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MERVWELL BISTORICAL SOCIETE
DEPSIETTER

published monthly, except Becember

Meetings: 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7-30pm
in St Andretws Presbpterian Chureh Ball
Yol.8 #30.9 SepPTEMBER 1992

WELCOME TO THE SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER

From the 14th to the 19th September, Morwell Historical Society
will present an exhibition of photographs to mark the Centenary of
Municipal Government in Morwell. The exhibition, in conjunction
with the S.E.C., R.S.L. and City of Morwell, will be held in the
building in Tarwin St. formerly occupied by The Forum Shop.

An exhibition of our photographs will also be held on September
12th at Sacred Heart School to mark the Centenary of Sacred Heart
Catholic Church, Morwell.

Guest speaker at our August meeting was Mr. Des Bennett who 1s

1 descendant of several well-known pioneer families of the Yinnar

district. A cassette recording of Des's most interesting talk 1s
available for loan to members who missed the meeting.
We welcome a new Historical Society in the district - at Yinnar -
and we wish the members much success and enjoyment in their venture.
Due to gross dereliction of duty on the part of the Secretary of

Morwell Historical Society (who is noted for leaving things until

the last minute, or, in this case, until after the last minute) we

are unable to present extracts from the local papers of September
1892 . The Newsletter Editor takes a very dim view of this lapse and
frusts that it WILL NOT happen again! The Secretary is unavailable

for comment.

NEXT MEETING: TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 15th. See you there!
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at the Morwell MMechanics'
lanstitute. There were 51xveeun01llors -'Donald Shaw, who was elected
'resiient; Jghn snglishy; William Murdochs; Michael iulcare; Jonn
Murrvhy and Edmund Kelleher. |
onald Sh w_{1832-1911) was born on the Island of iull, Scotland, the
“sonr of Qrchlbald Shaw (1795-1891) and inn Shaw (nee McDonald).
Archibald Shaw brought his family to sustralia,1850-51, in the sailing
sh;p ‘nscendent” dlisembarking at idelaide. Eventually he settled at
Lw00d on a property he named "Ottsrburn’. Donald Shaw was tThe
lz2st son and the second child of his parents;-the otiner children
suing_Sally, leil, Coll, John and Janet (or Jessie). The Shaw family
Was related to Governor Lachlan Macquarie, Qho also came from dull,
Scdtland. Ihdeed a-nephew of the Goverﬁor, Murdoch acquarie, 1820~
1 ©04-, #1vea wlth the Shaw family for many years, and 1s buried 1in
e Staw Tamlly grave in Hazelwood Cemetery. Donald Snaw restired
“0m, the Coun01l ‘about..1900, Of the flrst silx councillors, ne 1s the
enly one wnose family..remains dlrectly assoclated with Morwell.
'_QQQJ_agllgg was an.auctioneer who conducted his business both in
Lr:?algon and Morwell. He had represented Morwell (West Didinz) in
She Trar algon Shire Coun01l, beins first elected there in lu86. e
Cwas z. Kéen eupoorter of the -Separation Movement which began 1in 1890,
Cwish the obgect of breaxlnb away. Trom.traralgon Shlre. He was a

member-0f the deputatlon that waited on the Minister for fublic

Jorics in ”ebruary, 1891 to give evidence in favour oI separation.
2 was the second ‘resident of* the Shire, oelnb elected in 1893

ClAugust), but ne dld not complete the ‘term, re81gn1n in Tebruary,
1894, He seéms to have retired altogether trom the Coun01l that yvear,
vut ghteen years later, in-1912, his name appears again amongst
shose of the members of the Counci 11, and ne was elected Yresident

for 1915-1916. . g

E;}}iam.turdoch was the thlra Presidént  '6f Morwell Shlre, completing
john Znglish's unflnlshed vear from :February to Auguet 1894. & child's

sTrava,. h {azelwood Cemetery - that of Weil Murdoch, died 26/7/1871
the son of W1lllam.and Jane Murdoch - seems :fo-indicate that the

Murdochs were: very"early settlers in, the district, William Hurdoch
“issed winning 4 seat on the Traralgon ShireCouncil by the narrowest

!--—

- marginsyin 1885, when he tled for third place (Western 2idinz)
rith-Mr,D.Torsyth, each rece1v1ng 150. votes. Lhe Returning Ofiicer

N -l-"'

ve his castlng'vote to Mr;Forsyth
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About 1888, William Murdoch, originally a farmer OT gcrazlier

l.ere, built the hotel «<nown in Morwell as Murdoch's Hotel.

