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became No. 1. Others on the list were Belvoir (now Wodonga), No.
37 ; Horsham, No. 298 ; Sale, No. 545 ; Wangaratta, No. 643. We
can say, theretore that in 1862 there were about 701 State schools
(called common schools) that had been established as national or
denominational schools sometime between 1852 and 1862.*

Since that period schools have been numbered consecutively as

they opened. For the thirteen years, 1862 to 1874 inclusive, about
900 new schools were established, and from May 1875 to April 1879,

a period of four years, there arose 600 new schools The numbers of
the following schools show this :—

Murtoa State School, No. 1549, May 1875.

Jung State School, No. 1728, April 1876.

Maryvale Ridge State School, No. 1939, November 1877.
vallace State School, No. 2009, August 1878.
Morwell State School, No. 2136, April 1879.

The poor hut that served as the Maryvale Ridge State School was
conceded as providing only temporary accommodation. When its
replacement was being considered, the question of a more suitable,

more central site was also raised. Those farmers who lived close to

the Maryvale Ridge School would naturally enough have preferred the
retention of the old site ; but, as people began to cluster round the

new rallway station, a growmg number began to insist on a school
right in the townshlp

The first survey for a village at Morwell was made by James
Robinson on the 25th of January 1878 ; and he marked out three
blocks. Robinson carried out a further survey later that same year,

- adding three more blocks, and yet another in October 1882, so

increasing the size of the wllage to nine blocks. Even at this stage
there was some doubt as to whether this village was to be called
Morwell or Maryvale. For example, a local storekeeper, Charles
Oxtoby Gilbert, who had just arrived, wrote a letter to the Education
Department on the 28th of January 1879 requesting that the “ Board
of Advice be instructed to come to this township of Maryvale to take
evidence on the matter of a school site ”

There was no such thing in 1878 as a school committee for each
school. Instead, a central authority called the Board of Advice acted
for all the schools in its wide area. Rosedale was the important town
in this part of Gippsland ; Morwell was within the boundaries of the
Rosedale Shire ; and the Rosedale Board of Advice, 25 miles away,
was the authority to decide where the Morwell School was to bé built
—until the Morwell people bitterly protested. The Board of Advice
had recommended, * after careful consideration, that the school should
be built in the north-east angle of James Porter’s selection, south of
the railway line and within a mile of the township of Morwell ”

It seems obvious to us, with the wisdom that subsequent events
give us, that there could be no place to build a new school but in the
township itself ; yet it was only after some months of indecision that
the site favoured by the board was abandoned and that an allotment
within the boundaries of the village was set aside for a school. And
there 1t 1s today.

— T — " - a - m ﬁ ———

* For an examination of the pr1nc1ples——and thc practloo—used in allotting
school numbers, see * School No, |—And Others”, by the Editor, in The
Educational Magaz:'ne, July 1958, pages 241-5.-—EDITOR.
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But, first of all, temporary accommodation on a temporary site had
to be found. John Irving opened his school on the 3rd of April 1879

in premises off Tarwin Street (a modern chain store stands opposite)

and owned by a Traralgon business man, Henry Breed. The building
was a small butcher’s shop that had been set up in 1877 to serve the
construction gang working on the railway line. Tradesmen in those
days followed the railway workers as they moved along, and catered
for them with temporary, small businesses or branch businesses.

John Irving described the building thus :

It is situated next to and south of Donaldson’s store in. the eastern part of the
township. It is built of hardwood, is unlined, and is fourteen fest long by

twelve feet wide. I have had to exclude many children because the buiding

cannot hold more than 25 or 30 pupils. It is too close to the business places, has
no stove, no tank, no conveniences, and no playground. At the present time [May
1879] the cold is intense. The building is well-ventilated, [as] the upper part of
the back wall consists of a kind of trellis-work, through which the rain pours
in wet weather and the sun shines strongly in fine weather.

Inspector Holland commented that at times 46 to 50 children were
packed into this schoolroom.

