HMORWETL BISTORICAL SOCIETH
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published monthlp, except Becember
Meetings: 3rd Tuesday of tbe mnnth at 7-30pm

yﬂl. 7 ﬁ 10 Octoger 199

WELCOME TO THE OCTOBER NEWSLETTER

This month we present a further extract (the second last) from Emily Walker's
diary and a copy of a letter written by member Perc Mooney in reply to a query
about the Morwell Players. Perc has been guest speaker at our meetings on two
occasions and we have a recording of his latest address which is available for
borrowing.

At our September meeting, John Pearson, Lecturer in Education at Monash
Gippsland, gave a most interesting and informative talk on his research into

enlistments from Morwell Shire during World War 1 - a report appears in this

newsletter
Also inside is the programme for the 1991 Gippsland History Conference entitled

'Perceptions of the Landscape'. It will be held at Monash Gippsland on Saturday
October 26 and participants are assured of a most enjoyable and worthwhile day.
Members were delighted to receive a beautifully framed enlargement of the
photograph of the Firmin Family of ¥innar (see p.12, Glimpses of Our Past)presented
to the Society by Ms Susan Hunt of Churchill Hotel-Motel. Ms Hunt has used a number
of photographs from the Society's collection in the decor of the hotel and the
enlargement is a token of her appreciation for the help of our curator of photo-

graphs, Eric Lubcke. We look forward to holding our final meeting for 1991 at the

Churchill Hotel motel where we will be able to view the familiar photos in their

new setting.

NEXT MEETING: TUESDAY OCTOBER 15 - /.30 pm - See you there!
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THE MORWELL PLAYERS

(Copy of a letter written by Perc Mooney to Mr.F.Farr) December 1990

Dear Frank and Mrs. Farr,
I received your letter addressed to Mr.Legg, Historian,

via the Morwell historical Society, of which Jean and I are members. Pleased to
hear that you are interestéd in the history of the Morwell players.

Unfortunately we came to an untimely end at the latter end of 1985 after
performing, entertaining and producing good quality shows for approximately 38 years
continuously. We reached a very high standard in production, acting and producing
shows, pantomimes and sketches, often original material written by Players members,

namely Merle Martin, Joyce Sheridan and Val Wilson.
We enteﬁ? in every Dance-Theatre competition against all comers around the state

of Victoria, competing against amateurs and semi-professionals in and around the
suburbs of Melbourne.  , L

We had many successes, namely Moomba 1962, V.D.L. Regional Competitions numerous
times and the B.H.P. Drama Award - just a few of the trophies we won during our long
run before the public eye, clocking up many miles of travel across Victoria,

including Mildura, Ballarat and Melbourne suburbs, and of course, all this was done

outside normal working hours.
when the Morwell Historical Society obtains a secure building of their own to hold

our hard-earned awards, I will hand them over to the Historical Society for posterity.
I have on two occasions appeared as guest speaker with the Society; once on record.

In the good years we had about 40 members to cast a show from and approximately
64 subscribibg members.

Some of the members became professionals, namely Kaye Stephenson (nee Kellow),
Jim White (ex Sharps), Frank Raggart(ex L.Valley Health Services), Raymond Creevey
(ex plumber) still acting I presume.

We developed some brilliant producers, namely Doll Rust, who took us to fame many
times and Mrs.Phil Crook who has since passed to the big stage in the sky - a sad
loss to theatre. Also Vicki gimmons, Joy Sheridan and Sheila Moody guided us to the
award -winning lists and last, but not least, Val Wilson, Perc: Mooney , Raymond
Creevey and probably others I have forgotten. Val wilson had the ability and the
opportunity to turn professional but wouldn't leave home or Morwell.

Our seasons were mainly three to five night stands, approximately four or five
times a year. We always played in Morwell first and would repeat if requested,
mainly for charity, before travelling to local districts such as Thorpedale,

Gormandale, Mirboo North to mention a few.
Muriel Rickton (Bath)one of our staunchest members and critics, passed away early

this year.
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THE MORWELL PLAYERS (cont).