Michael Mulcare, the fourth President, 1894-95, was a farmer, who

owned the property now known as Brinsmead's.
wvas a member of the Council for the first years,1892-94.
——_ﬂ
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The Morwell Eistorica
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- Zarly Council Business.

The first preoccupation of our Council in 1892 was the

~lag o ol

= W

selection of staff to carry out the work of the Council. U

MeCoull was appointed as the provisional secretary, and apy
for the positions of Zecrstary, -—nJlneer,

were invicasd §
Officer =nd For various cther zinor oifices. v ne next meeting,
the follcowinz appointmznts were made:
ecratary and Rate Collactor..John -eloull (Salary - 212%):
Enginser and Valusr...........Arshur C. Arney (Salary - £1
e iee-sase..sDr.Willizm Moir [210);

a
e
£ Nuisances........Constanhle Johnson (£10);
0

Inszector O

Dog Insvector and Collector of Dog Licences. . Conshable Johnson;
[T1-a sgnsiable was to retain half of she licence money collacted
PP BB S UT ST e o v e e omse e eenns. . Henry iicIntosh (Colonial Bank);

POUNE CE PO s e e e veaeasnsassosss-lOMAS KEeOZh.
drce the naistter of staff had been setiled, tne council
could o~roceed with its main business, whick shen, as now, hiad much
08
J

'q_

ta do wiih the maintenance of gzood roads and streedts. After all,

the firss name given to these local civic bodies nad oeen R0o24S

ndary or comparatively ainor Counci.
= 013 records ncw Lies.

wa know there was =z esucalvntus facltory in tae

area. oJ3czuse, 1in
{ ;] R - . = . ~ - - T N . - > »
bucalynius rv askad vermission Irom the Zouncill to cut down

-ﬂﬂf"\f:f-l. : L‘_"-‘q +..:.
~reds., Oe wanted tiae

0
sertain tynes of trees ~long the Couuncil'

)

pepperzint =nd bile 3um
'z this some mestins (the Councilts zecond meeting) it was

. b

;004 Morass reserved for

(D
Ly
(1)
N
qy
I_.J
-

decided "t0 take =teps To get I

recreation purnoses'.
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L -—ecenoer,1392, tie Louncil received » L2tter from the

ureat .iorwell Coal ¥ine Compary with Iormntion about its

¥

origustte industrv.

T ™A : - =, = - - - - 2 ' » . = B ™~ - 1 e - -
Lw0 montas carlier, alftention 204 Teszn drnwm to the ziate
T

.

S EF I . - '- : o '
Ol tae coal mine road to 3erneti's Zreei., Thisz wmay refer tc in sarly
,close to Jeeralang Ju

¢
a8 made, might 2ave heen *the one we =till know as

Tranway Zoz2d — . 3
’ Irn one of the early mans kept in the Lands Departuent,

a longz strip?th:ﬁewchains wide 1s mariked with the caprtion thaet it

was reservsl for & tramwzy So the Excelszior Coal iine. Anparsnily

the Tram line was never built to carrv czozl, but iliere was one in

, GO carry timper, In 19135, the Council decided to

Loins' astention that ne had not completed the tram

in 1892 also, the tlorweil Tile ond Zottery Company submitted

prices of their drain. pipes, no doubtaaoplng for Council business.
Cne nmatter of interesﬁ in the eariy minutes of the iorwell

Council meetings is that of street lighting. In those cays cthe

strests were ineffectively lighted by kerosene street lamps.
Ths firsi reference o street lLighiting in Horwell occurs

b [ N = .-. ) ' ’ L TT ; - g 0\ _,1'!. 1
wher Morwell was still pzrt of fthe Shire of Troralgon. i1n darsa,

1886, bternfers wers czlled for teanding the street lamps 2t iorweldl
or a veriod of twelve months. The contract was let €O Arese.cadd
at 235 ner annum, «nd the consractor had So proviae e kerosene.
The sum of 235 indicates tuat thers woull have Teen no 2ore than
five 0f :thase kerosene sireet lighits in .lorwell at thct cime.

