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WE'RE MOVING!

Yes, the TUESDAY MARCH 20 meeting will be held in ST. ANDREW'S
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH HALL at 7.30 pm. It is hoped that this venue

will continue to be available for our meetings. We have greatly
appreclated being able to meet at Collins st. State School but the
demands of the school's security system mean that meetings must

finish at 9pm.This puts an unacceptable limit on the length of
meetings, particularly if there is a guest speaker.

At our March meeting, members will have the opportunity to meet

and talk to Morwell Shire historian, Mr. Stephen Legs.

The ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of Morwell Historical Society will be
held on TUESDAY APRIL 10, 1990. All positions will be declared
open. Nominations and items for the agenda should be lodged, in

writing, with the Secretary, Elsie McMaster, not later than
Tuesday April 3, 1990.
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HELP WANTED'!

Our Treasurer, Dot Taylor, is compiling a history of Herne's Qak from its
beginning, when it was named Haunted Hills, to the present day. She would

appreciate any information, photographs, documents, anecdotes, reminiscences etc

pertaining to the town and surrounding district. Her phone number is (051)337701.

INDEX TO M.H.S.NEWSLETTERS

Members and others interested in Morwell's history will be delighted to hear
that one of our members, Librarian Claire Wood, has compiled an index to the
original Morwell historical Society Newsletters. These Newsletters were compiled
by Morwell historian the late Ivan Maddern. Thry represent hundreds of hours of
research and contain a wealth of historical information about Morwell and
surrounding areas. The Newsletters and index are available in the local history

section of Morwell Library.

LOOKING BACK - THE END OF THE DECADE - 1890.

The District Inspector of Schools wrote, in 1890:

"Morwell is at present the most progressive town in Gippsland.Workmen are bringing
their families to Morwell as fast as accommodaticn can be provided. New houses
are going up in all directions. A few weeks ago thirty houses were in course of
construction at the same time.

The discovery of the vast seam of brown coal within half a mile of the railway
station is already giving employment to several men and when further developed will
furnish occupation for many more. A pottery has been established recently. Forty
men are already employed and the owners intend to increase this number to 100

as their preliminary operations are completed."

From Morwell Historical Society Newslatter Vol.12, No.3. 1973.

OCCUPATIONS NO LONGER....

Following are a few jobs which either no longer exist or are fairly limited in extent:

Lamplighter...lighter of the old gas street
lLamps
Teamster....driver of a team of horses
or bullocks.
Telegraphist...telegraph.0perat0r

Charcoal burnerti.a'woodcutter'Who burned
wood to make charcoal for

Fletcher...maker or seller of arrows
Thatcher....builder of thatched roofs.

Ostler... stableman at an inn

Postilion...rider on a horse drawing a
coach with no coachman.

Coachman.... driver of a coach

pottery and glass kilns.
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THE BUSH NURSING SERVICE AT GUNYAH

In November 1910, the Victorian Bush Nursing Service commenced, thanks largely
to the efforts of Melbourne ophthalmologist James William Barrett and Lady Dudley,
wife of Australia's fourth Governor-General.

The following extracts are from Susan Priestley's excellent book

"Bush Nursing in Victoria 1910 - 1985 - The First 75 Years"
published by the VBNA in conjunction with Lothian Publishing Co. 1986.

"Gunyah, isolated in the forested ranges to the east of Meeniyan, was in even more

urgent need of a nurse. Early in April 1912 an English woman, Edith Hughes, was installed.
She had worked as a district nurse in London and after coming to Melbourne had undergone
:xtra training at the new infectious diseases hospital at Fairfield. In 1912 Gunyah
boasted a hotel, post office, store and hall. It was the centre for timber getters
whose undisputed skill in felling the tall straight mountain timber meant a sad laying
waste of the adjacent bush not to mention the occasional human trauma caused by a tree
spinning on its butt or logs rolling off balance.

Gunyah was isolated from the nearest rail centre at Boolarra by over 25 km of awful
roads with no telephone or telegraph link. On a wet November day in 1913 it took four
hours to ride in from Boolarra, even on one of one of the game hill-bred horses which
would plough through mud up to their girths and unhesitatingly-go down really steep
slopes on their haunches. Edith Hughes became so attached to the pony which the local
community provided that when she%resigned to take a rest early in 1915 she bought the
pony from them.

Leaving the mud aside, the natural beauty of the district was breathtaking. Gullies
~ere filled with the green starry hearts of tree-ferns, and the grey-green upper storey
of the forest was enlivened by the copper tints of beeches and new gum tips, and
festooned with garlands of native clematis. At the foot of the hills there were clear
streams tumbling over rocky rapids and waterfalls. When the Governor and Lady Stanley
were brought by car in December 1914 they were tossed about until they were sore but
they found the blunt warmth of the people most engaging. Lady Stanley was overwhelmed
by a walk down ' into the loveliest dark, cool. greenness... The intense silence...
gave me a hypnotised feeling that I was dreaming'. It was a rude shock then to discover
that the thick wet moss on which she stood was alive with leeches. For the rest of the
afternoon she kept thinking that they were up her legs and 'lost all modesty in
investigating.’

