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WELCOME TO THE JUNE NEWSLETTER

Well, the excitement of the Municipal Centenary is behind us.
The Society's displays of photographs,. documents etc. at Kernot
Hall and Yinnar Hotel were very well received and a great deal
of credit must go to Eric Lubcke who spent many hours over many
weeks organising the two displays.

"Heart of the Valley" was launched at the Community Fun Day on
24th May and is selling well.

Our Secretary contacted Duesburys, the firm acting as receivers
for the Morwell Co-op, asking that any documents not required in
the winding up of the company be given to Morwell Historical Society.
We have received a box of archival material containing photographs,
tape recordings, documents etc. From this material we print a brietf
history of the Co-op (Writer unknown) and a letter requesting
further investment from members to finance the new building (1959).

To all those members who rushed to renew their subscriptions last
month - thank you. To those who haven't renewed theirs yet -

9 oentle reminder: | - :
) iy SUBS ARE DUE NOW!'
)
NEXT MEETING TUES.JUNE 16 @ $7 Single member

T~/ $10 Couple or Family
€ &,’
g

N
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MORWELL HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC. ANNUAL REPORT 1991-92.

This has been a fairly quiet year, with membership remaining
steady at thirty-eight.

Speakers covering a variety of topics wereguests at our monthly
meetings, held on the third Tuesday of each month (except December
and January) in St.Andrews Presbyterian Church, Morwell.

Our President and Vice President have put in many hours of their
time as members of the Morwell Municipal Centenary Committee and the
Society will be taking an active part in the Centenary celebrations
commencing in May.

Approximately 100 of our best photographs have been enlarged and
mounted for display purposes and use has been made of the Society's
photograph collection by the City of Morwell(for its soon -to-be-
published history), by private researchers and by two local hotels
which have used enlargements for decorating purposes.

Members have assisted a number of V.C.E. students with their

local history assignments and have answered numerous questions from

family researchers seeking information about former residents of

the district.
A presentation of photographs and information was mounted at the

Senior Citizens Week display at Mid Valley shopping centre in April

1992.
An enjoyable dinner meeting was held at the Churchill Hotel

in November 1991. Several long-time residents were invited as guests

and dinner was followed by an evening of reminiscences about the

AR

Churchill/Hazelwood area.
Members are looking forward to a busy and rewarding year,

participating in the various celebrations connected with the Morwell

R T
Municipal Centenary. / ﬂ!( J: H
e, \v\b\. -»

L.W.Bond, President

E. McMaster, Secretary
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JUNE 10 1892

FROM "MORWELL ADVERTISER"

S N R |
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~ The Budgeree Creamery.
————— - ——

The ahaes eﬁ';l-l"l‘l‘"!"l' e~ated he thn'-
Badgeren Crgnmorv Co. limited, in on a
very firm basia. - Tha enmpane waa the

Shire Severance.

___0_

As stated in our last 1ssue, now that
severance has been granted it becomes the
duty of the petitioners to recommend
someone to prepare aroll; aiso someone to

act as returning officer. They must aiso
name the polling places and the date for
| holding the election.

With regard to the latter we made a
slight error in our last, and have subse-
quently learned that the mumcapal elec-
tions, by the amended Act take place on the
fourth Thursday in August in place of the
second .as heretofore. We will therefore
have the elections on that date.

When the new council 1s first consti-

tuted, indeed for the first year of its
| existence, some hard work will fall to the

ot of councillors in putting things mto

working order. It therefore behoves the

ratepayers to put only those men in who |

have a thorough grasp of municipal govern-
ment, for the whole fabric depends on a

good foundation. .
In years to come it may be iess important

to choose men of experience. but at the
present juncture it is imperative. We have
sufficient evidence in the way matters have
been bungled in the Traraigon Shire to

warn us against returning Incompetent

men.
It must be borne in mind tht the old times

when council meetings were simply "‘a win,
tie, or wrangle” have passed. We have
progressed, and if we mean to Keep abreast
of the times we must put men at the helm
who understand the chart.

