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The July Newsletter carries a brief report from the June
meeting. Readers will also recall a list of Morwell
street names together with the origin of the name. At
the June meeting the accuracy of these origins was checked
and readers will see the corrections in the accompanying

pages. Another list of street names appears 1in this

Newsletter.

Correction : In the previous Newsletter, Mrs Jean Rodgers
was thanked for loaning the Voters Roll. Apologies must

be made for the incorrect spelling of Rodgers. This
Newsletter contains some early memories of Morwell by
- Mrs Rodgers as told to Mrs J. Cafiso. Many thanks to

Mrs Rodgers. Can other members write some memories for

others to share?

It is interesting to note that 34 Newsletters are beilng

printed each month. That is up until now. Apparently
-~ there is a need to increase this number. This 1s

heartening, the Historical Society has plenty of spirit.

Everyone is encouraged to attend the monthly meetings.

NEXT MEETING - TUESDAY Je&E—ts . /3. u,a [
COLLINS STREET PRIMARY SCHOOL
PUBLIC MEETING HALL

7.30 p.m.
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Amendmentes to list of origin of streets.

Names published in May and June newsletters.

Airlie Bank RAd. Name of a farm.

Angus St. Colin Angus, member of the R.A.A.F.

o’

killed during the war. Nephew o:
Frank Angus, who ran Maryvale Timber

and Hardware.

The Boulevard. Main street in subdivision, named

by subdivider.

Botany. A.P.M. factory in Botany, Sydney.
Brisbane. Australian destroyer.

Bruton. FFred Bruton, sportsmen.

Catherine. Named by subdivider.

Catterick. Jim Catterick killed in R.A.A.F. son

of Councillor.

If White City is added to the street 1t means that street

no longer exists since White City was disbanded.

Cherry Cres. (not St.)
Chestnut Ave. (not St.)
Churchill RAd. (not St.)
Crinigan Rd. Interesting comment. Ed. Crinigan's

house was down near Falcon Soccer

ground and creek.
Davey St. Probably after Reginald Davey.

Dayble St. Mr Dayble, blacksmith shop was on
Post Office site.

Devon St. County of England (White City).
Doherty Ave. (not St.)
Donald St. Donald McDonald was killed in R.A.A.F.

over Rabaul.
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Amendments to list of origin of streets.

Dorset St.
Durham St.

Gay St

Gillie Cres.

Granya Grove.

Green 5t.

Hampshire St.

Haywood 5t.

Helen S5t.
Holmes Rd.
Howlett St.

Ji11l1l St.

(continued)

County of England (White City).
County of England (White City).

Harry Gay, son of Andrew the draper.

Harry was an accountant.
(not St.)
Family name of the Hourigans.

Thought to be named after Ian Green,

son of Arthur, killed in Ben Garzia?
County of England (White City).

Mr Ralph Haywood. Husband of Doreen

(nee Alexander)
(not Crt.)

L.uke Holmes.
Ernie Howlett.

Named after George.W.(Rob) Watsons

daughter, landowner.

MORWELI. IN THE 1920's

REMINISENCES OF Mrs. NELL SMITH (nee Rogers)

as told to Mrs. Jean Rodgers.

Recently our member Mrs. Jean Rodgers had a visit from

5 Mrs. Nell Smith whose family lived in Morwell in the 1920's.

Although Mrs. Smith was only about 8 years old when the family

left here her memories of the places, people and events Or

Morwell are very clear 1indeed.

1 ) X - . -. ; m
s R ot i iﬁ- ﬁm“.-*—“ﬁ = ey

Nell Rogers (now Mrs. Smith) was the third daughter of

George Alexander Rogers (spelt without the 'd' so no relation
to Jean). The family lived in Jane St. and her father

owned Morwell Brick Works from 1922 to 1928. Then they moved
to Albert Park and opened a butcher's shop and also had a
picture theatre at Port Melbourne. The theatre was built by

Alexander Rogers Senior (using Morwell bricks).

Miss McDonald (the late Mrs. Rintoull) taught Nell Rogers

at Commercial RA. School in grade 1. Other members oOf the
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Rogers family all attended the S. School in Morwell. They
were George, Elsa, Mavis, Nell and Sylvia. Nell remembers
going to the silent pictures at the Mechanics Hall in Tarwin
St. and 2 boys ringing hand bells to advertise the pictures.
She also remembers ordering ham sandwiches at Furlonger's
Ham and Beef Shop to take home for supper. The seating at

the pictures was long forms with one rung backs.

The old concrete swimming pool with a fence around it
was not forgotten. Neither were the neck to knee swim-
suits their mother made for her and her sisters. Later the

band hall was built next to the pool and I think the first

Bowling Club was there, too.

