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‘ Morwell Post Office — circa 1915

More about the Watson family inside this edition of The Morwell Post

[Photograph — Leo Billington. Charles and Grace interred at Hazelwood Cemetery)
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Obituary.

MR. WILLIAM ROBERT DAVEY

THE death occurred (suddenly) on Saturday night last at his home in Commercial Rd.,
Morwell, of Mr. William Robert (Bill) Davey. He was known to have returned home a
little after 6 p.m. and was found dead by his wife some half-hour later on her return.

The deceased, who was aged 55 years, was born at Murdoch's Hotel Morwell, of which his
father, the late Mr. Charles Davey, was the then licensee. He was educated, at the Morwell
State School and, on leaving, became, apprenticed to a dentist in the town.

He enlisted in the 1st A.l.F. in 1915 and, on going overseas, was attached to the 2nd Field
Artillery Brigade, with which he served in France till the end of the war. He returned to
Australia and was discharged in 1919. He resumed civilian life in Morwell by entering
into a partnership with Mr. E Kleine in a hairdressing and tobacconist business, later
purchasing the old Masonic Hall and there engaging in a similar business on his own
account, which he continued to conduct to the time of his death, with the exception of
having leased the saloon during the last few years to Mr. Clem. Mitchell.

Prior to going overseas, the deceased was a promising athlete in the pedestrian field, and a
playing member of the Morwell Football Club with which he continued his association on
return to Australia. He was one of the original members of the Morwell Fire Brigade and
was intensely interested in that work.

It can be claimed that the deceased was one of the most popular figures in Morwell,
endowed with a charming friendly personality, which won him hosts of friends. Without
becoming actively associated with any particular organisation, he pulled his weight for all
and sporting bodies particularly, over the years and they are deeply indebted to his always
ready and practical assistance.

He is survived by a widow and one son, William, at present in Tasmania. The service at
St. John's Church of England on Monday by Canon R. W. G. Phillips, was followed by a
Soldiers' Service, read by Mr. J. E. Gibson, President of the Morwell R.S.L., and the
laying of poppies on the casket by the large number of returned men present.

As the funeral cortege left the church for Spring Vale Crematorium, it was proceeded by a
party of R.S.L. members who marched two abreast to the Post Office as a final gesture of
respect to their departed comrade.

Morwell Advertiser — Thursday, December 1, 1949
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PRODUCTION

A HALF-HOUR DOCUMENTARY COLOR
FILM OF THE LATROBE VALLEY BEING
PRODUCED BY THE STATE ELECTRICITY
COMMISSION WILL HAVE AN AUSTRALIA-

WIDE DISTRIBUTION.

The film is expected to be completed
befora the end of the year, and will cost several

thousand pounds.

An 5 E.C, spokesman said in Morwell to~
day that although the Commission was producing
the film, actual S E.C.
wonld not take all the lime—light.

Hello
to
you.!

This is the
first issue of your
new Latrobe Valley
NeWSPAper ....... and
The Express is de—
lighted to meet you!

The Express
will be delivered
every Wednesday a—
ftemoon to every
house in the urben
areas of Moe, New~
borough, Yallourn,
Yallourn North, Her—
nes Ook, Morwell,
and Traralgen.

It will be yours
cach week, completely
free of charge, bring—

Latrohe Valley cent—

res.
In addition it will be
distributed  to  the
towns and farms in
the immediate dis—
tricts  of the major
centres.
In all I'he
r“ﬂ('h

Express  will

~ '

g vou news fram AlL

(TLLLLLLLEAL) e

operations in the valley

Last local SEC
film **The Powermakers®
was released about ten
vears ago, but dealt
exclusively with Yall—
ourn.

The Commission
would devote more than
@ third of the film to the
many facets of the
valley, ncluding sch-
vols, sports amenities,
and libraries.

Local industries in the
film will include Yarr—
agon Textle Mills at
Moe, South Eastern Milk =
Iroducts® factory ar 3
Traralgon, and the Gipp- 2
sland Cement plant.

FARMING TOO

The valley's close
attinity with the primary
producer is recognised
m a segment shot ac Mr
Frank Lawless dairy
tarm st Hazelwood.

Photography is by
the S E.C's top Melb—
onrne  cameraman  Mr.
Jim Hayes, and comm—

185 lone o direct
production  is  Sydney
film consultant ~ Mr.
Shan Benson

Mi. Benson told the
Fxpress today he had

been asked to produce a
film  which would give
a *round piceure of

the  Lawobe Valley,
whether it was shown in
Cairns or Perth.

