reach the rank of Admiral in the British Navy. He had seveén sons,
four of whom, at one time or another, were squatters in Gippsland. They were -
John King, William Essington King, Charles King, and Arthur Septimus King. The
first two, John and William Esslngton King were eéarly members of the Rosedale
Shire Councll. There are still descendents of Governar Kmng living in Gzppsland.

The Shaw family of Morwell and the Macquarie family both came frnm fhe
Island of Mull, Scotland. A nephew of the Gnveznor, Murdoch Macquarie, emigrated
to Australia and lived with the Shaw family at their farm,\?ﬁtterburn" Hazelwood.
He died in 1904, and lies buried in the Hazelwood Cametery in the Shaw family
"vault"., The inscription on his tombstone states simply: .
"Murdoch MeQuarrie, died 28/7/1904, aged 84 years"

3 Smr Charles Hotham, Govern nor of Vzctegia, 18§§ 55;

- The first selector at Budgeree, 12 miles south of Tliorwell, was Captain
Herbert Villiam Glendining Payne, R.N. the son of Captazn William Payne R.N. and
lirs Payne (formerly Cecilia Dorothea Glendining, a niece of Sir Charles Hotham).




The destruc*hmn racently (3.908) by flre m? the 01& Brmdge I:m, Rosedale ’
removes one of the oldest landmarks of our town. It was originally a travellers'
2 regt-house, kept by James Uidﬁowsan, more familiarly kmown as "0ld Jim", In the

early fifties, it went through various alterations and enlargements until it
blossomed forth as a licensed hotel.. “01:1 Jim" was known far and wide in Gipps—
- land by all whose business caused thgm to travel down the south bank of the
Glengarry River (the early name for the Latrobe River) and he was not unknown
to some who hailed from the southern side of Bass Strait. Anyway, when he settled
" down on the south bank of Blind Joe's Creek, he ‘became a public boon, and uae&
. to have the '0ld hut filled wi’ch wayfarers.

“The accommodation was certainly. primtive, w:;:!:h wattle and daub walls,
earth i‘loor, bark roof, and small, square loopholes in the walls with wooden .
shutters served as windows. A big fireplace, with an enormous log at the back
kept the company warm on. cold nights, A big billy of milkless tea and an
occasional bottle of rum (costing 10/- a bottle) served 'tD assis*& to vwhile the
evamng avay until it was time.to turn.in. -

“Hany yarns were pﬁ;ched .about the armiem: pmwess of axplorers, cattle-
ﬁuffers, brand-fakers, and other. ‘topics- of local interest. At times, a greasy’
pa.e.k of cards was produced, and’ ganmes of ("A1l Fours", and "Beggar Tour Ne:ighbour“
ensued, while a slush lamp flick.ered away on the!: table s cas‘bing eer:ie shadows

-around. Then to bed, which simp]:y meant plaaing yaur saddle for a pillcm on the
hcmemaﬁe bedstead, consisting ‘of forked sticks fixed in the floor, saplings laid
- from one to another;, and some good sheets ‘of bark for the top. Under ordinary
'.;:ircumtanoes, there was room for six sleepers, each rolled up: in his own blanket
" or possum rug, and each with his saddle pillow, When an 0dd man. turned up, it
meant a. growl if he clambered up on to the bed, so the newcome:: generally ma&e :
his doss with old Jim in front of the fireplace.,

) The mailmen also camped at Jim's hostelry on h:l,s Way to an& from Port
Albert. and loe, as the change horses were kept in Old. Jim’a paddoek which ran.
along the scrub. - .

... .The mails in ‘chose days arrived weekly, and. were, csmveyed by WQ mde:cs.
Mat the mailman hrought Her Majesty's mails from :Dandenong to0 Moe, where he met
Jerry the mailman who had conveyed them from Port Albert, via Sale and Rosedale.
At Commissioner Bob's lostelry at loe they stayed the night, and next morning,
Mat returned to Dandenong with the Gippslanders’ correspondence conveniently
carried in a. valise on the front of the saddle. Jerry had the Melbourne mail for
Ga.ppsland in another valise on his saddle en route for Port Albert.

: Oceasional newspapers filtered through into Gippsland by these means,
but illustrated newspapers scarcely ever got to the eastern side of Dandenong.

) Travellers through to Gippsland used to travel under the convoy of the
mailman, for which convenience a note was the usual solatium, added to of course
by drinks at the few pubs en route, at all of which the price was a shilling.

' These wayfarers all added to 0ld Jimmy Widdowson's profits, until in course of
time he took to wife a buxom damé who ‘speedily brought about certain revolution-
ary changes in the menage of the. househéld. Bedsteads were constructed of sawn
timber -.quite a luxury in‘thoseé times, ‘as it was too expensive to import from
Ta.smania, where all other necessities of life came from in those days. Sheets
were even not unknown, and bush hay made more cosy beds than the old sheet of
bark did.. The status of the o0ld place rose. Addz.’cmns were ’tmilt, a.butcher's.
shop was established, and general prosperity not only distended the pockets of
Old Jimmy, but those of his wife also. .

. In those days, the traveller was gulded into Rosedale after da.:e,k by ‘che
candle which alyays glimmered in the window of Tom Timbs' house which is, alas,
no more, 0ld Mr, Timbs used to keep the light twinkling in the window frame for
the benefit of the benighted wayfarer,until a reasonably late hoéur in the evening.
The crossing of Blind Joe's Creek, coming from the west into Rosedale was towards
the lower part of the creek ere it diverged into the morass, and the water at
this place was particularly dark; made more ‘so by the high wall of ti-tree mrub
on each side, so that; to.a stranger, the crossing looked rather dismal., On one
occasion, a Government Surveyor, who was new to the district and -E;ravelling .

_ alone on his way to Sale , came to -the ¢éreek at dusk, and apparently doubting the
depth of the water, divested himself of his boots, socks and pants in case of a
swim, and sat perched on his horse like an 0ld hielandman, Then;l_ﬁxaraa waded

through cautiously, the water being up to its usual height, about half-way up to
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the horse's knees. Just as the dlsgueted surveyer had got over he was met by a
Rosedaleite who, after one glance, whipped. his horse round and galloped into the
township, announcing the advent of a lunatic from Yarra Bend just behind him,

The surveyor was glad to get on his way next morning to Sale.

: In what is now the business locality of Prince Street, were the abodes
‘,’of Sam the Snob, and 01d Joe Treader. Sam was of a reticent nature and was looked
upon as a bit of a mystery. Joe Treader and his wife were not unfamiliar with
matrimonial strife, and lMrs. Joe's yells were a source of nocturnal disquiet.

; The south~west cormer of the cemetery is now the resting place of these
olden day folk, who were usually buried in an unorthodox style, since parsons
were scarce in those days, and the Rev. Willoughby Bean, who was the ghostly
~ comforter and adviser of Central Gippsland, was hard to find at home. Four panels

of post and rail fence around the grave finished off the burial ceremony, as the
cemetery was open bush. Yet even then, there were persons like John Gilpin's
wife "of frugal mind", for on the occasion of the burial of an old gentleman
whose boast was that he had been the Governor's coachman before he "1lit" in
Victoria, his two sons were discussing the spot of the grave, when Peter said,
"We'll put him along o' 0ld Sam, then two ends and a side will fence him in",
Next to.0ld Sam, Dad lies to this day. :

In the corner of the paddock just nppasite to the present smithy, the
late lir. George Rintoull had the first blacksmith's shop in Rosedale, and in the
old house next to it, many of his family were born, ere he purchased the site

~uponwhich he built the comfortable dwelling he passed his latter days in. His
advent was a novelty for Gippsland horses, who rarely had a set of shoes on their
feet. The writer, who was on his way to Port Albert at the time, stayed at the
new forge to get a pair of fqrewshoes on the filly he was riding, and when he
‘paid five shillings for them, Mr. Rintoull told him it was the first money he had
handled since he had started in business. The good old dog "Trust" was much alive
in Gippsland at that time, Later on, an inn in Stratford had a sign of a dog
extended full-length, and underneatl, the legend, "0ld Trust is dead™, In those
early days, there was a beautiful szmplicity in business matters, and the tariff
was not hard to remember,

‘Mr, John Rowley's father had a property adaoiﬁing the Uiddnwsons ana
further down was Mr, James Rintoull's. For the convenience of travellers &nd -
others, lMr. Rowley kept a stock of sundries which came in very useful at times,

‘Tobacco (Barrett's Twist) was ten shillings a pound; tea was 5/-; sugar 1/-;

Blucher boots were £1 a pair, and a blue shirt was also a note. Flour was sixz-

pence a pound. Rum was the universal drink and had to be imported from either

Flooding Creek (now Sale) or the Old Port (Port Albert) and was 10/- a bo-m:le,

and was ‘generally bought by the couple 80 as to avold breaking the note. g
-~ Vhen, some time afterwards, Mr. Henry Luke opened a proper store in

Rose&ale, bushmen from as far as Moe and Scrubby Forest journeyed to Rosedale

to see the reality, and found like the Queen of Sheba, when she went to visit

King Solomon, that the half of the wonders had not been told.

In the old days the gardens of Rosedale, though few in number, were
very prolific of peaches. Indeed, to such an extent did this luscious fruit abound,
that buckets full of them were carried daily to feed the pigs. A rather funny
incident occurred over this diet. An old resident had a splendidly grown pig
which he took much interest in and fed well on peaches. One morning, going as
usual to feed his pet, he found the animal woefully deficient in size, and how
it came down was a marvel to him, On the séme morning, another old identity was
much cheered when, on going to feed his pig, he found that an abnormal growth
had takeén place durlng the time since he had given piggy his supper the night -
before., Number one owner medltated about going to the Creek (sale) for the
Sergeant, who at that time was the embodiment of the law under Mr, Commissioner
Tyers, but number two owner was quite satisfied with things as they were. Before
going to interview the sergeant, number one had a look round the top end of the -
town and discovered his property . in number two's sty. A royal row ensued and' it
wag Only on the adm;ssmon of ‘a well-known wag and the :soothing influence. of a '
Jbottle of rum that peace was restnred, The wag and a frlend had effected an -
exchange during the previous nig ‘

In those tzmes, there wgre two great StGCkr&ealer& in these parts.

One was well-khown as Billy Morris, and the other was Mr. William Watt. :
Billy Morris had & house smtuated in what is now the stable yard of the Rosedale
Hotel, It was & fair-sized, comfortable dwelllng It was purchased and demolished
by Mr. Cansick when he buzlt the hotel. The hotel was said to have sold a pint’

of béer for every brick laid in the building.. Our present old and worthy towns-
man, Mr, William Allen, demolished Billy's house. in the course of the march of -
improvements then taking place in Rosedale, but many social evenings had been
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spent in i%. As Mr, lorris dealt in cattle, so did Mr, Watt in horses. He was
reckoned the best judge of a horse for many miles around and he always had a
good mount to lend to a friend. On the day he abjured bachelorhood and became a
benedict, his bride, one of the prettiest of Rosedale girls, rode his pet mount
»"Black&.e“ the like of which for beauty and spirit is not to be found in present-
aay horse-fiesh.

: 0f other celebrities of those days who have now, alas, passed away, may
be mentioned Charlie Walker, who had a dairy just about where the old Port Road
turned from the cemetery; Maloney, who lived just opposite the present school;
0ld Bill Creighton, who, when not bullock-driving, had the mild contour of a
bishop; and 0ld Bill Nunday, who was a retainer of the late Mr. Rowley. On one
festive occasion and after dancing, Bill sat down in a round, iron pot in which
some beef was boiling, not a comfortable settee at all for poor old Bill, Yes,
they had their fun in those days too - a bit uproarious at times, but still in
hearty gocd-will and joviality.

Talking of beef naturally reminds me of the butcher of those daya, still
alive and still in Gippsland, John lMcMahon was the purveyor of beef. Nutton was
not known in the land and very little fresh beef found its way to the table. As
soon as the bullock was cut up, it went into the tub. Our old friend John had
three tubs into which he sorted his meat. Customers who paid cash were suppl;.ed
~out of Tub Number One; customers who required credit got their beef out of Tub
Number Twe; and those folk whose cash went more in the line of "0ld Jamaica" and
who selden paid their meat account, got their supply from Tub Number Three. Our
old friend Jchn McMahon established the first Sunday School ever held in Rosedale.
It was adjoining the butcher's shop in an old bark house which stood at the
corner now occupied by Mr., George Rintoull's garden, and in if, the few callow
Rosedaleiles received their early religious education, uncared for by church -
~authorities but cared for by one who had a tender corner in his heart Tor the
children. The same building was afterwards occupied by Mr. Robinson, who, after
severe and heavy financial losses in Melbourne, brought a portion of his stock
‘round by Port Albert, and established the first sadd.lery business in North
Glppwlaud, outside Sale.

' : - In the early days, Rosedale was virtually a bush para&xse, 1solated
from 't:he "radding world". Its inhabitants led lives of untroubled peace.
- Sometimes, an inhabitant had a desire to extend his experiences and see
some’ching of the world and of town life. Then, he could do so with little or no
travelling expenses., The mobs of fat cattle or horses afforded the means. The -
drovers or squatiers would always pay travelling expenses for an assistant on
the road, and food for man and horse while in town, providing the stay was not
too long. The writer had a very pleasant excursion on these lines, Having some
business in town, not urgent, he saw Mr, John Shiel, who was at that time-
managing for the Hon. E.J.Crooke's father at Holey Plain, and arranged to help
Mr, Shiel to town with a draft of the celebrated E.C. horses which were going
for sale. (E.C. horses readily brought £40 to £50). The journey was made with -
horses at aboul double the stages the cattle took for the trip, so that there '
was no weariness on the way, and the time passed pleasantly. Once in Melbourne
horse~yards, all responsibility ceased and the traveller was on his own, ‘an& he
generally managed to get a mate for company on the journey home. . : 3k
. . - Mr, John Shiel, who still resides in Rosedale, was one of the very
earliest inhabitants, and could tell some funny stories of the very early days
when the blackfellow was in the land, and old Billy was hut-keeper at the Holey
Plain, There are not many people nowaé,ays who think of looking up the old, dead
gun-~trees cn the Common and dlong the river, where the blackfellow's tomahawk<
cut for his, toe~hole when hunting possums can be seen. Sometimes he hunted
"woolly. possun" in the shape -of the wretched little merinos that used to be
herded on "The Ridge" by Mr. John King's Chinese shepherds who didn't, like
blackfellows, and were even more afraid of them than they were of "Tow Key" as.
they. pronounced their employer's name, At that time sheep were not a; success in .
Gippsland. The country and climate were too wet; foot-rot becane. a p‘mb" e, and -
the "woollies" consequently gave way to cattle, ‘which thrived in the swampy
back-waters, - e

When a Rosedaleite wished to pay a visit to "The Creek" (saz ﬂ,e)g h@ had
three routes open to him. The fine, easy way he now has by the Backwater and .
 River Bridges and the Cutting, was then dense scrub. It was almost impossible-
to get to the river bank there. So, one of the three routes was by.a track which
led through the backwater at the place where Mr. John Wright's farm is now, and .
where there was a spar bridge across the river. A horse could be- led over this
if taken carefully, and then the track went over the Ridge Hill.at the back of -
the homestoad and thence followed the river bank through the R:.dge and Kilm,any ,
Park runs,pessing the latter homestead,and so across an old bridge over the river.
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Another route, but very seldom used, was by a ford over the river on
the Holey Plain run, where the outcrop of the edge of the basin of the Sale
Artesian water deposit crossed the river near Garden Point. It was none too easy
~ to get to, through the back-water, and naﬁ very safe to negotiate if the river

was high, '

The third route led right dawn the Holey Plain end Tanjil runs,te the
"Hill Top", where there was a morass to cross, sometimes up to the horse's
girths, and sometimes dry land. This hav1ng been crossed, the bank of the river
had to be followed down for nearly a mile to Gerrand's Punt, and when safely
negotiated, a track up the Thomson River kuown as Punt Lane was followed for
two or three miles and Flooding Creek was atta%vﬁag There the traveller usually
found a resting place at the old Woolpack Lnn, where for the present we will
leave him,

.~ ©'As the old Rasedalelte vigited the Cvcek, 80 he in turn had visitors
from the surrounding localities. Occasionally, Mr, Bayliss, who was the squatter
at Merriman's Creek, now kaown as Willung, used to startle the inhabitants with
& sight of his English-built dogecart rattliing in, in rare style, with a pair of
the good, 0ld hcrses tandem~fashion, in seerch of men or for his mail which had
been carefully kept for him at old Jim Widdowson's. The squatter was of good
presence and healthy style, and his wife had always a hospitable welcome for any
wayfarer to and from the Port (Por% Albert) with always 2 bit of lunch to take
with him the next morning and a few fine apples to munch on the road.

- Merriman's Creek derived its name from an cld bullock of Commissioner
Tyers, which got bogzed in 1ts treacherous banks, thﬂ first time a bullock team
- essayed to travel that way.

Mr, Bayliss had for some time a young man as overseer, of £ ~ugal'

, d13p031tian, who, after saving his wages for a long tvre, &e%ermlnsd to give.up
pastorall fec for cne on the rolling deep. He put all nis savings into the.
purchase af a small schooner to trade into the Lakes by the old entrance, but
after a $rip or two the ship suffered the fate of most of the old schooners of
those days - being blown on shore and becoming a total wreek, Then the old
pioneer set to work again, cheered up by the old adage, "Bebtter luck next time”.

Another familiar face in Rosedale in these days was that of Mr. John
Turnbull who was Laird ¢f Loy Yang and Justice of the Peece under the old Sydney-
side rule, Loy Yang was one of those statiouns which the late Mr, James Rintoull
of Annsfield had a hand in carving out of the wild hush and waz well known on
the Glpgsland road as a safe and certain retreat foz al» eady travellers. There
was a barracks for GVC?Seﬁﬁsy colordal youthg, ahd 7ok who had drifted out to
Australia from good homes in the old countries. uGWiaJ @fsg if hailing from ™ —~
"Edinbore" or'Glasgae" were particularly welcoms, and thers was & colossal men's
hut for the "01lla. podrida™ who roamed about in thasu days,

At Loy Yang was to be found Dr, Jamieson, a dear old friend of the
Turnbulls, and a dear old friend to every bushman or stockrider who met with an
accident or was taken by smckness$ The doctor had cne settled fee for all
patients -~ "Gie us a cut o' yer tobacco, mon".