Mr. Forsythe was the headmaster at the school. Other
teachers at the school that Nell remembered besides Miss.
McDonald (Mrs. Rintoull) were Myrna Mucrella and Miss. D.
Smith. The latter was the daughter of the nglican minister
who lived next door. She used to climb through the fence

to get to school and apparently students used to gather to

view her arrival - especially the boys!

Bell's old brick house was occupied by the Fenners family

at this time. They had five children, Harold, Ella, Stan,

Frank and Clarrie.

Other people and places Mrs. Smith remembered were Mr.
Clark, the plumber and Poppy, Wilson's Cake Shop, Martin's
Fruit Store, McRobert's Store, Mr. McFeeters who worked for
Wilson's Bakery and made gorgeous Scottish pies. He lived

on the highway i1n a house that Buckley Senior lived in

previously near Jane St.

Then there were Butters Boarding House and Hares and Guys and
Stubbs, Sharpes, McKays and Barry's Hotel, Varys-Alan, Hugh,

Fran and Mills Store.

LA fa e wirrintc it iyt it
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We come to the end of Jean's notes from her talk with
Mrs. Smith, but we hope that Nell will visit Morwell agailn

and perhaps attend one of our meetings.

#ﬂm
L HE

At the June meeting Liz Tyler, Arts Officer with the Gippsland

Trades & Labor Council outlined an ambitious oral history
programme entitled the Yallourn History Project which is being
undertaken by G.T.L.C. Liz propaosed to interview people from
Yallourn's past about what it was 1like to live 1in Yallourn
through the year. Interviews will be followed up with the
publication of a book, the staging of plays, creations otf
murals, etc based on the original 1i1nterviews.
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Liz recently organized ah oral history workshop which was
conducted by Morag Loh, an experienced oral historian.
Mrs. Dorothy Taylor and I attended and found 1t a most
interesting and entertaining day.

According to Morag, oral history 1s best at recording the
processes of every day life. What people did at work, the
food they ate, their social life, etc - the nitty gritty of
life that does not make it to the history books.

In i1nterviewling people, 1t 1s 1mportant to remember two
things - 1) every opinion 1s valid, but 1t 1s the truth as
the person being interviewed sees 1t, which 1s not necessarily

the whole truth.
2) People's memories of the past may be coloured

with the opinions and perspectives of today.

Morag stressed the necessity of maintaining an ethical approach
to oral history - the person being i1interviewed must feel

that he/she has control over what goes on the tape, what

goes 1n the transcript and anrny subsequent use made of the

tape. It 1s important to get written authorization for

whatever 1s done to the tape.

Time and place of interview should be designed to suit the
informant. Morag reminisced about an interview she did on a
Board of Works grader in a park opposite the Yarra River.

60 minute tapes are best for interviews. - the shorter the

tape the less distortion over time. Ideally tapes shculd be
run through about once a year. Carry extra batteries for the

recorder, even if 1t normally runs off the mains.

Identify each tape beginning with interviewer's name, i1nformer's
name, date of interview, topic of interview, where 1nterview

was done - how o0ld and where the informant was born and parent's
occupation. Then rerun tape to check that recorder 1s working.

Ensure that topic is not too broad, and be well prepared with
short unambiguous questions. Interviewer should have researched

topic thoroughly.

Generally interviews should not be any longer than 60 minutes
duration and should be ended by interviewer thanking informant

to place the tape where 1t 1s going to be placed.

Interviewers should go home and index the tape straight away,
and ideally transcribed 1t as well.

Generally 1nterviews should not be any longer than 60 minutes

duration and should be ended by 1nterviewer thanking informant
and asking permission of the informant to place the tape
where 1t 1s going to be placed.

Interviewers should go home and index the tape straight away,
and 1deally transcribed 1t as well.

Interviews can be put to many uses - place tapes 1in archives/
libraries for future research, produce books, broadsheets,

murals, plays etc.

1
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MORE REMINSCENCES

p—

Memories of Mrs Jean Rodgers from 1937.

Bill and Jean Rodgers (nee Hunter) moved into a house 1n

Tarwin St. in 1937. I understand that this house was one
of three built by George Budge (Cost £1000 each). The
other two were in Mc Lean St. About 3 years later Jean

and Bill built the house on 24 Wallace St, Jean's

present home.

Tarwin St. was then only one sided in that only one side
was a straight road or street. The other side was dotted
with natural shrubs and trees. Also Tarwin St. continued
across Wallace St. through Rodger's block to the paddocks
beyond where J. Budge had his homestead. This, as we
know, became S.E.C. property and Jean remembers seeling

the first sod turned for the S.E.C.. A bull dozer made

a drain along their back fence called an easement drainage.