The taunt has been thrown out to us by
our Traralgon neighbors that ‘ere long we
will discover that we have made a big
mistake, and their prognostications may
come correct if we are not careful what sort
of men we get to represent us. We don't

-ant men in who will act as mere automatc
machines, we want men who will think for
themselves, and having done sO eXpress
their honest convictions fearlessly.

It is to our advantage. financially, that a
good many candidates come forward, and
yet we would rather see a few. It is said
that ‘“in the multitude of counsel there 1s

wisdom”. That mayv be right enough in a
general sense, but in this case we have th

find the wisdom, and unless we watch 1t the

unwise may go in while we are looking for

the wise.
In short, if there are too many stand the

object of the ratepavers may be defeated
through the splitting up of votes. It would
be wise for the ratepavers directly the
candidates are announced to consuit as
best they can among themselves, pick out

their men and stand by them.
[June 10, 1892]

1

;
4

—

firat pﬂ:nmmo:l and eatabliched, on tha en.
ntnrative principle, in the Morwell digtrint
he buninass af the Daat ananon will shaw
when the Gacernmeant honna ia received. a
net npreofit of abhant 72 par oent, on t.lro |
amannt of canital paid.cip—a resnit vere |
satiafactory tn the shareholdars, and arhich |
cartainlv ahonld he un enconragement (a
tha district. It ia exprcted 100, that the
quantity of milk will he daoubled next
sansan, as saveral of the old anppliers
i intend  ta  ennstderahiy . increans (heir
'number nf cnwa, aud othar farmars in tha

nmighharhood are expected 40 become
saponliar, |

Tha c-anmery ia fitted nn with Da T,ava]
senarators eaprhle of teating 420 gallnna

par hane, the pawer bhaing aitained fram g
H-rnshe angine driving the hailer, and we
think we are nnt averstepping the teyth
. rhan we gav that altngethar thn freamery
in one of the beat equipped and fitted up
in Gippaland,
"~ The auggestinn has heen muatad he
sovera! of tha aharehoidem,. that it wnowid
he more Pﬂ'lﬁfl.hlﬁ tn make np 4the bnttne
inatead of forwarding the areum ta Mal.
honrne, and as it s expected that the
sapplirrs would be williag to tuke np tmnre
shar-e in the event of the ¢hange being
made no donbt tha extra building and
machinery neceseary ¢onid he prnonred and
ervctad bafore the commencement of pert
soARen, -

In thaevent af eneh a changna coming ta
pasa there ja one thing warv much ia the
r-‘ornrtnr‘s favar. The aitnation Ja gn
exoellent nne for 2 eplendid sapniy of alenr
water, and the presont creamery building
hoaing built on a hank, a csllar entld he
oxcavaied at a very little enat. The aite s
maet oentrally sitnated, the eharehalders
having aoceas to it hy fonr prada, and
heing Muiit In & walley thrre lagiways 5
Imantiful correat of fresh air passing

| theongch the creamery already huilt . there,
An!hﬂ' we wish the- COMPANY~ avers
snocess, and truat that by the aid of their

| energetic aecretary, whnee banks, by the

wav, AT9 A atanding credit t0 hini, the

company may go on to further ancoess.
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A Voice from the Street.
———— " FROM 'MORWELL ADVERTISER"

(By PICKLE.)
JUNE 10 1892

THE ELECTION.
We have been granted severance, and I
"have no hesitaton 1n saying that the election
for the six councillors for the new shire will
take place on Thursday, the 25th of August.
Up to the present there are ten known to be
in the field, who are certan starters, viz.
Messrs. Vary. English, Shaw, Bates, Firmin,
Turnley, Walsh, Murdoch, Murphy and
Muicare. Now supposing no more come
forward there are four to be disappointed.
Who will they be? It is hard to say, and as I
like the lot more or less | am a bit mixed, and

must find solace in music. Hand down the

banjo: —

Vary should go in you know,
For it would be contrary,
To leave him out when none can say,

That he will ever vary.

And English too, it wouldn't be
Quite English don't you know
After Johnny's last defeat
No svmpathy to show.