Another neighbour in %the old - days was Dr. Hobson who held Traralgon Last
Statlen, lying. between Mr, John Turnbull's and Traralgon Cresk, on which the
doctor had a rose garden which grew in a state of noturc. After the doctor left,
his overseer, a man named Winsor, put up the first building in what is now the
town of Traralgcnﬂ It was constructed. sf bark and ran en the same lines as
szmy Widdowson's place. , o

© Duncan Campbell of Traralgon proper was also an old visitor in Rosedale,
but had not much of an opinion of its peopie, none of whom was able to spesk
Gaelic, Vhen a police caur% was he’d in Rosedale. oid Duncan was & frequent
litigant.,

© Other occasional vigitors were the Bennetts o? Hagzelwood Station and the
Goringes of Maryvale Station. The two stations were nemed after two members of
the Bennett family, the first after Mrs. Bennett vwliose christian name was Hasell,
and the latter after the eldest doughter, Miss Mary Bennett.

"~ The Gorlnges, who were Tasmanian folk, went back after a while to thezr
island home, and Maryvale was purchased by Archie MelMillan, who came all the way
down from the Loddon to seti{le in Gippsland, and resided many years on Maryvale,
until serious illness caused him to leave and to sell the station ~ this time
to the late P. C. Buckley. v :

_ Mr, John King,who built Nambrok House later on, was "ae of the early
pioneers, commng from Lake George in New Scuth Wales, in %he interests of the
squatting firm of Holt, Croft -and King. Mr. King, o grandson af old Captain King,
Gavernor of New Souxh Waleu, wasg the managlnv ya?ﬁner j -
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The first specuiatlon M, Klng went into was the taklng up of the
Fulham Run, which he disposed of to Captain Jones, an old and well-to-do ship's
captain, who used to pride hin&elf on the number of voyages he had carried his
o0ld "sherry", of which every visitor to his hospitable home" had to parﬂake.

- - - Another o0ld Rosedale-neighbour was Mr, James. McFarlane; whq qwne&

‘aHeyfield and four or five other runs. "01d Jimmy", as he was known gen@ralxy,

- was one of the few men in those days who had the foresight to. estimate the.
value ofland. At that time & squatter ‘could take up a pre-emptive right of
640 acres at. £1 an:acre for each run he’ held, and could, if he had more than
one run, take up ths~pre~emptives for ‘the lot upon any one, Mr, HcFarlane, with
a keen eye to his future took up all he had a right to on the Heyfield plains,
and thus laid the micleus of the far-famed Heyfield Estate, for which the late
Mr., James Tyson paid £35,000 cash, 0ld Jimmie was a great believer in Hereford

- cattle of which he had a fine stock. He used to go about to inspect them in an
old-fashioned gig tied up with greenhide. It had many capsizes when he was
galloping after an unruly bullock ‘which took a sudden turn in its course.
‘However, no-one ever heard of anything worse happening to the old gentleman

.»than a. severe shaking., He did all his stock~driving in this old gig.

L 01d Rosedale was the centre of the droving business, an occupation of
r @mueh proflt in those days. Messrs James Peck and Donald McLeod had great times
at:it. The Melbourne mob of fat stock usually numbered 200, and the drovers

.wreceived a-fee of £1 a head delivered in the Melbourne cattle yards, which were

..‘then at the top end of Elizabeth Street. They had to pay for losses on the road
at the average rate per head of those sold, but with good, experienced hands,

.the losses were few, The trip took a fortnight and the stockmen got £2 a week
and a bonus: of 1/~ for each Three Star Brandy cork they brought home from

. Melbourne. These corks were disposed of at the bush pubs, where they were used
-~ .. on One Star bottles of P.B. whiah was the favourite drink befnre Whlskey was
- heard of in Rosedale,

' <One of the questions often asked is, "How did Hosedale get its name?“
It was named after Mrs. Rose Okeden, There is a story connected with that name.
Many,meny years ago, a British warship was lying off Alexandria, Egypt, and
the junior officers were very keen to visit the Pyramids, etc. Among other
objects of interest was Pompey's Pillar, of which it was said that no man had
been on its summit. It was a solid rock of red granite, 30 ft.in cxrcumferance,
100 Ft. high, and erected by the Roman Prefect, Publius, in 296 A.D« to0

. commemorate the taking of Alexandria by the imvincible Emperor Diocletian.

" One of these officers, Lieutenant Okeden, undertook 4o mount to'the top of the
column, and was laughed at by his fellow officers, He was a young man of

_ resource, and taking a party of blue-jackets ashore, he proceeded to the pillar

 which stood about 600 yards south of the city wall. He had made and brought
with him a large kite and plenty of various-sized ropes. The Kite was soon
got up iy the air and,with a long cord fastened to it, was after some ‘time
flown right across the top of the pillar. It was then drawn tc the -earth, and

.. the line which was over the top of the pillar was fastened to a stouter cord,
... and this, in turn, to one still stouter, and so on until the'liéutenant had a

" rope across the top sufficiently strong to bear his weight, He shinned up this
rope, reached the top, and so carried out his undertakiﬂg._ L
. In course of time, Lieutenant Okeden arrived in Australma and took up
a run to the west of the 0ld Ridge Run on the north bank of the Glengarry
(Latrobe). He named it Rosedale after his wife's christian name. Some time
afterwards he sold it to Mr. John King and left Gippsland with his wife and

. son,Willie, who later became Chief Commissioner of Police in Queensland.

- The old Rosedale House was mostly pulled down and the best of the
material was carted over to the Ridge property about a mile south of the
Rosedale Station by an old~time bullock driver called Bob Ray, and there it
was re-erected by old John, the Swedish carpenter and became the residence of
¥Mr, Charles King, who then managed the Sydney. Cottage Run,of which it was the

. homestead for some years.

This brings events up to the time when the late Mr, Paul Cansick
and Mr. William Allen (who is still hale and hearty) came upon the scene,
and in 1858, they built the Rosedale Hotel - the first brick building in the
old townshlp, which has become more and mora moderﬂxsed, and no longer ,
"Olden Rosedale", : . . .

- Note on the Pompe

There seems to be some“érror in Mr. bu Ve's aéedun£ of this incident.
The Australian Encyclopaedia,in Volume 8, Page.126, gives the credit of this
feat to Lieut. John Shortland An 1803, eight years before Lleut. Okeden (1811~95)
was born. oo




" . We are 1ndebted to hzss B h. West of Traralgon, who may be the only
" person. who. ‘holds a copy of ‘Du Ve's booklet, "Olden Rosedale", and who lent us
the bocklet for this reprcductian. Visg West is an old resident of Traralgon,
_and she and her father, the late Walter West, have been closely connected with
* the’ hlstory of Traralgon and Gippsland. She,herself, was formerly the Town
Clerk of Traralgon, following her father in that position when he was elected
“ia the Leglslatlve Lissembly of Victoria as the representative of the electorate.,
. . Information about the Du Ve family has been given to us by lMr. R.M.
ijcCaffrey, Head-Teacher of the Rosedale State School,and lMiss E. Du Ve, who
*,“11ves in Traralgon, and who is the grand-daughter of Gharles I. Du Ve,
. ‘The Du Ve family is of Polish origin, having left that country a long
time ago because of political unrest there, and finding refuge in England.

, Charles Ignatz Du Ve was born in England in 1835, and emigrated to
Australia in 1853, at the age of 18 years. He seems to have spent the rest of
his life in Gippsland, living for the greater part of the time at Rosedale. He
was manager of Gelantipy Station round about 1865, but he is better known as the

“Clerk of Courts for a number of townships in a wide area, stretching from Moe to
- Sale. Fpr example, the Rosedale records show that he was the Clerk of Courts
 there in 1867, Secretary of the original Church of England Board of Guardians,
;;Mand a member of the School Committee. The Morwell Directory for 1888 lists him
'.there as the Clerk of Courts.
‘ In 1864, he married Miss Agnes Adeamson Buntine, a member of another very
“early Rosedale famzly. There was a large family of twelve children (five boys
and seven g;rls), one of whom died in infancy. Both Charles Du Ve and his wife,
Agnes Du Ve, died in 1915. One daughter, liss Ethel Maud Du Ve, married Canon
Langley, -and some of their descendents still live in the Boolarra area. Another
son, lir, Hugh Du Ve,was a lay reader in the Church of England, and frequently
took the service at the church in Norwell.

The Rosedale Cemetery.

As is indicated in "Olden Rosedale", the Rosedale Cemetery was used as a

~ burial ground before it was established as an off101a1 cemetery, and while it
was stlll unfenced, bush land.

- The Rosedale Cemetery Trust was not set up until 1872. Hence, the official
record of burials does not begin until that year, 1872, although there are one or
two records, probably made from .memory, of burials as early as 1867.

When the Cemetery Trust was established, it immediately pegged and numbered
old graves, but of course there are no records of the dates of death, or ages at
death; and sometimes even of the names of the deceased. The Rosedale records
from.1872 have been kept very thoroughly indeed, and far better than has been the
case with: most old cemeteries.

’ Some of the old péople mentioned in the reminiscences of Du Ve died before
18?2 - possibly long before. Here are some scrappy records of the pre-1872 burials:

-"Sam the Snob", or Sam the Shoemaker, was Sam Jones, and his wife's name
was Rose. These two were buried in the grave marked 11l. "Snob" is an old,
colloguial term for "shoemaker".

-~ Joe Teader was buried in the grave numbered 5.
<" . The name of the man buried next to "0ld Sam" was "Smith". Perhaps this
. .is the grave referred to in the reminiscences as "Peter's father'.
.. Other early graves are those of William Crelghton (Woul7)s lr, Rowley (38);
- and William Watt (90).

Recorda concernlng the Du Ve and Buntine famllies are:

. Hugh Buntine, 7/6/67, aged 63 years (Vrs. Du Ve's father);
lirs.Agnes Hallett (formerly Mrs Buntl?e) ,29/3/96, aged 76 years (Mrs. Du Ve's
mother
" Charles Ignatz Du Ve, 31/8/1915, aged 79 vears.
Agnes Adamson Du Ve, 3/1/1915, aged 69 years.
;Grace Lois Du Ve, 21/4/1875, ‘aged 2 years.

Some other records of people mentioned in the reminiscences are:

James Widdowson, 1884, 80 years; Essington Hugh King, 1874, 9 years;
James Rintoull, 14/2/85, 75 years; William Essington King, 1872, .
Paul Cansick, 16/12/89, 65 years; ~ (one week).

George Rintoull sen.,23/7/96, 80 yrs. E. H. Rowley, December,1874.
. William Allen, 22/12/1923, 95 years. Robert Timmbs, September,l&?é.
. Mary Ann Allen (wife of above) 1884, 56 yrs.
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Chapter cersvessenssa Place Names in Giggglang.

The names of places in Gippsland fall easily into:four main divisions,
according to their origins. These four sources of names are: -

l...Aboriginal Names;

'2...Places named after people,

" 3...Places named after other places;

4...Names ‘given for other reasons (e;g. dascrlptive names}

In the list given below, the number in brackets after the- plaee name
indicates to which: cf the four divisions that particular name belongs:

V,Albert Rlver...(z) Prince Alber%, the Consort of Queen Vactorz&.
Alberton..... ..g % On the Albert River.
Port Albert....(2). Prince Albert, the Consort of Quﬁen Victoria,

; -~ .+ The name, Albert River, was given to this river in 1841,by
the graup of squatter-explorers who set out from Melbourne in the
chartered vessel,"Singapore" to find a port which might give them ‘easy

. . access to Gippsland, so attractively described by Strzelecki.
Mto ADGUS......{2). It has been said that Mt. Angus and Mt. Ewen were named
after the two sons of Angus MclMillan, but since his sons were not
- born until ten and twelve years after McMillan's entry into Glppsland,
« it.is more likely that they were named after himself and his father,
Ewen Mchllan, or after other members of the family. -
‘Armadale.......(3). Alexander and Joseph lMcDonald occupied Armadale Cattle:
. Station, south of Sale, in 1846, naming the station after a place
in the Isle of Skye, Scotland,

. Avon River.....(3). Named by Angus lclillan, 1840, after the river in

" Scotland, and not after the river in England. ‘Apparently "avon" is
-the Celtic word for "river", and there are a number of- “Avon ‘Rivers"
. : dan- Eurp Co. |
Bairnsdale..... 3). This is a corruption nf "Bsrniadale" a place in the Isle
of Skye, and the name given to the cattle statian in 1844, by the 4
first holder, Archibald McLeod. L
‘Bass River.....(2). Named after its discoverer, Surgeon George Baas, 1798,
Berwicke.......(3). Berwick on Tweed, in Scotland.
Billy's Creek..(2). William Hillier (Billy Hillier), co-holder of Scrubby
) Forest Station with Nicol Brown, from approximately 1848,
Boisdale...... (3). Boisdale Station was nﬁmed after a place in South Uiat,
.+ . _ Outer Hebrides, Scotland. = . , : :
Boolarwa.....,. 1). Aboriginal for "plenty". , o
Brlagclong..... lg Aboriginal for "men of the west". A sub-tribe of the Kurnai.
Brodribb River.(2). Named after one of the Brodribb family. Willism Adams
Brodribb was one of the squatters who discovered Port Albert, 1841.
A brother, Albert Eugene Brodribb, and a sister Hazel Bennett (nee
Brodribb) with her husband Willi&m Bennett, occupied Hazelwood
e e ‘Station in 1844,
Brutheness.sss.(1). Aboriginal for “evil spirit". Said to have been given by
Cabone Johnny, the blackfellow friend and guide  of Angus McMillan, 1839,
Buchan.se.eesee(l or 3), Doubtful. It is said to be the aboriginal for "hag! .
- On the other hand,there is .2 Buchan District and Buchan Ness in
Scotland, The latter derivation seems the more likely.
Buln Bulfieess.s li Aboriginal for "lyre-bird". =
BunyiPeessesosell)s An imaginary apimal feared by the natives.
Calligneesesees{3). Named by the Tanner family after a place in Ireland.
Cliftonssesesss(4). Named by McMillan in 1840, when his horse, Clifton,nearly
lost his life in a bog there. The horse was probably named after
Clifton Station, N.S.W. held by McMillan's employer,baehlan Macalister.
Clydebank,..... 3). Place in Scotland.
Coadyvaless,...(2). Coadyvale Station was occupied in 1843 by Patrick Coady
Buckley.
C0lquhoUn. sy s.s(2). Miss Colquhoun Cunninghame, & member of an early squatting
family from Scotland,
Cooper's Creek.(2). Probably after Thomas Henry Caoper, a leading perscnallty
amongst the first miners at Walhalla, 1863.
Corner Inlet,,.(4)..From its shape. First mapped by Bass in 1798, and called
Corner Inlet by him and by Flinders in that same year.
COWWATTrepeeeee(l). Aboriginal meaning "mountains",
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..Darlimurla.....(1l). Aboriginsl meaning "stony creek".,
Darnum..eeoeeesll)s Aboriginal meaning "parrot". Bl s ' '

Doctor's Flat..(2). Dr. Alexander Arbuckle, who came from North Eist Outer
Hebrides, Scotland, was a squatter as. wall a8 a doctor. He was a friend
of Angus McMillan, and aecompan;ed him into Gippsland, He held for a
short time the area known as Doctor's Flat. ..

Drouin.........(é) S0 called after a French chemist who dlsoovered the

o -r-chlorination process (wet) of separating metal from ore. One other town

-0 Vietoria -is named: after a Frenchman ~ St, Arnaud., Marshal Jacques
Leroy de St.Arnaud, 1801-1854, Was in command of the French forces in
the Crimean War, 1854~56, but died in the first year of the war,..

Ensayeseeeeees.(3). Ensay is a small- island in the Outer Hebrides, Scotland.
Angus Melillan established a cattle station at Ensay (at first called

Wl Numblamingie) on the Tambo River, for Lachlan Macalister, in 1839.

Mt‘ Ewen..ﬁ....€2). Named after McMillan's son, or father, More likely the latter.

:aFlynna......... 2). James'Manton Flynn was a police’ constable stationed in
. Gippsland for many years, He was at Port Albert as early as 1848. His

o v~ wife is buried in the Rosedale Cemetery.
Foster.‘~..,‘..€2%. W.HFoster was an eariy Police Faglstrate in Gippsland,
cFulhamivesiesee(3). Named: by John King, an early squatﬁer, 39381b1y after the
v tbown of .that nameé near London.

Garfleld.......(z) ‘Pirst 'known as ‘Cannibal Creek, but the name was changed in

25w 1881 in honour of General J, Abram Garfield, Presideﬁt of ‘the United

y ;n States, assassinated in-1881., -

Gippslande.....(2). So called by Strzelecki in honour of Sir George G:pps,
1791<1847, Governor of New South Wales, 1838»1846. o

Gleﬁgarry..‘...(Q} Angus "MéMillan gave this name in 1840 t6 the rxver now known

7o as the Latrobe River., Aencas Ronaldson Macdonnell, Chief of the Glengarry
Clan, took up land at Greemmount, near Yarram, in 1841, but left .

' Gippsland the ifollowing yeéary - - S
Gormandale.....(Q) ‘Presumably after a family named Gorman.y,‘
Gouldesevsansae(2). Gould was the name 6f the 1anéilbra of the Cecll Inn on the

L .0ld coach road from lioe t6 Moondarra.’

Hallam.........(z). William Hallan, storekeéeper at that placég"j‘ e

The Haystack...(4)s So-nanédfrom its shape._ﬁcﬁillan had called 1t mt.HcLeod,
after his uncle, &' famous general.

Hazelwoodiiy...(2). First called Hasellville, and’ then Hasellwcba"after the first
white woman to live there, lirs. Lavinia Ann Zenobia Hasell Bennett (nee
Brodribb) wife of William Bennett. Bennett and his brcther-in»law,

et Albert: Bugene Brodribb, took up Hazelwood in 1844.. 1, L

Hernes Oak.....{4). In Act’ vy Scene 1V of Shakespeare's play, ™ g[kerry Wives

o0 of-Windsor!, mention is'made of "Herne's Osak" ‘where a gﬁgg%ly hunter,
‘Herne, bewitchied cattle. This‘seems to be an apt name for a place in the
Haunted Hills, where éarly drovers said that their cattle were bewitched.

