MORWETL BISTORICAL SOCIETY
HEWSICTTER

published monthlp, except Becember
Meetings: 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7-30pm
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Hon. Secretary: E. McMaster Phone (051)341149

WELCOME TO THE AUGUST NEWSLETTER

We have received a reply from Morwell City Council to our
request for storage space - (it's reprinted inside) - and hope-
fully the proposed meeting will produce results!

Sacred Heart Catholic Church will celebrate its centenary next
month. As part of the celebrations, Mr. Dennis Quinn has put

together a history of the St.Patrick's Day Races which were a

feature of Morwell life for many years.The original article appeared
in 'Catholic Life' August 1992 and is reproduced here with the kind

permission of Mr.Quinn.

The big news in August 1892 in Morwell was the election of the
first Shire Council, which was reported at length by the 'Advertiser’
in that months's editions. "Pickle" (probably Editor Turnley) wrote

a poem describing the contest.

Guest speaker at our August meeting will be Mr. Des Bennett who
will speak on the longstanding connection with Morwell of the Bennett
and Quigley families. MEETING DATE - TUESDAY AUGUST 13.

*%% PLEASE CHECK THIS BOX [:::]

If there is a red tick in it, we have no record of having

received vour subscription and this will be the last newsletter you
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Telephone: (051) 34 4744
Facsimile: (051) 34 3368
Ausdoc No.: DX 84011

Mrs. L. rcMaster

Hon. SecCretary

Morwel! Historical >ocirety Inc.
2 Harold Street

MORWELL 3840

e e s D

Dear +rs. McMastor,

[ reTer to vour iectar i o June 1982 addressed to the Mayor
concerning the Histericai Society's accommodation requirements
and advise that the Mavor has asked me to respond to your
request.

[ have had extensive discussions with members of the Society
over recent months and am well aware of the extensive and
valuab'!e Historical resources contained within the Society's

archives.

As I understand it, your accommodation requirements include
appropriate archive storaage for documents and photographs with
the possibility of accommodating larger items and artifacts in
future. Suitable exhibition space to exhibit historical
displavs from time to time also appears to be a high priority
with the possibility of a suitable meeting facility as well.

On the bhasis on the information provided to me [ have made a
number of enquiries which have included the former 5t. Marys
Angiican Church in Chapel Street, the availability of space
within the Morwell Librarv or the former Town Hall building.
To assist in defining your needs more precisely [ suggest that
we meet in fhe near future to consider vour detailed
jccommodation requirements and to assist in this process [ have
included a questionnaire and would seek your assistance 1n
oroviding information requested. I then suggest that we meet
together to discuss what options may be available and take the
necessarv action to secure appropriate storage facilities.

[ must commend the Society on the valuable support given to
hoth the Council's Centenary Committee and to Stephen Legg 1n
the production of our historyv and more particularly for the
interesting photographic exhibition mounted for the (entenary
Community Day. The enormous wealth of information contained
within vour records was =2vident on that occasion and I share
your concerns to urgentlv seek appropriate accommodation for

these recoids, Lo guarantee their survival.

I look forward to meeting with you in the near future to
consider your accommodation needs.

You:;i?aithfu11y,
7 g
o

,.-"f, o " J_/ ' -
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.'Ii / i | !

A./R. BAWDEN

Mahager-Administration & Planning
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THE DONALDSON AND IRVING FAMILIES

Guest speaker at our July meeting was Mr. John Irving of
Woodside. His topic was the connection of the Irving and
Donaldson families with Morwell, which goes back to the 13/0s

David and Catherine Donaldson came to Australia in 1853 from
Scotland and, after spending some time in Melbourne and Matlock,

came with their family to Morwell where they ran a store in Tarwin

St. for many years.
John Irving, namesake of our guest speaker came toO Morwell in

1879 as first teacher of the new Morwell State School. two of
his sisters were also teachers in the district last century.

Mr. Irving described the visit he and Mrs. lIrving paid to
Scotland and quoted extensively from letters, newspaper reports,
census figures, advertisements etc. to illustrate his talk. It
is not possible to do justice to his most interestling account
without giving a complete transcript but a cassette recording

of Mr.Irving's talk is available for loan to members.

- - - - . . . . - - - - ' ' - - - - - - e - - - l - - - -

Juppierert Lo theMorwell & Mertoo bazelte”
"y - Dec. IR

A DONALDSON, General Merchsnt and Wine and Spirit Merchant, Morwell.
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St Patrick’s

The fact that Morwell, which hasn'ta
racecourse, once hosted the premier Race
Meeting in Gippsland, may come as a surprise

lo many but certainly not to the elders amongst

us like Keane Barry, whose father played a
leading role as Secretary of the Morwell St

Patrick’s Day Race Club back in 1902 soon alter

itwas first formed as a Sacred Heart Parish
initiative.

This abbreviated extract from the Advertiser

of 18t March 1904 gives reab insightinto this
et and of its inportaiee to the whaole
Morw el commurnn

Frinay. Marcr 18, 19041

- . - ——

MORWELL ST. PATRICK'S
DAY RACING CLUB.

A SUCCESSFUL MEETING

OFFICE-BEARERS

Patrons — The Hon. A. Mcl.ean, M.H.R., Hon.
S. Vary, M.L.C., Thos. Livingston, M.L_A.,
and W.F. (’'Grady (President of Morwell

Shire Counail).
President — Mr John Hall J. P.

Vice Presidents — Messrs John Macmillan and

Joe Keogh.
Judge — Mr John Halil.
Starter — Mr John English.
Clerk of Course — Mr J. Daly.
Clerk of Scales — Mr John More.
Handicappers — Prncipal

Keogh and W. Applegate.
Measurer of Ponies — Mr Jas. Jensen.

Stewards — Messrs J. Hall, Jos Keogh, ].
Macmullan, J. Jensen, C. Smyth, T. Scanlon,

W. P. Chnstian, C. Marsden and N. McLean.
Executive Committee — President, Vice-

Presidents, Secretanes, Messrs J. Jensen,
C. Smyth, A. Keegan, M. Flemung and T.
Moalloy.

Saddle-cloth Steward — Mr R. Noy.

Groupd Committee — Messrs C. Qurk, Thos.
O’Rouke, P. Dempsy, J. Young, T. Amold,
§. O'Gorman and J. Sullivan.

Hon. Surgeons — Dr. Smith (Morwell) and Dr
Spnng (Traraigon).

== 1900-1935

| Events: Mr Jas.
Shorten; Trot and Ponies, Messrs Joseph.