And Shaw, well, we are sure that Shaw

[s sure to be (etumed :
For Hazelwood will stick to Shaw
Whoever else is spurned.

And then there’s Bates, who states he

hates _
Those candidates who smvel ;
And as for throwing baits for votes

He says it “bates” the dewvil.

And Firmin, too, among his friends,

A firm man still he stands,
And firm he’ll be until his foot

is firm in other lands.

And Turnlev hopes that none will turn,
But stick to him eternally ;

He turned the engineer adrift
No do a turn for Turnley.

And then there’s Walsh and Murdoch,

And Murphv and Mulcare, |
Of vour support we also think

That thev deserve a share.

We'd give them all a verse apiece,
For we have lots of ime

But, truth to tell, their blessed names

Are ugly ones to rhyme.

If Shaw “bates” Vary I am sure
That Bates will swear infernally,

If he’s not sure to be the next,
And followed close by Turniey,

o s o s
ates repent,
They dared oppose aln angel from

|
|

The Heavenly firmament. -~ i

And then there’s Engiish, who has friend
Who're English heart and soul,

Who any they’ll cheer like Englishmen,
When English heads the poll.

And Murdoch, too, has many friends,
And though his name won't rhvme,
The laird will give the field of ten
A rather merry time.

Well, I have finished with the mouth- |

organ. I can't play it any more as there is
someone at the back of the office thumping
the piano to the tune of “Remember or
Forget.” “l sat beside the streamlet” the
song starts, and it has just struck me that it
1S more than probable that those who are
defeated 1n the comng election will make a
beeline for the river to commit suicide or
something of the sort. Now [ don't know who
will be rejected. so before the piano stops
we'll suppose that the whole iot are put out,
and six outsiders get returned. Imagine them
on the banks of the Morwell river. Here
goes: —

“REMEMBER OR FORGET
[Copynight against singing in pubiic. ]

They sat beside the Morwell; they watched
the waters flow:;

And thought of all their reckonings one little
dav ago,

When on the Presidential chair their beating
hearts were set,

Ah, cruel though remembrance is, 'twere
wiser to forget.

Ned's heart was full of suffering; Bates’ voice
was choked with pain;

Tears trickled over Murdoch's cheeks, and
fell to earth bke rain;

And words that rose to Turnley’s bips were
fraught with wid regret,

"Twere madness to remember, 'tis wisdom to
forget;

"Twere madness to remember, ’'tis wisdom to
forget.

Jack English situng on a stump, was staring

at the sky,
There, that's enough of the bamo, I'll have While Firmin dipped his feet mnto the stream
another go on some other instrument. Hand as it ran by;

us down to mouth-organ. Thank you, here
goes: —

There're ten at present startmng,
Their fate must yet be learned,

For Graham says that six of these
Can only be returned.

There’s Vary, Walsh and Murdoch,
Turniey and Mulcare,

English, Bates and Murphy,
And Shaw and Furmin there.

Now what’s the betting who'll be top,
Some say it will be Vary;

Some say that Shaw 1s sure to-be
While others are contrary.

Tom Walsh said beggared if he knew that the
hardships to be met,

For cruel though remembrance was, 'twere
harder to forget;

For cruel though remembrance was, 'twere
harder to forget.

Shaw was starting to go home, for cow-time
had armved,

And Murphy and Mulcare were dragging just
where Vary dived;

“No body vet,” said Murphy; “would God we
ne er had met;

For cruel though remembrance is, 'tis harder

to forget;
For cruel though remembrance is, ’tis harder
to forget. June 10, 1892]
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SOME NOTES ON THE EARLY HISTORY OF MORWELL CO-OP

The Morwell Co-op was estaLlished in 1955. The formation meeting was held in
July of that year. The desire to form a trading co-op in Morwell was brought
about by the successful establishment of a trading co-op at the Richmond power
station. The senior staff of the SEC at Morwell felt that a similar organisation
would be advantageous to the staff at the time, taking into account the large
influx of construction population into the Morwell area in 1955 and that

shopping facilities in Morwell were very limited.

