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WELCOME TO THE JANUARY NEWSLETTER

This 1s the first Newsletter for 1987. With the hope that all

readers have a prosperous New Year, the Historical Society wishes

to remind all about some matters from 1986 and advertize some

of the planned activities for 1987.

First some points from our November meeting:

1.

The Society 1s still keen to check with the S.E.C on the
ownership of land on which the historic palm trees are
situated.

With respect to the History competition... perhaps that next
year we nold an open competition (i.e through the L.V
Express rather than through schools.)

A letter has been sent to the Morwell Shire Council re

the desirability of establishing a tourist information centre.

FIRST MEETING FOR 1987 WILL BE TUESDAY JANUARY 20,
7.30 pm COLLINS STREET STATE SCHOOL.

EXCURSTONS -

SUNDAY, JANUARY 18, to Driffield including the site of

the original Merton Rush homestead, site of the tajilest
tree--McDonald's Track, Lawless's historic cow-sh=2d

and the "mountain hut".

This excursion will be led by Mr. Lou Bond, a long-time
resident of Driffield. Members (and friends) are to
meet at the Morwell Arts Centre (0ld Shire Offices),
Commercial Road, at 1.00 pm or at the Driffield Hall

at 1.30 pm. Bring afternoon tea.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22, (tentative date) to Yinnar,
Martin Walker Park, Hazelwood Cemetery -- to be led by

Mr. Andy Coleman. Further details in next Newsletter.

MARCH, proposed excursion to Gunyah. Details to be

arranged at the January meeting.
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6. Mrs. Cafiso reported on the recent "Back to Morwell Bridge"
celebrations and the plans to preserve photographic and
other material assembled for the event.

7. The final meeting for 1986 closed with two novelty events-
a Morwell street names competition and a Latrobe Valley

trivia test. History can be fun.

NOTICE The Boolarra and District Historical Society's museum

1S now open on a reqgular basis, on the first Sunday of

every month, Z2pm to 4pm 1in the old school building,

corner of Irving and Tarwin Streets, Boolarra.
The museum may open at other times by arrangement.
There 1s no admission charge.

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION, re a family named McGrath, who lived
1n Morwell during the war-presumably the period
1939-45. Mr. McGrath was a magistrate or he may have
been 1n the police force. It is believed there was a

son 1n the RAAF.

Further to our i1ntention to explore the history of Morwell
Bridge and Morwell West, this issue contains an article by
Mr. Keith Shepherd. Mr. Shepherd is now 81 but has lost
none of his talents for writing and drawing. On display at
the recent reunion (November 9), was a book of his drawing
and poems which bore testimony to his expert skills. It 1is
believed that this book was titled "Around the Camp Fire
Ashes" (sub-title Tales of 01d Gippsland: a collection of
yarns of life i1in a small country town in the early days of
this century.) by Eddie Clements and Keith Shepherd.

Keith Shepherd's family treeis quite interesting and the

details will be included in the next Newsletter.

Interesting to ponder: Since the Morwell Historical Society
was reformed 1n January 1985, 19 Newsletters have been
published. This will be number 20 and many more will follow.
ls your set complete? The complete collection holds a
wealth of i1nformation and there 1s still more to be recorded.
For example, the planned alterations to Faulkener's Store

on the corner of Commercial Road and Tarwin Street may see

an old town landmark disappear. Photographs could be taken.
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Another school photo from Morwell Bridge School, S.S 2439

situated at Morwell West. These students are from Grades

4,5 and 6. The date is believed to be 1956 .

Front Row: 1, M.Nathan, 2. ? 3. D.McSweeney, 4. 7
2. V. Gardner, 6. T.Slusarczyk, 7.C.Lean

Middle Row: 1. A. Clegg, 2. Janet Kennedy, 3. E.Thurgood,
e C.CuQIie¥y: P+ JiMoyesy 6. 711 7.C.Roster,
8. J.Arbrecht, S¢. ?

Back Row: be N.Grundy, 2. F.Reynolds ? 3. M.Nathan
4. G.Blonquist 5. J.Grech 6. 2?2 7. R.Moves
8. J.Jack, 9. ? 10. 7

Head Teacher Mr. W. Ryan

We may not have correctly identified all the children in this
photo. It is rather hard to do so after 30 years. Some readers
may be able to fill in the gaps and/or correct any errors

we have made. We are also guessing the grades and the vear.
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Bogsun
Battling with Depression

in Morwell-West

— i
Nl e iyt B .. BN

I was familiar with MorwelleBridge from 1925 when I often drove through
on my way to Melbourne, but it was 1929 when I‘commenced work for the
S.B.C at Yallourn, I first lived at the old South Camp, but married
mnarried after some four months and moved to Hoyle Street,Morwell.