John Irving was 23 years old when he began teaching at Morwell.
He was a son of Robert Irving, who opened a bakery business in
Boolarra about 1884, and after whom Irving Street in Boolarra is
named. John’s sister, Barbara Irving, may have assisted him at the
Morwell School durmg the first year, but she had her own school,
Hazelwood Ridge School (1880-6). Then she married Mr. Norman
Burnie of Melbourne. Their son, Dr. Alexander Burnie, has a
practice in Melbourne and is also attached to the Alfred Hospltal

Another sister of John Irving was Miss Christina Irving, a pianist,
who taught music at Morwell for many years. In fact, the Irving
family was a very gifted one, particularly in music. John Irving
himself played the violin and, when brother and sister practised at
night together, some of the local people would gather outside to listen
to the entertaining performances of the duettists. John Irving’s son,
Mr. Reginald Irving, lives in Fairview Street, Traralgon, and still has
his father’s violin, now well over a century old.

In 1880 John Irving married Miss Ina Grant of Yinnar. When the
Roman Catholic School opened in Morwell 1n 1884, causing a big
drop in the enrolment at the State school, John Irving transterred to

- Boolarra School, which in the circumstances could have been a bigger,

more important school. Accommodation troubles at Morwell (for
the school residence was tiny and unsatisfactory), apart from family
reasons, also may have played their part in his transfer to Boolarra.

As well as being able to play the violin, John Irving could entertain
an audience with his recitations. He was also in charge of a muilitia
untt that he started at Morwell. At Boolarra he won a Bronze

Medallion of the Royal Humane Soctiety for an attempt to save the

life of a housekeeper whose clothes had caught alight from a fire.
The housekeeper died ; John Irving spent several weeks in hospital,

‘recovering from severe burns. He died of Bright’s Disease in 1894 at
the early age of 38, and is buried in Hazelwood Cemetery, four miles

out of Morwell. His wife and children returned to Yinnar for a short
time, and then Mrs. Irving opened a boarding-house in Morwell In
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order to make a living. Her place was on the hill in the vicimty of

the present Roman Catholic Church. - Her neighbours were the .

Donaldson family on one side, and the Dustings and the Rowells on
the other. Mr. Reg. Irving remembers hearing that one of the
Donaldson girls, Grace Donaldson, aged eighteen years, was killed on
New Year’s Day 1881 when her horse bolted on the way to the annual
picnic. The Donaldsons, the Dustings, and the Irvings have all gone
from Morwell now, but the Rowell family still occupy their old home.

- Mr. Reg. Irving has an excellent, enlarged photograph of his father,
John Irving, a handsome, intelligent-looking man, a pioneer teacher,
and a highly esteemed early citizen of Morwell. |

AUTOMATION

'~ HOW WILL IT AFFECT THE SUPPLY AND THE LEISURE OF

DOCTORS AND TEACHERS ?

IT TAkES A MINIMUM of fifteen years to turn a first-year medical
student into a consultant.  Allowing ten years to build and equp
a new medical school, we ought soon to begin to build the medical
schools necessary to produce the consultants we shall need in the
year 2000. .Similar needs will arise in connexion with education,
housing, roads, and other necessities ; and our existing road problems
show how little we have prepared for what could have been
foreseen. This is not a matter of obtaining more knowledge,
but of persuading the government to use the knowledge we have.
Automation will make little difference to doctors, midwives, nurses,
or school teachers. At present we have too few of all of these,
and as the population increases, so will the shortage. Are we
then to envisage a state of affairs in which the industrial part of our
population enjoys compulsory leisure, while the professional part
continues to be overworked >  All that automation means 1s that
fewer reople are needed to do certain jobs.  Should we not now be

preparing for this by expanding the opportunities and incentives in

medicine, nursing, and teaching to encourage more people to work n
these fields? The benefits of automation would then be more
evenly spread among those who work, and the community as a
whole would benefit.