I did not have the pleasure of meeting Ruth Wattenhall as I joined the company
for the second production and stayed until the final curtain. Our first production
was "Til Further Orders" (as you know) and the final one "The Butterflies Are Free'.

The reason we disbanded the company in 1985 was that the present talent of the
day was not up to standard and they would not commit themselves to a productions
timetable, and we who were left in the company were not prepared to lower the
standard of productions or The Players' good name.

We distributed our assets to numerous worthy organisations, giving costumes,
kighting, furniture and money ($9000 in cash) mainly to worthy charities.

Hope this note gives you some insight into the history of The Morwell Players
Drama Group and their efforts over the years. As you know, we started with nothing -
no money, no books, no future that we could see - only some enthusiasm mixed with
“™ hard work, determination, energy, long and tiring hours, espeCLally'When we had to
put up complete and sometimes complicated sets after the plctures in the local
town hall had finished, at about 11 pm!

On behalf of the Morwell Players of the past and the living, I thank you for
your interest. I will give a copy of this reply to your request to the Morwell
Historical Society and Mr. lLegg the historian.

Thanking you,
Yours faithfully,

Perc Mooney.

SUBS DUE NOW

If a cross appears in this box i [ we have no record of having

received your membership subscription'for 1991/1992. Subs can be paid to

Treasurer, Dorothy Taylor, 17 Denise St. Morwell or to Secretary, klsie

McMaster, 2 Harold St. Morwell

Cost of membership is $7.00 single , $10.00 couple or famil
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MORWELL DISTRICT ENLISTMENTS IN WORLD WAR 1.

At our September meeting, we were pleased to have as our guest Mr.John Pearson,
Lecturer in Education at Monash University College Gippsland.
John has been conducting research into the background of the men and women from
Morwell district who enlisted in World War 1 and plans to publish a bock on the

subject within the next few months.
His interest in World War 1 enlistments was aroused by the names on the Yinnar War

Memorial, which caught his attention while he was waiting to pick up his daughter from
basketball practice. He was surprised at the large number of enlistments from such a
small town and became interested in the reasons and circumstances surrounding those
enlistments. This led him to look at enlistments from the wider district and he has
now discovered 361 men and 4 women who enlisted from the Shire of Morwell. (John

has included Darlimurla in his research because, although it is outside the Shire
boundary, it had strong affiliations with Boolarra).

To find information, John used a number of sources. The first consisted of those

available from the National War Memorial. These were:
1) Embarkation Rolls, containing details of personnel at the time of their embarkation

for overseas service.

2) Nominal Rolls compiled at the end of the War, and

3) Roll of Honour Circulars, which contained details, supplied by relatives after
the War, of servicemen who had died.

(Examples of these three sources are shown on page & /’7)
The second source of information was the Memorial Books published after the War

by a number of companies and organisations such as the Education Department, which

contained details of members who had served. (See page-5 Nos. 4 and J).
The third source used by John in his investigations consisted of local Honour

Boards, reports in the local papers (in particular the Morwell 'Advertiser') .and

personal effects (eg letters and diaries) of service personnel, made available by

relatives.
From these sources, john has built up as complete a picture as possible of the

people who enlisted from the Shire.
Enlistments from this district seem to have followed the general pattern throughout

Australia, with large numbers of men joiningup following the big recruiting campaigns

in which members of Parliament and service personnel toured the country inspiring
the young men with patriotic fervour. At the beginning of the War there was a large
number of enlistments with a peak in early 1915; numbers dropped, then there was
another rush in 1916 (following another recruitment drive) but, by the end of 1916
there were very few enlistments as most of the eligible males were already serving

overseas. (John estimates that about 527 of the eligible males from Morwell Shire
had enlisted by the end of 1916, compared with a national figure of 387%)
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MORWELL DISTRICT ENLISTMENTS IN WORLD WAR 1 (cont)

John expressed surprise that the enlistments from the Morwell area followed the

national trends so closely - one would have thought that the peaks might occur after
harvest or when the cows were dry in winter, but these considerations do not seem
to have weighed greatly with the young men from the farms.