Heyfmeld......‘(3 . Possibly named after Hayfield in England.t )

Hinnomungies.s.(1). Aboriginal, ‘meaning "fish", 2

“QInVerlech....a. 2). "Inver" is 'a Seéttish’ prefix  meéaning “at the mouth of a

oo oriver',. Inverloch®was named after Sir Henry Braugham Léch;'1827~19009

~ Governor of Viétédria, 1884-1889, -

Jumbuksesssoooo(l). Aboriginal meaning “sheep'. Possibly thei corrug
"3ump~up" Sheep were -new'animals to the. aborxglnal$. It did easy. tc
imagine theixr- ‘amusenent’ &t seeing ‘sheép after sheép’ ﬂollnwmnglthelr
+leader and:jumping-over-an’ imaginary obstacle. AAnataral comment.wguld

w?‘~~ﬂ fbe “"That fellow plenty jump wp'.' "~~~ . iU e b

Kilmany‘......(3) Mrs.Helen Pedrson and ‘her son Uillzam Pearson n med their

S ‘cattle station MKilmany" -in 1841,after Kilmany, Fxfeshxre, Scctland.

K:.lmorie......(s) Malcolm and Thomas Macalister named Kilmorié Cattle. ‘Station
i1 1845, after Kilmory on“the Island ‘of Ruim,” Scotland,

Lake Klng.....(zs Named by Strzeleckl after Admmral Phllllp Pgrker Ki

S - of ‘Governor King. - o R

Koo~wee~rup...(lg Aboriginal for "blackflsh"

Kammburra....él “Aboriginal for"March Tly™,

Latrobe River,(2). Named after- Charxes’Joseph La " .,

podfer Tof Vzéﬁari&, 1839-51, and ‘Li eutenant GoVer oy;of Victbrih, l851~1853.
Leongatha.....(1) . fboriginal for "thesk! o
Lindenow......(3)‘ Place in India.'J. ﬂ.Loughnan occupie& Linﬁenow Run' 1n 1842.
Le ROYeessssss(2). Said to have been named after Roy Lee, son of a farmer there,

Dargo..........él) Aboriginal’ meaning Miait" op "Eave Patlence""

R g1 "‘«
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Livingstone Creek..(2). Messrs George McKillop, licFarlane and Livingstone -
were possibly the first three squatters to penetrate into Gippsland,
_possibly as early as 1835. Livingstone Creek (Omeo) is named after one of
these three. . .

Loy Yang........él), Aboriginal for "big eel", S

Lucknowssvses.eo43). Place in India. Iucknow cattle station was occupied in 1842
by Frederick Jones.

Macalister River.(2). Named by Angus FCﬁil¢an after his employer, 1840,

MacFarlane's Lookout.(2). MacFarlane (or McFarlane) with McKillop and Living-
stone penetrated into Gippsland perhaps as early as 1835.

Maffre.eesessses(3). Named after a village in Portugal (Mafra) near the lines
of Torres Vedras, the Duke ox Wellington's defence line in the ?en;n-
sular War, 1808-1814.

Maryvales.......(2). Named after Lavinia Mary Bemnett, eldest daughter of
William and Hazel Bennett of Hazelwood. Maryvale Run was first known as
Maryville, and was first cccupied by Thomas Goringe, in 1845.

Merriman’s Creek.(4), Named after one of C.J.Tyer's bullodks, “Merriman“, which
was bogged in the mud at this creek.

Mir%oo..........%l) Aboriginal for "kidney".

Mitchell River..(2). Named by McMillan, 1840, after Slr Thamas Hitchell,
Surveyor General and <xplorer,

MOCsessoeareeeeal(?). No~one knows the origin of this name. It was first applied

- to the huge swamp. Rev. Hales in 1848, spelt the word "Moay" ,and Mrs.
Perry in 1849 spelt it "lMowie'"., Some say it is the cry of a swamp bird;
others say it could be named after a Scandinavian of that name. It eould
be aboriginal, but no-one really knows.

Morwelleeeses...(3). First applied to the river,1844 (by Tyers) and later to

. the new township, 1879. Probably given by Tyers and named after a section
of the Tamar River, near Plymouth,England, called the Morwell Rocks,
Nearby is the village of Morwellham, and there used to be a Morwell Abbey.

Nar-nar-goon....{1l) Aboriginal fox "native bear'.

‘Narre Warren....(1l). From two aboriginal words meaning "sheake" and “ecean"

Ne@mg seseesany lg Abm‘."‘ Pmal for Spear"

Nicholson River.(2). Named by MclMillan after Sir Charles Nicholson, Speaker in
the Legislative Assembly, New South Wales.

Officerseese....(2). Mr. Robert Officer owned land there.

Orbostesessssees(3). Named by Archibald Mcleod of Bernisdale Station after an.
uncle'ls place in the Isle oi Skye.

Outtrilsseesaese(2)o Alfred Richard Oubttrim (1845-1925) was Minister of Mines in
four governments during his 33 vears in the Victorian Parliament.
PakenhaMe..s....(2). Named after a British soldiering family said to be related -

- to the Duke of Wellington, A member of this family, Colonel Pakanham,
lost his life in the Crimean War, 1854-1856,
Ferry‘River....g(e), Named in 1840 by Strzelecki after the AssisﬁantuSurveyorm .
General in Syduey. Perry Bridge,of course, gets its name from Perry River.
Platina.........(4 Near Walhalla, Platinum was discovered in the mines thare.;
Rosedaless,eeoss(2), Named after lMrs, Rose Parry-Okeden ( formerly Dutton).
Lieut. D.P.Okeden occupiec Rosedale Run #n 1844,naming it after his wife.
Sale,,;.........(z) Formerly Fleoding Creek, the name of this place was :
- changed in 1850 to Sale in honour of a British soldier, General Sir
Robert Henry Sale, 1782-1845. He had fought an heroic and successful
action at Jellalabad, Afghanistan in 1841, bux was mortally wounded in
1845, in a battle at Moodkee in the Punjab, India.
Stratford.......(S). Because of its situation on the Avon River, this tcwnship
was called Stratford, after Stratford on the Avon in England,
Strathfieldsaye.(3), Named after the Duke of Wellimgton's estate in Eampshire,‘
England, and given by the first holder of the cattle run, W. Odell Ray-
mond in 1842. It is a very apt name too, since the station borders on
Lake Wellington, named after the Duke., The original Strathfieldsaye means
"the field beside the Roman road (strath) owned by the De Saye family.
Strzelecki Ranges.(2). The explorer Strzelecki was the first to traverse them.
Tambo Raver...‘.élg Aboriginal for "high cliffs".
2). Named after the excellent blackfellow explorer, Charlie
Tarra, who accompanied Strzelecki (1840) and others on several journeyse
From the name Tarra River, come other names - Tarra Valley, Tarraville,
Thomson River...(2). Nemed by McMillan in 1840 after Slr Edward Deas Thamson,
Colonial Secretery of New South Wales. -
Therpedale....‘a(4)e Presumao.g after a place in England. "Thorpe" means "a
© village" and "dale" means a valleys
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. Toongabbiee.eses (1l & 3), Named after Tocngannle in N. S.W.,"place near the water"

Tom's CaPeecesseel2 & 4), Resemblance in shape to the cap worn by Tom. Maealisﬁer,
one of McMillan's exploring party and named by that party in 1841.

Trafalgalicecevsse 3; -Battle of Trafalgar, 1805.

Traralgofee..s...(l). Aboriginal, Several meanings have been given, but. Mr. Wede
Cuthill prefers "the river of little fish",

Ty&bbtdﬁb.'i.iiil 1. Aharlglnal for "worm".

TyerSeceeccesssestl2)s Also Tyers River and Lake Tyers. Named after C. J;Tyera.

Warrigalesosesosooll)s Aboriginal for "wild" oxr "fierce” A

Waterloteseseer.o(3). Battle of Waterloo, 1815.

Mt. Wellington...(2). Named by McMillan, 1840, in honour of the Dﬁke of Wellington,
‘Similarly Lake Welliggiog honours the “"Iron Duke"., The lake wasg discovered

o and named -early in 1841, by W.A.Brodribb's exploring party of squatters.

Welshpoolee...s.ss(2). Named after Mr, Patricias W. Welsh, an early resident:of

... Melbourne (183Z :He managed Batman's estate after Batman's death.

Wilson's Promontory.(2). Named by Bass and Flinders, after a business frlend in
England, Discovered by them in their 1798 voyage. RO

Wy Yung%lg Avoriginal for "wild duck".

Lake Victoria....(2 Dlscovered by MﬁMillan, January 1840, and named after the

Tcngo*ﬁungie...‘aﬁl) Aberlginal for "fish".

Queen;
Walhallam.%......(#) Flrst the name of a mining claim, and then adopted for the
. ~township, in- preference to Stringer's Creek. In the old Scandinavian myths,
; Walhalla was the name of the home of the gods.
Yallourn.........(l). Named by Sir John Monash uslng two abormginal wcrds,
meaning "brown" and "earth". v
,Yarragon.,.....'.ilz Aboriginal for "head of hair",

Yarralessseevesealil -Aboriginal for "wide river". v
‘Yigngr¢,,x1»...¢.(1 Aboriginal for "woman". Cognate word to "gln"

General Ndtes on the Names of Places.

- The origin, meaning or derivation cf place names is a fasclnatlng stuﬁy,
ﬁnfcrtunately, there seems to be a good deal of guess work. Superficial guesses
repeated often enough frequently end up by having the sanction and force of -
authority. This is partléularly noticeable with aboriginal names. The - fact that
guess-work is involved is obvious when we have the same aboriginal place name
being given a variety of w1&ely differing meanings. -

A miscarriage of meaning is most likely when no-one kncws Where, When or
byywham the name was first given. Generally speaklng, few of the place names
given in Victoria before 1850 were aboriginal in origin, It will be noticed, for
example, that McMillan and Strzelecki, Hume and Hovell (apart from "Geeleng") and
Major Mitchell (apart from "Wimmera®) did not give aboriginal names, or used them
rarely. Take Gippsland for example. When the first squatters arrived here, they
had little to do with the natives who were rather hostile. The situation could
be classeﬂ as one of war, with the whites conducting aboriginal drives and shooting
down these unfortunate, first inhabitants. In those circumstances, it was unlikely
that the invaders would know anything of the native languages, and if they did,
they would be unlikely to apply aboriginal names to their new stations and villages.
Of course, there were exceptions, such as MclMillan, always friendly to the natives,
and always their protector. Many of these squatters already had statlans in New
South Wales and had friendly contact with the aboriginals in their areas. Charlie
Tarra, who proved suck.a useful member of three exploring parties in Glppsland,
was a New Scuﬁh Wales black. It is pleasant to remember that white men named the
Tarra River after him (and hence Tarraville and the Tarra Valley) in recognition
of hms abilitles and his service to them,

It was & dmfferent story by the time the settlers arrlved, from. 1870
onwards. By that time the "war" had ceased and there was some friendly contact
with the few blacks that remained. Names like Yinnar, Boolarra, Warrigal and .
Yarragon began to appear on the map. Historically,however, the abar1g1n31 names .
are less interesting than those reminding us of our own heritage. .

Melbourne. Recently, there has been some éontroversy over the origim of the name

of.Victoria's capital cmty, so called after Lord Melbourne, a Prime Minister of

England who took his title from Melbourne in Derbyshire. This “Melbourne“ means

the mill<gtream, or the stream with the mill., There are two others: = . ,

2. Melbour » in Cambridgeshire which means the stream (burn) beside whlch 'a plant
“on galled "milde" or "meld" grew:

5. Melbourne in the Easgt Riding of Yorkshire, and mean&n “mlddle~stream"




-~ Chapter. 6.,.,.....,°@he‘S*ape-cQajh Ere in Austrelis. -

The s%age~ceaeh was a part of the Australian scene for a Little more
" than a century, — 104 years, to be exact, from a small’ bag1nn;ng in 1821 to a
~ quiet fade-out in 1924, having reached 1%8 peak of 1mportance during the»days
: jof the gold rush, from 1851 onwards, -

‘ : ‘ The stage-ccach could only begln to operate when there Were separate
places of settlement, some distance apart, with people ‘needing to travel from
one place to the others, Sydney alone, founded in 1788, had no need of coaches.

' The coaches werc mainly passenger vehicles, although they carried also the

royal mail, and such a-valuable commodity as ‘gold; but they could never be a

:l;?gsatisfactory means of transporting the more bulky prcduce of farms frcm the...
”>;,eeuntry, ox manufactured goods from the towns.

The first orgenizer of public transport in Mistralia was Willxam
Highland who, in 1814, advertized that he was operating a "Common Stage Cart":
from Sydney to Windsor and Richmond, via Paramatta and Baulkham Hills.
.. .. The first stage~coach service proper was also from Sydney to .
Parama%ta, bcgirn@ng in 3821, By 182?, the fbllowmng coach lines, as Well as .
others had been crtablisheds

Sydney to Liverpool (21 m;les), , Sydnay $o Penrith 234 milesg;
Sydney to Campbelltown (34 males) " Sydney to. Windsor (36 miles

N]“ ‘In the e%rly 18301s, Messrs. Reilly and Ireland 1naugurated the fir@t
‘ext&ﬂﬁ@@ coach-zervice, necessitating a stop overnight, when they ran a regular
run from Sydiiey to Bathurst (132 miles), reaching Wentworth Falls 2t the end
*350f the first day. o
- . The f;rsm coaches, l*ghxer than the later ones, Were imyorzed from
vw{Englanda They were drawn by four horses and carried from seven to nine neopleo
In the 1830's, some of the coaches: were built in Australia, but later on, in
'the days of Cobb and Co, bigger coaches were imported from America. The
standard Cobb and Co. coach, heavier, and built to stand the rougher going in
Australla ag in Amermca, usually had teams: of six to eight horses, and carried
tw91VG nesseng#rs, six inside and six outside. However, there were some much
bigger ceaches, such .as the Great Coach of 1861 and omwards, which had twelve
_ grey horses, and carried about- twenty passengers. The first English cricket .
~team to visit Australia (1861-62) used the Great Coach for the whole of its
tour. One of the members of thls team was G Wells, father af the famous
novallsu, H, Go Wells. .

A "An even bigger, coach was ths &eviathan, which ‘was pulled by'za harsea,
and was 'said to have carried as many as 90 passengers. So many reins were . .
‘needed, that one driver coulé nct managa them all and had tn have the help of .
two assistants... .

. In Austwaiia, the stagencoach wxll &1ways ba assoczated in oux history
“with thé name of the firm; Cobb and Co; although Freeman Cobb himself was. only .
involved here for three or four years, In 1853, Freeman Cobb, John Psakg James
Swanton, and John Lamber, all from America; imported” coaches from Ameiica and .
operied the Melbourne o Sandridge (Port Melbourne) rim; and then extsnded fheir.

service to. the V;ctorian gold fields. The original - partners made a fortume
quickly and sold out their interests in 1856, The business changed. hands four
times before it was acquired in 1859 by James Rutherford, Alexander Robertson,.
John Wagner, Walter Russeil Hall(still remembered through the Walter and Eliza.
Hall Institute), William Whitney and Walter Bindley. The name of Cobb and Co......
was retained,

v In 1861, ‘the firm shifted its headquarters from Benalga in Victoria
to Bathurst in New South Wales. In 1865, the firm began cparatmng in @aeensw,
land, and soon had a net-work of lines throughout that State, but it never . . ...
extended its services beyond the three eastern States of Vlcﬁar i, New South,if_,
Wales and Queensland, . - el

' It must not be fergetten that there were other firms such as Hewitﬁﬂ
and Co, which opened the first stage-coach. service fram Sale to Melbourne,
exactly one hundred years ago (1865).

Some of the coach-drivers werée: fabnlous figure&, one ‘of them belng
‘Edward Devine (or "Cabbage-Tree Ned), who was sélected as the driver of the
Great Coach for the English. cricketers of 1861-62. For 'a long time he was on -
the coach run frem Geelong to Ballarat. Devine died at Ballaxa+ 1n Deoamber,
1909, and is buried in the Ballarat Cemetery.

’ The normal rate of travel vas approximately six, males an neur, and
frem 60 to 70 mlles a aay. ‘ S ; .
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One of the hazards of caach travel, partleularly in the gold-mining days,
was the danger of being held-up-and robbed by highwaymen. The most famous occasion |
of this sort was the holdwup at Hugowra Rocks, near Forbes, N.S.W. by the bush-
v:ranger, ‘Gardiner and his gang, -in June 1862, .

" When ‘the ‘days of gold began to be. replaced by the era of agriculture, it
was the beginning of the end for the coaehes. They were no match for their new
rzval, the railways,

~In Victoria, the 1and was taken away‘frem the squatters from 1870
onmardﬁ, and cut up into small blocks of 320 acres each, for selection. The canvas
cities of the-miners gave way to a rural community of thousands of small farmers.
The great ral}waynhuildlng era followeﬁ, in the late seventies and in the eighties,
and the stage~coach was pushed out to the more remote areas, too sparsely populated
for a railway service, The last coach service in Australia was that between Yeulba
and Sura%, in Queensland, and it closed down in 1924‘

The Sal Melbour e Coa h-Service. .

The hlsterlcal societies of Traralgon, Morwell and Moe. have combined
to celebrate next mcnth; (September 1965), the inauguration of the first stdge-
coach service between Sale and Melbourne, 100 years ago; 2nd. Segtember, 1865,

The first township established in Gippsland was Port Albert in 1841,
closely followed by the first. inland settlement of Flooding Creek, now known as
Sale, The main contact Gippsland had with the outside world was through Port Albert,
because the rugged nature of the country, and the huge swamps of Moe and Kooweerup
made direct, overland communication with. Melbourne uncertazn, dmfflcult and .
sometimes impossible. ‘

Certainly, there was a track of sorts as early as 1848, because in that
year, Reva Francis Hales travelled on horseback along it to minister to the
scattered pioneers of Gippsland; ‘and in the following year, 1849, Bishop Perry of
Melbourne, accompanied by Mrs. Perry, travelled the same roads and bridle tracks,
sometimes by vehicle and sometimes on. hcrﬁeback.

