MORWELL BISTORICAL SOCIETB
HNEYWSICTTER
~ published monthly, except December
Meetings: 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7-30pn
in St Andrews Presbyterian Church Ball
y“l~7 $lo. /7 Novemesr. 199

WELCOME T0 THE NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER

This month, we conclude Emily Walker's Diary and we publish
a brief history of Moss Vale Park, compiled by Dorothy Fogarty.
There is a request for information about cars and their cwners
pre World War 1. Anyone with information can contact Mal Grant
direct or give the information to Secretary Elsie McMaster who
will pass it on.

Although this newsletter is arriving at the usual time,
please note that our November meeting will be held on

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 26th

at the CHURCHILL HOTEL MOTEL commencing with dinner at 6 pm.
The change of date was necessary because of the hotel bookings.

On Tuesday November 19th at the Centre for Gippsland Studies
Monash/Gippsland there will be a lecture, tc be given by
Meredith Fletcher on the C.G.S. Photograph Collection.

Members will have received separate notice of both the

above events in the mail.

Finally, we present an assignment by Peter Schulz of Morwell,

researched as part of his V.C.E. Local History studies.

N.B. Next newsletter - January 1992. No December meeting.
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War 1 veteran, 95-year-
old Jack Medew, ched on
Tuesday at Latrobe Re-
gional Hosprml Traralgon.

Mr Medew lived in
Morwell and district for
most of his life. His father
had a farm at Jeeralang
and then Ilater South
Hazelwood (where the
ChurchillT Hotel now
stands). Mr  Medew

eventually bought his own

farm across the road.
Mr Medew always took

an mterest I community
affairs and had a long
association with both: the

South Hazelwood Rifle

Club and the South Hazel-
for 40

wood Hall.
Afterfarmm

last.
‘in Morwell and district.

France He saw action
am“‘m i bﬁz“‘e 5
spending days on 1
end i .deep, muddy.
trenches. He was m an
English hospital for some:
time then spent another

Accordmg to Morwell !
RSL president, Mal
Bu Medew was the
orld War 1 veteran

Mr Medew and hlsw1fe
Ellen, who died some

‘years ago have three

ceased) and David. They
have many grandchxldren,

great grandchildren and,,,

even great great gand

childr :
en. | 3

‘_;3 be held at the Morwell

Presbyterian Church to-

md - morrow at 1lam.

e Pl rr e sl sl -

MORWELL AND YINNAR GAZETTE ON MICROFILM

Readers will be pleased to learn that the microfilming of the 'Morwell and
vinnar Gazette' has been completed and the film is available for viewing at

the Traralgon Library. It will be qvailable at Morwell Library when the new

nicrofilm/microfiche reader is commissioned, hopefully within the next few

weeKs.

The project
the papers could be filmed and some parts were in such poor condition that

filming was not thought to be worthwhile. However, most of the papers have

been copied and should prove a most valuable resource for local historians.

proved rather costly as extensive repairs were necessary before
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MOSS VALE PARK

The founder of Moss Vagle Park was Francis Moss. He came to the
Gippsland area in 1878 from Buninyong, near Ballarat, where he
had a nursery called Mossmont which he had been Wworking since

- 1853.

Francis Moss came to Australis in the early 1850°'s as s coura-
geous, adventurous lad of 18 yesrs hoping to make his fortune on
the gold fields. He camz from ient, in England, where there were
acres of orchards and he soon realised that growing fruit and
vegdetables would be a surer. even 1f a slower method of making
money than prospecting for gold, so in 1853 he decided to estab-
lish a nursery on a rich volcanic hillside in Buninyong. After
much perseverance and industry this business flourished.

Moss married and had 5 children, 3 girls and 2 boys. One of the
boys died young. The other son, William, was soon old enough to
help his father run the nursery as Francis Moss sand Son, names
which became known to nurserymen 1n many parts of the world.

Ballarat had, in the meantime, become the Hwhest gold field in
the world and the population increased very rapidly. The demand
for vegetables, Fruit, seed and young trees was so great so
business for Moss increased in leaps and bounds. He imported
seed from England, France and Italy, and supplied it to many of
the Chinese market gardeners around Ballarat.

In 1878 Francis Moss came into rippsland and took over land on

the Tarwin River. He also named this property Mossmont. In 1888
Mess and other pioneers decided to have a big burn-off as it
would be beneficial for their land. After this burn-off Moss

spent a lot of time Eidying up and fencing the property. He then
bullt a hut, and a bridge over the Tarwin River by falling two
huge trees over the river.

At that time a Mr J Bruce was installed to manage the property
and Moss himself came Lhrough Ffrom Buninyong from time to time to

supervise. Moss now concentrated on buyving and selling of stock
for the main portion of the property, the establishment of g3
nursery and the beantifying of +he property. From the Buninyong

nursery there was a constant stream of young fruilt and ornamental
trees, shrubs, bulbs, seedS, acorns, nuts, cuttings etc.