The officials carmned out their duties in a most
praiseworthy manner, more especially the
starter (Mr English) who had the happy knack
of always effecting a good start, with but little
trouble, and also got the fields away at the time
stated on the programme. This 1s an example
that other starters would do well to copy. The
judge’s decisions were never once questioned
and although there were al umes rumors of

protests, none were entered, which speaks for
itself.

large marquee. ) _
excellent, but the attenton received from the

ladies, was far above ordinary. Among the ladies
controlling were the Misses Haiz, Fitzgerald,
Conley, Meadames Keegan, Williams, O'Rourke
and McDonald. The publicans booth was also
well patronised. During the day the Mirboo
Brass Band played some selections and a
pleasant day was spend by all present.

_,_*——_—__

The history of St Patrick's Day Races al Morwell
is a story of great human interest. ltis a story

of imagination, excitement and fun which
brought a quiet country town and its
surrounding rural district together. lt1s the
siory of an event and an era now 80Ne but
rernembered with warmth and affection by
those who were privileged to be a partolit.

Er 0 ] Coletran, ' was sk lhesia
Mo el from 1892 to 1913 and a yiled
orsaniser, was the dniving force behind the
Race Club and the highly successiul St
Patrick’s Day celebrations at Morwell. His plan,
[l opported by Bis partshioners, wWas l“,

social events in which the whole community
would become involved and take pride.

The first step was the formation of the
Morwell St Patrick's Day Racing Club to
organise and conduct the race meeting itself.
Next, a committee was formed to arrange a
Grand Concert in the evening after the Races
featuring top artists from Melbourne and
Gippsland and after that a St Patrick’s Day Ball.
The same Morwell Advertiser of 18 March 1904
had this to say about the St Patrick’s Day
Concert and Ball.

As a fitting termination to the day's sport, a
concert and ball was held in the Mechanuc’s hall,

in the evening, and proved a greal success
financially and otherwise. Mr Dave Gardner
proved a host in himself, and was heartly
encored again and again for his comic contn-
butions. Mr Renwick was likewise most suc-
cessful with his songs “Killarney”, “The Village
Blacksmith”, and “The Dear Little Shamrock”,
receiving an enthusiastic encore on each oc-
casion. The lvanoff Bioscope, manipulated by
Wr Gibson was all that could be desired, and the
thrilling and life-like pictures produced will not
soon be forgotten by the audience.

Hon. Secs. — Messrs ]. B. Hoyle and R. Barry.

The annual meeting of Morwell St. Patnck’s
Day Raang Club was held yesterday, and passed
off most successfully. The weather, although of
a threatening aspect, kept fine throughout and
there were no accadents to mar the pleasure of
the day. The attendance was exceptionally large,
among whom was Mr F. C. Mason (who intends
to be a candidate at the forthcoming elections),
and many other old identities. The ladies were
well represented, and a number of pretty and
becoming dresses were to be seen. Bookies
were galore, and any who fancied they knew the

winner before the race, had no dificulty n
investing their cash.
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ST.PATRICK'S DAY RACES

Some years later a St Patrick’s Day Parade was
added down Commercial Road to the
Racecourse in Driffield Road. “The Time
Before” an earlier history of Sacred Heart
Parish records that Father McMahon who
succeeded Fr Coleman as Parish Priest from
1913 t0 1916 is well remembered as a rather
inelegant equestrian, who invariably led the St
Patrick’s Day processions down the main street
to the old racecourse in Driffield Road astride
his favorite grey.” |

The whole idea was immediately successful
attracting people from near and as far away as
Melbourne as its reputation spread. Initially the
Race meeting was established at Yinnar. The
attached extract from the Morwell Advertiser of
17 March 1893 is evidence enough. It was
transferred to Morwell about 1900 fitting 1in with
Fr Coleman’s plan to involve the whole
Morwell comimunity.

-
e
m S

YINNAR RACE CLUB
ST PATRICK’S DAY,

MARCH 17th, 1893.

T0 BE RUN UNDER V.R.C. RULE.

OFFICERS.

PRESIDENT, F. C. Mason, Esq, VICE PRESI-
DENTS W. Murphy, Esq. T. Walsh, Esq.
PATRONS. Hon. W. Pearson, M.L.C., Hon. G.
Davis M.L.C.. ]. Quigley, Esq., JUDGE. Geo.
Firmin, Esq., STARTER, [. Walsh. CLERK of
COURSE. J. Quigley. CLERK of SCALES. D.
Denaldson. STEWARDS, Messrs. J. Keogh, W.

icis, W. Eduney, J. Quigley, A. WillLuns, T.
Keogh, T. Butler, W. Nicol, J. Cabir, ). Boyle,

TN ., T L W R oy g
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(cont)

The roces

attracted considerable coverage in the press on

the day but also in the lead up to St Palrick’s
Day also discussing each event in detail in the
weeks and months which followed.

Earlier on, of course, the Parish of Sacred
Heart Morwell included Traralgon, Leongatha
and Mirboo North all of whom were therefore
an integral part of those celebrations. It is not
difficult to imagine the excitement at Morwell
as people began to arrive in the town from near
and far whilst a special train brought in
hundreds of racegoers from Mirboo North,

Boolarra and Yinnar plus bookmakers, owners,

trainers, strappers, stable hands, jockeys and
horses and the Mirboo North Brass Band
whose popular music provided a carnival
atmosphere to the whole day.

In the 1920's and early 1930's the fame of the

St Patrick's Day Race Meeting and celebrations .

at Morwell had spread to the metropolis. A, .
special train from Melbourne added to the
excitement and success of the whole venture.

Lou Bond and George Buckley remember
the attraction and the excitement of the
occasion around the 1920’s when as kids they
wagged it from school rather than miss such
a great day and the chance to eamn some good
pocket money if they were lucky enough to
help lead the horses in. Lou Bond's dad was
Clerk of the Course at that time resplendent in
his red coat, black corduroy riding breeches
and boots to match.

A little later on Jack O'Callaghan reniembers
riding horses as a young lad in the various
events. The attached historical photograph of
the President and Officials of the Race Club

was taken at the Racecourse at Morwellon 17

March 1930.

The course itself was located in Jensen’s
paddock where the Old Driffield Road football
round used to be just over the narrow gauge
EC railway line west of Driffield Road where
it meets Langford Street and Polden Crescent.

As a further indication of the fame of this
Race Meeting, it was at about this time that it
attracted the presence of the notorious
Melbourne gangster Squizzy Taylor. The rest of

this story is contained in the attiached earticle.

Eventually around about 1935 the St Patrick’
Day Race Meeting and its attendant events
petered out. Col Hower and Frank “Spec
Connolly and Brian and Des Kelly remembe
using the old racecourse in the late 1330's t«

hone their motor bike riding skills.