A road good encugh to . take a coach for the whole dlstance from Sale to
Helbourne was not completed till 1865, The bridle tracks had been widened, and
bridges had been built over the deeper -gtreams.,. This road, still known in parts
ag the "0id Ceach Raa&", ‘passed threugh the little villages of Oakleigh,
Dandenong, Beaconsfield, Pakenhai, Bunyip, Whisky Creek, Brandy Creck, Shady Creek,
Moe, Morwell Bridge, Traralgon, Rosedale and Kilmany, all of -which beaame coach
staging~plaeese ’

The route differed slightly from ﬁhat of the present Princes nghway,
For example, it passed four or five miles north of the present towns of Drouin
and Warragul, tending to stick to the r;dges and higher ground to avoid the
morasses of the lower, flatter country. Warragul and Drouin did not -exist in 1865.
The important place in that areéa was Brandy Creek. Later, when the railway came
through 1877-1879, Brandy Creek was cut.off, and withered and died, while the new
railuway townships of Drouln, Warragul, Yarragnn, Trafalgar, Moe and Morwell,lV”_
started and grew. )

e -Before 1865, it todk 68 hnurs to get the mamls thraugh from Melboutne
to Sale (131 miles), but once the road was -completed, this time was cut down to’
%6 hours, and later on, in ‘the seventies, 1t was, further reduoed to 22 hours in
summer and’ 27 hours in'w1ﬁter.

.Y The first coach’ gervice in Gippsland was started in 1857 fram Sale to
Port Albert by lMessrs Meade and . Cowan. By boarding a steamer there, people from
Sale could get to Melbaurne 1n 30 hours, provmding all 'went well and ﬁhe steamer
connection was made, -

At first glance, it would seem that the mnew coach service overland to
Melbourne, w1thz“4;slmghtly longer time. for the journey and undoubtedly less
confortable conditions than the steamer could. provide, would not prusent muech
opposition for the older service. Ecwever, there was the traffic from the interf
vening towns to be considered, and in many instances, extra travel time at the
Melbourne end, from the port to the final destination of the traveller, And when
the coach time was reduced to 22 ‘hours, there was no langer any question as to
which was the more favoured route.

Cobb and Co had taken.over the Sale~Port Albert run by 1862, and in 1865,
were cenfxdently advertising ﬁhe:r route as quicker than the Sale=Melboirne coach
route which’ began in that year. On- Saturday, 2nd. September, 1865, the following
notice appeared in the "Gippsland T;mes" of -Sale, for the first time, telling the
people of Glppsland of the acmmencement of the new all»caach route to Melbourne:

"Hewitt and Co are now prepared to ‘convey passengers overland to Melbeurne in
36 hours leavzng the Club Hotel,Sale severy evening,Sundays excepted, at 6, pPelle”
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By November 1865, it seems, Cobb an& Ca had taken over thms Hewitt
line, or else the two companies were co-operating, because: they were- advertiszng
Jointly, offering morning and evening coaches. leaving éally for lelbourne, the .
fare for the journey being £3=10=0. About this’ time, “the advertisements for
coaches travellzng to Pcr% Albert to connect with the steamers there, ceased

. to appear. -
: .. Thisinew coaeh service plylng dmreetly between Sale’ and Melbeurne
meant a decline in the importance of Port Albert, but a new stirring of life
.. for the townships along the coach route. Rosedale became 2 junction for the
. two routes, Port Albert to Sale, and Melbourne to Sale. In Hovember 1865, the
_Rosedale correspondent for the "Gippsland Times" reported~

: We are in great glee here respecting the ceaah trafflc, Wthh seems
to be taking very well, and the starting of a second coach next week will

- probably absorb nearly all of the passenger traffic, and will no doubt be the
means of making our little town a bit more lively than it has been lately".

, However, the coach services along the main roads in Gippsland did not
last very long; they were killed by the railway,Sale to Melbourne, commenced
. in 1877 and cemyleted in 1879, but a number of spur routes, such as from Moe
. to Walhalla, ‘and Omeo. to Bairnsdale continued for many more years.
' ... The historieal societies in Gippsland will celebrate the passing of a
hundred years since the: begiming of the Sale-Melbourne coach service by 'the
. re-enaction of portion of. the journey - from Sale to Moe - on Sdturday and
Sunday, 4th. and 5th. September 1965. Their coach will travel from Sale to -
Rosedale (16 miles), and Traralgon (31 miles) on the first day, and then, from
‘Traralgon to Morwell (10 miles) and Moe (20 miles) on the second day. Civic
receptions will be held at each of these towns and the coach will be driven’
. .. ‘through the main streets.

Iglbourne to Sale and Back; ;872,

. " In.the "Glppsland Times" for- the 22nd. June 1877, there is an article
"enbltle& A Good-Shaking", copied from the "Argus", and describing the coach

trip from Melbourne to-Sale and back. In and on the caach, which left from the
;ﬁ.Alblun Hotel, Melbourne, there were six passengers in all - the erter, two
"ladles, a railw&y worker, -an army captain, and a g@neralmstaremkeeper. Heré
.are, the wrmter s comments..on.the aaurney‘ : ~

. "The gourney was fairly smooth up to Bunyip wh;ch we reached
o 1at 8430 pom. but the next ‘section from Bunyip through Brandy Creek and -
~ Shady Creek to the loe River was terribls. You do not sit through it; you
“dence through it. The next 40 miles were not. so bad as the terrible
- middle section but still reugh enough travelling, until we reached the
pretty little town of Rosedale, and finally Sale. At Stratford,: the hotel
. is kept by the one~time renowned pugilist, Tom Curran, Two days later, we
left Sale on ‘the return journey at 4,00 a.m. reaching Traralgon at 8.00
in time for breakfast. The drivex was Tom Plow, the best whip I have
shared the box seat with: The reugh country was again traversed during
. the hours of darkness, and we readhed the Albion at 5.00 a.m, after a
Journey of 25 hours'. . -

.A Tribute to tha Horses. -

""" The kerosene lamps" of “the caaehes ceuld do. lzttle to 1xght up %he road
~.wvbeing travelled. One traveéller of those times making the. trlp from Sale to |
Melbourne, with the coach- traverslng the worst section, Bunyap to Cannlbal :
Creek, during the night, commented- that "it was not the five lamps that made
this night-travel possible, but the flne& 1ntelligent horaes" v i

Death in a Coach, -

.. Dr.Henry Hadden, who was tha f&rst doctor to practiﬂa at Walhalla, was
found dead in the stage-coach which was travelling from Melbourhe to Shady
Creek on the night of the 29th.May, 1869, When the coach reached the inn at
the Crossover turn-off, the. passengers- alighted to have supper there. After a
time, it was noticed that the doctor had not come in, and when a search was
made, he was found dead on the floor of the coach. Apparently, he had died
of a heart attack during the journey and his body had slumped to the floor
when the others alighted. It was as a result of this incident that one .of the
lamps of the coaches was so placed ever afterwards that its beans shone
through the window into ‘the éoach, lighting up the’ 1nter1cr. Dr. Hadden was -
buried in the small cemetery at Shady Creek, His headstone,surrounded by the
.bush,is sﬁill there, marking: not aniy his gmave but the site of the cemetery.
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-Horses or Bullocks.

Letter wrltten hx hrs. F;u.?lck to her mothera#/l 11858 dascrlblng a coach
o s journey from Port Albert to Sale.

We started again a little before eight o;clock«ana-ln.&ue time reached

"The Hill Top", & large inn where the horses rested previous to crossing the
morass, which is the grand difficulty on the journmey. A bridge began the way,
but we stuck fast at the first plunge into the morass and after a few ineffectual
efforts to drag out the vehicle, out of which most .of the passengers had dlighted,
there was only one horse that would attempt to pull it. One of the leaders lay
down and was,with difficulty, induced to get up, and the two shaft horses
“trembled violently and could neither be led nor driven to pull. At last they
made one more fruitless effort and the leader again lay down and one of the
shaft horses also. Some bullock drays were passing, and four bullocks were
‘detached to drag us out; but it was grievous to see how the poor horses had to

be flogged t6 make them rise and get out of the way. A number of people on
horseback had assembled and many assisted, but the four bullocks soon settled
the matter and dragged us in a little while through the worst part‘ And now one
more difficulty remained, which was Punt Lane, and there was a long consultation
 how some dreadful, miry, wet place was to be crossed, and at last we drove
completely into the water and went along satisfactorily until we came to the
root of a tree which caught on one wheel. Two gentlemen were riding through to
point the best way, and at last the herses managed to get. the wheel over the

- root, and then we were soon through ‘the water and’ all difficulties were over.
We: rattled into Sale at a great pace and drove. up to the princzpal inn, dis~'
turbing the congregation assembled at church.

Early Transport in Australia......bv Geoffrey Blain &Y. -

The guest speaker at the Coach Centenary Dinner,: hel& at the Grand
Junétion Hotel, Traralgon, Saturday evening, 4/9/65, was Mr, Geoffrey Blainey,
a lecturer in History at Melbourne Unmver31ty. ‘He gave a most 1nteresting
faddress on transport and travel in the early days -of our history.’

© He pointed out that the stage~coach, primitive and inadequate as it segms
to us today, was the rolls-royce of our pioneers, so much so, that only the
moderately wealthy could use it. The fare of £3-10-0 from Sale to Melbourne in
1865, would be the equivalent in today's values of £25 or £30 single fare.

“For travel, the ordinary man had to dépend on his own resources, which _ .
might mean riding a horse, or simply walking, There were some tremendous feats
of walking, one example given being the walk f George Morrison (of Geelong
College fame) across Australia from North to South. It was not uncommon for
people to walk from Sydney to Melbourne. Somé- miners walked and pushed a wheel~
barrow holding their possessions . .fromone gﬁld«rush to another. Camel trains
were used over large areas of Australza, fbrmlng a very important part of our
early transport services, mostly in our dry ‘regions, of course.

Bulk cartage constituted a real probleém, which was only partly solved by
the bullock wagon and bullock dray. For Gippsland, with its muddy, difficult
roads, the bullock dray, being more manoeuvrable than the wagnn, was more
generally preferred,

But the cost of transport was prohibitive. In some places it cost £100 a
ton to cart goods 100 miles, and while wool and gold were sufficiently valuable
to stand thls, other primary produce was not. Only areas near sea-ports .or river—
ports could be developed, for shipping, then as now, was a cheap and most
satlsf&ctory means of ‘travel and transper%. This fact underllnes the . 1mportance
Port Albert was to Gippsland, and the reason for developing lake and river
transport from the coast to Bairnsdale and Sale. O

The coming of the railway brought about a revolutlan 1n our economy and
accelerated and extended development in Australia. . -

lr,. Blainey gave one partlcalar example of the: u39<0f the wheelmbarrow. .
The more ingenious, like a character known as-Russian Jack, invented a specmal
kind of wheel~barrow with the load mainly above the wheel, making the pushing
of the barrow a lot easier, On one occasion, Russian Jack saved the lives of
two men whom he found exhausted, and dying of tharst, on the track, by dumping
them into his barraw and wheeling them to safetys .

S

Hewitt an& Ce.

The firm of Hewitt and 60 which pLOﬁeered the flrst overland cannection
by coach from Sale to Melbourne, consisted of Cyrus Hewitt and. George Watson. -
The llne became -a subsidiary of Cobb and Co, “but was still run by the old firm,
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Coach DriverS.....(from "The Story of Gippsland", by Chaxrles Da}av)

The early coach-drivers were as a rule splendid men, courbteous,
skilful, reliable and resourceful, and no danger or diffic ‘lfv cculd daunt
them. The first to drive a coach right through from Sale to Melbourne is sald
to have beon Con Hildebwand. Othor ceach-dvivers cn this road were Jchn
Bhodes, who dwvove Irom Melbcurne to Bunyip, George Redman, Mat Hole and Fat
Thornton, wiie drove over the Buryip flats, a very difficult stage. On the
middle stage, Bunyin to Moa, btaken at night-time, Harry Reynolds and Harry

~Hunt were notable drivers, The latter also drove the ccach from Helbourno to
- Oakleigh whon this was the only section not linking Sale and Melbourne by
- rail, Fron Moe to Sale, Ton Plows end Con Eildebrand were aﬂnuia~ duiy
Tom Plows afterwards drove the Sale-Pori Albert coach, and Later still, was
employed by Cobb and Co in Uew South Walss. Tom White was another driver on
the Sale-Pors Albert xun, and so wes Mot Bllis. Tom Shoesmith was ou the
Sdle-Bairnsdale vun, and Charlie Mitchell took the ccach a stage Turther to
- digtant Cmeo. A son “of Mab Ellis, employed on the Tanjil run, hsd oreat
reput'"ﬁon as a skilful driver. Willienm H, XKeaast was a Cobb and Co driver.
George Rez took the firsh passengors to Stringerts Creck (Wainalla) er?
also ren the firast ccach to distent Grant, The wroads were so bad thob the
- passengers had to be pacfmmarseﬁ for a stage, while the tean, with difficults,
drew the empiy coach, Andy Tempéwuen drove fron Moe to Walballias; Jimpic
Rogers from Toongabbie to Walhalla, and Ferguson Wa¢1a6v from Salie to Walhails.
Aies, vopes, and a crosscul saw were ordinary accesscrles ¢f a coach.

3

If fallen trecs blocked the road, a road was cub through, bub if they were -
largs treoog, inelined planes or xamps were made on cach zide of the chstaclie

for the coach %o pass over. Good axemen were employed In sono @aMfs uJ keep
the road clear.

e “Brtter roads and bsttex o, 3E£Z&vlen onabled the original time of 35
hours for the ccach txip, Sale to Melbourne, to be reduced to 22 houvs in
summer and 27 hours in winter. The coach left the Club Hotel, Pﬂwvﬁf Street,
Sale, at To a.ls da¢1 and was due in Meibourne at 6. a.m. nert day, exeers

-on Saturday, when the *1*9 of depaxtuﬁe wes the same but a stay was made at
Shady Creek for the T, the journey being ;esumed about 6,30 a.m, and
Melbourne recched at 6 TPolle

On the reburn journey, the aoach With thres horses gtarted about L.30

Polo from the 0Ld Albion Hobel in Bourke Street, lMellourus. The roule wag
along Ste liﬁa Read, Wellinghon °'ree,, and Dandeucng Reoad, Just as it is
today. A hotel called the Gippsland Hobel in Chapel Street, just off
Dandenong Road, was & celling poirt, and is still a reminder of the ccaching
days.

'-.4‘ 3

After Palkenham ceume the bush track said virgin forests and towering
trees. At Bumyin, both csaches and drivers were ohﬂrg@d for the next section,
a rough cordursy road to Bras :dy ¢ reck, From Brandy Creek to Shady Creck the
road was so bad thait in winter two sixz-mile stages had to be taken, Moo was
reached ot 4.30 a.m. wheve breekfast was taken at Henry Miller's Retreat I
overlooking %he Moe fiet, Here, coaches and drivers were again changcﬁ;for
the trip doun the cubling, across the loescly planked bridge, and over the
wmndlng.yat. o of the Heunbed Hills to the Morwell Bridge changing statiocn.
N After this the counbry was more opsn and the small town vwhere Duncan
Campbell, cquatter, store-keeper and post-master, kept the Traraigon Hotel
¢, .was passed. Then came Rosedale, an older and larger town, and the final
* changing-place of all was at the water-reserve at Kilmany, vhence, if the
going had b“ﬁﬁ go0d, a rough xun of eight miles brought geavystravewheas to
Nlote

Sale-at 11,30 a.m, In this journey of 22 hours or move, from 45 to 50 how
were usedﬂ vzth Thy ree or ¢our drlyerm@

Gippslapd ro%a, buu*ihe R we«e puuﬁhj ef feedcr services cﬂrnastiA* ﬁhc nore
remote places with the. . Here are sone, advertised in January, 1833:

"8ale to Heyf¥e?dy Scaban and Glenuma ggaeﬂ,»e.e»uJo Cheyiie,

Sele to Balinidale......Cobd & Co- {Rﬁbertsang Wagner & o )

Sale to Port Albert.....D. T. McKenzie,

Sale to Maffra and Newry....J. Fisher.

Heyfield $0 Maffra...cs....o.James King,

Sale GO J}‘:&ijaoateuq&wttﬁaovajﬂ Cliues.

- Moe Reliluay Station to Tanjil.seecesolle Templqtoao

-7 Moe to Walhallooweseosicosassnsossossha Templeton, = 7
*f,fTra¢aZP n to Toongabbie,Cowmary,Herficld,Glenmagele, Seaton, JH,




Pagescs30.
The Morwell Hdistorical Society News, Volume 4, {12652,,

311&9';592 i BESEPEED S .v- wier e “-él}ae His‘to& 2 Qf YE g}&i‘.
(Reminiscences, written by the late Walter Firmin, in 19%33).

- The object of the writer of this narrative is to relate the happenings
that came under his observations, and to g:we a short h:.story of events that
occurred between the years 1874 to 1933, in and around what is called Yinnar,today.

In August 1874, the writer, then a boy of eleven, arrived at Scrubby
Porest with his father, mother, brothers and sisters, from Narre Warren. Scrubby
Porest Homestead was situated about a quarter of a mile from the spot where the
Tinnar Railway Station now stands, but there was no railway in those days., There
was no main Gippsland line, and the nearest store at which one could obtain
provisions was at Rosedale, .

Scrubby FPorest Run was bounded on the north by East Middle Creek as far
as its juncltion with Billy's Creek, then along that creek up into what is now
known as Jesralang. The western boundary was the Morwell River extending to the
gouth indefinitely, since there was no population then in the Jeeralang, Budgerese,
Mirboo and Gunyah hills., There was no-one to raise any question about boundaries.

Scrubby Forest Homegtead was the most southerly habitation in this
district, there being no sebtlement of any kind in that direction, nearer than
Port Albert, vhich at that time was the sea~port for all the inland towns. It was
the only port by which machinery, stores, and all goods were brought into
Gippsland,

It was in the latter part of 1874 that Mr, O.P.ﬁ?hitelaw cut the bridle-
track which gtill bears his name, and which was the first means of direct commun-
ication between Scrubby Forest and Port Albert..

- Hagelwood Run, held by the late John MacMillan, extended from Maryvale in
the north (that is, from a little south of where Morwell now stands) and was
separated from Maryvale Run by a two-rail fence running east and west, crassing
the Ridge Road about one mile from the railway cutting on the Ridge.