—From the presidential address given to the British Association
for the Advancement of Science by Lorp BRraAIN, formerly a president
of the Royal College of Physicians and a specialist in neurology.
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Norwell lechmcs lnshlnte.

The annnal meeting of subscribers
to local Mechanics' Institute was ‘o
have been held on Thursday evening
last, but in consequence of the small
attendance it was resolved to post-
pone the meeting until this evening.

The Institute is a public concern

and it is to be hoped that towus:
peovle will take at least sufhcient

interest in 1t to attend the annual
meeting, at which the financtal
ition and other matters will be
disscussed and committee of mana-
gement for ensuing ye1r elected,

Instruction in Swinming.

Ou Fniday, the 4th 1:st, the boys
of the Morwell Noit'y (Latrobe)
State School had their first lesson
in swimming, uuder the instruc-
tion of Mr Keamy, the !{. T. ot the
above schooul. Therc were X pupils
to be taugtit.  As the result of two
hours’ lesson | bovs were tatzht to
swim., The new swimwmess, and
the distances they could swim were
—Robert Baillie 20 yds: Rouald

Rae 12 yds; Stanley Coslello Y vds;
George Marshall 4 yds. The above

shows that 1t is not hard to learn

the useful und exercising art of

swimming

Dlslrlcl
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YINNAR SOUTH,.

News

At last the results of the Yinunar
South School exams are to hand.
Two of the three scholars in Grade
3 ‘I'honias Walker and Helen Gil.
bert, obtained merit certificates, the
third scholar having got hers the
previous year. ‘The ouly scholar
in grade o, John Gilbert passed the
quahfving Exam. The \Yinnar
south Scucol has beeu fortunate 1n
having a succession of painstaking
and conscietious teachers and for
several vears every caadidate for a
certificate has been successful ‘and
in the majority ot cases the caugi.
dates have been below the average

agel

e | ———rh - — u

Roolarra

- -

During the past few weeks bush
fires have been raging in vartous
parts of the district and  whilst a
lot of good has no doubt been effec-
ted by burning up a lot of timter
aud rubbish, a great deal of damage
has likewise been done,

Mr D. Latter had the cisfortune
10 Jose about 1300 sheep through a
fire that swept from an adjoining
holding and raced through his pad-
at Sassarfass Creek, at a terrilic
pace. In rescuring some other
stock Mr Latter himselt, who was
surrounded by
weCape Hf.q,
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UNIONS “STRANGLE-HOLD.”

WEaY S'EBIKERS AGREE TO

TERMS. :

In explaining the “decision -of the
State Minisgry that applications for
work at Morwell wonlld not -be accep-
ted unless the men signed the stipula-

ted coiditions uf employment bLefore
10 o'clock on Satunlday 5th inst,

said on Friday [xst that -mformnation
had been received that the men badl
afterwar]s been advised to sign, as the
Australian Coul and Shale hmpluyeel
Federation dealrml " to retain its grip
at Morwell.” ‘It is fairly obvions,
Mr Robinsonadded , * that the hiawck
co:tl interests desire to retaic a ‘stran-
gle-hold’ on the brawn enal under-
taking”  Alout 90 uvuionists gre
affected by the Ministry’s decision-
Reviewing the dispute at the open
cut, Mr Robinson said that the rates
ot wages at Morwell had heen fixel
by » wages boanl coustituted at the
roquest of the employeces, suppor ted
hy members of the labor party. The
Ministry couid uot pernit interference
by the Hibble tribaual, nor would it
agree. to any section of 1ita employees
jumping from ape triboual to anotber
to grin some aldvantage over the rest
of the men emp'oyerd In other State
departments and undertakings. Im-
mediately after the advertisment ap-
peared offering employment at Morwell

lon the devartment’d terms, a large

sumber of apolications were receivesd,
nearly 600 arriving tu five dave.
these applicants had eigned the puls
lished statewent of the conditivns as
stipulatal:  The men ulreuly on' the
field had been warnesd to sizn befure
Satturday, aand they were also 1ufosmed
that fature opjertions would not
necesstate the employinert of as large
s number of men as weviouzly, Thuse