Along the banks of the Tarwin Moss, assisted by employees, plant-
ed Williows and golden poplars to prevent erosion. From the old
bridge an avenue of treesc was planted, going first along the
river and then curving up to the redwoods. By 1888 a Mr W Gould
had been appointed =as manager of the nursery. He was a trained
nurseryman who came f{from Warreniieip near Ballarat.
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About 1888 Moss opened up another nursery at Ruby Creek which was
quite close to the l,eongatha octation as Moss was having difficul-
ty 1in getting loads in and out of the Tarwin nursery, Mr Gould

managed both nurseries. Francis Moss was growing older by this
so his son William often was the person to come through from oo
duninyocng to supervise. Very few trees now remain to show where

Ruby Creek nursery once was as the new road went right through
it.

Francis Moss was amazed at the quick growth of the trees in the

nursery and park. This was due to the residual potash and other
elements remaining after the burning off of centuries of forest
growth. In fact, the trees grew so quickly that the first Tarwin
nuirselry was abandored, a socond ons comnmenced lower down on tne

flat, and a tool shed was buill there.

By 1900 there was a constant siream of young trees coming out
from the nurseries, many going to local settlers but, by far the
greater number were sent to surply orders taken at the Buninyong
nursery. oHome went Lo bSouth Africa, others to New Zealand. The
caks 1n Leongathas Memorial Drive came from Moss Vale.

Koundabout 1Y1lt} many changes ocecurred. Firstly the name of the
prroperty was changed rrom Mossmont to Moss Vale. At much the
same time the first manager of Hoss Vale Mr J Bruce died, and
another close friend of Moss, A Mr Alex Campbell was attacked and
gored very badly by a bull (which Moss had just purchased from
the Melbourne Koval bhow) as i1t was being led from Leongatha to
the Tarwiln propertv. Francis Moss, now an old man, grieved over
the loss of these two trusted friends. He received a further
shock as he was being driven to Mirboo North to catch the train
when a wagon in fraoni of them orerturned and the cccupant Kiiled.

Francis Moss returned to Buninyong in 1912 he collapsed whilst
working on his property. He died in 1816 and was buried in
Buninvong.

A vear after the death of Moss the Buninyong nursery was sold in
1d17 but the price offered for Moss Vale was refused and the
i bthe property till 1931.

-y

triustees did not sel ]

From 1817 onwards Moss Vale began gradually to slip backwards -

some of the tress dies, cbhers were blown over. Yes! Slowly but
surely the beauty of Moss Vale was disappearing. Trees, like
i lowers, know when thev are really loved and cared for. The ares

became overrun wilh rabblts, rasgwort, bracken and noxious weeds.

T ap — - —y

All tree lovers in the district were delighted when. in 1945,
counciliiors of Mirtoo North and Leongatha secured a portion of
the spot for peoplis for all timne. they, with members of a Park
Committee, are now caring for 9.15 acres of Moss Vale and 1.91
acres of Natural Bush on the other side of the river.

Moss Vale Park, as we know it today was officially opened in 1946
-~ A true memorial to one of natures gentlemen.

-

I'he above comments have been presented by Dorothy Fogarty. They
have been summarised from a booklet called: -

FEANMCIS MOSS and MOSS VALE PARK
written by A.M Blundell in 1958
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Hon. Secretary, P. 0. Bou 402
-------------- society Gisborne 3437
: ' _ 27th Oct. 1997

Dear { as addressed }

Congratulations on your display at
the Central Highlands Historical Saciety Local History Fair. Having now

said those few words can | ask for HELP ?  For many years | have
been collecting information on early Victorian motorists - generatly

pre- i913; and it is in this sphera that | am seeking your assistance.

vears ago the old recards from Motor negistration Branch - were either
lost or destroyed, ( years of matioring history gone ! } Howewver since
that time | have been able to obtain many thousands of names andg
addresses of early motor vehicle owners - ( cars & motor cycles ) - but
very tew detaiis of makes owned by these pioneers. This has caused a
great deal of frustration amongs?t peogple Jiks myself, so with other
aiswsltians | am trying ioc redress where possible: {he imbalance.

A lremendous amount of YELP is required. Perhaps your society may

nave members with knowiedge which could assist ?

Wwhat is asked Tor is as much detail as possible of any car or motor cycie
irom pre - 1318, which may have been owned or ysad in your district,
{ or any where aise ! }

ror adample - 3ill Jones of Lilly Plly Station ' - Smeaton, had an

old Talbot in 1912; he bought it new from uaigety's in Bailarat. "

[S—
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' Tom Smith, was a bank teller at the oid C. B. 8. in Linton - he had a

mator cycle before he went off to war; the bike was made by Franklin -

Bavies in Sturt Street Ballarat - they had s push-dike shop. *

" Here is 3 photostat of an old photograph showing my father taking our
family out in a car which as a number 3489 on it: | think it was in 1914 "

Quite often the local doctor was first in town to obtain a car, bank

managers, ciergymen etc., seemed to follow.

My interest may seem to be unusual but it often HELPS others as weill.

By dating photographs, tracing owners etc., people have been able to

positively identify relatives and lacal scenes: it could be so again.

fis Secretary of Gisborne Historical Society, plus being a member of
many other Historical Groups | realize my requests often mean quite 3
I61 o7 work, so | do appreciate any efforts at ail. especially where eariy
maotoring is concerned.

Yours Faithfully

MALCOLM GRANT

Co-tditor. " Yictoria |ilusirated " - i
Pubiished oy - yames Fiood- Haroig “ayniing Chariiy irust
" Wheeis ia Yicloria " -

Fubiisned by - Yictorian Automobiie Chamber of Cammerce. /
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