Hazelwood Run was good grazing country and carried a large number of
cattle in its rough state, as well as hundreds of kangaroos. It would not be an
exaggeration to say thousands of kangaroos. They were undisturbed and unmolested,
and some of the old-man kangarocos would hardly get out of your way. I have often
gone round. them when walking rather than run the risk of them turning on me.

Round about where the Hazelwood School and Hazelwood Railway Station now stand
were their favourite spots., When a mob started up, others seemed to rise in-all
directions. Many a good kangaroo hunt I have had at other haunts.

Dingoes were numerous, coming up to the houses even in the day—-tlme. We
referred to their howling at night as "the Band", -

The nearest post-office in those days was Morwell Bridge. My brother a;ad I
would be sent, generally once a week, for the mail, which would be delivered there
by Cobb & Co's coach, every day from lMelbourne. We would get the neighbours' mails
also, very willingly since it often meant a little pocket-money for us.

The first selectors tock up the Hazelwood country. Naturally, they preferred
the land there, because it was less heavily timbered and cost less to clear and
to get into production.

It was not long before there were quite & few huts scattered about ‘oe‘tween
Serubby Forest and Morwell Bridge ~ the route most often travelled - and towards
what is now North Hazelwood, then called Bennett's Creek.

As the families began to arrive, the next important question was a school.
A weeting was held at Mr., John U. Heesom's house, the selector of the block of
land on the rise across thé road from the Hazelwood School. The result was the
first school in the district, at Hazelwood., Each selector with children of school
age contributed so much either in money or material.

Mr. Heesom undertook 1o erect the building for £6. The bu::.lding was
36 feet by 18 feet, with the teacher's residence of two rooms attached. The walls
were yellow-box posts, squared on two sides. Pug, obbtained under the surface of
the soil was mixed up and put in between the slabs in a wet state. When this
material dried, it made a good wall, cool in summer and warm in winter. =

The roof was of sawn shingle, carted free of charge by the writer's fathe:r
from the sawmill at Eaglehawk (now Glengarry) near Toongabbie.

The writer often wondered in after years, how any man could get the posts
and the ti-tree slabs, put up the walls, and put floors -in the teacher’s residence,
and erect two mud chimneys etc. for £6.. (There was no floor in the school when it
Tirst opened) . It goes to show how scarce msoney was then and how much work one
had to do for very little money.

The scarcity of money prevented peopie from improving their holdings.
There were no public works, either by the government or the shire. To get a little
ready money, selectors went shooting possums up till about 11 o’clock at night,

s AN O
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Some people who stayed out all night would shoot sixty or.seventy poasums¢ One
would shoot while another weuld skini It- was not uncommon to see as many as
'§ix in one tree.

© The writer attended the: -school alréady mentionéd, He Was the only one
who rode to school, although some had four: males tc walk, This sghool was built
about the year l8?6, or early the’ fo¢low1ng year The flrst teacher was dre,
Nelson fi1oi Winnoondo, near Rosédale, -

, - Inm 1877, when the main’ Glppsland 11ne was cnmmeﬂced, many men 1@£ﬁ their
_ blocks and went to work onudt.

; Some of the first-dettlers on the Hazelwood side of Nlddle Creek, and
who remained on-their blocks were: John O'Hara, a very‘@arly settler; James
McDonald; John Sillcock; Fu Amiet sen.; W, Daly; P. Applegate (at Eel Hole
Creek); and Messrs. McFarlane, Matthew Nadeubousch, Boldlng, Shaw, and G.
Billcock, extending .to Bennett's Creek. -

John Mackillan, first the holder of the Hazelwood Run, became the
owner of Hazelwood Estate, which is now a Soldiers' Settlement, .

... My father; lir. George.Firmin, lived on tht Scrubby Forest sxée of the
Creek. He was elected a councillor of the Rosedale Shire. After a severance, he
wag elected a member of the Traralgon Shire, and was President for one term,

ter .2 further se¢verance, he ‘became a member of the Morwell Shire Council..

- Mr. John Quigley. was anothér well-known and highly respected citizen
and was. a J.P. for a-number _f‘years. Another early settler was Henry Wicks,.
who was fortunate enough %o select land on which most of the townshxp and the
railway station now stand. .. -~ °

: LOther selectors in the. Scrubhy Forest regicn were Messrs. W. Prancls,
and . John Cahill, and on Billy's Creek, G. Flrmin Jun., Bavmd Sull*van, Rxchard
Richards, and many otherd, = - »
. ..+ 0On the west sideof the Marwa&l River, foremost” among the settlera'was
‘Samuel Vary of the Merton Rush Run (now calléd ﬂrmffleld), who for some jrears
was a. member of the Morwell:Shiré Council and'alse a J. P,, and sat on the bench
at the Court of Petty Segsions, Morwell,regularly, until his advanced age com—
. pelled him to retire.

, . Messrs, Whitholty, Dit Williams, D. Jones, J. Dow, and Thomas Hopkins,
all settled on the western side:of the Morwell River ‘from Driffield up. .

Writson was the original selector of thé block of land on the opposlte
side of the river from the old butter-factory site at Yimnar, and Thomas Walsh
came next, higher up the river. He also was a noted figure 1n his day, bezng a
counciller in the Narracan\Share and alsoa JePodli it
“Tr those’ ecxly- days, t}f 2 was no market for produce other than that
which was consumed in thm‘ Etry,‘The export. trada had not started. On one -
occasion my father sent a load of pigs by bullock wagon to Dandenong Market, a
distance of eighty miles by,road, Jny. fwo, brcthera travelllng with ﬁhem. The trip
occupied about two weeks, .

About the year 1879~80 settlement begag @a take place in the hack
country towards Boolarrs, Mirboo, Tarwin, and further. south at Budgerea,~iA ﬂ”
Jeeralang and Binginwarris. Some of the earliest settlers in the Boolarra area,
and who retainsd their lana, were Messrse PEnaluna, Ammet Hall Przmrase, !s,
Kelleher, Gleeson and othersaij  rd

In Budgeree were lirs, m?llatt Mrs horell, and Hes&rs. Grant Roy
Brewster and others. Down the’ Mlddle Creek were the Deppeller Brothers, whose
land ‘was handed down to them fromuthelr father, Theeoriginal -selector there was
Mr, M.i.Nelson, the flrst schcolrteacher of the. Hazelwood School, who had a
desire to take up land, but sold out to Mr. Deppeier sen, Other: selectors in
this locality were John Heesom and George Firmin. sanu,(whose land is now owned
by George Bond) and S.A.Coleman of Lavinia Park (Yinmar Race Course);and others.

‘With the opening up of the Mirboo, Boolarra and Tarxwin country came the
necesgity for - transport facilities. The first transport of stores and require-
ments was by bullock team., Then. began an agitation for a. railway, with the
result that a line was built in 1885, ‘and, the townahlpa of Yinnar, Boolarra and
Mirboo North came into existence. ...

" The first buildlngs and resxdences din Yannar ‘were: JOhn Quigley s store,
butcher's shop, bcardlng house and wzne saloan at. the northern end ofthe towno
Carrigg Bros' general store, owned by Thomas Walsh, was opposite thewrailway -
station entrance. It wag later burnt down.‘Ylnnar Hotel was built and.owned by
Henry Wicks. The building adaelnlng McFarlane's garage, vhere lir. & Mrs. ‘
Carrmgg sen. resided, dnd a few other private residences, spraidg up later.:

" The school was built long before the railway station was thought of, or
the line elther. The;flrst settlers petitioned for a school for their chlldreno

The Yinna: ics! Institubte was built a little later,the block of -
land being donated by Lro_Geerge Pirmin sen. He also gave the lan& for the
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Church of England (St Matthew s),whzch was bﬂllt in 1887. There was only £20 in
hand with which to erect the Mechanics' Institute when the building was started
and a bank overdraft was arranged, the trustees, Messrs, John Quigley, George -
~Pirmin and S.A.Coleman acting as guarantors to the Bank for the overdraft. It
was quite a burden on their shoulders for a number of years until the populat-
ion increased and people became more prosperous and there was more employment.

The starting of a sawmill on the western side of the Morwell River
- opposite the old butter factory site, by Messrs. Edney, Patterson and Stone,
opened up a large tract of country extending to the old Mirboo Road. It was
a timber reserve and the sawmill drew its supplies of logs from this source
until it was cut out. Then, this country was made available for selection and
was taken up for agricultural and grazing purposes.

‘I should mention that there were no blacks on Scrubby Forest when the
Firmin family arrived. The last of them had disappeared during the occupancy
of previous lessees.

There was a small grave-yard of two graves, securely fenced in a nice
little grove in what is now Wicks' paddock opposite the railway gates leading
to Scrubby Forest homestead. One was a child's grave; the other was supposed
to be that of a stockman. In later years, these graves were ruthlessly
ploughed over and the spot obliterated.

_ There was another grave near Billy's Creek. It was that of William
Hillier, a previous part-owner with Nicol Brown, of Scrubby Forest Run. It is
said that Brown and Hillier gquarrelled and divided the run, Brown having the
part between Middle Creek and the Morwell River, while Hillier had the area
lying between Middle Creek and Billy's Creek. These two men were the first
‘occupiers of Scrubby Forést. Brown I knew well, and a history of his life
would make very interesting reading. Hillier had died before we arrived and
had been buried near his hut and stockyards on Billy's Creek, in what is now

« Bond's paddock.

' Today (1933) there are not many left of the pioneers who flrst took up
land here about sixty years ago, but in many Lnstances, their sons hold the -
land that they cleared and worked.

chgbbz Forest and Yinnar.

Scrubby Forest comprlsed all the country situated between the Morwell
River and Billy's Creek. There was no southern boundary.

Nicol Brown and William Hillier were the first occupiers of Scrubby .
Forest, having acquired it from the Government by tender under licence as a .
run, in the year 1850, holding it till 1869, when it reverted back to the _
Governmment. John Shiels of Rosedale then took it and held it till 1874, when
he disposed of it to George Firmin, who retained it till 1885, when the area
that was of any use for grazing purposes was made freehold and taken up by
selectors. Scrubby Forest as a run ceased to exist, there not being sufficzent
land left to be of any use as a grazing praposmtion‘ When Gearge Firmin gave
up the licence in 1885, it was never taken up again. .

When Brown and Hillier occupied the run in 1850, it was a wild place.
The blacks were troublesome. Brown had a hotel and coach-stables at Shady.
Creek and grew horse. feed at Scrubby Forest and carted it down the ra&d to
supply. Cobb & Co's coach astables.

Bventually, Brown and Hillier disagreed, and dlssolved their partner—
ship, Brown taking the territory between Morwell River and Middle Creek, and .
Hillier taking the portion between Middle Creek and Billy's Creek, which was
known for years among those connected with the run as "Billy's Side". Hillier
lived in a hut on the creek bearing his name, dled there, and was buried on
the. bank of the creek., The hut remained standing for some time, and there
were also the remains of a garden, including gooseberry bushes and a furze,
hedge,which Hillier is said to have planted as some protection from the blaaks.

Brown served a prison sentence of 19 years, 1868 to 1887,fhr'the murder
at Shady Creek of Villiam Laughton, a young ‘mailman, o .

Selection at Scrubby Forest did not commence until John Shiels was'ln
possessmen, and his son, Frank Shiels, was the first selector. He took a
section on Middle Creek on both sides-of the Jumbuk Road in the year 1872,
James McDonald was -next, and soon aftér, in 1874, George Firmin took up land.
After that, the rush for-land took place. James McDonald's selection was on -
the Hazelwood side of liiddle Creek as well as on the Scrubby Forest side,

~‘The writer, with his father and brother, arrlved at Middle Greek in
August 1874, en route for Scrubby Forest just across the creek. the other
members of the family followed later). We weére unable to cross with our

e
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bullock teams carrying our provisions and -equipment, as there Was. no- hrxdge for
carrying a vehicle. We managed to patch up temporarily a broken-down horse-
bridge, and took across a horse carrying-our. blankets and tucker. For the. night,
we made for old Scrubby House, about a mile distant on a hill, theménly clear
spot on that side of the creek. B
o - Lt was while I was collectingour bullocks next mﬂrning that I first
“‘met the late John MacMillan of Hazelwood Station, He let my brother and me
kriow in no uncertain language that we were trespassing on his property (thouﬁh
it was unfenced). It is now the Hazelwood Soldier Settlement. I crossed the
estate many times afterwards, but if ever I saw a horseman that looked anything
like John MacMillan, I made for the nsarest point off his property.

Yr, and Mrs. O'Hara, being in the empley of Nicol Brown, occupied
Secrubby Forest House for a number of years, and most of their children were
.. born there. Mrs. 0'Hara used to describe the hawling of the Wlld dogs as
© "the bapd". . .. .
Cian.., AL the end of 1874 and. the baginning of 1875, Mr.0. P.Whitelaw, ‘the
» Gevernment Surveyor, cut a track which $till bears his name, from Middle Creek i

" to Stockyard Creek (now Foster). His instructions were to keep to the ridge and

not to. cross any streams, Provisions for the men Ware carried by packhorse o
from Rosedale. -

The construction of the main Gzppsland llne was st&rted in 1877, and
‘some selectors were glad of the opportunity of earning a little money by working
‘on railway construction. The ma;orlty of thﬂ settlers had very little money.
There was no market for produce or. stock, ‘since everyone grew his.-own. .

My father sent & bullock wagon load of store pigs from Scrubby Forest tc
the Dandenong Market, a journmey that took twelve days. Feed had to be carried
to keep the fifty pigs in good condition, The feed was carried in a kand of top

’ ”L?storey, wmth the pigs underneath. We were in real trouble when the wagon got

“boggeﬁ. It was w1nter time; the country was wet' and the road was only a bush
track. It was impossible to unload: the pigs, so my brother went on two miles
‘,and faund a man with a team to pull us out. This man was busy log-fencing.
oy ‘The construction of the main Glppsland line was a big help to us all,
The first section of ‘the line completed was that from. Sale to Morwell. The .
" 'middle section was the most difficult, but eventually, in 1878, the.line was
opened to*Oakleigh, and after sonme’ further delay, continued to Melbourne.
'Miller Brothers were the contractors for the section Sale to Morwell, and -
- Noonan Brothers for the niddle section, Morwell began,to grow;. produce. buyers
- came from Melbourne; and selectors now found markats for their produce., Up till
then, Scrubby Forest had been at a dead end.

This district was first a part of Rogedale Shire,. then Traralgon Shire,
and finally it became Morwell Shire. The shires had not enough money to build
all the new:roads required, and often the selectors had to’ build their own., For
example, the people in the Mirboo and Tarwin areas ‘joined in a kina of huge
working bee to cut a track from Middle Creek b6 zarwin vaer, and to build ‘

"'"bridges, including one over the Morwell: Rineds "

. Soon after; the Government built a railway line from Marwell t_jﬁirboo
.Aﬁorth The first contractor gave up without starting; the' second started bt
could not finish the job; and finally John Robb“finished the line in’ 1885, the
first train from Morwell to Mirboo North running on the 10th. April, 1885.
A state school was built at Yinnar in 1881, It was in that buildxng
. %hat the first wedﬁlng in Yirnnar tqok ylaee, -

3 A Co-operative Butter Factery Company was formed and a f&ctury built at
Yinnar. It was: successful for a while after its opening in 1891, but ran. 1nta
difficulties thraugh some share-holder suppliers of milk bringing in skimmed
milk and wanting high prices for it, The factory was sold to Messrs. Wood & Co.
The price of milk ranged from 25d to 33d & gallon, but. there was no means of

. testing the quality of the milk. After some years, Wﬁod & Co sold the factory

-and. it was demolished., Yinnar was without a factory for some years until .
‘Messrs. Stephenson and Morley built ‘a faotory in the tawn,‘where it is still
operatlng successfully,

" Some of the cattle used to ascape and ‘mix with w11d cattle in the back
country. Sometimes they would come down, join the quiet cattle and lead them
away. Some men made a living shooting these "warrigals". Messrs. Frank and Harry
Shiels were excellent horsemen,and.could yard all but the very. wildest beasts,
<. _In-the. early days; there were only half a dozen houses between Scrubby
Forest and lorwell Bridge - John O'Hara and James -lMcDonald-on Middle Creek; John
Machillan at Hagelwood Homestead; .Paul -Applegate -on Eel-Heole Creek; Peter Kelly
in a ;1ttle humpy Jjust beyond;and Maryvale Homestead comnected ‘with a bush track.

" All that remains as a link with .the old days is old Scrubby House,built
about 1850, and occupied at present (1939) by the Misses Firmin.
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: hagter..B.................Tha §g1re Gf Narracan.

The Beginning.

‘ The Shire of Narracan was proclaimed, the 16th. September 1878 Elections
took place, and the first meetlng of the Council of nine members was held in Dr.
Moore's Hall, at lMoe, 18th. November 1878,

The nine councillors of that first Council were‘

John Rollo (Pres&den&) - John Thomas Hann =~ Robert Robinson
Samuel Vary T ~John Proctor ~ Thomas Hume ‘
thn Lloya ~ John Wood R Michael James O'Connor.

The buildlng in which this first meeting was held, a hall or barn owned
by Dr. George loore, was situated somevwhere near the east corner of Anzac Street,
Hoe, on the Princes Highway of today, and it served also as the first school-
‘house when a school opened in Moe in 1879. It was a weatherboard ‘building, 30 feet
“long,. 15 feet wide, and 10t feet high, with an iron roof, hardwood floor, and a
verandah - quite a substantial building for those days - but it was unlined, and
it had no heating arrangeuments.

 In Victoria, quite early in our history, there used to be a Roads and
Bridges Department whose functions were very similar to those of the Country Roads
Board of today. This body was established to maintain and develop the roaas
and tracks outside the areas of the local governing bodies.

Tha first mnniempal governing body that incerporated the Narvracan area
:in>its district was the Rosedale Road Board which was set up in 1869, and which,
‘in less than two years, became the Shire of Rosedale, carrying out very. similar
duties. The vast area controlled by this body extended’ from the Borough of Sale
1n the east to the Shire of Berwick in the west., .