‘who falled to oWtalu cnployment at

Moerwell were otlcred work at Won.
thaggi. At the mecting of the wen
ot Tuesday, when 1t was decided to
stgti the statement 2 sveaker advised
the muen to apply lor smploymeant, as
the ferleration desitedd to retain its
“grip” on the industry.  The Ministry,
bowever, decidal that the remaining
men to be engaged were to be selected
from those who had apphed for work
withiu the time lixed: The time for

csranting free railway pacses to cither

Morwell or Wonthaggl was extended
until Monday. o |

“ It wiil be observed,” Mr Robinson
continued, * that cvery facility was
ziven to those on strike to apply for
re-engagement ; that they were offered
prefecence in employment ; that they

were natilied of the Llnst of the app- | war Jost.

lu..ttmus, but that they refused to age-
ply within the time limited.
who have lost emplovmentat Morwell.

the{ 8
State Attorney Genera! (Mr lbbilm) |

Crnw[ej'-

Those [sules he obtained from

d—---*-—-—-

A ma@lmp’, mm'ened by: UI" 5
Vary, J B., for the purpose of Yorm:

ing a ocal Progross Ammuum

was held in the Ul:clmnim Lodlw
Ryom an Tuesday eveping last,
Uver thirty were presonus pnd ol
seemed of lbe one mind regarding
the aduublluy of foruning -a pro-

ress association.
Amlnguu for absenco were 1e-
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of Morwell
Historical Society Incorporated will be held on TUESDAY, MARCH 21,
in the staff room of Collins St. State School, Morwell at 7.30 p.m.

Business.

. Toconfirm the minutes of the A.G.M. of Morwell Historical Society

held on April 19, 1988.

To receive reports from the President and Secretary.

To receive and consider the financial statement and report to be

forwarded to the Registrar of Incorporated Associations.

. To elect: President.

Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer

A committee consisting of not less than two ordinary

members in addition to the above-mentioned office-bearers.

Nominations for the above positions should be lodged in writing, and
'with the endorsement of the candidate, with the secretary, by Tuesday
March 14, 1989. If insufficient nominations are received by that date,

those members nominated will be declared elected and further nominations

will be received at the Annual Meeting.

Nomination forms are available from the Secretary, 2 Harold St. Morwell

Phone (051) 341149.
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A SELECTOR'S IDT...cvvansnsn

The latest issue of GIPPSLAND HERITAGE JOURNAL contains an excellent article
by Stephen Legg on the information available from Dept. of Crown Lands and Survey
Selection Files. As an example of the material available, he offers extracts from
the correspondence of Lee Hing Jacgung who selected land at Jeeralang in 1885.Selectors
were expected to pay rent on their blocks with a view to ultimately obtaining the
freehold title. Many failed, defeated by the weather, bad roads, steep hills,poor
communications etc. Mr. Jacgung persevered and finally obtained his title but the

following extracts from his letters to the Lands Department explaining his rent

arrears_give some idea of the tremendous difficulties faced by the pioneer farmers

in our)hill country. (His words are here paraphrased - actual wording is printed in
G.H.J.

July 1885 - great expense in taking possession of land, building a house ~ also
loss of a valuable horse.

March 1887 - maize crop failed to ripen - also stock losses.

July 1887 - roads impassable due to heavy rain in last couple of months so unable
to get produce to market.

April 1890 - 1888-1889 caterpillars ate‘all-thefgrass in the district - cattle died
as a result and had to be replaced.

March 1892 - severe stock losses including milkers and a valuable mare.
March 1893 - season unfavourable - unable to sell stock unless at a loss.

September 1893 - potatoes harvested but unable to get them to market due to state
of the roads - hopes to do so in a couple of months.