—
ad

For interested members Jean has noted the names oOr

el

SOmMeoOL

the people who occupied houses or businesses in Tarwin and

Wallace St. from 1937 onwards-as follows.

Mr and Mrs Church, A.Ough's son married Miss Brooker and
built the house on the corner of Wallace and Tarwin St.
now occupied by Mr and Mrs Eldred. The house now occupled
by Mr and Mrs H. Taylor was Mr and Mrs Nuttalls. Other
names of Tarwin St's former residents - Mr and Mrs Amiet,

Fosters (horse shoeing) later became boarding house and

now belongs to Mr and Mrs Melbourne; Mr and Mrs Chas Mc

Carthy, later sold to S.E.C. then to Mr and Mrs H. Geizler ;

Mr and Mrs Richardson; Sam and Rose Flanagan and G. Gordon,
Mr Fred Williams (sister of Mrs Amiet), Klienes (butcher)
then Evans(Hugh Evans' parents)-now there are 2 flats built
on this block. Other names and places Jean remembers 1n
Tarwin St. - Mr and Mrs Tormey, Mr and Mrs White, Mr and
Mrs Verey, picture theatre and shoe shop, Mrs Fanny Hall,
mother of Councillor Alan Hall, Mr and Mrs Ike Billingsley.
Toby Tobias built on an old orchard in Tarwin St. and this

later became the home of Mrs Embleton Snr.
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Memories of Jean Rodgers. form 1937. (continued)

Former Residents from Hazelwood Rd up Wallace St.

Billingsley Senior (now boarding house)

Mr and Mrs Fred Jenkins (Children-Betty, Fred, John)
Mr and Mrs Unthank.

Mrs Matthews (mother of Minnie Embleton).

Cleary Family.
Mr and Mrs Hugh Smith.

Jim and Jess Embleton (nee Baxter).

Miss Waddell.
Mr and Mrs Hill (plasterer).

Mr and Mrs Roy.

Mr Turner (Turner's Hardware) built 3 houses and lived 1in

one, Milner the Chemist lived in one and Fred Blucher in

the third one.

Mr and Mrs Charlie Gilbert (their daughter married Medew)

S.E.C. offices began 1n Wallace St. next door to -

* Mr and Mrs Williams (Estate Agents). This house was
built by Mr Goodley and bought by Keith Williams' parents.

* Jean and Bi1ll Rodgers.

* Mr and Mrs Hughes (nee Goodley)Q N.B. Messres Hughes and
Goodley 1nvented the first briguette heaters here,

* Bob and Grace James.

* S.E.C. car park. (block sold to J.&J. Cafiso in 1964).

* Mr and Mrs Ray Mitchell.

* Mr and Mrs Akers.

* Mr and Mrs Jordan.

* Mr and Mrs Ron Fletcher.

* Mr and Mrs Greenwood.
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The Streets of Morwell

Joy Street....... i
Julia Street..... 7
June Street...... ",
Junier Street....An early, pioneering family.

Kathleen Street..Kathleen Alexander, daughter of James Alexander.

Keat Court....... Edwin W. Keat, Shire councillor, 1935-1936.
Kelly Street..... Named by the Housing Commission after Mr. P.P.
Kelly, Water-Commissioner of this area for many years.
Keegan Street....This early Morwell family owned land here.
Kennedy Street...A graceful tribute by the Shire Council to an

0ld and respected Council employee, Mr. Tim Kennedy.

Kent Street...... An English county.

Kerrie Street....?

Kokoda Street....A Second World War name. A place in New Guinea.
Kurt Street......Mr. Kurt Barry of the Barry kstate.

Laburnam Street..One of the tree group.
Lae Court........A Second World War name. A place in New Guinea.

Langford Street..Named by Mr. Wm. Polden after his birth-place,

in Dorset, England -- Steeple Langford.
LbLatrooe Road.....Direction name. The road leads to the Latrooe
River.

Livingstone Street..Mr. Tom Livingstone, M.L.S. 1902-1924.

McDonald Street..Cr. A.F. McDonald, 1911-16, and 1924-26.

McKay Street..... Donald McKay, Shire councillor, 1916-1928.

McLean Street....Provbably after Dr. John Samuel MclLean, an early
doctor and a Shire councillor.

McMillan Street..The McMillan family of Hazelwood Station.

Donald McMillan was a Shire councillor, 1894-13802. (Should
pe spelt "MacMillan").

Madden Street....Part of the Davey Estate. Maiden name of Mrs.
Davey.

Manning Street...Councillor John Manning, 1906-1911.
Margaret Street..Mrs. Margaret Hourigan (nee Margaret Comans).

Martin Grove..... /i
Matson Street....An 1874 land survey shows Isaac Matson holding

land at Morwell.
Mary Street...... a3
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