But I was to continue working at Yallourn for 295 years; played football
and was a member of their fine® band for fifteen years, so I daily rode

my old push bike along the loose gravel road through Morwell~Bridge.

In 19%2, becoming fed up with the liack of ever owning anything while
paying high rents, I moved out to the Morwell-West area to build for
myself and did it the hard way, stick by stick. Pay day would find

me trundling to Moe in my ' model PFord and there, 1 would load her to
the waterline and trundle homeward over the Haunted Hills,

When on night shift, the sound of hammer and saw would not cease until
hpm. When there was no money, I split posts for fencing. "The front
fence I erected with concrete posts which I poured myself. And one of

those posts still stsnds as a lonely remnant of a town which is no more,

Life was hard, but it was free and unhindered my Morwell Shire which

did not wish it to be there and did nothing to assist.

There were but half a dozen houses on the hill and it was impossible

to ride my push bike down the road for huge potholes, sqo INd carry it

on my shoulder, slipping and sliding in the pouring rain and darkness,
until I reached the 0ld Sale Road. But despite low wages, the assisting
of relatives and the destitute unemployed who regularly called at our
door and never failed to receivela plate of hot soup with bread and
butter, we progressed. Within seven years I had acquired a further

ten acres of land, kept two cows, forty fowl; twelve duck and had a good
vegetable garden, while the old shotgun kept rabbit regularly on the menu,.
Then, dear silvery-haired Mr Coghlan arrived to build the next house.

He apparently needed little sleep and my wife commented on it one day eee
'* You don't sleep for very long,Mr Coghlan?', |

Tom replied with a twinkle in his eye, ' No, but I sleep fast?'.

We grew very fond of Tom and helped him quite a lot,

—

Bventually, Mr Kaye cut up his big paddock and the race was on,
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I was now about to lose sleep myself while organising a Progress Aﬂsocfht-
ion, a bushfire brigade, in registering the name "Morwell-west and battling
for a Post Office while serving on the School Committee, In this , a
good ,s0lid core of the men co-opecrated and the ladies were always there
with hot tea and scones. There was plenty of banter and camerarderie and
we lost plenty of sweat. Indeed, I believe the: hardest day I ever put in
was in the formation of our first street when someone lent a tractor and

I took the handles of the plough to tear up the rock-~hard surface of the
old track. I went where the plough threw me and ached for days afterward.
After we formed our main inlet,"Kaye's Road", Foster Meredith donated a
couple of his trucks to caf%gravel from the old sandpits and we had a
long and reasonable Street, Those sandpits, by the way, were opened for
the building of the Gippsland line #nd my grandfather cartead from them
while sub-—contracting for Miller & James,

It would need a book to tell it all. I witnessed the river breaking into
the Open Cut in 1934; witnessed it at dawn from the top floor of the
Briquette Factory and carried my bike through water to the chin to reach
the railway line to cross a hslf mile wide Morwell River. Six weeks of
drizzle followed by a sudden ten inches of rain was too much. That old
river has never been so robust since., I saw the country from .loe to the
coast burnt black in 1939. It swept over and around our home while my
family sheltered in the well, driven by an 80m.peh wind. Dut while many
homes were burnt down and I lost my poultry and fences, our home survived,

But burnt into my memory are the sights of horses and cattle roaming

around on the blackened ground in search of grass,

The war period, when doubt and reality were hard to sepgrate., imes when
lost planes roared low over the factory at night and landed in a paddock

on Latrobe Road, clipping the tops of pince as they came in. One pilot

told me he had a cupfull of fuel left. But they were lucxy. Some finished
in the sea. Then, there was the crack Ack Ack Unit based at Yallourn Horth,
which would open up and put a pattern of flack around & plane which had

ignored orders by flying over the area. How were we to know it wasn't real?

Proper tribute should be paid to the late Mr Kaye. ltany a Morwell- Bridge
family in dire distress, had reason to remember his generosity in not
sending accounts for milk supplied. At lorwell-Vest, all were aided with
easv payments for cheap building blocks. And, his promise was his bond

and was never overlooked,

There were happy periods, sad moments and times of illness that drew us
together. I have jumped a neighbour's fence to cut firewood when hubby was
down and a load of wood was brought into my yard, cut up and stacked when

T was down mysclf., Your neighbour knew your needs., The kind word and voilce

of cheer were ever present and folk made time for a yarn, It was &a
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place where children grew up loved, wanted and with room to ramble to

heart's content.