: There could have been few people living in the Narracan area before 1878.
Up till that time, the main Gippsland road was the 0ld Coach Road which passed
through Whisky Creek, Brandy Creek, Buln Buln, Shady Creek, Westbury and Morwell
Bridge before meeting up with our present highway at Traralgon. There were no
townships of loe, Trafalgar and Yarragon until the railway line was constructed
1877 to 1879. It seems, therefore, as though it was the building of the railway
line that led to the severance of this area from Rmse&ale Shire and its incorpor-
» ation as the Shire of Narracan.

zawnshlgs in the Shire of Narracan.

g The first list of townshi s in the hhire of harracan 1879 1ncludeS'
‘Waterloo (1ater re~-named Yarragon), Trafalgar,. Hoe, Westbury, Tangil, Nabrracan
and Morwell (or part of lorwell). The westerly section of the lorwell area -did not
remain long in the Shire of Narracan,being incorporated into the new Shire of
Traralgon when that body was created in 1880, It is interesting to note that the
Shire of Narracan is older than the Shire of Traralgon (1880), and also the Shmre
of Horwell, which did not beccme constituted until 1892.

By 1885, the -name. of Waterloo had been changed to Yarragon. By 1886, the
list cf townships included Boolarra, Darlimurla and Mirboo North, all brought into
being by the construction of the lorwell-Mirboo North railway line in 1885. Other
‘new townships were Thorpedale, and the fairly important gold=-mining centre of
Rusgell’s Creek. Iﬁ 1903, further names appeared - Allambee, Childers aﬂd 4illnw
Grove. :
.o “enEarly papula%ion figures for some ef these centres are 1nteresting. 0
example, .in 1885, the townships in order of size of population were: Yarragon -679;
Trafalgar - 207; Narracan - 190; Moe = 158; and Tangil - 150. There must have been
some temporary reason for the Yarwagon figure of 670 people, for, by 1888, tﬁree
years later, ‘it was down to 350. In 1886, Ruseell's Creek had a papulat&on of
289 people, and 1n 1892, there were 300 people in Coalvmlle, and 350 1n Morwell,

Trafalgar was the blggest tcwn in the 1930's with Mae fcrglng ahead from
~then on. Here are the fmgures over a nnmber of yeaxrs: -

Year o 1885. 1802, . 1019, 1937, 1042y 1947., 1951, ;ggi_

MOG-.-....u;a--.lsau..-a350u...400.....'750-»..1200...aZDOO..a.5100.‘..¢880G
'irafalgar..’,.,.,.?@"].....250“...8@0”..*1000,...1100..‘.1390...‘1450.-;-..2000
Yarragcn‘.i.Q‘.“679'.".356““.‘&“.“(‘.“'.‘.Q'Q""‘.‘...‘..“".’*" 650
Yalloum }\Iorthﬂﬁ"ﬂﬂﬂﬁ".’..0"‘.Q..Q“I""‘"‘C“'Q"Qﬁ‘Q.‘..."'.‘.‘C“’1500
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When the Shlre af Nawracan was éstablished in 1878, it had an area of
890 aquare miles, in which 3,500 people lived. Although the area today, 894
square miles, is practically the same in sigze as that in 1878, there has been
considerable variation due to subtractions and additions. For the period 1898
to 1918 the area it encompassed was down to 552 aquara miles. In summary form,
the main variations have been as follaws~

Losses.

1892, ..Parts of the Parishes of Narracan and Narracan South wera severad ta
.. form part of the Shire of Morwell, 27/5/1892. ,
1894...Part of the Bast and West Ridings was severed to make part of the new
 Shire of Mirboo, 13/4/1894. :
1894...4 section of the Vest Riding was annexed to Woorayl Shire,. aﬁ/la/m%
1906, ..Ancther section of the West Riding went %o Woorayl Shire, 30/5/1906,
- 1911...A further section of the West Riding was annexed to Woorayl Shire, ////11.
1924...An area from the North Riding was transferred to Buln Buln Shire,19/5/2
1955.,.The township of Moe broke away from the Narracan Shire to form.a. -
separate municipality, the Boraugh ‘of Moe, 28/8/1955. e

G&in‘. :
1918...Wa1halla was added to the Shire of Narracan,. 29/5/1918, forming a

separate riding. The number of councillors was increased by three (the
representatives of the Walhalla Riding) fxom nine to twelve members'

Iable of Growth and Varlagigggg , : e
Year, . Area, . Population, _Rate, ___Revenue,
1886{&a{¢..§3890 SQ«;mlles...*..3,500-.-.......‘..1/~ iltﬁilg ‘5’3750
1892:0:»0vqo.750 80 milﬁ&doon.¢4 485-e.»;a»n;a-o:l/” n«oul«£ 81458ﬂ
1902.-va0¢5¢¥552 80« mlleﬁﬁottoo4}3§90oeacct.unucol/“'wcn-».£ 4,8?7'
1912....‘c-..552 80« mil35n¢c¢aa5’86010aautq:oaeool/ﬁ ¢§-§ac£» 7f§26a'
lglgt.DOO!lb0927 80 . mzlea.....,? 500.0*&»—;....&;1/6'Qﬁun¢v£ 3;2654

¥ 19300Q‘Q.0l0l910 8%: mileaﬂv;tt’D’?’OOo.Qt.le.‘(!ﬁ02/3 §l¢v¢i£ 16’8330
.»1945..'..'..’900 SQ¢,miles..m...8,950¢‘-;..».n..«.2/3 .-¢«--£ 26,269ﬁ
1951‘:-00‘0-0!900 SQi mil&s..»qull’gzocpnoﬁci-fqsa.ﬁ/‘“ Qt.alﬁé‘q 89}006¢
1960»;:0..;00894 SQO m11356119§ 9}269v§u¢‘i&iiévt;4/" -;;...£120,371o

Municiggl erectorles. ’
The main source of information on munlclpalities is the yearxy Municipal

Directory. Copiesare kept by some municipalities at their official offices.
However,the most complete sets of these Directories are kept at. the State
Public leraries ~that is, the La.Trobe Library as far as Victorian
municipalities are. ooncerneﬁ* - ,

Morwell in 18801881,
In the 1881 Munlcipal Dxrectery, in the section dealzug with the Shire

of Traralgon, the following information is. given about Morwell:

"Morwell is a township of more recent erection than Traralgon, from which
it is distant about ten miles west.' It is situated-on-the railway line, 87 miles
south~east from Melbourne. All the country round is selected and improvements
are being made very rapldly Morwell has a post and telegraph office, and money-
order office, four hotels and one bank. The River Morwell is adjacent to- the
township. Traffic with the Mirboo district is carried on from Morwell and a
railway line between’ these two. places is about to be constructed. In the ranges
a few miles south, extensive coal seans have been discovered. The coal is of
excellent quality and steps are being takan to-develop thls industry. ‘

Moe in 1884-1885, . .

e During the last year, ‘Moe has increased greatly in xmpartanae, due to
the &1scavery of - coal in the area. In the township, there are two hotels, two
stores, two banks, a shire~hall and court-house, police camp, cattle sale«yarda,
‘& Mechanics® Institute (erected in 1884), a rifle club with 40 members, a race-
course reserve, a cricket club, a cemetery and a church (Church of England).

Moe Coal Company (Coalville) has offered to sapply the railways with
50,000 tons ‘of coal at 12/6 a ton, and the coal is superior to any other coal
yet known in the Australian Colonies. Population - 158 people.

The postmistress. in 1894 was Wiss B, ( Q‘Brien, and she was followed by
Thomas Troon in 1909, and P, Bambrook in 1913,




. Perhaps we get a better conceptlcn of a Council and its members over the
years if we take a number of separate Councils at different permeds in ﬁhe history
of the Sh;re, listlﬁg the councillors with their contemporaries rather than in long
cnlumns covering the whole 87 years, although this,too,is necessary and has its value.

~ The names of the men on the first Council ‘of Narracan Shire, 1878-1879, are
" given elsewhere in this story. By the time we reach 1884~1885, only three (Samuel
Vary, Robert Robinson .nd John Hann) remain.

The 1884~85 Council. (Presn.dent.....w:.ll:.am Bawden,)

North.‘.Charlea Henry wzlllams,A Dr, George Moore; Jesse‘ﬁasﬁhorpe;

Basgt....Thomas Walsh; . Samuel Vary; - William Scarlett.
“West:.es.John Thomas Hann; William Bawden; © - Roberﬁ Roblnson. .

..o i .0 In 1887~1888, there is & varistion in the msmbership, through the addition
of a south riding, but no reason is apparenﬁ for the change, and by 1888~89, the
“gchuncil had ‘reverted to three rz&ings agein.

North...Dr. George Maore, t ‘ Benaamin Stantan, . Jesse Hagthorpe;.

East....Robert Robinson; Samuel Vary; Charles W. Hawlett
West....ﬁamuel Coleman; o Thomas J. Pope; - Frank H. Geoch;

Sou’th,..Willmm Scarlett* .~ - Robert Smith; . John Glarenshaw.

North...Jesse Hasthorpe; Benjamin Stanton; - Herbert Haiipton;

East....Robert Robinson; - James Powell; . ..~ Charles W. Howlett.

West....Samuel Goleman;- -~ = Thomas J. Pope, Frank H. Geochs

mrth...a“ames Whitton; - - John P. Nshomy; Henry W. Crisps

East....&ohn.ﬂampbell, .~ - Dr, P, Lloyd; . Charles H. Williams;

Wesﬁ‘...Peter Eunter' -+ -+ -Richard Purcell; GEQ?EE‘Go Auchterlonie.

North...George Evans; " Hector Lamont; William Beck;

Eagte..sfrancis Dickenson; Martin M. McGregor; -Janmes Braniganj'

_ ¥est....John Campbell; .- .. John P. Mahony; = Ernest E. Salmon.

[ S A

wwxﬁﬁ-»o-.wllliam Burrage~ : 'Frederick Bayley; - Willlam‘Smailacéﬁﬁe.

Eagteesssofs Shackleton; Martin McGregor; James Branigan; .
Westesos.odJohn Campbell; John P. Mahony; . John Léviston;.

Xalhalla..Thomas Noble;. @ _  Fréderidk‘Gras§hwm;”George V. Morgan.

North.....Edvard Hunter;. = Frederick Bayley; ‘:Wililam Smallacombe;
East......Robert Stockdale;: Martin McGregor; = James Brown; . o
" Hestewe...John Campbell; ~ - - Henry J. Harvey; John Leviston;

_E@lh@&&gatJohn J. Sheppard; -  Christbpher lngram",GeorgeAvy Mcrgaﬁ.‘?

There were no candzdates standlng in August 1965, in oppasztien to-
retiring councillors, so elections were not required, and the compositian of the
néw Council remained the same as for 1964*196§.vThe present councillors (1965) are:

o Nﬁmh Rld.ﬁ}g o .;‘El J e Kaﬂtiﬂg; ! ‘K- G« Re hltc&ell, . Jo C o M& Balfour,
E&St Ridil’lg. e w o;vEZ;zi' Jo Crawe; R Ws Ho ﬁatﬁhe@iﬁ T As . Fu . G‘um, .
West Ridi:ﬂﬁ Py s QD. C . Vaughan; ! D‘ SQ Gl&rke £ W‘ ) ;J‘ Hay,

Walhalls Ridggg.*.c. H. Rawson; -~ “H. C. Lacey, 7+ L. He Callan&er.

President for 1964»1965.‘.Kénneth Re G. Mitchell. e
?resx&ent for 196§~l966...Dan161 C. Vaughan. ‘
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18‘?8“'18791‘ e«sdohn Rollo, - -

- 1880-1881,..5amuel Vary.
1881~1882,..William Bawden.
1882“1883» « s Samuel Yary' E
1883~1884,.+Dr. George Moore,
l884-"’1885 s ‘William Bawden. C
1885~1886. «,Thomas Walsh.
1886”188?0 ® Milliam Scarlett.
1887""1888& . -Thomas JQ Pape.
1888~1889...Charles W. Howlett.
3.889"“3.890¢ «+Charles W, Howlett.
1890-1891...Dr. Frederick Lloyd.

; 1891-1892. . vBeﬂ;}amn Stanton.
1892""1893 essdames Powell.,

- 1894-1895...Charles H. Williams.

1895*1896 oe ‘B:’C‘ +» Frederick Llﬁydo
1896-1897...Henry W. Crisp.
1897-1898. . .Peter Hunter.

1898-1899...John P, Mahony.
1899~1900.,.George G. Auchterlonie.

©7 1900-1901...James Whitton.
1901-1902...William H. Davies,
1902*1903¢ - szlllam Hn DaViQSQ

. .1903-1904.,.Charles H., Williams,

1%4""1%50 » .JDhn Campbﬁlle )
1905*‘1906¢ s ‘Jllllam SQ SOle‘S Ly
1906~1907...Gearge Evans.
--1907-1908. . .John P. Mahony.:
1908-1909. ..Martin M. McGregor.
1909-1910,..Hector Lamont. -
1910-1911...John Campbell. . . -
- 1911-1912...Richard B. Caunter.
;;5'1912~1913...H1111am Beck.

© . 1913-1914...Philip Cantwell. .
1914~1915.,,James Branigan.
11915-1916...William J, Savage,

" 1916~1917...J0hn P, Mahony. -

,_V1917~1918...Mart1n M, McGregor.
_1919~1920...John ‘Leviston. '

. 11920-1921...George V. Morgan.

. .1921-1922...Frederick Shackleton.

1 1922-1923..,Willian T, Smallacom%.

‘ 3"1924~1925...George V. Morgan.
1925'”19260 «sRobert . S‘bag}»{dﬂleo

1926m1927. . .BEdward Hunter.

~ 1927-1928...John Campbell,

1928=1929. . .Christopher Ingranm.

1'1929=~1930. . JMartin M. McGregor.

1930-1931...Frederick S. Bayley.
1931~1932,. . s John Leviston,

' 1932-1933. . .John J. Sheppard.
' 193%-1934. . .James Brown.
’1934«1935...William.T. Smallacombe,

1935"'}-9360 . ¢H3n:ry Je Hm@y-
19%36~1937...John J. Sheppard.
1937"3-938» . .Ch&rles F. %ﬁllls’
1938-1939. . .Edward Hunter.
193’9"19401 » «Fran@is R: Pweul
1940-1941.. Mervyn C. Margan.
1941-1942,..James Brown.

1942-194%. . JWilliam T. Smallacombe.

1943%-1944...Francis R. Powell.

'1945~1946..,William A. Moncur.
: 1946~1947. . 0Géﬂrge Ce . Purvis.

James C, M., Balfour,
194’-7"‘194;8;» -Henl'y Je _B:aweyoa
1948-1949. . .Mervyn C, Morgan.
1949"'1950i . .Edward As. G’uy‘ .

1950*1951; . .J&m&s @ C . M; Balf@ul‘.
- 1951-1952...Robert L. Trickey.
¥ 1952“19530 »* QROberﬁ La

Dowie.
1953-1954. . Kenneth R. G. Hitchell.
1954"‘1955¢ ® tHam J' H&Wﬁy. :

: 1955“1956.00;&1’*;11‘11‘ G‘t Boswello '

Edwarﬁ- A Guy‘ .
1956-1957. . Edward A. Guy.

: 195?»1958...Harold Bayley.

~?ﬁ1959»1§60...§ecrge ﬁ.’Brcwn. Ge
1960“1961& sedames Cs I‘ﬁ. B&lfﬁuro

1961-1962,,.Donald S. Clarke,

©1962-1963...Philip Mouritz,.
. . 1953“'19641‘ .Gesrge MQ Bmmd

‘Walter H. Matthews.

"21964»1965...Kennath R. G. Mitchell.
' ~1965~1966...Daniel C. Vaughan, :

. 1923-1924...John Campbell,

Q«Hultigle Terns. The followxng held the office af Presldent, two or more tlm&ﬁ‘
Two Terms:

‘ Samuel Vary...lBSO & 1882,

Vo, Bawden,...1881 & 1884y
¢.W.Howlett...1888 & 1889;. .
Dr. F.Lloyd...1890 & 1895;.

- C.H.VWilliams..1894 & 1903;
V.H.Davieg....1901 & 1902;

Three Terms:

. John P.Mahoney.....1898, 1907, 19163
M, M. MeGregor.....1908, 1917, 1929 -
We Te Smallacombe..l922 M 1934; 194‘2 ¥
Five Terms. ‘

Jahn Campballa R X ‘1893 9 1904’ 1910‘! 19238 19271'

Shire Secretaries.

1879~1880,..Louis Le Gould;
13800'».0':»3'8 Ll‘thgm‘fy
TW.Fowler;

. Levistan..l?lQ’& 19)14
F.8. B&yl&y¢ . *333.8, & 1930 H
~ GsV.Morgan...1920"& 19243
E. Hunter....1926 & 1938; H.J.Harvey..,1947,1954;
JoJ«Sheppard.1932 & 1936; . G.M.Brown....1959,1963.
James Brown..1933 & 1941; . :

~Fg R;Pﬂwa}-ln . 19391 1943 3
M.C.Morgan...1940,1948;
A.G.Boswell,.1944,1955;

Je Go M. Balfeur..l946, 1950 1960;
Edwarﬁ A; Guy;«...1949, 1955, 1956.‘

1935-57. .T K. Shanahan;
1958.....W. F. Nelson.