[n spril, 1887, two x;ore lamps were erscted, one OI which was

which was at the

¢
ct
c
y
(D
§
O
-3

th-west corner of tihe Chur
a

corner oI Thavel Street and Georg

I...
\
(D
.

ext month,bay 1887, three mors lamps were autaorised,
(1 )

one oprositz the Methodist Chu , one oopozite
the Zrestrierizn Church (in slgin Strzet! and onz nsar the home of
Yr,Charlas Pitt HFind, who was the editor of the Jdorwell newspzper.
ir,Z.Anderson,in July,1837 followed iir,@2dd 25 T2 STreEET
1

T -

lamp contractor, and ne was naid I6-17- & per lamp,per vear,

In 1897, tir. %W. Noy was the lamplizhter and he was pald
2/4 ver lamp per monih, which seems to te a biz drop in thne rate
of neyment comnared with the eariier figures. Loter on agatin,

Mr,Caddays was the township lzap lizhizsr
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~ me Ao tat i the townsnl
ihout 121C, there wvas some agluallol in the vownsa
“ ) . ' S T IS 2N
installation of a tetter lLIzatllly 5§
1

' srouy oI ng 1 sho claimed
szory %o tell of 2 pressure ZTOWY cf voung zen wWho a1
C O

kgl

thie resolucsl A 1910 "taot the Best liznhts OF
* * T o 11 . Tinnar 2né 2oolarra. The Iirst
nrocursd Sor the bhownships of Worwelli, - iibRal o
L Lo R Kot 2d at the east snd oI
5f these new 1lights anpearcd on thas 2idge Road a2t tae ex3u
- 4 iy - ~ o — "-'I: ‘.J‘I‘:TT
Comrerci:i Road leadins to the old woodexn hyridge over the rallvaj
' followed DY € Gerable Ccrowv
lire. The voung men in & carv were "0llowed DY & CONSI1AET
r T R HhEINe
of citizenrvy to this spot when an OULS1lzac match, specilally 0ST-1N
% = et - thed ey ﬂ
1+ * a5 duly read Znd
for the occasion, was produced, 2nd oie LIS was duly rcead an
announced. ) r
= T 'l."r' ,:,11 - " . " » 1
v = +he end of 1915, & NMr. no 7, WNolder interviswsd un€ vOUWC.
LY \JoA at . N | . L A "? 5 -]_
recariins a proposal TO install acetylsne street lighting i “lorwe lN
t::*-r.r ke ....n....-:; i ™ :
at = cost of Z40C.
) - * l i, e ey A . ‘{T31 5-51_‘ fOr
In 19164, & puyment O 2100 was paid fo Hr. v.fenZl
street lisnting at Iinnar.
—rt N & . t -~ L ~ P £ - b!elcome
Nther metters of interest zre ihe preparations 10T
~ i i T r\ﬂﬁ -9 = | 3: to
to Yis Execellency,the Governor of Vicioria, »ord tanley, c
] O e e B N H' -3:1","1"!“"‘
Lady Stanley, 1n December,1914:; the rezilstrtslon Ol 2t Hilary ' s

L

: T TN SR Y
Private Hospital (Hurses =Smita an Aather) 1n }97?’w5“ﬁv2121§i2i2535
such as recTuiting, connected with the war Ol jgfq—: 'fgu;:ilio;

one particwlarly sad note - the Qoun01ljsﬁ§y?pau3¥ $31: ne

Radburn in the loss ol his son,killed at GalilpoLi,iFiDe.

5 3 3 i,
|
I -

o, ﬁi

e - .
|
TR ¥ e L - R k- t4
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Above left: Donald Shaw. First President of Morwell Shire 1892-93.

Above right: First Shire Council 1892-93. William Murdoch, Edmund Kelleher, John Engl.ish, John Murphy,
Michae! Muicare Dopald Shaw (centre, seated). Also pictured are John McCoull (Shire Secrerarvd and

A I Asvrmeotr (Enmrimmoar )
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e CGS On Arr _
The CGS 1is going to air - well, aimost. The ABC
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tracts from GIPPSLAND ROUNDUP Vol.7 No.3

Newsletter of the Centre for Gippsland Studies.

in Sale (3GI and 3MT) has asked us to

help organise content for a monthly radio program on local history - interviews with
authors of Gippsland histories, talks on heritage issues and interesting events in Gippsland

history.

*x

Congratulations to Gloria Auchterlonie and Allan Box for mounting an impressive
exhibition, ‘Dad’s War Stuff’ at the Latrobe Valley Arts Centre recently. The
exhibiuon featured enlargements of photographs taken by George Auchterionie
wnen he served as a lighthorseman in the First World War, and excerpts from his
note books and diaries. Many of his possessions were on display: uniform,
medals, luggage, kit. The exhibition presented a personal view of the war.
A Yinnar and District Historical Society has been formed as a result of the
Morwell City centenary celebrations. The new society 1S deciding whether to
operate as a branch of the Morwell Historical Society, or as a separate society.
For more details contact Phil Williams on 632165.
Here 1s another another notice of the important exhibition of historic Gippsland
paintings that will be on display at the Latrobe Valley Arts Centre, opening 11
December. Artists will include Eugen Von Guerard, Nicholas Chevalier, Jessie
Traill. John Longstaff, Louie Rigall and William Dexter. The exhibition is not to
be missed - mark it in your diary now!
BUILDINGS AND HERITAGE
Annual History Conference
Centre tor Gippsiand Studies
Saturday 28 November 1992
at Strathfieldsave via Stratford