And how nice at a recent " Back To " to have folk who were little

babies and children at the same time as our own, so glad to see us,
recall " Shepherd's " pool at the river and to introduce us to their
daughters and grandchildren. They did not forget happy childhood.

How nice to hear the ladies discussing their efforts with their Mother's
Club. How nice to hear recalled, our pride in the new brick, thoroughly
modern school; built only after._persistent pressure on the kEducation -
Department.

And, to top it all, meet again that fine educator " Mw G@dfrey:” who

taught our children in a manner we could only sing praises of.,

There were at least sixty dwellings on the west side of the river when
T left the district, while the population may have reached 1503 a going,
thriving Pastal town, until shortly afterward the State klectricity -
Commission laid the cold hand on it for coal-=winning purposes,

The one really sobering thought I had after returning home from those

recent celebrations, was the fact that I am the last of the senior,

male residents left to write of it.

Keith Shepherd Snr

Ringwood
3=12~86
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Corrections to "Reminiscences of an exXx-resident of Morwell West"

1n November's Newsletter.

Page 1 Paragraph 1 line 6

"unfinished" not "unfurnished®”

Page 2 Lines 3 and 4

The sentence should read, "At the time of our arrival,

there were about 160 students".

Page 2 Paragraph 3

a reunion of ex-residents, not ex-students. ( Of course

1t was a reunion for both but not just a school reunion. )

Apologies for these errors.

Ak kkk k%

Morwell Primary School, S.S 2136 Commercial Road, probably
1925. (Thanks to Mrs. Amy Tibballs, Ollerton Ave. Moe.)
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. Lt the district and caused
- ugust 1959 a terrible storm hi |
mwmwﬂ &m%MMM%Mﬂdﬁm windows of Mr, and gﬁmq b, Mildenhall's WO%Mm&MMm
mpaiﬁ in The sudden strong current ﬁw wind nmcmmﬂ.aﬁmmmﬁﬁ wo -
blow ummm the open fire and caught alight thus mmanwwm . Mmmmﬂwsm
house The home was one of the early ones of the distric
previously been owned by Mr. Joe Cranwell,

indugtry -~ After the war the 3.£.C. started work on the Morwell
Briquette Factory and the Open Cut.

It was necessary to buy several farms - Nillia.son, mmwﬁwm_ﬁﬁm
=i L : iedew, Caughey were so
; 3 HHQQH- m FAO Hgmm y m ® OH-MWHHémHH ¢ € -‘ ..u .
MMMMWEooaﬁzmmdb sides A hill was cut away to get aoMﬁmnmnwnmﬁms the
moﬁmﬂmdponm and in .the firast 2 ycars mHm apwwpobjémdw +ﬁ 88e T
project came to a standstill for some time, Material was _
a period until the work continued.

The Lurgi Gas Plant also startcd on Wmdanmw %me wMMmewm a big
. = 3 the brigquettes .
conveyor belt was erected to carry e P e F
tte ractory to nake the gas. ;m.ﬁwm =
mmwwmwmﬁa coast caused this costly vaMmod to mHammwmnmammmwwwwwwnmdom.
men of it is being used as an engineering project by z

. . - hock the district in its

€ 1lncident at the Zas and fuel s 1
mmuwwommwm Ne nave been told that because Hﬁ.ﬁmmwmcwmmwwm WMMMWwQWGW

. L | _ ¢ ¢ wa3 a miscalcul:
and tuilt to 3erman neagurements thers w ﬁ . - ~ g

d 2 losion #as caused,

| anging to imperial neasure and an exp Lor | :
wwwwwnmm mmmoapw 24 hours before the Duke of rapnwcﬁma tmmogwmﬁmma
of'ficially open the plant in H@mm._&zmn ne was also here
the Olympic James in felbourne. .