1886-1891...G.F.Nethercote;
1891~1920.,.Ben, Langford;
l920~l9§5...3&s. ?hanahan,
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Kenneth Aitkin (Wal).....,»...1923~1925{

G’Bﬁrgﬁ Anstey (W)a‘ptactavnonl%z*lws
George G.Auchberlonie (E).....1897~1903;
James C.M.Balfour (M)uisessss1945-

William BaWQQQQ(W)acwant;-ct it1879""1885,
Freﬁarl@k Sa B&yle'y'( (1‘1)'......1913'-'1948,
Harold Bayley (W)ieeeoeososss.1948-1961;
William Beck () aesnessssensss1909-1015;
Alall EE:}.I (E)i.ﬁlq.cai00/0.&1955"1957’
Albert W. Bellmaine (W).......1922-1925;
Franklin O. Bilson (W)........1892-189%;
Arthur -G, Boswell (Wal)ss....,1936-1961;
James Brmgan W g...”o'.;ulaglwmg?,
James Branigan (B)eeesess'seese1906~1919;
George M. Brown (E)es.eesss.se1955-1961;
James Brown  (E)ese..ai'.n.1924~1943;
Thomas H. Brown wal) ﬁ...»-»,.a1923~1924
Alfred C.Bwige D)aui«»:-;o»‘tlggg“‘lgo‘qw
Wma H Burr&ge N)vteauaauvaanglS‘“lglg’
LeH Callﬁnﬁer (Wal Qltbtttltll%d’*"

ern:r‘y ch&m@ben (E ~..;.‘..-41943*1g51,
John Gampball '(W);pooio-tqaﬁclaag’“lgﬁ?,
Phllli) S Canwell W a..--«-.*1911“¢93.5,
Rlchard B Caunter B .‘.a‘-v..1910~1913;
D‘Uﬂald. Suﬁi&i‘ken- W u‘-.o..-.lgﬁé—*—

samel GﬁleIE&n*.u i; --»-;....1.888“1891‘
Bemy Wocriﬁ}?"oga E 'ciuoqnﬂglgg?-*’l%Sy
Edward J. Crowes.e(EB)escseesss 1064w

Wllll&m H D&Vleﬂag W .;o‘-m;n-olgogwl%g;
Henry ‘A.Dedman....(Wal).....,.1921-1924;
Francis Dickenson (E)........41904-1910;
Matthew Dixonsss.s(W)sesessss.1881-1883;
Robert L DOW’leccuc ng'a'cyltttl%S’*}ngBB,
Gem:'ge mreﬁqh@ hl utononu:‘lssg"'lgs:?),
George E1t0N...ssolWal)ssoevse1925-1928;
Jo}lﬂ Engllﬁh...(m)u »qac:aoooals%"’18941
'G’Qorg’e Ems-.; N rvoaiow‘uniblgoz-”:lglo.
JOhn Fi@t@herﬂo W ¢a¢9........1947~1949,
"~ Frank Ha GeQGhn W, ¢o¢¢onnan0n¢}.887"1891,
Frederick Grassham (Val)......1918-1920;
Al&n Fn Gumvvv E t!'t&‘i‘;"&l%zw ;
Edward A.- Gﬂa‘}‘.. E oogqtaaa‘»001943”1963!
Herbert Hampton (N)e..eses....1888-1893;
John T. Hamn,ua(W)eeeeeusessss1878-1884;
Eem J.Haﬁey W)m.u.nnulgzg-vlg‘}é
Jesse Hasthorpe (N)...........1862-1803;
%‘; JO Hay(3\)’..."."....'.”1%4"— Wb:
. Charles W.Howlett {E)..d%..eeel887-1890;
Thomas HUMEesesovoesesseseses s l878~1880;

. Edward Hun‘bel" s (N) tesssarone Q1919”194'2’ .

g Pé‘t%r H’lﬁ’l‘hﬁi‘. es e (N') EEEEE NN 01395“1902. Sl
“Christopher Ingram (%al),‘....1926~1935 poo

s '-“'Fra,ncxﬁ M‘J&mes (W) sssaehrdEy 03-903“1907’ .

* ' Christopher Johnstone (E).....1919-1924; .
‘Baward TJ.Keating’ (N).....‘.‘.-1952~“ e

- Benjamin Stanton...

Harald Ce Lacey*(ﬁal}.....1963~* ~

Hector: Lamont 2H).a.;. +21908~1914;
John Leviston - (W)eve'.ss1915-1943;

Dr, Frederick Lloyd-{(E).,;1890~1908;
John L10ydeessevessss s L878=1882;
Martin M.McGregor.(E)...,1908~1936;

Alan MC}H&B?O.:‘{ (E) Hedewnee a1953“3~9553
John MeMehon (W )ae eeee..:1884~1887;
John P. Mahony %%.”,“m%&agn
John P, Mahouy A\W)xees.ss1905-1908;

Walter H, Matthews (B)..:1963--

Charles F, Mills (E)....+1932-1943;
Kenneth R.G.Mitchell (I)1945--

William A, Moneur~(Eg;.;g1936m1946;
Dr. George Moore..(N)....1l881-1884;
George V.Morgan...(Wal).,1918-1936;

 Mervyn C.Morgan...(Wal),.1936«1957;
 Philip Mouritz....(Wal)..1961=-1964;

Thomas Noble .@...€Wal ¢ 1918-1921 ;
Mavrice O'Connell E);*.51956w1963,
Mi('}hael J D ‘ﬂOﬂnﬁi‘a [N ul&?&*1880

- John Olerenshaw, s (S) ... 1887-1888;

ThcmasO’Tcole...,gﬁ s s s +1910~1913;
William C aParICégo @ N one 0_3-306“1909’
Thomas JePOoPeseses(W)asil887=1892;

 James Powellese..s(E)os..1888-1897;

Frank R.Powelle..o(W)a..s1937~1947;
John Proctoreceess voees s l8T8=1880;
Richard P.Purcell (W)....1897=1900;
Clarance H.Rawson §Wa1),‘1956~w

Robert Robinscine.e(W)....1878-1889;
John Rodda (B)eeseseesiss 19221924
John Rollo:. W)eo,...‘a.,518?8~1886'
Herbert S.Sabine..{Wal)..1924~-1926;
Ernest E.Salmon..,{W)..\1909-1912;
Frederick Sasse...\Wal)i.1947-1961;
William Savage...s(N)e...1914-1917;
William Scarlett..(E)..s.1885-1888;
Frederick Shackleton (E).1916-1922;
John J.Sheppard...(Wal)..1928-1947;

William.Smallacombe - (N).,1917~1945;

Rﬂber‘b Sml t”lt se o (S) Ede v~887"‘1888'
William-N, Sommers (E)...1903-1906;

N
Robert Stockdale.is(B

PR 1.88?”‘1896
268 1923“‘1932 H

 William J.Standing - wi..‘1952~1956

" Hector G@Stsadart‘e(L).Q.l9§lml955,

Robert L.Trickey:s.(W)::.1939-1964;
Samuel Vary (E)ecee....:.1878-1888;
Daniel C.Vaughan..(¥)e..1951== ;

~ Thomas Walsh g g,..a.‘.,,laaa»lass
_ James Whitton(N ,

Charles H.Williams (N)i%.1882-~1.908;
. JOhn WGG{EQ.-““-H.” -»&8‘78“"3.882

aeee e » | '3-34.3895“1902,
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Samiel Vary; arriving “in the Morwell area in 1870, was the last of
the Morwell squatters. In 1870, he took over Merton Rush Station, an area of
thirty square miles, stretching from the Latrobe River in the north, to )
Wilderness Creek (at one time known as Boundary Creek) in the south, with the
~ Morwell River as its eastern boundary, and the Narracan Creek as its western
limit., In other words, the width of his run stretched from the wesiern outskirts
of Morwell to the eastern outskirts of Moe., His land was in the Shire of Earracan
from 1878 to 1892, a:nd from.then on, in the Shire of Morwell.

Samuel Vary was a member of the first Narracan Shire chnail, 1878,
and he remained a'member for ten years, holding the office of President on two
- occasions; 1880-81 and 1882-83, He was elected to the Morwell Shire Council in

1894, served there for fifteen years, 1894 to 1909, and was President of the

Morwell Shire Ccmnm.l three times, 1897-98, 1901-02, and 1902-03. .

) . The f:.mt occupier of Merton Rush Station was Henry Seott, 1846; the
o secﬂnd was W,W,Valler,and he. was followed by William Farley, &pproxim&taly

- 1855 to 1865, and then the partners, Messrs Bourne and Honey, 1865 to 1870.

- Samuel Vary acquired the leasé of Merton Rush in 1870, paying an annual rental
of £75 for this vast area of thirty square miles. The original homestead

—of Merton Rush Station was situated about four miles out from Morwell, just off
- the Driffield Road, near where lMr. Bruce Brinsmead's place now stands. The

» hamesteada of the squatters had to be near water, and so it is we find that
the homesteads of the holders of Hazelwood Station, Maryvale Station, Merton
Rush Station, and the Driffield section of Merton Rush, clustered beside the
. Morwell River, close to this boundary line separating their stations. No doubt,
“the closeness toge‘thar was® due not only to the presence of water there, bu't
also for compan;y 8 sake and fcr mutual protection and coaperat:mn. o

Sanmel Vary was unable to retain this large area of land for very long,

" for early in the seventies, the Government refused to renew these leases,:

“offering the land instead to selectors in blocks of 320 acres for each selection.
However, each squatter was allowed the "pre-emptive right" to buy a substantial
‘section of the property he had.been leasing, and that is what Samuel Vary did. .
- By a bit of judicious wangling, such as getting the members of one's family to

. select land adjacent to the“pre-emptive right" land, or persuading "dummies"
to select land in their name, but rea,lly for the squatter, many of the station
holders were able to acquire as their. personal property, rather than as leases,
areas of land much more extensive than the 640 acres allowed by the pre-~emptive
right provision. Perhaps we c¢an count Samuel Vary as fortunate that he took
over Merton Rush vwhen he did, and was thus able to benef:.t from the cons;.&er»
ation given to squatters.

e There were no selec‘bors at Mcmell in 3.8‘?0 and few squatters s so that
o the Vary family is one of the oldest Morwell :E’aml.xes., ;

R ' Five genaratious ago, there were four brothers, Matthew; Mark, Luke
‘and John Vary, living in the township of Little Driffield, Yorkshire, England.
Obviously, our Driffield was named by Samuel Vary after his home town in York-
ahire. The name "Driffield" is a corruption of "dirt field". '

Samuel Vary was the son of Luke Vary and El:.zabeth (nee Chapman) and
“when he came to Australia in the sixties, he brought his parents with him. He
had married at Knaresborough, Yorkshire, Mary Jane Stewart (1840~3.915), a
member of a family of weavers. Their fourth child, Alice Morwell Elizabeth Vary,
was the first white child born at Merton Rush. That was in 1871, a year after
Samuel Vary had acquired the run.

There were nine children in this family - Ellen (bam 1864)
Arthur,1866; Alfred,1868; Alice,1871; Florence,lS‘?S, ‘Charles,1875; Francis,1877;
‘Llewellyn,lB‘m and Hugh,l883 Of these, weé ‘may mention particularly Alfred Vary,
who rose to the rank of Lieutenant-Commander in the Navy and served in the :
China Sea’during the Boxer Rising; Alice Vary, who was given"Mcrwell" as.a
second name, and who was a pillar of the Methodist Church here in its early days;
Llewellyn Vary,who was something of ‘&n historian, and wrote a series of
articles,"Harking Back",on the history of the district, for the Morwell Advertiser
in 1943%; and Hugh Vary, who died in Morwell in 1963, 'the last of his generation.
The latter's children and grandchildren carry on the hame of Vary in the Morwell
district. Hugh Vary married in 1915, Mary Bridget Jensen, & member of another
old Morwell family, and descended.from John Quigley, a pioneer of lMorwell and
Yinnar, We are indebted to Mrs.Llew Vary (formerly Kathleen Manning of Morwell),
for a copy of her husband's historical articles.




hggter 10:..........*......The Bennett Dgggx, 1838 and 1844,
" The: Beweﬁ;s of Hazelwood Station. o o '

: . For several years now we have been t“rying to :f:.nd out some information
: abau‘; 't:hfe pioneering Bennett family, and to trace any descendents. We were sing-
~.ularly unsuccessful, until the controversy arose recently as to whether the new

o ~town in this area was to be named Hazelwood' or Churchill. Then t?ae Hazelwocd

'Retention Committee received a letter from Mrs, Ruby Bates of "St.Clements",
Lamont Street, Crows Nest, N.S.W., wishing the Committee success in its efforts,
- "because Hazelwood was named after my grand-mother, Mrs, Hazel Bemmett". From

. Mrs, Bates, we obtained the names of two other Bennett descendents - another

grand-daughter, Miss Isabel Burdett of Carrum Downs, Victoria, and a great-grand-
daughter, Mrs, Joan Shelton, of 17 Chapman Avenue, Glenroy, Victoria. From them,
we obtained the precious diary, published in the following pages.

; - It seems that the Broderick and Bemnett families, both from Somerset,
Engla.nd, knew each other well, for William Adams Brodribb Senior,’ 3.789~1861, and
William Bennett Senior, married sisters,- Prudence Keene and Patience Keene

. respectively. The Brodribb couple and their family emgrated to ’I.‘asma,ma :m 1818,
when ﬂazel Brodribb was a little girl, six years old.

» . We think that the Bennetts remained in England, ‘but that thelr eldest son,
W::.lllam Bennett, came out to join his Brodribb relatives in Tasmania, about 1832,
He married his cousin, Hazel Brodribb (the name was spelt "Hasell" in those days)
.in 1833 and eventually, they had a family of nine children - Kenric, born 18363
_Lavinia Mary, 1837; Frances Emma, 1839; Frederica, 1841; Francis George, 1843;

... Eliza Adams, 1847; .Jane Maria, 1849; Flora Blanche, 1851 (from whom Miss Burdett

and Mrs. Shelton are de@eende&) an& Eé‘waxd Willzam Charles, 1853 (f:mm whom
Mrs. Bates is ‘descended). -
Apparen‘b,.y, this Bennett fa.mly left Tasmania in 1838, seeking land,
- first in South Australia, and later, in Va.c‘coria. Whether they succeeded or not
in:South-Australia, we ‘do not know, for the next record we have of them is the
Diary account of their venture into Gippsland in 1844, to take up Hazelwood Run.
ST After leaving Hagzelwood in 1860, the Bennetts went to a property in New
. South Wales, although, at theé end of the:.r lives, they were living in Kyneton,
Victoria. Both William Bennctt, 1814-1878, and his wife Eazel (nee Brodri‘bb),
1812-1892, are ’buriad in the I{ynetcn Gemetery.

S Ca ; wmatiﬁn of the Bennett Dia i

I&Kr; We Je Cuthill, -who has written nmch of ’sha hzstary of Traralgon,
. gives this account of Hobson's journey in 1844, the same journey dealt with in
the Diary:

"Edward Hobson left Western Port in Aprn.}. » 1844, seven days behind
" a police party., He had a large mob of cattle, and another settler,
named Hugh Reoch had his cattle in the mob as well, They had two drays
to. carry their food and tents, and even then it took them two months

- %o drive the cattle to Tramlgon. It was a big: party of twenty mern,

“ but they s*till lost 240 cattle and two horses on the journey, They
would have come right round to Port Albert and ’chen through Holey
Plain, near Rosedale, to reach Traralgon. Hobson! 's were the first

' cattle to be driven from Port:Phillip into Gippsland, and June, 1844,
-is. pﬁssxbly the most important-date in. this story of Traralgon, for

it was the beg:.nning of the Trax-algon we k:now today.." ‘

CQmmen‘ts on the Dmm,

S The dlary was written in a. pocket»bedk entltlea "Narshall's Ladies"
"Elegant Pocket Souvenir for 1835“ and it contains ‘pictures, short arﬁlcles,

'poams,‘etc, ag well as calendar 1nformatlmn and diary pages and cash account

pages, The flywleaf ‘shows -that it was 'the gift of "her affectionate brother,

.- ¥William Brodribb" to Lavinia Bennett (that is Hasell Bemnett), 20th.March,

‘ 1835. The wrlting, in pencil, and done under very difficult conalﬁlons,is

.. very difficult to decipher. The general context helps in the deciphering of

. particular words, but names do not carry that advantage. Hence, there is a

~ four letter name, which might be "Sage“ or. "Inge" or somethlng else, and we

V,have had to leave it in our transariptmon as ”nge“
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AR ' Tne Bemnett Diary, 1838 and 1844,
(A record kept by lrs. Lavinia Hasell Bennett

‘mt nges - I‘mm Tasmania to South A%trgg& .

" 15/8/1838. ... . Left ViDaL, (No doubt, Van Diemen's Land) the dear place of my
: - earliest remembrances.
1/9/1838.....Landed in Port Adelaide after a painful and tedious voyage of
: three weeks,
2/9/1838.....Proceeded to the ecity, greatly weloame, Hopes and expectations
‘disappointed in that place; nothing but sickness and troubles awaited us.
7/9/1838. ... .Left Adelaide for Port Lincoln and arrived 2?/9/1858. Most
~ delighted’ w}.th the country and the climate.

The Journey into Gimg;&nd f‘rgm Port ngl;ig,

21/4/184—4.....%113 morning we left Ballaruna in company with Mr. Hobaan, who

was taking catile into Gipps Land. The party consisted of himself and
‘three men, ours, William, myself and five children, the bullock driver,
his wife and child, We made about 11 miles this day.

Mr, Ho left us in the evening for Melbourne where he was abl:.ged
to réturn on business. Next morning we proceeded to Manton's Station,five
miles. Here, we were joined by Mr. Reoch.with 300 mara cattle and My --ge
with 50; also three Scotchmen with a dray.

25/4/1844. ..M, H, arrived about 10 o'clock this morning. We did not proceed
as lr. H. was desirous of b.avmg one or two blacks as guides. He went in
search of them.

. "24/4/ 1844, ....Mr. H. returned at nine th:us morning with four blacks, We made
the inlets known by the name of Muddy Creeks about three in the afternoon.
With much difficulty the cattle crossed over. One of the banks was so ,

_bogey that they could only be crossed at high tide. There is a ferry boat
kept at each so that we got over with ease. The drays were drawn over
with ropes. There was not time to cross the drays this evening. We camped
upon a pretty spot with grass up to the knees but very little wood for
fires. The night was cold and stormy.

25/4/1844. ....The nen got up early and crossed one dray. The ath.er sunk so
deep in mud that they were obliged to leave it until the tide :mse, which
was not till evening. This prevented us moving any further.

26/4/ 1844,....Ros2 very ea,r‘i.y With very ;great work, whipping, hallooing and
&agglng, we succeeded in crossing the other three inlets. Two cows were

. lost in the bog. We reached Mr, Jameson's station, a distance of three .
‘miles., This is called the Head of Western Port. This part of the country
is well grassed. The plains are very rich but very wet in the winter
‘season. I should have stated that our course lay in an easterly dixection
along the coast..

27/4/1844..”,,80133& of the cattle 3.ost. Mr. H. and Mr. Thompson (another

~ gentleman that joined us) went out to look for them and found most of
them., Here, wé expected to find the Govt. party. They, it appea.rs, were
“tired of waiting and had proceeded before.