9.30 Registration

10.00 Welcome

10.15 Graeme Davison - What Makes a Building Historic?

11.00 Momming tea provided

11.30 Miles Lewis - Building Technology in Gippsland

12.15 Chris Johnston - Heritage Studies and the Consultant

1.00 Lunch - BYO or can be purchased from Perry Bridge Ladies

as 1t 1s Open Day
2.00 Launch of ‘Strathfieldsaye : A History and a Guide’
2.30 Tour of garden and inspection of homestead

Cost $10 - this includes entrance to homestead
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FxTRACTS FROM

No. 131 SEPTEMBER 1992

- it’s too good to miss.

EXHIBITION

WOORAYL SHIRE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Until 31 January 1993

From [{16 Haqdknitters" Guild: “Bedjackets, Bootees and
Balaclavas”, a re-interpretation of the handknitting of the 1930s

and 1940s, the golden age of knitting. Also a large room of

memorabilia of “Wool in Woorayl”. Mechanics Institute,
Leongatha.

AUSTRALIAN ARCHIVES

The public searchroom and reference section of the Victorian
Regional Office of Australian Archives is now located in the city
and the Brighton searchroom closed. Details of the new location
are:

Location: 2nd Floor

Casselden Place

2 Lonsdale Street (Cnr Lonsdale & Spring Streets)
Postal AddressGPO Box 4325 PP, Melbourne 3001

Telephone  (03) 285-7999
Fax (03) 285-7979

WOMEN IN SCIENCE - ARTICLES WANTED

The Science faculty of the University of Melbourne 1s seeking
to publish a collection of articles on women in science (with the
range of science being interpreted fatrly broadly) as partofits 1993
programme to mark the centenary of the first women B.Sc. The
collection would have both historical and contemporary articles
and a Victorian focus.

Those engaged in research in this field who may be interested
in contributing to this project are encouraged to contact Ms Sally
Nicholls, Faculty of Science Office (03) 344-4393 or Dr Farley

RHSV MONSTER STOCKTAKING SALE

We are clearing stocks of windcheaters, leisure shirts,
postcards, books, Victorian Historical Journals and some

VH]J Indexes at ridiculous prices. Don’t pass up this offer

ISSN 0157-5740

WHERE TO PUT BURKE AND WILLS?

Proposed re-development of the City Square at the corner of
Collins and Swanston Streets has raised the question of whether

and to where the statue of Burke and Wills, currently on one side
ofthe Square, should'be moved. John White, author of Burke and

Wills - The Stockade and the Tree, advocates that it should be
moved to the gardens of the Royal Society, which backed the
expedition of the two explorers. He considers it would be,
historically correct decision, where the statue urfoul_d be suw?ycd
and enfolded within the surroundings out of which it evolved’. Its
present position, he says, 1s grotesque, and he invites those who
support a move to the Royal Society gardens to tell the Melbourne
City Council. His monograph is available from the Humanities
Department, Footscray Campus of the Victorla: Technology, and
was reviewed briefly in the August issue of History News.

SHOULD WE PROTECT NED KELLY'S FATHER'S

HOUSE ?

The Historic Buildings Counci will hold an inquiry on 16 Sept.
to decide whether to provide legal protection for a house once
owned by Ned Kelly’s father and said to have been Ned’s
childhood home. The inquiry will allow members of the public, the
Royal Historical Society of Victoria, the National Trust and the
Council of Adult Educationto present information to determine the

significance of the house at Beveridge. For further information:
Lisa Vagg (03) 628 5448 —

A SPECIAL IS COMING

To help mark the 150th Anniversary of Melbourne City

Kelly (03) 722-1304 AH.

Council, which has given generous financial assistance, the
Society is publishing a special issue of the Victorian Historical
Journal. Professor Graeme Davison, Australia’s finest urban
historian, has organised and edited this enlarged and well-illustrated
issue. It will, we hope, be posted with September’s History News.

Chapter topics include: the social role of the City Councll, the
Town Hall as meeting place, street processions, the search for a
square, the centenary celebrations of 1934, public gardens, health
administration, the City Baths, Carlton’s identity, Melbourne that
might have been, and a chronology of Melbourne’s history.
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