It would have an original
music track, composed,
by an Ausrralian comp-=
oser and played by angz
Australian orchestra.

LOCAL COMMENTS

Latrobe Valley Express, Wednesday, July 14, 1965

[This lead article tells us that history repeats itself as Latrobe City Council now tries in
vain to market our municipality.]
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Church‘l' 00000 .?

SIR,

I have solved the
problem of the Hazel-
wood ~Churchill 1ssue!

We are insmntly
told of how good is the
town of Morwell— with
the Council so ded-
icated to Churchill why
not change the name of
Morwell to Churchilly

What an illust—
rious town it would be.
People living on Snobs
Hill would be calling

their area  Churchill
Towers,  whilst  Se.
Phillips on the Hill

would be known as St
Phillips on the church—
hill.

The aborigine

sectlement  would  be
well suited with the
name Churchilooloo
(We will fight in the
strects).
The main street could
be oamed  Churchill
Place and the Council
Chambers Churchill Hall
There are untold form—
alities in  this field
such as Church—ill for
the Hospital, Chur—chill
for the footy Ground and
Hub and Bub Churchill
for the Council. At rate
notice time the theme
could be **Never before
have so many owed so
much to so few”.

CIGARS FOR CR. HARE

The people of
Morwell  would lose
their 1centity as Mor—
wellites  and  become
Churchillians, a much
better  sounding name
pearing all the digaity
that this town deserves.
Les Hare could be
equipped with Cigars to
hand out on his morning
rounds, and who would

Morwell

an nlrndé tight schedule
: MOE's new pres—
ident, Me. Hemry J.
Kirkwood, has not miss—
ed  one weekly meeting
of Rotary in eleven
years.

His own personal
atendance record is a

NS ] YOArs sSin0T MOT-
well was sponsored by
Traralgon.

Although there
will probnbrv be some
special *21s" funcrion BN
or project, Mr. Kelly
says his part as leadi

« CONT. PAGE 21

true reflection of Moe's
outstanding Rotary
meeting  attitude. The
club has won the dis-
trict attendance title for
the whole of south—cast—
e Victoria and Tas—
mania seven times in ten
years.

Mr. Kirkwood,
married, with four child-
ren, finds in Rotary his
most worthwhile comm-—
unity contribution.

His club over the
years has initiated many
sound Moe organisations
including a horticultural
society, benevolent soc—
icty, and assistance to

Meeting together for ,
youth organisations.

the first time follow-
ing their inductions

Leader of MOR-
last week as leaders |WELL cthis year is well—
of the  Latrebe |known valley identity

Mr. Des Kelly, who has

Valley’s three Rot—
held practically every

ary clubs are (from

left) Moe’s Mr.Henry other tfolio in Mor—
Kirkiwood, Morwell’s |well Rotary with the
Mr 3 exception of the pres—

Des Kelly, and
T'raralgon’s Mr.
Kevin Robbins.

idency.

Mr. Kelly, whose
family has been in bus—

deny Vin Hourigan the 1
right to do a bic of paint-Jj
ing. e |
The imagination
does not have to be
stretched o far to
visualize the By Laws
inspector dressed up in 1
the morning coat and
wearing a bow tie and
topper hat.

COAT OF ARMS

A coat ot arms 1s
easy. What of a photo of
a country

knce and a Bulldog on
the other surrounded by
the Motto "We will go
keep this place a Shire”
It could also have guns
pointing toward
algon and Moe.

happen why nor then
call the new township

in honor of those indig—
nant, brave citizens
who have

[ S -

| WE

with 1 picanniny on one l

beauty contests, or something' [ |
Busiest boy around| related to this coun— |

councillor | town in the next few| wy....if he can find
months will be Gipp— enough days in the
sland Federal Vember | week. .,

through Hell and Fire, tol

1t all this could I

back from his close
S lthe story of the \'nungl
L‘::“;::n ﬂuh ,‘" m,a;" chap who was hll(h_l
;‘_ d ,e Nd R hiking in pourtng rain
I'rar— \"n “ 1 a':"w‘d". 4 N lin the dead of night
' "‘:‘ P! ullk()rm.s ‘":1 nea sWarragul the othe
gues speaker,  an s ? .