Later there was talk of getting it going aga
but the War intervened and in the disastrous
bush fires of 1944 the old racecourse was
burne: to the ground and with it went ali tra
of a pc-pular sporting arena which had serve
Morwdll and it’s people so well for such a la

lime.

b}
TO “SQUIZ

A MAN who once stopped Meibou
gangster Squizzy Tayior anad his fnenas i
antenng a Morwell race meeung died
Thursqaay.

He was well-known Morwell businessm.
Mr Patnck Percy (Perce) Keily, 87.

At the time Mr Kelly was secretary o1
St Patnck's Race Day Committee, wr.
position he heid until closure of the Mon..
track.

On being forewamed that Squizzy Tav
and his fnenas were on thew way o
meeting, Mr Kaily stood reaagy at the gaie
meet them on amval.

He toid them they couid not attend
meeting.

Despite threats, he ensured that -
crimmnal and his mates did not enter -
course.

For some years later Mr Kelly's men:
were apprehensive about his satety -
Parce was to outlive Squizzy by 40 years
movre.

Fooballer

Mr Keily eamed another niche to fame
the sporing wornd — as a young man
played with Cartton’s first 18. Carton was ¢
birthpiace.

He came to Gippsiang 52 years ago to .
the Traraigon stock and staton agency
McLaan and Hill.

A short time |ater he was appoint
manager of the fum's brancn at Morwe
where nNe resided continuousiy for 50 yea

He retired as the firn’'s Morwell mana..
when well into his 70°s.

In his eany Gippstand days he was a not:
cricketer, being a first class wicketkeeper .
also more than handy with the bat.

On one memorable occasion he liftea T
pall rignt over the pawiion at Traraig.
Showgroundas.

He was a crack shot with the Morweli C:
Club for many years. He also was no me.
boxer. Deing a spamng partner of =
Grimes, triple Empire Champion.

He was a foundation memper oOf
Morwell Waterworks Trust. Morwell Sews
age Authonty and the Latrobe Valley Wa.
and Sewerage Board.

Mrs Kelly, three sons and a daugn’
SUrvive him.

The sons are Bran Patnck. Desimc
Percy and Frank Donald. ail of Morweil, <
the aaughter is Alison (Mrs K. Kenneayi,
Canperra. One son Kevin John. is decease

The funeral on Saturgday foliowed

requium Mass in the Sacred Hearth Chur:
the cortege moving to Hazeiwood cemeie:
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THE BELECTIONS.

() e e

MORWKI.L

TIHEK SHIRE.

According to the provisions of the Lo-al
Government Act, the municipal clertious
throughout the cniony tnnk piae Yesterday.
The excitrment over the s-deciton of »ix
candidates for the first; Morwell
which has been running high for some time

council, .

past, reached its' culwinating point about
eight o'clock last uigut, when the returning
oficer (M. C. W, gowlutt) officially
declared from the Joor of the Mechameces the
¢lastion of six gentlsme=n in the order named,
to Sl tue 81X seats contested, nittacty —

SHAW, DONALD ... oo 4372

CENGLISH, JUIIN ... .. 398
MURDOCH, WILLIAM ... 384
MURPHY, WILLIAX e
KELLEHER, EDMUND .. 353
MULCARE MICHAEL .. 311
VARY. SAMUEL ... .. 301 l
FIRMIN: GRORGE... .. 268 |
WALSH, THOMAS... By 1
TULLOCH, WILLIAM .. 168 i
GODRIDGE, HENRY R Y

All day long.the pros. and cons. of the
election were discusscd, aund a good deal of
speculation went on as to who would be at
the top of the poll, the names of D, Shaw

- and Kelleher being most frequently used,.l
However, wheu Mr. [Howlett declared tbc.i
rcsult, the cheers were loud and long, for. it |
was & popular win, althvugh not quite as
most peuple expscted. As & matter of course .
many in the anxious and interisied ¢rowd ;
-which awaited the ufficial annoouncement (as .
8001 38 it waS mad-:), En w 4] about it-, and 1
felt couﬁd-:ub_ from the V.ry ﬁrut.tha_t the. )
gentlemen .whods names weype 5nn0unr:t:d|i
by Mr. Howlett, would be retorncd. Buch
wouald-be prognosticators, Bowerer, eviaently .
did not, |ast erening at amy rate, * s-06 thi:m- -
- selves in the light that others saw them."
[n Motwcil threughout tne darv, it might as
we!l have baen recoguised as a c.use holiday
for all the business that was dcne. Although |
the various stores -and yenefal business
places wers open, there seemed bat little |
inclination on the part of anvone for
wourk, preference being given to specalation
ona the chances of the reepective candidates.
whose merits and demerits were fully and |
freely discussed by ratepavers congregatcdi
in little knots at the street corners. boteli
dours. and geuneral rendizvous of the towh.i
In the outlyioy districts of the shire, within |
¢he vicinity of the various polling buoths,
pretty mmuch the same thing occarred, bet-
tinz was bvretty freely ineddulged 18 on the
result, naod a fair amount of money changed

candidates towards each other

"ADVERTISER"
1892

MORWELL
AUGUST 26,

fandds. Ay suowing how wid.ly, onigien
diff:red, howerer: it need onlvy by ma itioned

teac ng long odids were indulg -d in, - Not the
t ieast pleasiog feature to ricor {n eonuection
; with the elcction i3 th: fr oud y. fecling

which hasg bean maunifest-d Ly the various:

?A'”td while®

-the -unsuccessful candidat' s ‘could not have
. {e ¥ othier than disappoint d ar Leluy placed
a0 1w on the poll, tner el Tovk their de.

feat mo«t gracefully, anl. man:foitel th-.
"aam; gnoti fc:eling' Lﬁw:n'l“_lé"' uur’ Ii:':lw‘ ‘Ct“)uu-
- ctllors which bad characterised  their candi-
" dature from the Best, .