The age of the men on enlistment varied greatly; some were quite young ( 18 or
even less) but many were in their late 20s or early 30s and the oldest from this
area was 44. Men in the Pioneer and Remount Units tended to be older on average

than those in other units, perhaps because they were less likely to be in combatant

situations.
Of those who served overseas, about 207 died of wounds or disease, and of those

who returned, many were badly affected by their injuries and experiences.
Four nurses from the Shire served overseas. The were Staff Nurses Agnes Nadenbousch,

Ressie Waldon, Annie Thompson and Alice Elliott.

~ When the War ended, there was much discussion as to the most suitable way of
honouring those who had served. Should there be monuments, as in Yinnar and Morwell,
and, if so, whose names should appear on them - all those who had enlisted or only
those who had died? Should the memorials be more practical? The suggestion of a
rest room for returned men in Morwell was thought to be too expensive, but the
citizens of Boolarfa set up a recreation reserve with memorial gates honouring those
who had died overseas.

Should the commemorations take the form of a public monument or a private
acknowledgement of some type? Many local communities within the Shire presented their
returned servicemen with individual medals eg Yinnar, Boolarra, Jumbuk. It was
estimated that the cost of providing individual medals for the returned men of
Morwell riding would be around £400 - about the same as the cost of erecting a
public monument, so the latter was decided upon. Yinnar residents, however, erected

“™ an impressive monument, containing around 63 names, and gave individual medals as
well. Rifle Clubs gave medals to members who had served and some districts such as
Hazelwood North presented their returned men with handsome certificates as well as
medals.

There were numerous Honour boards erected in schools, churches and public halls.
Sadly, a number of these can no longer be found. Some were destroyed in fires, others
have simply disappeared, perhaps put away when the building was painted. The
Hazelwood South school honour board which had disappeared, was recently discovered
hanging behind the honour board in the Hazelwood South Hall.

John's research is continuing and he would be most happy to have any information
which might add to what he already has, in particular any information concerning
the "missing" Honour boards.He would also like the 0pportuhity to photograph any

of the medals and certificates presented by local communities to their returned

servicemen. He can be contacted through this Society or at Monash gippsland.

Sl e, B -
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58609 Fte. MeKKNZIE Nathanliel James Sotne. 3Battalion 13-3-16, ReToAo 8-7=19,
2340 Pte., ACKENZIE HJoll Kenneth 5énd. Battalion 1ll-3«l6s R.T.Ae 2l-l2=17.—P
2738 Pte. MO AENZIE Jormon Leslie 46th. Battalion 15=-8=16, RNeT.Ae 2«6=-19,
1804 Pte. HCXINLZ TS Ogwald 57th. Battalion 22Z-2-15. R.T.A. lB=d=18,
1140 Pleo. MOKENZIZ Owen Alexander 3lat. Battalion 28«3=15, DeQotie 20~7=16,
5572 FPte. & UCKuNZIE Ogwald ZJergival Sthe MeGe.Bnle 15=T=15, ReTA 23-3-19,
1678 L/Cpl. McEENZIE paul = ; xabe 38th. “attalion 1led=I18,3.T.Ae 21=3-13,
6862 FPto. sloENZ I Porcy MM 22nd, Battalion 12-2«17, K.I.A. 1G=5-18.
1971 Spr. HSXENZIEZE  Peter 6the A.L.Rwy, 15«22«15, ReToeA. 5-3=19,
54636 Bdr. McKENZIE Peter 4hhe oAl J4=10«1l8s R.T.A. 25=3-19,
33498 Pte, SCKEHZILE Parcy George 58the Battalion., 23-6=16, ReleAs 4-10=17,
1100 Ptes  #oKENZIE  Patrick John 3the Lods 8-1-15, ReTedAs 11-5=139,
14518 DBgte WMo RERZIE Peruival Stewart igts AeW.Sig.Sqagli7-2-16, ReTiAs 222319,
999 . Cpl. EgRWNZTE Rovert dth. Pattalion H-9- Relelle 6-8«15,
1683 Fte. NcXENZIE  Robert S2nd. Battalion 7-1-16, ReT.Ae 19=10e17,
o8T7 Pte. RoKENZIT Robert 55the “atialion 6-=9=15. HeTeAs llel=18,
5082 Ple, NMcKENZIE Robert, 24th, Battalion 0-2-16. Rele s 20=2-17.
Sistar oKENZIE Rogse Ann .8 .NS 6=12=16, HeTohe 228=3-19,
596 Dvr, MoKENZIE  Robert .Bruce ends *loneers 26=5=lb, R.TsA. 6-9=18,
2381 Gnr HoKENZIE Robert Burns. CthieDiv.T.l.3de. 20«4-17, ‘R.T.A. 28=«3=19,
6953 Ple. MdoXEHZIE  Richard Clyde clatle. Battalion 29-3-l6. HeToAs 31=10e17,
17465 Spr. McKENZIE Robert Cyril Srrde DiveSig.Coe 21le0=16, ReTeAe L25=19, -
10315./Col.e HcXxHZIE  Richard Francis 10th«Fld.Co.Eng, 15=3=-16, ReTelle 25=3=19,
1362 L/Cpl. McKENZIE  Rodenrick Georgs S9theBattalion 7-4=16. DO, l=2=-17,
2332 Ptle. Lo HENZIZ Robart Herbert ¢0tli.Battalion 18«8«16. ReTeA. BeG=19,
141 Pte. MeKENZIE  Robert James 4then.Jd.Razt, 24=Bwld, ReTells 8=5=-16, :
4668 Pte., UHoXENZIE  Hobert vYames tthe Lid.Regt. 6-8<«17. T.A, 28-1w=19,
2177 Pte, UcKENZIE  Robert Ualcolm 38th Battallo c5al=16, ReToAs 1l2-4=13,
1916 Ptlea. Mo KENZI X Robert Patiersgon 13theL.HJRagt. O=S=18, HeTeAe S0elelF,
29130 Pta. HCKwHZIE Rupeart Stuart Sthe Battalion 16=3=18 Re'lsAe  16=T-18,
1331 Sgte MOKENZIE Robert. Taylor LAeVeC o 18=3=17, .