February 1896 - last two seasons very bad causing very low returns on produce - lost
seven milkers and his only draught horse last winter. (The cows through being
so poor , the horse through an accident.) Last November sent two trucks of potatoes
to Melbourne - they realised 15/- per ton - on that he had to pay 9/- cartage, 7/8
railway freight, 3/- for bays (bags?)and 1/5 commission and weighing per ton.

March 1899 - Mr.Jacgung's own words: "I am really unable to pay my rents. I was com-
pletely burnt out on Feb. 4th, 1898, losing house, dairy, hay and cowsheds, all out-
buildings besides crops and all my fencing. -
And now I have had the caterpillars since the beginning of December until lately,
and after they disappeared the grasshoppers have come in their place,completely eating
up all the grass.l have had to shepherd my cows on the road or wherever I could get a
little grass, all my other stock being turned out as 1 could not afford to pay for
paddocks. .... it has taken all that I have made to pay for horse feed and all other

expenses incurred (after the bushfires) during the winter, and rebuildings, the house
not being complete yet for lack of means."

February 1901 - caterpillar plagues in the two seasons since the bushfire ~ wet

weather setin in April last year and continued up to beginning of last month - ground
so chilled there was little growth of grass.

January 1902 - wet and cold right to end of November, then a jump straight into summer-
no spring so little grass growth - had to cart chafffrom Morwell to keep cows alive.

**In April 1903, L.H.Jacgung applied for his freehold title -~ it was granted in May.


http://www.cvisiontech.com

ITEMS OF INTEREST.

1. FROM OUR FEBRUARY MEETING:
The $5,000 remaining of the Shire of Morwell
Bicentennial Grant has been received by the Society and invested until

needed for the Pictorial History project

The Shire of Morwell has undertaken to replace
the seat stolen from the area outside the Senior Citizens Club in Maryvale
Cres. The Society has ordered a brass plaque to be erected on or near the
new seat when it is installed. The seat and plaque are a memorial to Mr.
I.T.Maddern, former President of Morwell Historical Society, and commem-
orate his contribution to the research and recording of the history of

this area.

2. FROM R.H.S.V.NEWSLETTERS FEB./ MARCH.

During 1989 the R.H.S.V's rooms and library at
the old Royal Mint will be opendn the first Saturday of each month from 2.30pm
to 5.00 pm. ‘ | |

P.R.O. Free Bus Service: The Public Records
Office is running a free bus service Monday to Friday from the City Search
Room at 318 Little Bourke St. to Laverton. Buses leave the City for Laverton
at 9.30 am and 1 pm and return from Laverton at 12.15pm and 4 pm. To be sure
of a seat you should book at least a day in advance. Enquiries to the
City Search Room (03)663 3434.

The R.H.S.V. is publishing an invaluable guide
for researchers into Victorian land records entitled '"LANDS MANUAL: A FINDING

GUIDE FOR VICTORIAN LAND RECORDS". It will sell at $20 for members or $25 for
non-members but you can order a copy at the pre-publication price of $15 from

The Director

Royal Historical Society of Victoria

Royal Mint

280 William St

MELBOURNE 3000 (Don't forget your name, address and
cheque for $15 !)
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THROUGHOUT the recent ‘Ash Wednes-
day’ fires and closer to home the Mor-

well fires, the bravery of the volunteers

was admired.

But there was one
group of volunteers who
went about their work

- after the damage was

done and helped to make
day to day living that bit
easier — The Red Cross.
It is just one of the
many volunteer groups

-._ .. now so vital to Austra-
- fena lians, whether in times of
- natural disaster, war, or

family crisis.

During the Morwell
fires, in which two houses
were destroyed, one

el e Py
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family lost everything.
The next day was to have
been spent celebrating
the little girl's fifth
birthday; however, all

the gifts they had bought
her were destroyed in the
blaze.

However, the young
child did receive a birth-

day gift from the Red-

Cross. Along with her

birthday present the

family received new
clothing, blankets, bed
linen, towels, toiletries
and shoes.

These helpful goods
were received the day
after the blaze and the

speed with which they

were given to the family
typifies Red Cross action.