" Bush nurses were required to meet the general nursing standards set by the Trained

Nurses Association and to have six months extra training with district nurses. Mid-

wifery training was to be arranged when necessary and the training fees would be paid
by the Order (Australian Order of District Nursing).
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The nurse was to work closely with a doctor whenever possible and in every infectious
case. She was not to influence the patient in choosing a doctor, nor interfere in any
way with patients' religious beliefs; she could accept no fee or gratulty, was to wear
uniform on duty but no ornaments; she was responsible for all appliances and other
items lent to her patients, for her patients' personal cleanliness and for instructing
their relatives in keeping order in the sick rooms, and the general surroundings
hygienic. For all this she was to receive £ 80 a year plus accommodation, board,
uniform and travel expenses while on duty. This was equivalent to the salary of a
hospital nurse with five or six years experience. One month's paid holiday could be

taken each year with a free half day a week 'if possible’.

"Gunyah was not a rich area and had never easily raised the minimum funds. It was
deeply troubled by the depression. The sister boarded at a private house when most
centres had bought or rented cottages for their nurse to occupy independently. Almost
half Gunyah's members were ex-soldiers and their families, who often struggled with
disability as well as poor returns for their farming effort. After 1930 the state
government began settling unemployed people on some of the abandoned farms. When 12
families of sustenance workers were sent to Gunyah in 1933 the VBNA Council paid
their subscriptions so they would be eligible for nursing care. The usual annual
average of home visits by the nurse was 150 and at least one third involved stays
of one or more days and nights. Among these were the four or five birlas recorded
each year.The nurse's regular visits to six or seven rural schools were equally
valuable to community health. The Toora Bush Nursing Hospital treated Gunyah members
at half cost. Even so, the centre struggled financially, too depressed even to
arrange successful fund-raising occasions. It closed at the end of the March quarter
in 1935, still owing F41 to the Association. At least one bush nurse, Helen Sinclair,

married locally in 1927 and she continued to use her nursing skills."
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Can_zou helE?

Year 11 students at the Maryvale Campus of Kurnai College

who are currently enrolled in Twentieth Century History
are studying the 1914-1919 war period.
This year marks the 75th Anniversary of the landing at
Gallipoli, and these students will be paying particular
attention to this campaign.
As part of their studies on World War I, the students will
be completing research projects which will be concerned
with-
*Personal memories and biographies of 1st World War
soldiers, sailors or nurses from local community-
especlally those soldiers who served on Gallipoli.
*The experience of the local community during World

War I especially in the context of the Gallipoli
campailgn.

If you are able to assist. the students with their research,
please contact Jane Sharp-History teacher at Maryvale

Campus of Kurnai College ph:341200.
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'T ONDON, Tuesday, AAP.—Russian-:
' backed Berlin Communists lmlalyi

estahlished a separate cily adminis-
(eation in opposition (o the demoerats

:cﬂlly-cloclml anti-Communist  city
government. | o

The move, made to avoid free elections on
December 5, virtually completes the politicali

'division of Berlin between East and West. |

dmini-1Sovlet sector were closed at |
Before the Red a mid-day to free employees to

stration was formed the ]’uin anti-West demonstrations
Soviet - controlled Berlin;in the Unter den Linden.

: ¥olice radio cars operated;
radio made appeals every along Bizenai frontlers to l‘e-]

10-minutes for Germa{ts ttﬂ duce incidents.
demonstrate in the SLreelS| o, p.g4 administration.
against the official admini-| ;. .toq Fritz Ebert. a member:
ISt«fﬂtﬂfﬁ- : of the Communist-dominated.

Ail shops and offices in the gaeialist Unity Party as pro-’
visional “Lord Mayor of Berlin™

Ottomar Gescihike. a leading

— s -- Communist. told the meeting
Z|0n lStS HO en that the present administration,
" must be dismissed and a pro-;

visional administration be set,

Plane For Ransom [ifisue o o

The present administiration.

ONDON, Tuesday, AAP.—Zionist bandits he said. had “failed to fulfil its’

: . : obligations by disregarding the,
in Jugoslavia are blamed for the disappear- 1T nicrecs of the citv.”

'ance of four Englishmen in a Lockheedl a7 | TACTICS |

-LOdESl’ﬂl’ pla“e wht‘:h vamshed after |ea\rmg Farlier. the chiefl of the US’

: I’I'I for Australia. military Governmeiit's civil ad-!
CI"O)'dﬂﬂ last mon ministration (Dr. Harry Frank-'

Frenceh Hunt Down The bandits. according to the plane, which would be flown|lin) accused the Russians of

- - IR : - Palestine. “Nazl taciies,” adding: i

g 0 Thusrs the Daily Mail's Bcigrade to : i
1::1?5 t';':llg:,day ﬁa,:: bﬂft!r currespﬂn}::lent, are holding| The pilot. Captaln Thornton| “Communist attempts at:
' Gl ‘ men, members of the Hall and navigator, J. Ash, were|breaking up election campaign
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UNIFORMED POLICE grab
Garry Davis larrow), 26-
year-old ex-bamber piiot,
after he had interrupled
proceedings of U.N. in Paris
recentiy by yelling ™one
Government for the whole
warld.” Dr. Evait, president
of the Assembly, banged the
gavel and called [or order,
saying to U.N. assisiants,
“Is that man Davis."” Im-
mediately pguards rushed,
seized him and hustled him

from Lthe Assembly Hall,

—_——

Mills at Hull now total six.--'terday that lmportant d~vclop-
AP ‘ments would be disclosed in;

to Russia hy Bri- January.—A.AP.
EXPORTS tain in the yead TRIBAL chicfs of the Bel-
ended September were valued glan Congo will
at £5.386.000. the Secretary for|each receive a gilt radio sct
Overseas Trade ¢Mr. Bottom-|from the Covernunent 50 that}
{ey) anueunced in the Huuseithey can listen to a series of
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