- Altbouxh the p.i1 ¢losed at “0ir o':lock .
it wus fully half past suren before the poll
was declared by tue Returning effizer. ({1
the meancime at Lrief intervala m-» ¢ 1gars
arrived frum the outlaving Jistricts with
the 10t irus from the respecrive bLooths aurd
82 Ok aB3ther arrived the grcatest imrorest
was manifested, the frivnds of the re:pective
candidates deaonetrating the deli:h. when

' their man headed the list. By the t me the:

Motwell r.turns were tade an consid :rably
over a hundred persons had congregamd )
aronnd tite door of the Mechunies' tbe
openinyg of which, by the returning officer
was greeted with loud clteers,  Mre, Howlett

Cstepped forward and merely anueoanced the

 number of voter
| al thio Morwell haoth,

polled by eaca candidate.
Tre foliowiny how-
ever ary the compicte returus frowm adl parta
uf the shire 11—

COUNCILIORS,

‘ )
e B O SN AT
© ¥ . c = "
r 7 4@ £ §§ 3
= g9 'R I E-B-k

2 = m A 8 = X
Shaw 230 19 29 19 28 b1 6 432
English 229 15 38 19 42 47 8 3898
Murdoch 248 9 36 15 40 31 5 884
Murphy 167 12 86 14 25 68 14 387
Kellcher 247 11 33 14 0 3t 17 8513
Mulecare 206 7 18 16 25 30 9 811
Vary 178 9 23 23 25 37 & 30l
Firmin 129 7 47 18 3 59 @& 2AR
Walsh 114 18 85 5 4 69 19 259
Tulloeh Y17 6 21 3 2 12 T 1AR
Godridge 83 3 4 - ¢ 2 7 0 112

AUDITORS.
A 4

- E <« B O @ .
s B2 L =T 8 4§ 2 %
B ¢ X g = a Y o
E & 2 ¢ 4 =
o Dk 2 Q x A
Donaldson 149 1 63 18 16 74 20 339
Harris 1380 7 18 8 22 17 2193
Miller 12815 15 18 86 9 O 133
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are, of the most arderly character. Josplarity
and:- @0 natured barracking counteracted
the tediowsness of the four houts' waiting
for the reauit., As s39n as the result wae
made known, a reneral move was madd for
Commaerecial mad, where Kallaner's and
Murdach’s hotnla wera immadiately crowded. |
~while thnea wha conld not find renm incide,
| abount equally divided themaclves in fronpt
of tha two honsas namel. Rpaelilv severs!
candidates apncarei on the Club hotel bal.

- T b e L -'-
' Oy T 2elaTR TiAnhT fnths mrbenanas S

the ! @ 1012 cnonferred. ;
~ Mr, W, Murphv an coming forward wae
landly chaered. }a xaid he desired to thank
them for the verv liheral aupnort thev had
nccorded him tnt dav, and he promised to
nae his haat endeavonm to merit the confl. |
dance thay had repaead in him, and traected
that {n the fatura they wonld @nd he had |
done st *h jnatice tn them ngte warrantthem |
in cantinuing to him thair anpport, 8|
L—-11:3=rﬁd to thank kath thos®s wha votel for |
41 thea D)) vntad qui!uf him, (Cheers) |

Mr. M. Mulcare prcelved a sp'~ni'qd
oration, I{e wiahs! to thank th grainarely
far tha hanor ther had dona him by returm
ing bim ar their renpasantntive |n. the
Mareall eonncil. Yo lonoke! unan ' hia
aandl latnra as an nnhill ane, inpamuey ae ho
WAk A RIPANQEP ta A preat many of them ' Yals

tharelore ha cnnsidarad hias vimtnpe. all: the
grealar’ Ha thanked fhem far tha aanfidanas |
they hact n'a wd In him, and wanld enidqa o
o hin utmast ta dischap @ tha. dutiea falrié |
~and hanaat]e and he tenated ha wanld Aon.
tinna to merft that confidanoalfe@n onrca-
ai‘on Arnay that he shonld come heforg tham
again for alaction, ha woul® ' in A" nakittan"
to plve thera an acenunt af his. at vratidship ‘
withant haing afraid ~® tha preanlt,

Mry J. Encliah met with a great renen.
tion,  He thanket tue ratepivers far tha
“ “zh honour thev had conterred an him that
night. and falt that he Wat ae0ond to a hettar
mad, An far ac he was onndernad the alee.

tion had haen fanght oat withoat any prpe
feellnes. He lully anprecinted the homour

' dona him, and fals it mnre nnder present
circumatanaan, e lonked upon himesl? as
no batter than those whn wréte pladed lnwear
than him on the poll, The tatepavers might
ia fulnre put in Rame of thoes grownt [Dwer
candidates ahaad ot him. He wanid ever
look after thair intercat, and not give them
an apportunity of placing him lnwer on the
poll, Ha acain thanked them aincarele, and
astured them tha' thele confidenco wonld
never ba misvlaced. I ol

Mr. K. Kelleher waa loudly cheered. Ha?
thanked them vere sincerelv for the honor!
they had conferrel an him he glueting him -
" as & councillor, Ha nevor had anv amhitinn
' to be higher than he was that night, (Ile
was spsaking from hinnwn halcony, Heaven
{s further up. an Mr, Kellgher, acsarding to
hie awn aseertinn, doesa’t want to gn ther.)
Be was fourth oa the poll, Ie had

.-.-lq_-.-

-ﬂ;l- -..‘-f'- Y BF W dmr e A
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The crowd was ae Worwaell crow ls always | the. Elections

(cont)

"ADVERTISER" August 26, 1892

to ecuwest the elaction in a strange distriet
| where be was not known, namely, Darlimurs.a
| witcre he polled no votes, and that was the
| cange of hia heing o low on the po!l. He
| was porfeetly «a'i-ficd, and Lop-d ther ha'
| returned the six oest men, He again wisned

te thank tacrn. (Load cheers).

| M, G, Firoin desiredd to thanik all who
voted for him, lie had represented thew for

| twelve vears, aud aithough one of the

defeated candidates on the present oceasion,
he was satisficd that the election nad been

fought out in a {riendly sapirit. e thanked

those who voted for him and those who did

not,

I Mr. T. Walsh said that as one of the
nneuccestful carndiates he had very much
L]l asure in thankiog them for the support

thav bad aceorded him.  Althougn nrot one

- of the ehos:n oues. he thanked Morwell and

surroundings for the unanimoas vote they

! had piven him. He did not feel in the least

crest-fallen for being one of the five def-ate:d

oucs. He hoped the ratepavers bad done

Cjustice in returning the six besi men out of

'lhe e:e’en. He only hoped ther would
merit tne confidence repused 1in tuem tnat
doy; and pussibly he might come before them

~on xome future eccasion.

The following returned thauk<« from the
baleony of Davey's hotel:—

Mr. D. Bhaw ou stepping forward svas
vaociferoualy cheered., He thauked them four
the honor dorne bim iu placing him in the
proud position in whicnh he stoud that night,
namely, at the top of the pudl., He assured
thew he would discharge the duties faithiuily
/ a8 he realle had the interest of the rate-

>avers at large at heart, and be would do

I{Jil utinost to serve them faithfully, He

owed especial thanks to the ladies (laughter)

and be siucersly thanked them and the rate-
payers gencrally for placiug him 1o the
pogitien h« then held., (Cheers))

| &

|

]

gshire of Morwcell., That he said, sounded
high., (l.aughter), He had to thank then

for

He might have been the tirat, but
| stumbled at the last fecuce, and that causcd
him bLetng third, He would do his best fer
 the new shire, and would watch their offi.cers
and sge their mouey was properiy speat.
(Cheers).

he regretted being beaten, they had placed
a better man iu the position of auditor,

T'be proceedings then terminated, and the
I crowd soun afterwards dispersed.