Red Cross volunteers
give of themselves right
through the year and ask
for little in return.
However, March is Red
Cross Calling month. It is
the only time of the year
they ask the public to dig
into their pockets and
wallets to help them help
others.

This year the target is
$2.300. Last year's target

"~ of $2000 was reached

easily, and they hope that
people will be just as
generous this year.

Red Cross are also ask-
ing for volunteer
doorknockers to spare an

1 hour or two of their time

on March 19 and 20.

This year much of the

money Red Cross hope to
raigse will be spent on dis-
aster relief. Local Red
Cross teams have spent
most of their reserves
helping with food and
clothing for bush f{ire vic-
tims and fire fighters, all
over the State.

If vou can’'t help by
knocking on doors and
coilecting, please remem-
ber to give generously
whnen vour door 18 opened

to a Red Cross caller, and
help Red Cross help.

o -
'

.- Eep— e
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RED_CROSS CALL FOR HELP

This heading on Page 3, Newsline of the Express of
3/3/1983 was of special interest to me. We are in the midst
of the 1989 Red Cross Calling at the present time. I hope.
members of our Historical Society will forgive me for using
space in this newsletter to give Red Cross a ‘pPlug’

As the President of the Morwell Red Cross unit and
assistant organiser of the Calling in the Shire I know some -
thing of its history. Since that article was printed in 1983
we have found it increasingly difficult to get enough callers
to cover the Shire. A number of local helpers of past years
are no longer fit or able to do it. Althogh most of the
collecting throughout the state is done over one week-end in
March we have permission to continue collecting until the end
of the month.

SO any of our readers who have not had a caller yet,
keep your Chedue-books handy! There is still time or you
could post it to; Appeal Chairman, Red Cross Calling,;171 City
Road, Sth Melbourne, 3205.° )

N.B I dont know what our target here is this year but I
_know it's many times higher than that quoted 1in this

1983 article. Readers can you guess why?
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Morwell and District
The 1980's

Again a few notes from copies of the Express in the 1980's.
This time from some 1983 editions. In regard to the entry of the
headline 'Rea Cross call for help' you-wili finda the whole article
reproduced on another page of this newsletter. These, too, you

will find our reason for doing this.

As before, the date of the paper in which each headline was

found 1is on the left.

Tuesday 11/1/1983 - Sharpe - Market - New Owners plan. Mr. Rom
Ambrose who bought the property has plans to

turn it into a miniature Victoria market shopping

area.

Thursday 20/1/1983- Mid-Valley Units still uncertain.

Tuesday 25/1/83 = Declare drought call for Morwell Shire. Council
has applied to the State Government to have
the shire declared a drought stricken area.

Tuesday 8{2{1983 - Anger against too many flats being built forces
Morwell Shire Council to develop a strategy to
regulate this.

Thursday 10/2/83 - Was it a fire bug? Valley Black Day last Tuesday
' (8th). The hunt was on for a possible'firebug

following fires raging in L.V.

Thursday 17/2/83 -~ Industry sﬁumps - Survey shows Gippsland
increasingly hit by recession.

Thursday 3/3/83 - Red Cross call for your help.

Tuesday 15/3/1983 - $3.8million. Riadle. Government asks why
Mid-Valley Units still empty.

24/3/83 - Rain by the foot - Rainfull up to 300mm - or

Thursday

' ! foot by the old scale were reported in the
Strzelecks this week - 8 inches (200mm) at

Willung, Traralgon 1Q01mm, Morwell 100mm, Moe

55mm.


http://www.cvisiontech.com

'F'-ll—-llﬂ;‘.