- 0 |day. Secems this chap
aoad ks s dar lhad " hitch-hiked from
£ as fa “ 'S » . - -
annual meeting in Oct— Kalgoorlie to Sydiney

out sourh Lawlessy lllvl

opposcdl

authority and taken afffor a portfolio, Nixon

HEAR
TELL

The usual burst of drivel wnich accomp-—
anies selection of a “national costume’
for Australia’s representative as she
blasts off annually for the star—studded
rendezvous with the Miss Universe con-—
test has just been filed away for another
yvear, without any acceptable ‘“‘costume”
coming to light which would reflect our
great tradition. Might we suggest those
desirous of donning a typically Australian
dress for formal occasi ms adopt that of
the original occupiers of this ¢ amtry and
run raund in the nude. We’d win a lot more |

PETER NIXON. Just L A |

from Sydncy to Melb—
ourne, and from Melb-
ourne to Warragul. \usl
heading tor Newbor— I

ober.,

Tipped as the Country
Party's next certainty

ELECTRIC COOK
THAN EVEI

... the secret’s in

Fast magic-coil hotplates are one
of the many advances in electric
cooking in recent years.

They heat up the nstant you
switch them on and glow red hot
in seconds because the electric
clement is actually inside the
spiral metal coil. Magic-coil hot-
plates cook with direct concen-
trated heat. You have precise
temperature control from the
gentlest simmer 1 the most
furious boil.

District Of
TRARALGON -
108-116 Franp

MORWELL -
Caor. Princes F
Morwell.
YALLOURN -
Centreway, Y:

ough to ser his folks

stand as did the peoplclhns stated he’ll be |for the first rime in
of Britain in **Their® happy to address |} ce years, and hcl
Shining Hour*”. sizcable groups on |y a¢ going to make itf]
South—cast Asian even if he had to
JOE BLOW (MORWELL)g problems as they’re | . ..
L--m—----’-----l

Latrobe Valley Express, Wednesday, July 14, 1965

Page 5

MOE -
George Street

The Express, Wed



The following is scanned from a family document, My Memaoirs, 1926 — 1939, provided
by Rosalie Davey. It was written by Maree Robertson [nee Davey]. Maree’s memoirs
cover 11 pages and represent an invaluable insight into Morwell’s community. I plan to
reproduce the pages over, perhaps two newsletters.
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(To be continued in the next newsletter. Space is a premium with so much
historical material at present in my library. Leo.)

We’ll say farewell to Maree’s family for the moment until our next newsletter. The pages
are precious and have been scanned hence the space underneath each page. That is, the
space is not deliberate. More importantly, I hope the writing is legible. Maree’s memoirs
provide a valuable description of a cross section of Morwell’s past socio-economic
culture.

A comment recently passed on to me: “Not knowing our history tells us we don’t
know where we’re going.”

Recommended reading; The Vanished Land; Disappearing dynasties of Victoria’s
Western District, by Richard Zachariah; Wakefield Press; 2017.

I have just finished this book. It had me “hooked”. While it’s about Victoria’s
western district, there are parallels that are obvious in our municipality.

WILL WATSON - was the son of Grace Henderson and Charles Watson [see
headstone above]. Charles was the 7™ child born to Margaret and Robert Watson,
who produced 13 Children, 9 of whom survived to adulthood. Names of those 13
children in order of birth — James, Margaret, William, John, Ellen, Robert, Charles,
Thomas, Agnes, George, Mary, Christina and William. There was another — George
— born to Ellen and an unnamed father. More information in our next newsletter.

Will’s death during World war One was recorded as such:

He [William Dunbar Watson] was registered in the 6" Machine Gun Company. His
death report was made by the “Commanding Officer 20 General Hospital, Camiers,
France — place of burial was Etaples on 5" March, 1917; cause of death — Pleurisy
with effusion.”

Etaples is the largest Commonwealth War Graves Commission cemetery in France
with 11,517 casualties from the First and Second World Wars.

Depending on its cause, pleurisy can be associated with an accumulation of fluid in
the space between the lungs and chest wall called a pleural effusion, or it can be
dry pleurisy, which has no fluid accumulation.

(To be continued in the next newsletter)
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Meeting dates for 2018

21 FEBRUARY - at Hazelwood Road

Please deliver me to:

If undelivered, please return to: 12 Hazelwood Road Morwell 3840

From Our Morwell Cupboard File: 1 reminder that the Research

Room and Library are open on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays and last

Articles and contributions to the Morwell Historical Society “Morwell Post” are welcome from any
source without liability, and accepted subject to editorial approval. The editors reserve the right to
amend/edit all contributions. The editor of the “Morwell Post” cannot be held responsihla£s
quality and accuracy of all information supplied to us. Readers should always check with

of material published, with any queries relating to accuracy of information. All rights re

part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in \P\(‘;,
kY

or by any means, electronic, mechanical, recording or otherwise without the prior con \"
-
Supporters-

publisher.
£PBA £
FINANCIALGROUP LatrobeCity

a new energy
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