Mr. 5. B. Miller brieflly thanked those who .
voted for him, and assured them that while .

Mr. W. Murdoch bad a grand reception. |
He addressed thew as ratepayera of the new

placing bim in the position e beld,
He was aatisfied with being the third horae.
he

|
?
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A Voice from the Street. 'i

News e Biief. | ———
- et - (Py PicxLe.). T
.MlM'..\ﬂM.VCfi'::‘.ba Nnne (.rlt the Y isduonames of I B A RECITATI'O"ST—-T“THB MUNICIPAL
~“he Victoriaa Poubvterian Womena's Mia- ' | STAKKS, The Horses -

sionary Union from India, will give an |
address, on Wednemlay cveniuy next in the |

[As told d¥ the Iad whao grovmed ‘j Donald.
chidrch, with magie lantern view<, &, i '

- John Englist

| .
by . Auctioneer
At O1d Darlimarta they atarted the race, I‘

A great Geal of mntteria this week, on' Auctioncer led them, sir, at a-terrible pace, Donald - Donald Shaw
- » : Old Brecks was, next, while. Dunald was '
;icsunt of extensive adrertising, crowded : "dthird' T 0ld Breeks - Wm.Murdoch
And the three of them took the first jump’ L
The Morwsll footballers will jourmey to| |, Iken bird .7 7i Spud - Murphy

| Bpud and Varety rapped at A rail.

Mne nezt Batu l"dl] Lo |lill.y Cor.rille. } And the chestntt came ‘through the gap

ﬂd Variety - Vary

I'he ordinary mosdting 2! he Trarnigon | |
pottponced till Waduesday |

Bhire haa boen

next on account of -the audit not ‘being
cumpleted.
Thw Morwell branch eof the Australian

Natives will be apencd 'on Tuesday avANINng
next -t the Mechance', all those slteady

cnrolled and intending to enrol aro requomted
to attend. Me. Wine, Presidaont

inttencdanos.

Mr. B. Btantnn terminated his office 0'{'

Presidemt tu the Narracan Bhire Council,

hy en Kridny-ladt giving a sumptioun ropadt |

at Attwood's Hotel. The Tach of (ts being At
this hotel and tha gonorisity of the genial
President, mxpresses more than worda,

The fIfvh anoivorsary of the Morwell

braach of the Railway Employes Associa- |

tion, was celabratod by & bannquat given in

. of the |
A. N, A, and Wr, Wainwright will be in

e o = el e gy — —

|

i
§

thear tail

{ Bour othera-pot through where they 2afr a

weak gucker ; P
| Ned jumped at the-loys and he cama down
a mucker. .-

On they came to Boolara, whers Spud took
the lead, - .- ;

t With Georpe and the Abctioncdr making
4 the specd, - +

Cornucopis and Ned bhere bLoth improved
l paces, - |
While Old Breeks
| thete places ;

Bar Nabob;, who Buddenly came to the

) geound, .

They ware neXrihe Yinnar,'sir, Spud in [the
ran,

Cornucapia was going«g fast as he ean,

With George at his quarters, and Donald

* hard by,

{ With Anctioneer duing kis hest fora try.

wenk, |
And they headed away ‘towards
Crreek

The nthers got over with somo little hother, |

The quintette got. over, the last jumping

Middl: .

1

- The chestnut from
and Dosald 1ny back inj

The others got over in wind and limb sgund,

kPP —F

|
/
1

Al

L
;

George - George Firmin
Cornucopia - Walsh 7

. Nabob - Henry Godridge

Coffin
Ned

Tul loch

Edmund Kelleher
down

Pakenham way - Mulcare

biiian
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Keilehor's Club Hotel, on Raturdays 0“"“‘“'=E

As Nahob aned Coffin fel! over cach other,
last. It proved & great suecems, and songs i

At the Middle Creek logs Cornucopia jumped

and spnoches wore the 'ordsr of the fight, ' R SAPST - |
' t \‘\' ‘ ‘ A Are: |
and amongst the Aatiter was A ‘remnrkable : Withfut}rll:‘.: cd 'end Spud, but tke othzrsall 1

oratlon Ly Mr, Martin, Vien prosident of .
' ¢he cotmcil in Mdbourna, who wallkod over;
the chiests of the ' powenas that be'" {n the

Fapceinlly Natob, | thougzht he was dead,

t{c stnod on the fence. and ¢came duwa on
hiis hend. -

Bat 'l weary von, sir, if { ¢o through it 81!

rallway departmeant with no unonrtalin tread.
By at advortiscomont (n anonther colamn it

will he seen ‘that the fullowing gentiemen

have heon duly nouminated for the
of counalllor :—Mosmrs, Kngllsh, PFirmin,
Godridge, Koiloaher, Muloare, Muardogh,
Murpby, Rhaw, Tulloch, Tary, Walsh, And

Icr the office of Auditor—Mesers. Duaaldson,
Hurris, and Millor, 5

A firo ocanrred about nine o'nlock oan
Tuoeday ovening at the Great Gippaland
Cosal mine b{ which the ofoe, binckamiths'

shop, and ether sheds with thdir gontents
were dostrnyed,

Wo have ronsived the stull allvartleemont
from Mr, O. P, Patoy of his famous ent|
" Bend Or" which /s anavoidably hold oveér’
til! our naxt issue, the nedigroe of the horee
baing eo lung ¢hat It will take negriy & woak
b0 putft in typo,
nd ball will be beld o the Algt at
the Yinoar Mechasies’ lneiitede, in #id of
Lthe piano {und.

r. W. Mardooh, wha has Tor some time
breen ser’ yusly (adlsposed, wq are plegacd to]
And, has saflciensly Tesoveted %0 appoar:
bafurs the ratepayers oo the dates adve |
eis.Whebe,

We bhave it oa good amhority that [t

iteo

ia mnre than pretmhle that the Yiaad
Yeltner Briquetts Ranntasturing W’mﬂ?’.
Jimfted, will swe® theit maochinery I[n
Morwell.
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The other two junaps, sie, there wasn't a fail.

Then they came on 'to Morwell, the going -

was fair, |
O1d Dunald was lending s fresh ns a hare.
Auctinneer was the huzt, just cluie at his
:irth.

r
+
T

014 Brecks coming next, racing close to the

carth ; : |

Then the eroted eried —* There's Spud, the

~ youny colt from Boolarte,

He {ourth boya, three cheers now for old
Cofinemara ; | *

But what's this that's Af{th, dirk browa wilh
a BLIN,

Nogorra, it's Ned, and he's under tha tthip.