- 1 5
.,b-‘. - ...-—,.J.nq-!-l-ﬂ-r_ un.-?i!-rr-. q,.qq.ﬁh mﬂ_ﬂib-—? Mgy prvy ™o S

- -Hl-. ‘I—w R o © iy ik e g ——
. d 3
-
-

T b _-j
1

LI ok,

History of Victorian Education . T. MADDERN

THE EARLY SCHOOLS
OF MORWELL DISTRICT

Part 3 : Morwell School No. 2136

- - e —

THE MAIN GIPPSLAND LINE was built in five sections
or stages, beginning from Sale at one end and from Oakleigh at the
other. The sections in the order of, and with the date of, their
completion were :

SALE to MORWELL, the 1st of June 1877
OAKLEIGH to BUNYIP, the 8th of October 1877
MORWELL to MOE, the 1st of December 1877
BUNYIP to MOE, the 1st of March 1878

SOUTH YARRA tOo OAKLEIGH, the 2nd of April 1879,

John Irving, the first teacher to be appointed to School No. 2136,
was stationed at Sebastopol School, Ballarat, when he received notice
of his transfer to Morwell. He travelled to Melbourne from Ballarat

on the 1st of April 1879, and to Morwell on the following day.

He must, therefore, have boarded the first through train from Melbourne
to Sale by a coincidence that seems to stress the undoubted connexion
between closer settlement, more railways, and the opening of new

schools.

Few of the inhabitants knew that he had arrived. Only twelve
pupils appeared on the first morning, Thursday the 3rd of April 1879,
and only sixteen pupils were enrolled on the first day. From then on,
however, the average daily attendance rose to 37 pupils.

Morwell township had begun in 1877 with a railway station and
nothing more, if we exclude a camp of railway workers. In scores
of settlements such as Morwell the original focus changed with the
coming of the railway. In this area Morwell Bridge, where the coach
road crossed the Morwell River three miles from the present town,
gave place to the railway township of Morwell.

The requirements of railway engineering had most to do with these
changes. Whereas original settlements were established on low ground,

close to watercourses or a water-supply, the railway engineers could

build their stations or stopping-places only on level ground or higher
ground, since engines could not pull heavy loads up a slope from a
standing start. This mechanical need of railway engines is the reason
why modern Morwell stands on a slight rise, some distance from the
river, and on a higher level than the Morwell Bridge.

The number of a school gives us a clue as to the year of its
establishment. When the single Board of Education took over in 1862
from the earlier dual control, its common schools were numbered in
alphabetical order. Alberton School, although not the oldest school,

The Educational Magazine—April 1965 101
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SCHOOL No. 2136 (COMMERCIAL ROAD SCHOOL, MORWELL) AS

IT WAS IN 910
The weatherboard building in front at the rightmis the old school,
buile in 1880. It is no longer in existence, having been replaced by

today’s much larger structure. The brick building, erected in 1906

and shown here, has been incorporated in, and surrounded on three

sides by, the larger building of more recent years. The roofing of this

old brick section can still be recognized, and the wall on the extreme

left of the photograph is still part of the outside wall. The old bricks

used here can be distinguished from the newer bricks in the remaining
sections of the eastern wall of today’s school.

HEAD TEACHERS OF THE SCHOOL

The following is the complete list of the head teachers of Commer-
cial Road School, Morwell, from its beginning in 1879 :

1879-84 JOHN IRVING
1884-95 THOMAS FERGUSON
1895-1903 THOMAS SLATTERY
1903—-5 JOoHN ROBERTSON
1905 JOHN BETHEL

1905-7 JAMES TIPPING

1907 ALEXANDER HAMPTON
1908 DucaLp W. MCcCPHEE
1909—17 ROBERT DICKSON
1917-20 HENRY C. HART
1920-5 ROBERT H. MORRISON
1925-9 ARTHUR R. FORSYTH
1929-37 EpGAR S. HaLL
1937 THoMAS E. HUTTINANCE
1937—42 REGINALD E. GARLICK
1942-9 JoHN A. GOYEN
1949-52 STEPHEN HARTUP
1952-7 JamMES R. ELLiOoT
1957-62 JOHN H. STURTZ
1963 AUGUSTINE L. BRENNAN

102 The Educational Mugazine—April 1965
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