The SEC made available premises in Wallace Street on the one condition that
‘£ it did not succeed in 4 years it should be wound up. [f it was successful
at the end of the 4 years they would have to provide their own premises in the

commercial area.

The first board.of directors comprised - J. Tulloch, G. Jones, Jack Robert,

H. Westgarth, G. Benson, L.Kite, R.Farrington.
The name of the co-operative was the SEC Staff Co-operative Limited.

In the early days it was run virtually with voluntary labour and stacking of
shelves was done at night. Hours of labour were recorded with the idea of
L

reimbursement from profits on a nominal basis. Later (1 think) SEC wages staff

were admitted as members and then the staff of the Gas & Fuel Corporation.

The first employee was Harold Hugenin who came to the (o-op at the close of
D.C. Mills' grocery store which was located on the corner of Tarwin Street
and Commercial Road. Harry had been with D.C. Mills for many years and was

an experienced grocer.
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MORWELL CO-0OP" (cont).

The second emplioyee was Mr Arthur Barrett who had been for some years in the
grocery department of Jenkins'! General Storz, which was located at the corner

of George Street and Tarwin Street.

The next two employees were Mrs W. Rankine and Miss Fay Smythe, and these

four employees continued with the Society until 1959 when the Co-op built

a new store on the corner of Hazelwood Road and Ann Street. Prior to the
building of that store, the Co-op decided to go into petrol and bought a piece
of land from Mrs Vary in Buckley Street and built a small service station on
that property which was managed by Mr Arthur Barrett, and so when the new
premises were built in Hazelwood Road a petrol station was built into the
property at the same time. The design work for the new building was carried
out for the Co-op by Esso through their architectural division. The Buckley"

Street property was later sold to Kelly Bros.

Later the Co-op obtained an option on the adjoining property in Hazelwood Road
from Mr & Mrs E. Nadenbousch and upon the death of these very fine people, the
Co-op exercised its option and purchased the property. This was converted into
a meeting room. The Co-op then bought residential property in Ann Street
and used the house on that property as an accounting department for some years.
That house was later removed and moved to Franklin Street. Ap.the same time

a Laneway between the Ann Street house and the Co-op was transferred to the
other-'sidé of: the property and that property became part of the parking area
existing at the present at the back of the Co-op. The first extension to

the Co-op was a two storey brick and concrete building. It was used for

the furniture department and a hardware department on the ground floor. This

was built on the rear portion of the land bought from the Nadenbousch family.

Subsequently an additional two storey building was built to provide extra

space for the credit co-op (Latrobe Valley Credit Union) and for store room

facilities.


http://www.cvisiontech.com

MORWELL CO-OPERATIVE LIMITED.

Dear Member,

As you are aware, your Society has concluded three successful
years of trading, each year almost doubling the previaus year's figures, and
yet if this expansion is to contimue, 1t is essential that the Society move
into suitable premises extensive enough to permit this growth, with its con-
sequent benefit to shareholdees.

Members who attended the Annual Meeting of the Socliety had out-
lihed to them the plans for the proposed new shop and petrol station premises
on the corner of Ann Street and Hazelwood Road. The Atlantic Union O0il Co.
is enthusiastically supporting us by making available the services of theilr
architects who will design not only the petrol sales section, but the shop
section as well. A sketch of the proposed layout may be inspected 1n the
shop at the moment. Altogether a great deal of time and research has
already been given by the Society's officers so that the facilities to be
provided in the new store will be available at an economical figure and yet
still in keeping with the latest trends in self service marketing.

I3l is estimated that the cost of the newxbuilding will be 1n the
vicinity of £16,000, completely cquipped, and whilst a small part of this
amount may be obtalned from outside scources, the majority of this money must
come from the sharcholders. Your Board of Dlrectors is now asking that each

member contribute some financial assistance towards bringing this scheme to
fruition, We realise that some are not in a position to contribute much, but
even a further £1 share is of some assistance.