The chustnut [5 ‘catching him, no he ¢an't

stay, | |
fhat's the big horse they brought from down

| Pakenhamm wav," _ |
. Then they shouted —* They're finishing, Lodr

all tazether,

Bill Marsaall, pu Duoakl, is down oo the

~ lenther, ‘ _
-Ta's ridine in earncst, and there'a Auctionger
' Tom Wolle finde the colt i htranble to steer,
Rat leok at Old Breeks, by tho Powers of 814,
He'd hndu won if {t hadn't hare been for his

cold.”

| ar two clear,
No, Old Brechs is coting 4 no, thero’s Auc-
tioneer.” .

l'f.:d.. L.
Thsh Howlett aays Dooald has won by a
' head, .
¢ [ . s ] »

That'z the Fory, sie, Donald's an honest oﬁ i

N&R,

Getting old. sir. bat still he's as flcct as & |

Btag,

The «ix that got Lome, air, were honestly

racecd, _ _
But I'm sorry Yartcty di!h'ql eet nlased,
The four others fihished all

avont,
Aad Naboband 'Coffin Are golng it yet. -

L o 0 [ w
™ e ee———— N -l 1

lorerced with

Then threy shonts —* Donald wins by a longth |

There's a rush and a flash, sir, of orsnge and
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TXr1by given at her funeral sez s in Andrew's DPresbvterian
Church, Morwell, on Fridav, 24 1 1992 .

Today we meet together to pay our last respects to someone who has
plaved a significant part in the life of our town over many years.
Mrs McElroy was well known to Morwell, though, of course, in her
latter yvears she has not been able to mix and mingle as freely with

us as she once did.

She will be remembered chiefly for her interest in flowers and was
known by her friends as "The Flower Lady". After making wreaths
for funerals for many vyvears, the time has now come for her own
funeral to be held and for others to arrange the flowers for her.

She has been in the Maryvale Hospital ever since April and was not
only guite content to die, but was rather wanting it to happen.
She was o0ld and tired and ready to go and had put all her affairs
in order and had made all the arrangements for her funeral well in
advance. It was her wish that we should hold a service here in St
Andrew's in Morwell and that her earthly remains should be placed
in the same grave in the Portland Cemetery where those of her late
husband, Ted, were placed eight and a half years ago. This will Dbe
done on Monday at a service to be held in Portland at 2.30 p.m.

Mrs McElroy was born in Portland 88 years ago. Her connections
there are interesting. Her father was Thcocmas Herbertson and her

mother was Janet Browning Millar. There were 7 children 1in the
family. Mrs McElroy was the youngest and the last surviving one of
the 7, so now there are none of that family left. And Mrs McElroy
was the only one of the 7 to have descendants, her daughter Janet,
and her two grandchildren, Jenny and Ross. Jenny is at present
overseas, we think in Paris. To them, today, we offer our very
sincere and loving sympathy in their bereavement.

Going back in the other direction. Mrs McElroy's grandfather, Mr
Herbertson senior, came to Portland from Tasmania in 1841. In 1851
he built a very substantial, two-storeyed home in Portland which he
called "The Briery". It is one of the pioneer homesteads 1n
Portland. It is still standing, and, perhaps uniquely, is still 1in
the possession of the same family that built 1t.

However, in spite of that background in Portland, going right back
to its very beginning, Mrs McElroy herself did not remain there
once she had grown up. She always retained a great interest 1n
Portland, but has not lived there for most of her life.

In 1938 she married Ted McElroy. He came from near Naracoorte,
over the border in South Australia, and took her Dback there to
live, and they lived there for about three years. He had a farming
up-bringing, but went into business in Naracoorte.

One of the interests that he had was in the Flax mill there. Flax
was grown extensively during the war and was a valuable raw
material from which linen and paper could both be made. Cotton
eventually replaced flax as a raw material for clothing. But 1n
the war years flax was an important source of cloth. A flax mill
was established here in Morwell at that time, and Ted was invited
to come over from Naracoorte and supervise 1ts operations. We
understand that the mill was burnt down about 6 months after it
started and was not rebuilt. Ted went to work for the SEC then and
staved with them for the rest of his working life.

That is the story of how the McElroys came to live in Morwell.
They have been here since about 1941, or over 50 years. Ted died

in February, 1984.
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Mr‘S. Janet McEl.rocj Cc:oﬂ-}b

They built their home in Latrobe Road in 1946 and have lived in 1t

ever since.
Latrobe Road after the war.

The house was the first brick house to Dbe built in
Tt is to be auctioned tomorrow.

That

has been planned for some time by Mrs McElroy_herself, andiit is
just a coincidence that she should have died just at the time of

the sale.

For many vears Mrs McElroy worked as a flqrist from her home.
was also a floral art demonstrator and judge.

She
She and Ted were

both keen gardeners and grew their Owi flowers for the floristry

work.

They were always very dJenerous 1n supplying flowers toO

anyone wnting them for special purposes at any time.

L= dw

plants.

Society and she and Ted were honoured by the Society by being made

LLife Members of 1it.
Field Naturalist's Club.

But now it's all over.

They were a

1so foundation members of the L.V.
And she was an early member of the C.W.A.

Her life and her work are all completed. 1

visited her recently in hospital and she said she wante_d to di_e and
expected to die and she asked me to pray for her, which I did. 1

Wi th

\r b

was

her in the Moe Hospital when Ted died,

and I think she

thought that I might have some sortT of connections that might make

it happen for her in the same way | |
didn't and she had to wait around for a little Dbit longer.

But 1t
But she

that it did for Ted.

obviously had no fear of dying and I am Ssure th;t today we can lay
her to rest in full confidence that she was looking forward to good

things ahead in the life to come.

Rev. Doug Morey

L]
= - = S
s
F

EXPLORING MELBOURNE'S TASMANIAN
ORIGINS (and exploring your interest)

The RHSV is considering a four day tour of Launceston and its
environs in February 1993. The format of the tour will be: (1) tour
of Launceston (11) Tamar River from Launceston to Bass Strait
(George Town) (1n) Evandale, Patterdale and the John Glover
chapel, and John Batman’s onginal .estate (Kingston) etc. (iv)
Campbell Town region associated with Wedge, Gardiner and the
overlanders, and Big Clarke.

It 1s intended that the group will travel by air, and by coach
within Tasmania: accommodation and all meals provided at about
three star standard.

When it 1s considered that Melbourne/Victora was first settled
and colonised from Launceston, there are many rich historical
links between this region and our early beginnings.