YLte IicKENZIE  Ray, Valentins. 16the. Pattalion R.TeA. 22-7=17.
—_—Lt YeKERZIE Robart William "MC!" a~GeCo AL C 18e8w14, ReTeiAse 1Em3=19,
5614 . ~te. MeKENZIZ Robert William . ~7theBattalion 13«6=1Ge ReTeiAe 18wlielgd,

2/Lte MCEXNZIE  Rohert Mcleil. 9tlie Batiallon 1B-5el4, P DL s fF g
3835 Pte. HeEENZIE  Robert ¥William 29hhe “Pattalion ;-7-16. ReTeAs I1626=19,
2940 Ptee HcKENZIZE  Richard George 12the attalion <2-7-1l05, D.0.{e 3 . <4=17,
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9.30 - 10.00
10.00 - 10.15

10.15 - 11.10

11.10 - 11.30

11.30 - 12.20

12.20 - 12.40

12.40 - 1.40
1.40 - 2.10

2.10 - 2.40

2.40 - 3.10

3.10 - 3.30

3.30 - 4.15

Cost: $10.00

CENTRE FOR GIPPSLAND STUDIES

PERCEPTIONS OF THE LANDSCAPE

Saturday 26 October

Room 1N207

Monash University College Gippsiand
Churchill (051) 226356

Registration
Welcome

Ann Galbally

Morning Tea

Linden Gillbank

Glenda Johnson

Lunch
Patrick Morgan

Ternn Allen

Molly Palmer

Afternoon Tea

[an Lunt

'The Search for Sublimity: Nineteenth Century
Artists in Gippsland’

'Early Botanical Footprints Across Gippsland:
Ferdinand Mueller's Mid Nineteenth Century
Epic Expeditions’

'A Peep into Gippsland: the Sketchbooks of
Mary Ellen Kenny’

'Nature writers in Gippsland'’

'Gifted with Orchid Eyes: Elese Rossiter,
Local Naturaiist’

'The World Around Them in the 1930s:
Children and Nature Study’

'Gippsland's  Original Grasslands and
Woodlands'

Note: Morning and afternoon tea are provided but please bring your own lunch.

uﬂ.ﬂr‘:-nh.
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