28/4/1844”“@3@&%6& Martin's,four miles from Jameson's. Crossed two rivers,
both very boggy. At this place we met Mr, Thomas, the blacks'protector
who was on his return to lMelbourne from:the Govi. party. He told us they

- were some days' 3omey before us, Also, they had upset their dray crossing
‘one of the creeks. The country through which we passed was low and wet ‘
wz.th plenty of grass. Mr. Martin was kind. encugh to send us some butter
and milk vhich was a great treat.

29/4/1844. ... Travelled over a great deal of barren, hea*hhy ground. Reached
the Hurdee Gurdee Creek in time to get our camp fixed before dark. A most
miserable place,surrounded on eve:r'y sz.ae with ‘bm’c scmb and old gum
trees.

30/4/1844,....Expected .to get to Massy and Anderson's but owing to the thick
scrub and deep creeks we had to pass, did not do so. The scrubs were
dreadful but the creeks much more so, the banks of which were so steep
that the bullocks and drays were let down with ropes. Ve emsaed three
in this way. Stormy, cold weather which made us very miserable. We

‘ travelled till dark and then we missed our road, the cattle having gone
on ahead to a station. We camped in a very wet pla.ce, everything wet.
We passeei an uncomfortable night,




'Ch'a ei' 10‘ continued).

1/5/1844....sSent two of the men %o look for the cattle track. They soon faund
it and after breakfast we proceeded on our way. We had not gone more-than
a mile when we were met by Mr. H. who had come to look for us. We had now
‘a good road through rather a pretty country to Massy and Anderson's. Here
we were delighted with the sight of a good garden, the best I had seen

.in the country. We had a feast of cape gooseberries, the only fruit then
in season. We had to remain at the station until the 4th. for provisions.

. ‘We camped on the bank of a large river navigable for small vessels.

- ‘The land about here is very beautiful; also the grass. The coun‘!;ry is
flat with occasional patches of scrub. All the stations in this ‘quarter
are cml’mva’s:mn, none of them is stocked in consequence of the great
- difficulty in getting stock down, the road is so bad. ‘Phe settlers get all
their produce to market by water,

4/5/1844.....Some of the cattle got away in “bhe night, One of the men had
fallen asleep on his watch and let them pass him. In the wemmg they

. were found. We started and got one mile further, a good place to camp

: m:bh the cattle, one side being bounded by an inlet, but not very pleasant
for us as we were: exposed to the sea and very cold, stormy weather.

5/ 5/1844.4.4..Made a very early start, fully determined to get out of the
. - settled ‘districts. We went about a mile to the next station where we had
" to call for a bag of flour., It belongs to a Mr, Bailey. Mrs. Bailey
insisted on getting breakfast for me and the children. This was the most
.. -comfortable meal I had had since I left home, Three miles from this we
- . -mounted & high hill, the first wé had met with of any consequence. Here,
I met with & fright. The bullock driver was a very passionate man and :
~ very proud of his bullocks. He endeaveure& to get them up the s‘seepest

. part, The bullocks, who had more sense, refused t6 go. He flew into a
violent passion; beat and-swore ‘at the bullocks, which so frightened them
that they turmed .and ran down the’ hlll‘ He refused for some time to let

us out, saying there was-no danger. We eried so loud that he at last
namplie&. The dray was all but turned over. I and the children did not
get. in again that day. At 12 o'clock we go-t 'to the last station,.a poor
wretched place, close to the bay. We stayed here till evening as we had-

. a wide dinlet to cross and could not do it before the tide fell. We got

- over it just at dark and camped on'the bank. In the night we had a
thunderstorm accompanied with a high ‘gale, We were uncomfortably

~_ surprised by finding our tent blown down. We dressed in haste and after

8. ittle trouble and smne help :L’rcm one of the wa*i:c:hmen, it was soon putb
to rights.

6/5/ 1844 c0useh beau'tlful ma‘m:mg We started in high spirits, m. H. saying
we were to make the Tarwin that night. We travelled over a succession of

T th:.c:k, high scrubs and healthy plains with scarcely a blade of grass on
them., We had not gone far when it was discovered that some of the horses
(that were driving with the cattle) were left in the scrub, one of them
Mr. H's, with a saddle and bridle on. We had to halt while some of the

- party.went back to look for-them. In two hours they returned with three
of them; the one with the sdddle they could noi: find. We mcved one

. Mr. H, sent.one of his men back to search for the horse, We reached
within one mile of the Tarwin but not till an hour after dark. The

~ children and I had to walk for some miles, the scrub was so frlghtfully
bad, This was very fatiguing; the wheel track of the dray was the only
- path. We had the greatest trouble to férce our way. Cold, hungry and

. tired, we reached the camping place. The cattle were there an. hour
before us. None but those who have axperwnced the trouble and fa*;;a.gue

~of travelling on such a road and inh the same way can apprec:.ata the
pleasure we felt when our tént was pl’hched, our fire made, and our .
dinner spread before us. Then it was that every incident that had’
befallen us through the day was talked over, George, who had been.sent .

. back. for the horse, returned without learning anything of him. When I
look back and think of the road we had gone over ‘during the day I am at
. a loss to know how we escaped so many perils. I am a loss to describe
my feelings while going through the scrub =~ the lowing of the cattle, the
barking of the dogs, the hallooing of the men, the" -cracking of the whips,

. the noise of the trees torn up by the cattle and dray. It was all truly
bewildering. The dogs were compelled to tear through every obstacle,
Large bogs that at any other time would have made me tremble to think
of going over were now thought nothing of.
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7/5/}.844..,..1&3? —-ge and the ‘black man, Mr, Bonny, went back to the last
station to look for the horse. We wa:.ted this day and the next for
them, but they did not come.

9/5/1844.....We moved down to the Tarwin with the intention of erassmg.

A fence was made to keep the cattle up and at low tide the cattle were
~ brought to the river side, but to each one's disppointment, they
refused to go into the water. Mr. Hobson had them forced, and drowned
11 without getting one over. What was to be done now? Everyone was at

a loss to know. It was the great d:.s‘bance over the water that frightened
the. cattle. The place where they attempted to cross was about 60 yards;
some places nearly a mile wide. After a little consideration it was
determined that we would move & mile further up the track where there
was some food for the cattle, This evening, the black came back,

Mr, ~-ge, he said, would join us on the morrow.

10/5/1844“”"%63 all returned to the placé where the cattle had not attempted

t0 cross. Mr. H. was determined to try this a second time. One of the

- bullocks was roped and towed over with the punt (which we brought with
- us for. the purpose of crossing :c:i.vers) to induce the others to follow,
‘but all to no purpose. Mr, Hobson and Ibir. Reoch went up the river to
find another crossing place. Mry ——ge c.a.me back. The horse had been
seen, but could not be caught. '

11/5/18444¢...In the evening the two gentleman came ‘baek The‘y had fcund

& good place thirteen miles further up. Started for the new place,
but did not get more than three miles as they had to make bridges
over two creeks., The road we went this day was most dangerous.. It was
over thickly wooded ranges. The weather d:uring the last few days has
been very fine, but nights cold. We camped in a” ‘very wet place.
To make amends for it, we had plenty of wood for fires. We were badly
off for water. There was little to be had and "that not good. Here, we
came on the track of the Govt. dray. We also saw several places where
the wild blacks had been. It was now deemed prudent that we should
keep together as much as possibles '
1.2/ 5/ 18444 ....Made a very early start and had a pretty good road for this

. part of the country. The land poor, ‘covered with stunted scrub. We got
within half a mile of the camping ground on. the bank of the Tarwin,
when we had a steep bank to go down in the midst of a very thick,
_high scrub. We all got out. The bullock driver now thought he .could

_drive down anywhere, and without taking the precaution of blocking

' the wheels, drove down a loaded dray. Three of the bullocks were thrown

. dmm, and it was only by chopping the yokes to pieces that their lives

were saved. The driver of the other dray was equally careless., He:
nearly killed two of his bullocks and broke the pole of the dray and
_-also knocked the bottom out of the punt. Night was coming on apace;
“the dreys could not be taken any further. The cattle were taken to-
“their destined camps; everyone went except ourselves. We were obliged
t0 .remain the night in the scrub. I was 80 afm:.d the nat:wes waul&
_come that I could not sleep.

13/ 5/1844~....Remo‘md to the cattle, five or six of which were msair;g

Very wet weather - every prospect of a wet night. Asked the gentlemen
who were not on watch to share our tent with us for the night. -
Mr. H, called out that the punt was gone. The tide had risen and taken

. her off, This was owing to the neglec*t of ‘the men that had charge of

her. This' cast a gloom over all of us for we had the much dreaded Tarwin

’ V,yet to cross. As soon as it was daylight, ‘the men went to.look for

her and fortunately found her on ‘the opposite side. One af the men -

swam across for her. It was'a pierciing cold, wet morm«ng.e The poor
fellow that went over was taken with cramp, a.n& could scarcely gek cm‘b
of the waters The cattle were crossed withorwh ‘much difficulty,

‘and also the drays and part of the Iuggage. The cattle had not long been
over, when it was discovered that the oppasm‘ke ‘bank of the river made " -
a complete bog. About 100 of the cattle and all the horses got so -

deep that they could nat be &riven au%. They were leiged to let tham
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remain in it until the folluw:mg &ay. It rained “%;he whole d.ay a:ad wasg
one of the coldest and most miserable I ever experienced. Weé were in

i a large, reedy swamp without a bit.of wood to mske a fire. Every‘chmg
we had was wet and what was worse, ;all the men crowded to the tent
for what little shelter it could afford. Such company was by no means
pleasant., Towards evening I got quite ill. My poor baby ‘had ncrb ‘been
well for ‘several days. We got to bed as early as possmbleg o

‘15.f 5/ 1844.....The weather partly cleared up. We got over the river anxi had

to walk nearly up to our knees in water for a mile over a reedy swamp.

~ The poor children had great trouble in getting alﬂng, I had to carry

- one some of the way, and Bennett another all the way. The gents and
men were employed in dragging with ropes the horses and ecattle out of
~the bog. Our bedding, Mr. Bemnett had to carry from the river’ to the

" camp one mile on his back. We brought no more with us than was
necessary for the journey, but even. that was a great deal when' ﬁ; had
%o be carried or the back through a deep bog. Most of the cattle were
“got out and all the horses except one which.died ‘in the bogs .

16/5/1844.. ..The lagt of the cattle got out.and the remainder of the
things brought from the river to the camps Killed one bullock for e
eating.Wet -the whole day with occasional hail showers and bitter =
“eold. We were oblige& to. put ou.rselves Oﬁ shor%; allcwanee of bread.
The flour getting very low., . -

17/5/1844¢ 4. . JWith much joy bid famwell “ao ‘I;he Tawin Did not make mo:a:‘e

* than three miles. The course. l&y ove:c several ealﬁ, ‘wet swamps.

Very stormy weather. ‘

18/ 5/ 1844.....Made an early start ovar c&untry never: befére viﬁited by ,

" eivilized man, We were compelled to walk a great part of the road,

" The first part of it was hilly with swanmps ‘between them, In the

" afternoon came to open, heathy plains, It was very cold- with heavy
showers, the wind blowing from S.W. This day we made aboubt nine miles. -

19/ 5/ 1844,....Did not start very early. The horses and bullocks weére lost,
~ywhich &elayed us two hours. The poor thirgs were ‘on their way back to

- the last camp ‘where there was a little good feéd. We' had” ‘a bad :maﬂ, o
crossed three deep creeks, and some heathy hills and swanips m.ﬁh not
a blade of grags on them,. Wei; all day.with the wind S.W.' We' camped early,
“4he cattle ?mockad up for want of food. Bverything very uncomfortable,
the bedding qmte wet, the ground so wet: that it made us ‘shudder to
think of makihg our beds on it. We had;but little wood and that was so

" damp that it would not bu:rn. Great fears af mu' flour rmming aut,
It 'rained all night.

20/ 5/l84-4.....ife were delighted mt.’n a sight cf Camer Inleﬁ;, about 20 mles
from Port Albert, the Capital of Gipps Landy if so it may be called.
The country we travelled over today .consisted of ha.gh, heathy hills and
déep creeks, ’c&xickly scrubbed. We did not ‘mike ‘more than five Hiles.
The cattle are getting quite weak for want -of gmss. Towards evenmg,
it commenced raining and continued most of the nights ™ " '

21/5/1844, . ALL our bedding and clothes very wet. We' could not get a fire.
"A1Y the wood in the v:.c:.m’.ty of, the camp was: useéd during the night‘
for the watch flrea. The country we travelléd through tﬁday was

gimilar to that of yesterday, except that the creeks were more ‘hutierous,
and more difficult.to cross, The drays: nearly upset several’ times}
“the poor bullocks more than once thrown down. The’drayman got into such
passions at times that I. thought he would have killed his ‘bullacks.‘
His wife did not éscape his rages. He threatened to knock her down
ag well as the bullocks. We made. about-five miles-and cam?ed on the
- border of the g:ceat scrub,. We have had a fine day and the prospect
of a continuation of fine weathar, A gced many af the eat‘tle Were left
behind, too weak to travel. - .

22/ 5/1844.....1 was mistaken as to our camping on the box«aer of the grea*b
scrub last night. We got three miles further and are still five miles
from that place. We had a very bad road this day, scarcely anything
but deep, scrubby creecks. We camped on one of them. The cattle were
quite knocked up. We shall remain here for some days to rest them.
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Chapter 10 (continued).....The Bennett Diary, 1644 (continued).

The flour is all but out. The weather is now fine but we have had
occasional showers during the day. Mr. Hobson, who is the only one
of the party who knows the road, says if we have much more rain he
will not be able to get the cattle in before the spring. This will
be very annoying as we are not more than 30 miles from Port Albert.
It is a good thing that we did not bring our cattle in now the season
is so far advanced that it would be rumning too great a risk.
23/5/ 1844, .¢v.Mr. Hobson left with the black for the Port. He has gone for
= . gupplies which he intends to send down by water. Mr., Reoch and Mr.--ge
accompanied him to the great river 24 miles from our camp. They give a
most disheartening account of the road - the river, as well as several
creeks this side of it, will bhave to be bridged. The scrub is almost
impassable. It is Mr, Reoch's opinion that it is impossible to get the
cattle in and that they will be compelled to return to Melbourne.
24/5/1844.....(Friday). The men were employed in making a bridge over the
creek we were camped on, named by some of the party, "Dog Leg Creek".
This was from a yard that was put up on the banks for the cattle, that
had in shape some resemblance to the leg of that animal. The yard was
built, principally by the gents, to prevent watching, but no sooner were
the cattle put into it than lo! and behold! down it came, a clear proof
that they were not very skilled in yard-meking. They were employed till
eleven o'clock in patching it up.
25/5/1844.....The gentlemen were occupied in rebuilding the yard. The men
bridged two creeks distant one or two miles from here. Mr. Hobson
- anxiously expected back. The last of the bread eaten at dimner. We
have nothing btut beef. R
26/5/1844.....(Sunday). The first Sunday that we have camped. Bennett
read the service to our own family, The men were all busy in bridging
creeks further on, the gents in looking after the cattle.
One o'clock. Mr, Hobson not yet returned. The last three days we have
had beautiful weather. We all regret thdat we are not going ahead for
we cannot calculate on having fine weather more than a few days at a
time at this season. It is certain that if the wet should set in,
neither the cattle nor the drays can be got in this season. lMr. Reoch
counted the cattle this morning and found that one hundred of the
original number were short. A great many, no doubt, were lost in the
thick scrubs we passed through. Some were obliged to be left from being
too weak to travel. We have not seen a bit of grass the last fortnight -
nothing but stunted serudb for the cattle to eat. ‘

I forgot to mention in the proper place, when Mr,--ge went back
with the black man, Bonny, to look for Mr, Hobson's horse, that Mr. —ge
picked up a knife. When talking to the black, he said, "Dropped by a
white man, I believe". He replied, "Botnik"(??) which means in their
language "No! "It was left some months since by 7?7 (two other blacks

__of the same tribe) and myself, when we came to kill some Gipps Land
blacks" (with whom they were always hostile). He went on to state that
they had fallen in with nine men, women and children, and had killed
every one of them and that the knife Mr. —-ge had picked up was the
same that they had cut them up with. (A thing they always do with their
enemies. They have a most revolting custom, that of eating the fat. It
is from some superstitious notion that they have), Mr, -——ge examined the
knife and found blood upon it. 4 few days previous, Bonny took great
pains to explain the whole affair to me when we were passing near the spot
but I did not pay much attention to it at the time., Nor did I again think
of it till brought to my mind by the circumstance of the knife.

~ Bight o'clock., Mr, Hobson returned, accompanied by Mr., Brodribb and
Mr, Tom. A man was instantly despatched to the boat for some flour and
- butter they had brought with them. Some cakes were soon made and we made
a good supper of bread and butter, the first we had for three weeks.

End of the diary.

Comment, Why does the diary end here, just before the completion of the final
stage, and the entry into Port Albert? Could it be that this was the
Jjourney's end for Hasell Bennett? Did she and her children leave the
party here, and board the boat to finish the journey to Port Albert?
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 Bexly Cattle Stations in the lorwell Area.

" Traralgon Station...ese......s...Bdward Hobson, June 1844,

Hazelwcod Stations..ivscscesvoseohs Eo Brodribb & Wm, Bennett, Oct. 1844.
Haryvals StationesseeecsrensesaesThomas Gorrznge, February, 1845.

' Herton Rush Stau1on.ﬂ..,........,Henry Scott, about 1846,

Sc"ubby Feweat btatlon@..‘o‘....gﬁchE Brown Wm. Hllller, abaut 1850,
Homestead% (1ndlcated by "y“l

Haaclwood Hamesteado-'< ‘ ' D, Dr1ffield'ﬁoméé€éad’(Sémuel Vary)
B«. Haryvale Homesbtead., . = " (section of Merton Rush).

. C. HMerton Rush. Homag%ead.<sa vosd L Scrubbv Fcrest Homestead.

Tnvnsglp qxtas,;

1. Morwell Bridge, 1858 6T‘éé?1iérai
2. Morwell, 1877. e
3. Tinpar, 1835. @ o

Sda}e,a,approxa “1 em =1 mile.
Appr0Y1mate arpas .. Hazelwo0.....30 s8q. miles.
Maryvale......30 s8q. miles.