The RHSV 1s seeking expressions of interest (and preferences)
from members (and others) who would be interested in joining the

tour. It 1s envisaged that some tlexibility will be possible — for
instance to allow for people to stay on and visit other parts of

Tasmania.
Estimated cost around $500.
Further enquinies to Rex Harcourt 489 8479.

SURVEY OF HISTORIC POLICE BUILDINGS

A survey of police buildings in Victoria 1s being carried out by
the Historic Buildings Branch of the Department ot Planning and
Housing to establish which buildings are ot historicand architectural
importance and to recommend those ot state-wide significance o
the Historic Buildings Register. A police buildings complex may
have included a residence. office, kitchen, stables, quarters tor
unmarried men and lockup. Any information about existing or past
police buildings orsites, plans and photographs would be welcome.
Contact: Frances O 'Neill. Historic Buildings Branch, Department
of Planning and Housing, 2 Treasury Place. Melbourne 3000. Tel:

(03) 651-1223.

From R.H.S.V. HISTORY NEWS

August 1992

THE NEW COMPUTER - A GRAPHIC CHANGE

The RHSV has recently installed a new computer and printer
which was made available through a Ministry for the Arts Special

Projects Fund. With the installation of the new equipment,
computerised cataloguing is now possible for the first time and the

Visual Material catalogue worksheets are now being processed.
Eventually the photographic collection will be computer catalogued

as will other branches of the collection such as manuscripts, maps

and rare books from the library.

Our exhibitions have also been enhanced by the use of
computer-generated captions and information sheets. We are
grateful to the Ministry for its generous support of this important

project.

EXHIBITIONS
MUSEUM OF VICTORIA

An Australian Pilgrimage - From Intolerance to Mulu-
Culturalism. Muslims in Australia 1960-1990’s.

Until 16 August 1992. Examines the many misconceptions
about the Muslim community here in Australia and abroad.

Objects on display include: Northern Territory Aboriginal bark
paintings depicting pioneer Macassan camel dnvers, saddlebags

 and cooking utensils of these Muslims. Puppets, batiks, and

costumes can be seen.
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December 14, 1942
Courage.

Flight-Lieutenant Nowell was a Bai- |

Much igo little information reaches |}
kKnowi |

ux 25 42 what our locul boys ere doing § j. for Britzin Pilot wiby 17
G1-i11:”—14 in one weei and O W one
' actlon, when sinelchcuded he attacked
. nine Maz:crichmi's. He balad out three
! times in cne week, the third time re-
cultinT in 21 month: n hosplv:l. Ac-
cordinT to D2z, ke iz the fLinest pilot of |
vhis or any ciher war, and U the full

‘ A Story of Epic
|
|
:

in uwis war, mainly- due

individually:
| to-tha ﬂ;ctéﬁ;.z they, one and all, shun
| publicity 25 though it were a-plague.
Ii- is refrashing, theareiore, 10 have.-the
OEFoltunity oI pubiizhing-a firet-hand |
| varzign of the coal csurage of Flignt-

. Sargzant ‘(now - Piloit-Officer)  Des.

{ . ddrezzad .o ‘Mr. znd Mz P P.'I{*_EH_Y:
cy Flizht-Lizecinan. Garry Nowell,
D.F.M. and Bar in connectizn with the

i cf which winz over Fran:s> and noat

rezult 11

| recorded) weara known the
. would ke stagzzaiiag.

ssrrie on. waich De:. was  seriously

wounoszy —

known 2nd szen hunared: of war cisu-
aities, bu’ neaver cne o equzl the
fartiude end courayz
' yours. I'm ziraid any cuble was a blt
hrief, and I know you'll be longing to

vr o fuller versicn of -Desz :zeeldent.
well aitar he was hii hz called up on
tha R/T and told me.
Nz meait hiz aleerarg

i

o that bay of

Kelly gs rzlated in vae lallowing leiter i scesunt of @ix viclories (the mujority

| “A3 I have told ycu ocelore, I have

LER W W

A: rirzt I thought
only had been

hit until he said he couldn't see. He

then woid,: "Let's ger out  of  this”
(Fh.k was rathzr troublzzome). W.e
m=-de for Homa. I hud to fly in front
oi Des. on his righ: :ide und gilot ‘nim

=l L L R, . B

WHO' was Barbara

T. C. Lubeke of 1222

‘born in

Mackay? We are
indebted fo Mrs. E.

Helen St,. Morwell,
for the foilowing .
information - about
this  interesting
woman and her place..
in our history.
Barbara Mackay was
1801 .1n
Sutheriand, the most

northerly province of
Scotiand, the daughter

MORWELL
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Date unknown

back over ubout &0 miles of zea, and of Donald and Catherine

had IO.kEE'P_Ill‘-‘El_llln% ﬂlnllj l LiL “ll{'rsur'_ (Duncan) Mackay. In |

rignt wing,” “iail up a lttle, Nosz2 1819, at Lairg, | |

ug, Des.’ =t2., bacausz (w2 poor boy Sutheriand, she IVAN MADDESN _ ‘ _

ceculdnt sre a d:irned thing. I bzlieve married Murdoch ;FHE HGP‘;‘?S‘EI&“;‘IV
- ! o wiline of my plane Mackay., the son of sons Donald and later moved to Western

he gcr a blurred odiline of my g Y Australia, during the

just oceasionally—that was all,
never a squack. “How goeas i, Deg?"’
“O. K. carry cn.” Ancthar iection call-
cd up: “Any joy, G rry?” I said, "No,
1 land of bad luck.” Controller =aid,
| “Shut up! I'm trying to get als section
home.!’ De: =aid, ~It's aolright John,

-~ he did, though he must have hoer
¢ arly secre.ming with pain, and he
macs a periect three-pgoint landing! On
reaching basze, througn some errol, he
was koor eireling cround for nearly 15

"% d bhzen rushed off to sick quarters
~nd had hi: eye cover2ad up. [ was
warried to death and
with remonse, much :nore vaan he wizs.
“What's the zrere. Dez?” “Don't know,
they are teking me o on ey ho:pieal”
His eye Y

conceal. but he had all thit 1t takes.
Never a sion of i break, not a word of

(ccncroller), I cin muke 1I1L7 And make |

svarwhelmed |

savia him gdin e couldn'u |

but

George and Catherine William.