The assistance may be in either of two ways:

1. Application for further £1 shares bearing interest at $/ per annum;
The Board'urges those members still holdlng less than 20 shares to
bring their shareholding to at least=£20/—/* and

2. By depositing with the Society funds on short term lean, bearing

interest at rates in excess of 5% per anmum and for the terms and
conditions shown in the attached Offer of Deposit.

Te enclose with this letter both an application from for further
shares, and an Offer of Deposit, and urge that you complete the from sulted
to your requirements and return together with yaur chegque in the envelepe
provided at the earliest opportunity.

The future success of the Society's trading operations depends
upon this expansion, and each shareholder must acccpt the rasponsibility for
the provision of the grecater part of the necessary finance.

Yours faithfully,

for MORWELL CO-OFFRATIVE LIMITED

% | ’ %" . P ,
- E * uﬂ..._..#' IW&!‘&;'\.‘ HI- f\_.-/'\-‘

?

(G, J. Benson)
Encls. CHATKMAN,
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JULY EXCURSION
SPRING STREET WALK - TUESDAY 21 JULY

This RHSV excursion visits, on foot, three establishments in
the vicinity of Spring Street, Melbourne - The Royal Australasian
College of Surgeons, the Royal Society of Victoria and the
Sa!zatlon Army Heritage Centre, all providing their own specialist
guides.

Wemeetat 11.15 a.m. outside the Princess Theatre, cnr. Little
Bourke and Spring Streets. The area is well serviced with trams.
lightrail and buses; nearest station Parliament (Melway 1B P7).
Bring your own lunch (RACS); lunch time tea/coffee and after-
noon tea (S.A. Heritage Centre) provided. Cost $8.00.. payable
on booking with the RHSV no later than Friday, 10 July. Limit 20
participants: early booking advisable.

No. 128 JUNE 1992

ISSN 0157-5740

INDEXING WORKSHOP

Saturday, 19 September 1992, 9.30 a.m. - 4.30 p.m. RHSV
Council member, John Adams, is to hold a workshop for potential
indexers at the Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology Graduate
School, 91 Victona St.

The one-day course includes a basic background to indexing for
historical society collections, and includes some reference to
indexing newsletters, newspapers, photographs and local history
publications. Participants will be ziven a set of notes and will be
sent some preliminary exercises at which they can try their hand
before coming along to discuss their results at the workshop. Cost
$35 - including notes, morning and afternoon tea. BYO lunch.
Bookings with payments to RHSV by | September.

FAMILY HISTORY SUNDAY

28 June 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., Polly Woodside Maritime Park,
Phayer St, South Melbourne. Ph. 699 9760 for details. Displays,
information and short talks on family history research, focusing on
ships and the sea voyage. All welcome. Pirate fun for the children.

The RHSV Library has added to its microfiche collec_:tion the
following from the Registry of Births, Deaths and Marrnages:

The Victorian Pioneers Index 1836-1888, a new consolidated
listing of births, deaths and marriages. The index is inalphabetical
order to eliminate the need to search the indexes ona year by year
basis. A separate Guidebook to the Victorian Index is provided.
Other additions to our collection are Issue 5, 1914-1930 Marnages

and Issue 6, 1941-1960 Deaths.

WOODROFFE INAUGURAL LECTURE AND
BIENNIAL STATE CONFERENCE

See program and enrolment details enclosed with this 1ssue of

History News.

(See Elsie McMaster for application forms if interested).

The 1992 Ztate Conference will be held at Daylesford on Sat.Z26th

and Sun 30th August.

On Saturday, the keynote speaker will be susan Priestley. Her

topic: Peopling Places and Placing the People.
There will also be speakers on mining, forestry and tourism/

mineral water.

Professor Weston Bate will chair a panel discussion.
On Saturday evening there will be a dinner and Professor Geoffrey

Serle will present the inaugural Woodroffe Lecture.

On Sunday morning there will be a choice of two bus tours

Timber Tramways or Macaroni Factory and Hepburn Mineral Springs

Reserve.

Cost (if you pay before July 17): Conference $20.00

Dinner/Lecture $18.00

Bus Tour $14.00
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