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More about the Watson family inside this edition of The Morwell Post  
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Obituary. 

 

MR. WILLIAM ROBERT DAVEY 

THE death occurred (suddenly) on Saturday night last at his home in Commercial Rd., 

Morwell, of Mr. William Robert (Bill) Davey. He was known to have returned home a 

little after 6 p.m. and was found dead by his wife some half-hour later on her return. 

 

The deceased, who was aged 55 years, was born at Murdoch's Hotel Morwell, of which his 

father, the late Mr. Charles Davey, was the then licensee. He was educated, at the Morwell 

State School and, on leaving, became, apprenticed to a dentist in the town.  

 

He enlisted in the 1st A.I.F. in 1915 and, on going overseas, was attached to the 2nd Field 

Artillery Brigade, with which he served in France till the end of the war. He returned to 

Australia and was discharged in 1919. He resumed civilian life in Morwell by entering 

into a partnership with Mr. E Kleine in a hairdressing and tobacconist business, later 

purchasing the old Masonic Hall and there engaging in a similar business on his own 

account, which he continued to conduct to the time of his death, with the exception of 

having leased the saloon during the last few years to Mr. Clem. Mitchell. 

 

Prior to going overseas, the deceased was a promising athlete in the pedestrian field, and a 

playing member of the Morwell Football Club with which he continued his association on 

return to Australia. He was one of the original members of the Morwell Fire Brigade and 

was intensely interested in that work. 

 

It can be claimed that the deceased was one of the most popular figures in Morwell, 

endowed with a charming friendly personality, which won him hosts of friends. Without 

becoming actively associated with any particular organisation, he pulled his weight for all 

and sporting bodies particularly, over the years and they are deeply indebted to his always 

ready and practical assistance. 

 

He is survived by a widow and one son, William, at present in Tasmania.  The service at 

St. John's Church of England on Monday by Canon R. W. G. Phillips, was followed by a 

Soldiers' Service, read by Mr. J. E. Gibson, President of the Morwell R.S.L., and the 

laying of poppies on the casket by the large number of returned men present. 

 

As the funeral cortege left the church for Spring Vale Crematorium, it was proceeded by a 

party of R.S.L. members who marched two abreast to the Post Office as a final gesture of 

respect to their departed comrade.  

 

 

Morwell Advertiser – Thursday, December 1, 1949 
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[This lead article tells us that history repeats itself as Latrobe City Council now tries in 

vain to market our municipality.] 
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The following is scanned from a family document, My Memoirs, 1926 – 1939, provided 

by Rosalie Davey.  It was written by Maree Robertson [nee Davey].  Maree’s memoirs 

cover 11 pages and represent an invaluable insight into Morwell’s community.  I plan to 

reproduce the pages over, perhaps two newsletters. 
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 (To be continued in the next newsletter.  Space is a premium with so much 
historical material at present in my library.  Leo.) 
 

 

We’ll say farewell to Maree’s family for the moment until our next newsletter.   The pages 

are precious and have been scanned hence the space underneath each page.  That is, the 

space is not deliberate.  More importantly, I hope the writing is legible.  Maree’s memoirs 

provide a valuable description of a cross section of Morwell’s past socio-economic 

culture.  

 

 
 

 A comment recently passed on to me: “Not knowing our history tells us we don’t 

know where we’re going.” 

 

 

 Recommended reading; The Vanished Land; Disappearing dynasties of Victoria’s 

Western District, by Richard Zachariah; Wakefield Press; 2017. 

 

 I have just finished this book.  It had me “hooked”.  While it’s about Victoria’s 

western district, there are parallels that are obvious in our municipality. 

 

 

 WILL WATSON – was the son of Grace Henderson and Charles Watson [see 

headstone above].   Charles was the 7th child born to Margaret and Robert Watson, 

who produced 13 Children, 9 of whom survived to adulthood.  Names of those 13 

children in order of birth – James, Margaret, William, John, Ellen, Robert, Charles, 

Thomas, Agnes, George, Mary, Christina and William.  There was another – George 

– born to Ellen and an unnamed father.  More information in our next newsletter. 

 

Will’s death during World war One was recorded as such: 

 

He [William Dunbar Watson] was registered in the 6th Machine Gun Company.  His 

death report was made by the “Commanding Officer 20 General Hospital, Camiers, 

France – place of burial was Etaples on 5th March, 1917; cause of death – Pleurisy 

with effusion.” 

 

Etaples is the largest Commonwealth War Graves Commission cemetery in France 

with 11,517 casualties from the First and Second World Wars. 

 

Depending on its cause, pleurisy can be associated with an accumulation of fluid in 

the space between the lungs and chest wall called a pleural effusion, or it can be 

dry pleurisy, which has no fluid accumulation. 

 
(To be continued in the next newsletter) 
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Meeting dates for 2018 
 

21 FEBRUARY – at Hazelwood Road 
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From Our Morwell Cupboard File:     A reminder that the Research 
Room and Library are open on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays and last 

Sunday in the month, from 11.00am to 2.00pm. 
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