(Macleod) Mackay, of We. of the Latrobe
the same clan, but no Vailey, are more in-
bicod relation. terested. at this point. in

Thirty-three years the three daughters.—

and 12 children later, Catherine, who married
Murdoch and Barbara Robert Irving  at
Mackay emigrated to Bailarat in  1833;
Victoria with seven of Alexandra, who
their children, the-married John Hopkins
oldest twe being aiready in 1858, and Doneila.
married and settled in who married James
Sutherland. and three Rutherford Elliot in
children having died in 1863. All three of these
infancy. They sailed daughters ~with their

1852. and arrived at 1879.
Meibourne.  20-9-1852. The Elliots were early
Murdoch Mackay was selectors at Mardan.
an assisted migrant.staying there for the
under bond to Mr. rest of-their lives. Both
Duncan Hoyle. as a areburied inthe Mirboo
shepherd on a Western North cemetery.
District property for 12 The Irvings and the
months for 175 pounds Hopkins came to the

($350) and rations.

Morwell area, and later

gold rush to that state in
the 1890s. One of therr
sons became a member
of the Western
Australian parlhament.

Robert and Catherine
Irving retired to
Morwell . where Robert
died in&g, aged 56.
One of: -his daughters,
Christina Irving. as welil
as assisting her brother
at the Morwell State
School, was the town-

| srn beiny eiven fhe chance to _ ‘ . i :
et bf'lm=1§w{;m" tf p— he | from Liverpool on the husbands and families Sh‘PhS first —music
come 1in, <hd Ly Al =1 ' “Marco Polo”, July 2, came to Gippsiand in. €ACher.

Another- daughter,

Barbara Irving. was an

early teacher at the

Hazelwood :Ridge State
Scnool. 1880-1886. She

married Mr. Birnie, 6-¢- -

1887. Three of her sons
became doctors, and all
three served as medical
'men in the First Worid

cpmpla—lm, and hie's been the fame eVer % selected land at w%drﬁrdoch Macka-jf
since. |
Boolarra. Four of the died in 1876 at Mt.

“He tried all 1 man knows how to

AFTER ten years of

Hopkins’ children —

Mercer and was buried

aot back ¢n ors., but they wouldn’l hard work and careful John. Murdocnh. James - | .
i* :jve him a break g saving, Murdoch and Kenneth — are - the ~ Buninyong
i e — Mackay was able to listed among the cemetery.  Barbara
Most unforiunately we hove beesn | . > Mackay remained at
E—— O A - himself. leasing Lal Lal Morweill (Commercial ‘ et
when she. came o :

chznee 10 se2 much of wach other now.
We'll polry off azain uclers
Afer D;‘i;;‘.’.-_; mishap I lozt o letl of zeen
for ops.—l miszzd nun .

" (Macka | _
- wh-:sc thye, tI ::Sl ?gihe“;gct She died there 24-7-1896. :
teacher at Morwell 28609, and was buried .

State School. 1879-issa.  in  the  Hazelwood :

- Cemetery. A

lonz thouzi. |

ot and sull ¢

West with his sons John
and Kenneth, and
leasing a quarter of Mt.
Mercer Station with e

Rd) State School. 1879.
And it was their cousin.
John Irving, the son of
Robert and Catherine

*

Boolarra to live with her !

daughter,

Mrs.

Alexandra Hopkins mn

1

“Tarwin St. Boolarra. :
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What it really mearis . 53

Unfortunately too many myths abound about whal
Historic Buildings Council registration reafly means.

We put the most common questions [0 the Director ot
the HBC. Ray Tonkin. His responses should make
interesting reading tor owners ot buildings on the Register
of Historic Buildings.

My buiiding is on the Register - wiil the HBC make me restore it?

Building owners have no obligation to restore or mantn
their property in prisiine condition. You are. however.
obliged not to ailow the building to fall into disrepair tor
purposes of achieving its demolition.

Does having a buiiding on the Register cost money?

Not necessarily anv more than the maingenance costs
1ssociated with an unregistered property.  The property
remains yours o use ind enjov and like any vowner vou
are obliged to maintain your property 1n i manner which
meets normal community expectations.

What is the difference between the Nationat Trust and the HBC?

HBC registration of u butlding legally protects it. The

huilding and often the land surrounding It may not be
Jtered. removed. demolished or subdivided without a
sermit from the HBC. National Trust classification
-ecognises the architectural and historical significance
of the building. but does not provide legal protection.

Noes the HBC make owners open their buildings to the public?

Reuistration provides no automatic rnght of public entry
0 the property. The only obligation is to provide access
o authorised representatives of the HBC when requested.

Now that my buiiding is on the Register, will it become a
nuseum piece that | will never be able to change?

\o. the HBC is not interested in tuming ail registered
Sutidings into museums.  We appreciate that some
hanges o historic buildings may be necessary [0 ensure
fierr continued use.  Owners should discuss proposed
Lterations with HBC statf to see if a permut is required.

s it possible to change the use of a buiiding once it has been
inciuded on the Register?

Yes. it an owner chooses to change the use of a building
1nd 1k does not aiter the physical fabnc of the building,
the HBC does not need to be involved.

~— -

The Hinnomunjie Bridge, saved from demolition when it was added to tne Register
on 3 June, 1992. Photograph by Megan McDougall.

The Hinnomunjie Bridge

Earmarked to be demolished by the Shire of Omeo. the future of the
Hinnomunjie Bridge over the Mitta Mitta River was 1n jeopardy unul the
structure was added to the Register of Historic Buildings on 3 June, 1992

Opened in 1910, the Hinnomunjie Bridge is historically significant as one
of only five known timber bridges existing in Victoria and one of only two
with multiple russes. It is the only known bridge to be constructed using
hand-hewn tmber and demonstrates the typical craftsmanshup of earl;f

timber bridge construction ‘with broad axe marks clearly visible on the
superstructure.

Financial assistance is available to owners

Since 1974 more than $5 million has been dispensed by the Historic
Buildings Council to owners of registered buildings.

Low interest loans and grants are given to a wide range of projects and are
just as likely to be awarded to a small. umoer. pre-tabricated cottage as to
a grand. palatial mansion. Funding is provided for restoration Or preservatyy” ™
as distinct from general maintenance. The Council has a limited budget anu

priority is given to financing urgent or essenual works.

Financial assistance from the HBC comes in three forms: low. or no interest
loans: direct grants: and remission or deferral of rates or land tax. Direct
grants are provided only where it can be shown that it is the onlv way
preservation will be achieved and where there 1s unlikely to be a consequent
direct financial benetut to the owner.

This year the Council has revised the timetable for submissions. Applicauons
must be lodged by 31 August. 1992.

Owners must present a submission to the Council setting out the
case for assistance and providing details. cost estimates and
photographs of the proposed works. The Council's staff can assist
with this. Owners of registered buildings requiring additional
information should ring Lyn Petersen on (03) 628 3437.

From Historic Buildings Council Newsletter
Voll. No.I August 1992
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