The change in the district from rural to Hsaﬂmwwwmwﬁzmw very
hard for farners wno had worked the land from native wﬁw mﬁwo X
productivity to have to sell undep pressure to allow industry
take over,

. + . 'r. James ‘atson
e of the families affected was ;mnmomma A,

amwﬁwmw sartha Graham and arrived in bﬂmaﬁmkpm Mwomowmwwmmwm Mmewwm-n
) 74, They went to dalmsbury and then care to i |
MWmWwﬁwﬁs aﬁownvwwﬁamn and selected land one mile from wmmwmwwm e:mwm.
¥ere five children - Jane, Jaaes, gm%Mﬂwmd_wwmwwm wwmpmw HMM nﬁm e
. ther died in 1886 and after a few ¥yea ¥ .
MWM Mwnﬂwno Helbourne where the girlis nﬂox up omﬁomnmm %mww:mwwwpnm.
i e et omnﬂmwHmm-acmHanoMWMwmwawma Mmdm%vammdwma,

at the age of 18, Isaac too Up p & _ g
MMMﬂMmam back mo the farm where he remained for several wwmwmﬁmw mMmQ
property is now 3.E.C. land. Isaac bought a property in Tra: aa
in 1918 formerly known as Flewins.

Af'ter his death in 1937 the farm was owned mwaUMm ﬁmwmwwmmmmmmwM
(¥r9, Ken Cranwell) till it was acquired by the U.M.H..muom
now the site of ¢cngineering works owned by Di Fabrizio °
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A, Cranwel} and Mr, B

Anothepr Family wasg the Porters,

Donegal, Irelangd in 1839

'Chancellor' ang first farmed in the falmnsbury district where he
married Margaret McPherson Tolmie in 1883, In 1874 he selected
"faryvale Park', They had a family of 11 children - Villiam, Harry,
Maggie, Robert, James, Alexander, Agnes, Ernie, Zilda, Arthur angd
Fanny. Arthur mappiegd Jean Copeland of Traralgon West at Traralgon
Presbyterian Church in June 1911, Their family congisted of

9 children - Isobel, Robert, bpmxmbamdmamo.v. Jessle and Heatherpr,

Robert carried on the family fapmn and he and hiag wife, who was

ur of Traralgon, and their 6 children
continued to live there until the S.8.Ce took it over, They then

ing's PLOpPerty about 4 mileg further south

xw;moamddwowamﬁ ¥as born in
« He arrived in Victoria by the ship ' -

ln Bolding's Road,

muhnthmenn - On Umomacmﬁ_HMnU. 1928 3 deeting was held in
fdazelwood fechanics with a view to orming a Bugh Fire Brigade.

Mr. E. Sanderg ¥&8 appointed Captain and Yp, J. Mclnnes wasg elected
mmoumumwx\aﬁmmmcumw.

Subscriptions were 5/- for landowners ang /- for nen-landownerg,

mGWmnanmeﬁmwm: m.onmbmw. J. HdclInnes, g, sanders, A. Cranwell,
J o Macreadie, J, Ellisg, v, <axwell, R, denderson, w, McKenzie,
e Dempsey, H, furnell, A, Jones, A, Firmin, Clark Brog,,

T. Clark snr., 3. Jones, I, Tanner, w, Firmin, R, Furnell, cC. Tannepr
Re Tanner, w», Judd, T. Black

ack, J, Bolding, P, 3olding, 4, dentschel,
J. Matson, W, Aedew, ©, Jones, V, dourigan, D, Cook, A. forter,
Farmer Brog, - these were lando

L. Ellis, w. Sanders, D. Cran

?

¥ell, K, Cranwell, A. Cranwell wepe

At the next neeting of the Brigade on January2nd, 1929 boundaries
: the same today (1976),

It was moveqd By Bolding, secondedq R
Furphy fire cart be purchased, Ar. A. Cranwell ¥as8 tne caretakep of
the watep tank. The price O0f the watep cart ¥as £350 less, discount

for cash in 30 days of £1/10/- naking the price £28/10/- plus freight
of £1/0/4,

. Jones that a do. 10

The Brigade waa reforned in 1949 vith D,

Cook ag Captain and
arnett hwacﬁmzmznm.

Captaing - 1328-29 Es 3andersg mmodmdmww\ﬁaammﬁwmum -

1942-55 D. Cook 1928 J. Mclnneg
1985-51 e Woolacott 1943-52 N. Barnett
1961-37 « untep 1952-67 Ce Jones,
1357-69 Ce JOnNeCs 1367~ M. Cranwell
1969 - Ke Rae

A, Cranwell ¥ag treasurep
in 1943 and 1344,

- 15945-658 O-ba HUDEﬁmOu
Harold Jones,

Apparatus Officers - 1929 A. Cranwell
1965 -



http://www.cvisiontech.com

	3-1-1.jpg
	3-1-10.jpg
	3-1-11.jpg
	3-1-2.jpg
	3-1-3.jpg
	3-1-4.jpg
	3-1-5.jpg
	3-1-6.jpg
	3-1-7.jpg
	3-1-8.jpg
	3-1-9.jpg

